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From General H. W. Benham 

Portsmouth, N.H., Feb . 5 th , 1863 

Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler 

Dear General: As I perceive you are still in Washing- 
ton and being consulted upon war subjects, I cannot resist 
writing to you again to ask if you do not believe that the plan 
we talked of is the one of all others to save the country at 
this time, as I believe it to be the very crisis of the war. 

Hooker cannot move for about two months by any possi- 
bility. If they attempt to send his forces round Jackson (or 
Lee) anywhere within 200 miles, or farther, through Penn- 
.sylvania to the West, the Rebels will surely know of it in 
time to send off troops to meet them, and to fortify effectually 
against them, even if some of the better generals were put in 
command on our side. There appears no strength of man- 
agement on the whole line around from New Orleans on the 
Atlantic to the Potomac, and nothing can strike at the heart 
of Cottondom but that plan, and that must be arranged for 
this month if at all, or we are gone. The enlistments of the 
350,000 2 years and 0 months’ men will begin to expire in a 
couple of months, and although — if we intend to continue 
the war to success — the arrangements .should now be in 
active progress to get new forces of even raw recruits to replace 
them as fast as their enlistments expire, yet still, as far as I 
can see, not a hand or a voice is raised for this purpose. And 
wliat can the result be in 5 or C months from this time, but 
that we shall have scarcely the shadow of an army, or at least 
of such an one as we have now? — and if we fail in action till 
then, the government will find it impossible after tliat, simply 
impossible. 
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But if this is done, and if well and ably managed, it can be 
carried to success, and I believe will be a fatal blow to the 
rebels — and if this so appears, as I doubt not it will to the 
country, one-half at least of these trained men will re-enlist, 
while others still, will then — as they would not do otherwise 
be willing to come forward to fill up our armies. If you, as I 
feel you did do, still approve of that plan, I know you could 
carry it through. 

My case is dragging along most singularly. In the War 
Department, after trying last July to have the Judge Advo- 
cate prepare charges against me, arid finding he could not do 
it, they attempted to deprive me of my General’s rank with- 
out any even pretended reason, and to the great surprise of 
the President when he was informed that the Sec. had dis- 
missed me. 

Then, after refusing me all information whatsoever as to- 
the excuse for this act, through the whole year, and some- 
times pretending one reason for it to one friend, and then 
another reason to another person, the President without re- 
ferring to the War Department is finally induced to authorize 
the Judge Advocate General to examine my case expressly,, 
promising to restore me if the report was favorable. 

And now, though I am satisfied (though from information 
I cannot use publicly) that that examination has been made 
and that it required less than one day to establish that I have 
been right, that I “have been shamefully treated,” that the 
report “strong and earnest” in my favor has been before the 
President, that he expressed himself “entirely satisfied” and 
promised “immediate restoration,” yet he has still been 
resisted up to this time. Though I trust that that malice and 
falsehood will yet be triumphed over. 

Should you go on duty soon and wish my services, I have 
no doubt your demand of them jrom the President would be 
assented to, and all my energies will be devoted to aid you in 
your duties. 

Should you see the President about this, although the fact 
might be alluded to, to him that he has promised restoration 
upon a favorable report as he said in the presence of Senator 
Sumner, yet the circumstances that I have referred to as to 
the character of the report and his satisfaction and his repeti- 
tion of his promise, and his delay in the execution of it, which 
has already continued many days, I offer you only as .sugges- 
tions for inquiries, if you would make them, which, if answered,. 
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you will find as I have indicated, I ana satisfied: and with 

those things admitted to you, your demand for my services 

could not be refused. t/ rr i v tt ixr t) 

Very Iruly Yours, H. W. Benham 


From George S. Denison to Salmon P. Chase ^ 

Peivate. New Oeleans, February 5thy 1863 

Deae Sir: The steamer did not leave yesterday as was 
expected, and now I can reply to your letter with less hesitation. 

I choose the office of “Commissioner of Internal Revenue,” 
as it is termed in your letter, and will assume the duties thereof 
whenever you direct. I suppose it to be an office rquiring my 
constant presence here, and whatever its duties may be I can 
discharge them to your satisfaction. Full instructions and all 
printed information will, of course, be supplied to me. 

I sent to you Gen. Banks’ order respecting trade as soon 
as it was issued, and regret you did not receive it. You are 
mistaken in supposing it contemplates trade with the enemy — 
of any kind or degree. Gen. Banks is utterly opposed to any 
such proceeding. The General’s English is not always good, 
and his orders not always clear. 

I)o not think from my letter about Dr. Zachary that I 
intended to cast suspicion on Gen. Banks, who is not only 
[a] kind and pleasant gentleman, but also, I am satisfied, a 
tlioroughly honest man. Dr. Zachary applied to me an hour 
ago for another of his Israelite friends to take a large stock of 
goods to Donaldsonvillc. The reason given is the same as 
before — that the Dr. wants his friend’s cooperation, which 
would be imperfect unless said friend pretends to be selling 
goods. I don’t believe a word of it. The Doctor pretends 
to be my best friend, but I think him a humbug. I sent him 
to the General for an order and he has not yet returned. 

Notwithstanding my personal regard for Gen. Banks, I 
repeat the conviction so often expressed before, that he is 
not the man for this important place. Gen. Butler is the only 
man who is equal to the situation, and he ought to come back. 

I kept you well informed about Gen. Butler while he was 
here, and you know whatever wrong things were <lone by 
him. Four-fifths of the accusations against him are false. 

I shall do everything in my power to help Mr. Bullitt when 
he assumes the duties of the office. 

(Geoucib S, Denison) 


* AoMriow Hiitoiiod AMod*tl(»> ISOS, Vol. U, p. US. 
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From Colonel A. J. Butter to General Butter 

New Orleans, Feb. 6tk, (1863) 

Deab Beothek: Your note of the 18th this morning re- 
ceived. I will not be able to leave here for 20 or 30 days. 
It will take that long to wind up — they seize everything 
that comes from below, and it takes from 1 to 8 days to get 
it passed by that bullet-headed commission, but it will pay 
me something after all the drawbacks and charges. I am sat- 
isfied that you will not come back, and that you will feel an 
interest in affairs, and I again repeat, the Government need 
not look or hope for any good results from this Dept., inaction 
and imbecility rule, the old officers are disgusted, and were 
you to land to-morrow the bitterest of your enemies would 

rejoice. Andkbw 

From F. A. Hildreth to General Butler 

Post Office, New Orleans, Feh. ^th, 1863 

Mt dear Betler: Things in this Department are, as is 
universally admitted, in a very bad way. Your canal is opened, 
and it is believed by all, secessionists as well as Unionists, that 
Vicksburg is no longer in the way of opening the river. It is 
expected that Gen. Banks will attempt to go by Port Hudson 
by going round it, entering the Bayou Lafourche at Platen- 
mine, and into the Red River and back into the Mississippi. 
But this plan is expected to be defeated by rebels by cutting 
the levee and flooding the coimtry, which it is said is already 
done. I wish you would write me on receipt of this and tell 
me the news — all you think it safe and proper to communi- 
cate. What is the lowest for which I shall sell the yacht? I 
want to know the lowest and will do the best I can. 

P. A. Hildreth 

From George B. Denison 
Custom House, New Oblbanb, Collector's Office, Feb* 1803 

Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler, Lowell, Mass. 

Dear General: Come back to New Orleans, 

The new troops and your old regiments, equally, will hail 
your return with joy. You have even more friends than when 
you left. 

A great work is to be done here. It can be accomplished 
only by you. 
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A great name is to be gained, you alone deserve to win it. 

I shall remain here in an important oflSce, and the happiest 
day of my life will be the day when a steamer arrives with 
you on board. 

Very Respectfully, Your friend and obdt. servant, 

Geoege S. Denison 

From General Butler 

Quarter-Master General’s Office, Washington Citt, February Wih, 1863 

Brig. Gen’l. Meigs, Quartermaster Oen’l. U.S.A. 

In the matter of the extra freight to the shippers of certain 
merchandise from New Orleans, retained by the Quarter- 
master at Boston, I desire to put before you the following 
statement of facts, to the end that these persons who put 
their property as ballast on board U. S. Transports may not 
be required to pay more than their Bills of Lading and con- 
tracts called for as justly due. 

A large number of sailing vessels were at New Orleans 
discharged of troops and cargo, but entitled by the terms of 
their charters to be sent back in ballast, to the place of Charter, 
either Now York or Boston. 

Now, in New Orleans there was no ballast, and the only 
ballast to be had was at Ship Island, thirty hours distant for 
steam vessels, and an average of five days for sailing vessels. 
The only ballast to be procured there is white sand, to be 
brought along.side the vessels in small boats. This would 
cause great delay and large expense of demurrage, as well as 
cost of unloading and carrying away the sand at the port of 
debarkment. 

Let me illustrate by a given ca.se. The Steamer “Missis- 
sippi” is at N<iw Orleans with a “.swept hold.” She is char- 
tered at $L')()0. per day. She must have ballast, say 250 tons. 
To go to SJiip Island and have sand brought along side in 
small bouts will take at least 10 days; to discharge the same 
sand and haul it away will take four more. Thus it will cost 
the Govemnumt $21 ,000, to ballast and discharge the ship with 
sand, to say nothing of the cost of taking the .sand away, or 
the average delays of getting it, if it atoms at Ship Island. 
Now, if I can get some merchant to ship 400 Hhds. of Sugar in 
the “Mississippi” as ballast, which cun be received in two days 
at most at the wharf where she 'lies, and discharged in two 
more, the Government will save $15,000 by the difference, 
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even if it gets nothing for freight. But by employing a party 
to get the ballast, see to its shipment, and take charge of the 
business, as a ship’s broker, and agreeing to let him have all 
he can get over a given sum, say five dollars pr. Hhd. for his 
trouble and expenses of loading, the Government in the case 
given will save $2000 more. 4000 Hhds. at $5.00. Say in all 
$17,000. 

Acting upon these opinions in pursuance to my report to 
the Secretary of War, of May 16th, 1862, 1 bought sugar with 
my own money, and had it shipped as ballast in some of the 
transport ships which were to return in ballast, and that 
sugar, if the transaction was not assumed by the Government, 
was to have allowed a reasonable freight. 

Besides, I authorized and ordered contracts made with 
merchants for their merchandise, and had it put on board as 
ballast in several transport ships, allowing the party employed 
as ship broker to have fifty per cent for this trouble and expense. 

These contracts were made in the most perfect faith by the 
merchants, and the money retained by the Government over 
and above the price fixed by the Bills of Lading should be 
refunded to them. 

The freight in every instance to be paid to the Government 
was at the rate of five dollars per Hhd., which has been paid 
and is not asked to be refunded. Freight on the first of Jan- 
uary last for sugar from New Orleans to New York was $2.50 
per Hhd., so that the Government, if they pay back tlie excess, 
will still retain double the present rates of freight. Trusting 
that this act of justice will be done, I am. 

Most fully, Your Obedient Servant, 

Bbnj. F. Butlee, Maj. Gen. U. S. Vols. 

Decision Bk. No. 2, p. 259 

Q , M , Oen & raJ !$ Office , Feh l % th , 1808 

Respectfully referred to the Secretary of War, with a 
recommendation that upon this statement from General 
Butler in regard to the shipment of sugar from New Orleans, 
all the freight retained by the Quarter Master beyond the 
bill’s lading, be paid to the consignees. 

M. C. Meigs, Q. M. Gen. 
Approved; Edwin M. Stanton, Sec. of War 
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From General Butler 

Washington, D.C., February 11, 1863 

Memorandum to accompany the accounts filed in- the War 
Department, in the matter of the Item of $59,855 taken from Sam’ I 
Smith & Co. Bankers. 

This money was seized from Smith & Co. upon the belief 
that it was either the identical money taken from the United 
States Mint by the rebel superintendent, or else gold exchanged 
by him for silver which was paid out by the Canal Bank after 
the fleet passed the Forts, and by Smith concealed by being 
packed up in the rear of the vaults of his Banking House. 

By agreement with Mr. Smith, the questions of this seizure 
were submitted to a Commission composed of Gov. Shepley, 
Dr. Mercier, President of the Louisiana Bank, and Thomas I. 
Durant, Esq., a leading lawyer of New Orleans. A protracted 
hearing was had, and full examination of evidence by counsel 
in behalf of the claimants, and report made that all but two 
pkgs., containing $50,000, be returned to Smith & Co., which 
was done. But as to the $50,000, that should be held by the 
United States subject to the disposal of the Government at 
Washington. This report was forwarded to the Secretary of 
the Treasury (see my letter enclosing same). 

In the absence of funds to pay the troops, some of whom 
had been six months without pay, upon the decision of the 
commission, this with other monies were turned over to the 
Pay-Master — Mayor Hewitt to pay the troops, and his 
receipt taken. When the money came for payment of the 
troops, this amount was replaced in my hands by the pay- 
master, and is now held for tlie use of the United States. 

Smith & Co. are both active rebels, and have never returned 
to their allegiance. They have threatened to hold the Gen- 
eral making the seizure personally responsible for this amount, 
and he only desires such order may be made as will, if the 
United States receives the money, relieve him from personal 
responsibility. All of which is respectfully .submitte<l. 

Bknj. F. Butlek, Maj. Gen. U. S. Vols. 

From President Lincoln 

Execuim Mamion^ Washington^ Fehrmry 11 , 180 S 

Whom it may concern 

Majob QmmAh Butlku, bearer of this, visits the Mis- 
sissippi Rivet, and localities thereon, at my request, for ob- 
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servation. The Military and Naval Commanders whom he 
may meet will please facilitate his passage from point to point, 
and make him as comfortable as possible during his stay with 
them respectively. I will thank them also to impart to him 
such information as they may possess, and he may seek, not 


inconsistent with the Military service. 


A. Lincoln 


From George S. Denison to Salmon P. Chase ^ 

Private and Confidential. New Orleans, February VltK 1863 

Dear Sib : Enclosed is General Orders No. 14 — in part 
concerning Plantation supplies, etc. Also, copy of contract 
between T. P. May, an intelligent and progressive planter, 
and white laborers to be employed by him in raising cotton 
and sugar. It is a great experiment, and Mr. May is the man 
to succeed in it. He is a young man — at heart an Aboli- 
tionist, and his plantation is one of the finest in Louisiana. 

My late announcement of the commencement of military 
movements was premature. Everything moves very slowly 
here. The movement has not actually commenced however. 
A force under Weitzel will advance up the Teche. Another 
force will advance westwardly from Plaquemine on the River. 
The two forces will meet at New Iberia or St. Martinsville. 

Buta la Rose is a lake or wide bayou between Plaquemine 
and St. Martinsville, and at this point is a rebel battery and 
fortifications. This will be reduced by the Plaquemine force 
aided by gunboats. 

After the junction of the two forces at or near St. Martins- 
ville, a force of 3,000 or 4,000 will be detached and accompany 
the gunboats up the Atchafalaya bayou to Red River near 
its mouth. The gunboats to be used are those built by Gen. 
Butler — of very light-draft, and iron-clad. You will under- 
stand the above statement by reference to the Rebel map I 
sent you. 

Affairs here are not in a prosperous condition. Great dis- 
satisfaction exists in at least some portions of the army. 
Even Gen. Banks’ new troops to some extent, and Butler’s 
old troops to a man, would hail Butler’s return with enthu- 
siasm. Banks’ policy seems to be conciliatory and hesitating. 
He seems afraid of responsibilities. General Butler is utterly 
fearless. Several desertions have occurred, by soldiers who 
wish to be taken and paroled, but tliis is kept secret hen';. 

^ American Historical Association Report, VoL 11, page S5B. 
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It is my opinion that Government has made exchanges too 
easy. It would be better to allow no exchange of prisoners. 
Then we would not hear of disgraceful surrenders — or of 
desertions by men sick of the service. In this and other 
respects the war should be made sharper and more earnest. 
The greater advantage of exchanges as now permitted is in 
favor of the Rebels, and the disadvantage is our own. Our 
men will not so easily surrender and rarely desert if they know 
they must endure, for the rest of the war, the privations and 
discomforts of the Confederacy. Now they have every in- 
ducement to do both. 

Gen. Banks seems to me to be no judge of men. He selects 
honest subordinates for the most part — but his staff are, 
generally, green, inexperienced — of little ability — and one 
or two of them are fit objects of ridicule. Conciliation, inefii- 
ciency, inexperience, and hesitation characterize all proceed- 
ings. There is no use in such criticism, however, when the 
President himself sends here as his private correspondent a 
vulgar little scoundrel like Dr. Zachary — who takes bribes, 
and whose only object is to make money. 

Personally I like Gen. Banks exceedingly, but a Northern 
man needs six months’ experience here in order to be efficient 
in this peculiar country and among its peculiar people. Gen. 
Butler has that experience, and his return would at once change 
everything for tlie better. 

The nine months’ men are dissatisfied and demoralized. I 
think Butler could not only remove such feeling, but make 
most of them re-enlist. Whatever Butler did, pleased and 
satisfied the Army, because they had confidence in and ad- 
mired him. This is not at all true of Gen. Banks. 

’Hie sooner Gen. Butler comes back the better it will be. 

In one r<‘spect there is a very disagreeable condition of things 
here. A host of speculators, Jews and camp-followers, came 
hither in the track of Banks’ ext)edition. They have continued 
to ar^iv«^, and every steamer brings an addition to the num- 
ber. Each (ixj)ect8 to be a millionaire in six months. They 
have few scruples about the means of satisfying their cupidity. 

I regard them as natural enemies, and in our constant war 
they are generally worsted. The whole crowd, and Dr. Zach- 
ary among them, with eager expectancy like wolves about to 
seize their prey, await the advent of tlie new collector, who is 
a good-natured man, and supposed to be easily imposed upon. 

I think that spies, intriguers, dishonest speculators, and 
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liars are more abundant here now than any where else in 
America. It seems as if everything must be accomplished by 
intrigue and management. It was not so three months ago. 

In troublous times like these each man of merit has opin- 
ions — proclaims them — defends and sustains them, else 
he is, poHtically speaking, a “trimmer.” I told Gen. Banks so 
the other day. I am not familiar with Banks’ political history. 
Was he ever a Trimmer? Perhaps he is a conservative! To 
a friend of mine Gen. Banks the other day declared himself 
to be neither a pro-slavery nor anti-slavery man. What is he 
then? 

I do not know, Mr. Chase, anything about your feelings 
toward Gen. Banks or any one else, but write always my own 
opinions without reference to those of others. 

(George S. Denison) 

From Judge Turner 

War Defartmenty Washington Citt, D.C., Feb . lUhy 1863 

Major General Benj. F. Butler 

General: I have the honor to enclose another interrupted 
rebel communication from New Orleans, to a Montreal paper, 
for your perusal. I have the honor to be, 

Very respectfully, Your obedient servant, 

L. C. Turner, Judge Advocate 

Enclosure referred to in Foregoing Letter 

New Orleans, January 15, 1803 [Not in chronologicjil order] 

The advent of ’63 to many a lacerated heart in New Orleans 
tended but to re-open afresh the bleeding wound caused by 
the departed memory of those held near and dear. And to 
renew an indescribable suspense on the part of parents, wives, 
and sisters, to learn the probable fate of those who»se absence 
on the recurrence of the holidays detracted much, if not all, 
from its pleasures. And so general seemed to be the feeling 
of gloom that the New Year’s day of 1863 must form a repul- 
sive chapter in the social history of New Orleans, and offer a 
sad contrast with past years, when the desire of surpassing 
on the part of the hostesses was only equaled by their lavish- 
hospitality, and the hearty welcome extended to their guests. 
A happy reaction was however felt towards the close of the 
day, — when news of a Confederate victory at “Snyder’s” 
Bluff — commanding the entrance to the “Yazoo” river — 
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was received, and the congratulations of the evening by far 
surpassed in earnestness those of the morning, and while it 
checked the appetite for “food for scandal,” offered enthusi- 
astic and agreeable hopes for the ultimate safety of Vicksburg. 

Indeed, the year has so auspiciously begun for the Confed- 
erate forces that while receiving daily accounts of the progress 
of events in the Mississippi Valley, scarce a dark cloud has 
overcast their progress, and this leaves the closing of the second 
week in ’63 amongst the most important and favorable in the 
history of the C. S. On the 3rd, news of a daring and success- 
ful attack on Galveston, Texas, by the Confederates, reached 
here. And although news of the affair may have already 
reached you, yet judging a detailed account, as learned from 
a participant, to be of interest to you, I herewith forward it. 
At about 2 o’clock on the morning of the 1st, four (4) ordi- 
nary river packets, with cotton bales serving as bulwarks, 
emerged from the adjoining bayou, and made direct for the 
TJ. S. “Harriet Lane,” (since arrived in Mobile), which, to- 
gether with some 4 or 5 other vessels of various capacity, 
but tnost formidable armament, served as a protection against 
an attack by sea. Commodore Renshaw, having had pre- 
vious notice from Gen. Magruder, of his intention to hazard 
tlu^ recapture of Galveston, was duly prepared, and having 
steam up, and guns shotted, at once made preparations for 
resistance. This flagship (a remodeled N. Y. and Brooklyn 
Ferry boat, but carrying the heaviest and most formidable 
armament), the “Westerville” — 10 guns, was, on signalling, 
immediately “put about,” with a view of assisting the 
“Harriet Lane.” Before any important resistance could 
be made, both vessels grounded at but a short interval, but 
meanwhile inflicting a IokSs of one of their boats to the Con- 
fed era U's, whose remaining three at once steered direct for 
the “H. Lane.” On their nearer approach, so effectually did 
their sharp shooters play their part from off the cotton bales, 
that scarce a gunner lived sufficiently long at his post to serve 
his piece. The Confederates gradually nearing to boarding 
distance, were enabled to ply their work of destruction with 
more terrible effect. On touching, grappling irons were im- 
mediately attached by the boarding parties on both sides of 
the doomed vessel, when with a terrific yell the indomitable 
Texans sprang aboard, and so terrible was their work of 
retaliation for the firing without previous notice of Galveston 
by tlie Federal forces, that out of a crew of say 120 men, but 
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9 escaped to tell the tale. Commodore Renshaw, on realizing 
his perilous position on board the “Westerville,” exhibited 
prudential valour, and determined on the destruction of his 
boat, little anticipating such a disastrous event as the loss of 
his own life. As, time having been allowed for the crew to 
escape, a quick match was by mistake apphed to the maga- 
zines — which contained at the time some 40 tons of gun 
powder, and as the unfortunate man who committed the 
mistake was about stepping into the last boat with Commo- 
dore Renshaw, the explosion took place, immediately engulfing 
her living freight of 12 souls into eternity. The balance of 
the formidable crafts, acting on the Golden Rule of No. 1, 
hoisted a white flag (as learned from Gen. Magruder’s official 
report), under the protection of which they ignominiously 
made good their escape to New Orleans, each vying with the 
other for the credit of first informant. Thus Texas has again 
won for herself those laurels which the community has reluc- 
tantly withdrawn from her on such testimony as was offered 
by some 150 or 200 refugees (from justice in all probability). 
Sam Houston and Col. Hamilton. And since her soil is once 
more freed from the invader, a people having no superior in 
bravery will look to its future saeredness and safety. 

Southern dates to the 10th instant have been received in- 
forming us of a severe and bloody battle at Mumfreesboro, 
Tenn., and claiming a decided victory over Rosecrans, with 
a computed loss of from 20 to 25,000 men. As very meagre 
particulars are as yet to hand, it might be imprudent to an- 
ticipate the result. The more so, as from your late files of 
Northern papers you will be better able to form an idea as 
to the extent of the disaster. Should one have taken place in 
favor of the Confederates, too much importance cannot be 
attached to it by them. As it is universally admitted that this 
last act must form the closing scene in the Mississippi drama, 
and by the failure of which Vicksburg and Port Hudson must 
still prove the “stumbling blocks” towards the re-opening of 
the navigation, it will place Sherman and Grant in a very un- 
pleasant, not to say hazardous position, and force McClellan 
to avail himself of the Yankee prerogative of flight to a safer 
vicinity than that of Vicksburg. Of which prerogative advices 
inform me that he has already availed himself, thus facing 
conclusive evidence of a Federal disaster at Mumfreesboro. 
Recent arrivals from the Eastern interior of La. bring new.s of 
the entire evacuation of that section of the state, bordering 
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on Texas, and including the parish of Lafourche, by the 
Federal troops. But heartrending must be the feelings of 
the despoiled, on beholding the desolation that followed in 
the train of the spoiler, and to find their once happy home a 
perfect scene of desolation. 

The suppression of the National Advocate — an arrant 
Union organ — and withholding the reasons therefor from 
the public, would seem to intimate that the freedom of the 
press still remains limited, and subject to the dictates of the 
commanding General. While a fine of $25. imposed on an 
artist, for painting the portrait of Gen. Beauregard — which 
by the way, can be purchased throughout the south for 25 
cents ! — forcibly reminds the people of New Orleans that they 
still remain prisoners of war, and as such must patiently sub- 
mit to the “ Powers that be.” Although the secesh element here 
anxiously await and pray for their speedy deliverance, yet the 
majority here so far become philosophers as to yield a forced 
obedience to surrounding circumstances, at the same time 
evincing a willingness to render all honor “to whom honor 
is due,” of which Gen. Banks will receive a due and liberal 
allowance, in the event of his adopting a more lenient policy! 

Much and general inconvenience is felt owing to the lack 
of facilities granted by the U. S. authorities for ingress to the 
C. S. lines. And in this connection I may mention that But- 
ler’s last dodge has just come to light, wherein it has leaked 
out that in granting free transportation within the C. S. lines 
to registered enemies to the U. S., their ultimate destination 
was to have been “Ship Island” — an unenviable place 
of banishment, which has become renowned in connection 
with the Ball and Chain, since the advent of Butler! — but 
owing to the timely and fortunate arrival of Gen. Banks, the 
departure of the unfortunate confiding was happily prevented. 

A significant and noteworthy change has taken place in 
our money market, in that U. S. Treasury notes have fallen 
from their elevated position, at which they commanded 10% 
premium to 4% dividend, and even at the latter reasonable 
figure are hastily rushed off for the city corporation “shin 
plasters.” Bank notes and city railroad car tickets are only 
picayune circulating tm*diuml — 

Fnm President Lincoln 

ManmUf Feb* ISth^ '68 

ThW Peebxdent rt^quests the honor of Gen. Butler’s com- 
pany, at an informal dinner this evening at 6 o’clock. 
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From Oeneml Shepley 

State of Louisiana, Executive Department, New Oeleans, Feh. 20/63 

Maj. Gen. B. F. Btjtlee, Washington, D.C. 

Dear General: I thought a few confidential lines in which 
I could tell you unreservedly the true state of affairs here might 
not be uninteresting to you. The true feeling among the. 
Union citizens was expressed by Judge Morgan yesterday, 
when he said, in presence of Judge Peabody and myself, “I 
tell you there can not be found one solitary Union man in 
Louisiana that does not desire the return of Gen. Butler. 
You can believe this to be the case when even Dr. Cottman 
and Julian Neville are said to pray for your return. Banks 
has done nothing with his troops as yet, I don’t believe he 
will. The universal feeling here in military and civil circles 
is that there is less security and less strength here than before 
the Banks expedition arrived. 

Banks has taken into his secret service Jacobs, Nay, Der- 
rickson, and id genus omne. Their employment has been to 
try to rake up something against your administration. 

A retired corn-doctor, Jew, by the name of Zachary, is here 
as a spy, said to be directly under the appointment of the 
President, but the intimate associate and confidential advisor of 
Banks. One of his employees has approached various per- 
sons with the assurance that if they could communicate any 
information that would tell against Gen. Butler, it would be 
highly appreciated by Gen. Banks. The Christ killers, as 
Andrew calls them, have it all their own way. 

I have been remaining here in the hope of your return. 
I have about abandoned the hope that you will consent to 
come. When Clark and Brown see you they can tell you all 
the particulars about the state of things here. 

They go home to-morrow. The Delta having been sup- 
pressed and the Ora started by Gen. Banks, everything seems 
to be done with a view of making it uncomfortable to those 
who were here with you. There will not be many of your old 
olfficers left in the service long. The Secesh humbug Banks, 
and then turn round and laugh at him, and sing out to each 
other “Let the Union slide, Banks”!! For my own sake, and 
for the good of the cause in the South West, I wish you would 
come back. But whether there are any laurels to be {ilucked 
by you here, or whether you would like to come without the 
command exclusively of all the troops here, you can judge 



LETTEES OF GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER 


15 


best. I shall not stay here this summer if I can help it. Under 
present auspices some one else could be of more service to the 
government. Your old command here are greatly delighted 
witli the attentions and favors bestowed upon you at the 
North. 

Wherever you go, you will have the best wishes of the 
“New England Division,” and the hearty and fervent sup- 
port of those whose pride it has been to serve under your 

command. ^ -n a 

Yours , G. F. Shepley 


From Salmon P. Chase to General Butler 

Washington, Feb. 24, 1863 

Deae General: Today Mr. Stanton showed me the orders 
to you to resume command of the Department of the Gulf, 
and told me that he was quite willing to strike out the second, 
which directs that the operations against Port Hudson shall 
be continued under the command of Gen. Banks, leaving to 
you the determination as to what direction they can be best 
promoted, and also so much of the first as directs you to pro- 
ceed to your Dept, by the River. 

It does seem to me that withxmt the first of the modifications 
you ought to resume your post at once — and that with it you 
ought most emphatically to do so. Mr. Flanders today ex- 
pressed himself in very strong terms as to the necessity of 
your return, and every letter I receive from New Orleans is 
in the same key. 

I am your friend because I have ever found you bold, manly, 
and patriotic; your friend because I flatter myself you are 
mine; your friend especially because you have well and faith- 
fully served our poor country, — poor, yet how rich. As your 
friend, allow me to say that you cannot rightfully or wisely 
withhobl yourself from the true post of duty at this time, 
and that this post of duty is in New Orleans. 

Go to New Orleans, General, and the sooner the better. 
Keep every speculator far from you, whether kinsmen, 
acquaintance, or .strangers. Give your great administrative 
and executive abilities wholly to the great work of rejuvenat- 
ing society in your Department after opening the Mississippi. 
Your countrymen will never forget your service, and it will 
be to your own remembrance and consciousness its highest 
recompsnM. g p, Cham 
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jProTO William L. Burt to General Butler 


Washington, D.C., Feb . St 6 th , 1863 


Dear General: Upon our arrival here I delivered per- 
sonally the letters intrusted to me, and also, as you requested, 
urged action upon various of the Senators and Members. 
Some I found had an intimation of what you disclosed, but 
they were all certain that it was not possible that such a result 
should come at this late day. 

Senator Wilson does not think it possible to get the legis- 
lation now and at this late hour, but he will propose in vari- 
ous ways to push it. Mr. Gouch says his committee will in a 
day or two lay before the President (and the public) eviden- 
ces of sufficient strength to warrant a movement by him for 
something besides a promotion of Gen’l. Me. 

The committee on the conduct of the war have had him 
(Gen’l Me.) before them for the past two days, and at my 
writing the session is still going on — all with favorable results. 
This is the move proposed to meet the danger you found. 
Whether it will or not remains to be seen. 

We have made no progress as yet for Texas or for anything 
looking that way. We have no modification of the “Order,” 
and no explanation of why or wherefore it is as it is. 

It seems to me that all things here indicate that we are 
losing ground, that is, those who have the earnest prosecu- 
tion of the war at heart — certainly nothing looks encouraging 
for us. 

Sec. Stanton told a friend yesterday that General Butler 
was ordered to New Orleans and General Banks to Texas! 
I trust not, but if so I hope the first General will object suc- 
cessfully. We can never go there with Gen. Banks and his 
ideas, to say nothing of his Staff and their ideas, if they have 
any, and live it through. 

The army of the Rebels would be better for some of the 
Texans — they think there is a little hope of a Negro Enlist- 
ment Bill to-day, as the war offices have winked favorably at 
it; still, the Committee hardly feel yet permitted to act, as 
somebody may change his or their minds, and then it would be 


a mistake. Wlien will all this world find their proper limits, 
and let men with brains manage what it is not necessary 


to have lost.?* 


William L. Buet 
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From George 8. Denison to Salmon P. Chase ^ 

Private. New Orleans, February SL^th, 1863 

Dear Sir: The military movements lately in contemplation, 
have, I think, been given up. This opinion may be incorrect but 
is based upon the best information I can gather. The authori- 
ties attempt to maintain great secrecy in all their steps. All 
the contortions of the Sybil are presented without any of her 
inspiration. Thus far, except in preparation, the accomplish- 
ments of Gen. Banks amount to nothing. It is my opinion 
that a grand attack direct upon Port Hudson is intended. If 
so, it may come off in four or five weeks, and I should think 
the chances of failure and of success will be about equal. 

I do not think Gen. Banks, favors the enlistment of negroes. 
There has been some trouble about Butler’s three regiments, 
because most of their officers are colored, and the New Eng- 
land soldier could not consent to present arms to a colored 
officer and treat him with necessary respect. The good sense 
of the negroes themselves would have obviated this difficulty 
if Gen. Banks had followed their suggestions. They presented 
to him a petition asking that the three Regiments be brigaded 
together, and not be mingled with the other troops, but, as 
they have often requested, be assigned to some post of danger 
where they might be able to establish a good name for them- 
selves. This request had not been granted. 

The 4th. Reg’t. Native Guards, authorized by Gen. Banks, 
is nearly full. I understand he has permitted a Fifth to be 
raised. But this is nothing compared with what can and 
should be done. Gen. Banks seems to be much guided by his 
West Point Officers, most of whom, for some reason or other, 
have prejudices against negro troops. Gen. Phelps is a dis- 
tinguished exception. I am glad to see his nomination as 
Major General. Except Gen. Phelps, no officer in this Depart- 
ment came near Gen. Butler in ability. And this was the real 
ground, I believe, of their disagreement. The Department 
of the Gulf was not large enough for two such men. Each 
was of too emphatic character, too self-willed and determined 
in opinion, to get along well with the other. The fortifi- 
cations built by the Rebels about the city are being strength- 
ened and guns mounted on them. We never used to think 
the recapture of the city possible, defended by only a few 
thousand men and Gen. Butler. 


^ AlOifedicitKi Hktodioal Report Vol H, p* $00. 
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I used to have great admiration for McClellan, based on 
opinions formed among the rebels, who always spoke of him 
with respect — as well as of Buell. Gen. Banks is regarded 
by them as a gentleman . This is not a good sign. But they 
hated Lyon, and hate Rosecrans and Hunter and Butler and 
Phelps, and all who do not believe in conciliation. They like 
to be concUiated. 

The Department of the Gulf is too big a machine to be 
run by any one except B. F. Butler. I am afraid from late 
accounts that he is not to return here. Perhaps Mr. Seward 
is hostile to him. 

This is less a Union City now than when Gen. Banks came 
here. There is more manifestation of disloyalty than at any 
time during the Summer. And the reason is that no punish- 
ment, or insufficient punishment, follows offenses. It wonT 
do, you know, to be hard on a gentleman for exercising his 
constitutional right of abusing the United States. Judge 
Peabody of the Provisional Court, is also Provost Judge. J udge 
Peabody is a mistake. As Provost Judge, he is only a small 
magistrate. A man throws up his hat and hurrahs for Jeff 
Davis in the street. Judge P. fines him five dollars. An en- 
thusiastic rebel does not repent that price for so great a privi- 
lege. Butler would have sent the offender to Fort Jackson, 
and neither he nor any acquaintance of his woxdd have com- 
mitted the offense again. 

The policy of conciliation, in whatever form, is useless, 
absurd, and hurtful, and whoever adopts it may justly be 
accused of expecting a nonaination for the Presidency. I 
expect Mr. Bullitt on Sunday, the 1st of March. We shall 
work well together, and nothing shall be wanting on my part 
to make the management of the Custom House as efficient as 

heretofore. (Gboegb S. Denison) 

From J. A. Oriffim to General Biitler 

PatvATE. Baton Rotoe, Ftb . i 6 th , 1863 

Deae Gbneeal: I came up to this place the other day 
from your city of New Orleans. I say your city, for I find 
you are the man they all swear by in that village — both sides, 
one swearing by you, the Loyalists, and the other side about 
you, the Rebels. But I think with the loyal people you are 
more popular here than in New England, and it would seem 
with good reason. You have taken good care of these people 
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when they needed care; whereas, in the North, we are thus 
far able to take care of ourselves. But I find the soldiers are 
very anxious for your return to this department. It is true 
of the men whom Gen. Banks led hither in as strong sense 
as of your old soldiers. They seem to be profoundly and sin- 
cerely attached to you, and I find my own welcome in this 
camp arises mainly from a knowledge which some of the ofiB- 
cers have that I am a friend of yours. Among others of your 
friends whom I have met here is Dr. Kellogg, who from the 
circumstances referred to above has been most kind to me, 
and has shown me everything that is to be seen besides enter- 
taining me at his quarters in this town of poor hotels. But 
the Dr. is not satisfied with his present position, and will not 
be unless you return here. A young man of 28 years is his 
superior, and pretty insolent at that, I judge, and having none 
of the experience or knowledge of the country and its dis- 
eases which Dr. Kellogg seems to possess. The Dr. feels very 
much as you would, in old times, acting as Junior counsel 
with Manett as Senior. If you don’t return, I hope, as the 
Dr. seems to desire, that he may be appointed Surgeon in 
the regular army. 

Gen. Grover seems to be quite unpopular here. He never 
sees his men. He keeps at his quarters, or, if he rides out, rides 
away from the field where the soldiers encamp. But his orders 
seem to be singularly lacking in wisdom. They are obviously 
emanations from the same source as these extraordinary con- 
cessions to rebellion which Gen. Banks has so recently issued, 
to the surprise of everybody who has any other than rebel 
blood in his veins. The rebels hover near the confines of this 
town. A fight, at any time, may come off here as well as at 
Port Hudson, and the results, no man can venture to predict. 
If Gen. Banks with his great army holds what you left him, I 
think tlie country ought to be satisfied. It may have to be sat- 
isfied with much less. 

I shall return by an early steamer after this, to the North. 
If you have any orders for me to execute when I land at New 
York, send your commands to my address at the As tor House. 

Ymrs truly, J. A. 0 . Griffin 

P.S. Major Green is up here looking after two fellows, one 
nametl Johnson and one Lacliane, boUi from New York, who 
seem to be spies sent by somebody to find out, if they can, 
anytliing 'against your administration of affairs here in this 
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department. Such is the statement Major Green makes to 
me, and asks that I append it to this letter, I have, of 
course, no personal knowledge on the subject. But I hear 
from the officers that three men are here for apparently no 
other purpose than that supposed or known by Major Green 
to be their mission. 

From D. K. Carter to General Butler 

New York, Feb, 1863 

Dear Sir: I arrived in this city from Washington Saturday 
eve. When I left there was no apparent change in executive 
quarters touching your affairs. The day following your depart- 
ure, in a conversation with the Secretary of War, he acknowl- 
edged that your proposition in reference to the command of 
the Department of the Gulf would be adopted, and that in 
reference to it he and the President were agreed, and Seward’s 
opposition would be overcome. 

I was confidentially told by one who knows, that you had 
been unanimously elected to the Commander-in-Chief by the 
Union League throughout the United States, 400,000 strong, 
and that means would be found to bring this finding before 
the President soon. 

I shall in a day or two proceed from here to Ohio. Should 
be glad to hear from you at Chicago. 

Sincerely yours, D. K. Carter 

From General Butler to Henry Wilson 

Lowell, Fch, 1B63 

My dear sir: I have read a sketch of a debate in the 
Senate in which you were kind enough to express confidence 
in the rectitude of my official action. 

There was an allusion by Mr. Davis to the plate and furni- 
ture of a person in St. Louis taken by me. I understand that 
Alexander Brothers is the party meant. He escaped from 
New Orleans, and went to St, Louis without taking the oath 
of allegiance, under a pass procured by the intervention of a 
professed Union man, whom I have since ascertained to have 
been a scoundrel, whom Brothers alleges to have bribed to 
get the pass for him. Brothers was one of the rebel Provost 
Marshals, having in charge the city, by whom the immense 
<lestruction of projierty was made on the arrival of our fleet. 

Brothers’ plate and furniture was taken possession of by 
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my order, and was turned over to Gen. Banks’ Quartermaster 
when I left the Department of the Gulf, and I have his receipt 
therefor. 

I especially thank you for your offer to have an investiga- 
tion. I am ready at any and all times. I cannot of course 
answer newspaper paragraphs and slanders, but Mr. Davis, if 
he is an honest and just man, can be satisfied upon every point 
by simply asking me by letter. If he will not do this, but will 
persist in slandering a public oflBcer without inquiry from a place 
given him by the secession of better men than himself, which 
he could never have got without that fortunate occurrence, then 
he is simply the scoundrel and thief he would fain have me be- 
lieved. Breckenridge was at least a gentleman, and there does 
not seem much to choose in loyalty between the former and 
present incumbent save that the first was a courageous traitor.. 

Most truly yours, Benj. F. Butlee 

From General Butler to Salmon P. Chase 

Lowell, Feb. 9Mi, 186S 

My DEAR Sir: I have to thank the spirit of friendship which 
dictated your letter of the twenty-fourth. 

I would I could see my way quite clear to follow the coun- 
sels of one who can so well advise, and who would so truly 
direct me in so far as the truest friendship demands. 

You strongly advise me to accept willingly the command 
of the Department of the Gulf upon the terms set forth in the 
project of an order from the President, as proposed to be 
amended by the Secretary of War. 

Deep respect for your opinion leads me to attempt to direct 
your thoughts carefully to the position offered me by the 
Ordcir, to see if our minds may not be brought to the same 
conclusion from an examination of the subject from the same 
point of view. Let me premise, however that I think I can 
<livest myself of all personal considerations in the matter, 
and be governed solely by those which tend to the public 
service, because the very offer by the President of a return to 
the Department of the Gulf is of itself a most complete per- 
sonal vindication, and entirely satisfies any personal wish I 
could entertain on the subject of my relief from that Depart- 
ment, and if in the course of tlie point I present I speak of 
myself, I beg you to read simply an impersonation of a pro- 
posed conamand of that department. 
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The proposed amended order offers: 1st. The command of 
the Department of the Gulf. 

2nd. That as soon as the river shall be opened, Gen. Banks 
shall be sent to Texas with a sufficient force. 

What service then can be done under this order? 

I can reach New Orleans the first of April. 

There are 50,000 effective troops in the department exclud- 
ing negroes, but of these thirty-five thousand are nine months’ 
men, whose term of service will expire in ninety days from the 
day of my arrival; troops collected under enormous bounties, 
not for war but for money; men counting the days until their 
term of service expires, as did the three-months’ men in the 
summer of 1861; actually in the latter part of their time, 
phalklng up on the side of their barracks thirty marks, and 
rubbing out one as each day was got rid of that intervened 
between their return, and at last at noon rubbing out a half 
mark as the time dragged slowly away. The same kind and 
worse troops from the nature of the case than those who 
marched home from the first Bull Run, with the enemies’ 
cannon thundering in their ears as they went; the same kind 
of troops to whom Washington issued his severest orders 
against plundering; the same kind of troops of whom Jackson 
shot six for deserting him in the face of “savage enemy”; 
they claiming by a construction of law only security against 
the fact that their time had expired; officers without hope 
but of speedy disbandment; without ambition except soon 
and safely to get home, that they may elsewhere obtain per- 
manent and honorable service. 

I need not and do not make personal application of these 
remarks to the very men in the department of the Gulf, but 
merely enumerate these psychological facts resulting from 
the operations of the human mind in men enlisted for a short 
and now just expiring term of service. This is simply history 
teaching by example. These are the infelicities of short 
enlistments. 

Without stopping to enquire who perpetrated the enormous 
blunder of sending two thousand miles away forty thousand 
of these useless troops, at an expense at a low estimate of 
three hundred dollars each for transportation down and back; 
say, twelve millions of dollars, a sum which for all the use it 
has been to the Government had better been thrown in the sea. 
Let us see how they are to be got back. Where is the trans- 
portation to come from? Is not the Commanding General at 
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New Orleans simply to be resolved into a magnified transpor- 
tation agent, to send home this force in the meantime. If he 
allows their term of enlistment to expire, then he has simply 
so many mutinous mobs on his hands to be controlled and 
guarded by the rest of his force. It is useless to say these men 
will re-enlist there — if they re-enlist at all, as doubtless many 
of them will, it will not be till after they have come home to 
visit their wives and sweethearts, and to tell Othello-like their 
“hairbreadth escapes by blood and field.” But where is the 
transportation to come from? There has been already one 
investigation over the frauds in getting them out there. Is it 
a pleasant prospect for a Commanding General to think he 
must be liable to another in getting them back? Can not, 
ought not a General to have other and grander objects of con- 
templation in the service to his country than these? Especially 
when he has seen all this brought upon the country against 
his remonstrance, without his aid, and largely by his removal 
from a post of duty which you now urge him to re-occupy. I 
will do it if ordered, or take the consequences, but I do not 
think that this command is one to be taken by consent, nothing 
ought to come but discontent, disquiet, disgust, and disaster, 
and if anything else does come it will only be a good fortune 
which could be had once in a lifetime. I see how it would be! 
I should be left with only the brave troops with which I spent 
the last summer at New Orleans, to try the fate of another 
epidemic season with our constitutions unfitted by previous 
exposure; our blood decarbonized; our energies unstrung by 
inaction and hopelessness. 

Let us revert for a moment to the second part of the order, 
“that Gen. Banks is to be sent to Texas with a sufficient force 
when the river is opened.” Where is that sufficient force to 
come from? Certainly I would not be the means of sending 
these nine months’ troops five hundred miles farther away, 
and there are no others in the I)ei)artment save enough for 
garrison duty, of its various posts from Pensacola to Galveston. 

You may say, enlist the negro. True, I had high hopes 
from the enlistment of the negro. I enlisted my third regi- 
ment of Native Guards, colored, in fourteen days, a thousand 
strong. But something has happened in the Department of 
the Gulf which has changed all that. What it is I do not 
know. I resolutely disbelieve all newspaper stories as a 
foundation of action, but certain it is that General Banks has 
been there more than times fourteen days, and has hot 
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filled up his first regiment of colored men. Certain it is that 
many things have changed there beside the change of Gen- 
erals. They even shoot at the Commanding General with 
air-guns now, so that he will soon realize Carlyle’s description 
of the French “Citizen, King the Great shot at, but not yet 
shot,” — with an air gun. 

If I am not misinformed, it will take months to restore in 
the negro in Louisiana that reliance upon the Justice, that 
confidence in the power, that appreciation of the good will, 
and that trust in the good faith of the Government of the 
United States which he had on the 15th day of December 
last. Quarreling with officers, men willing to fight the common 
enemy because they are not white, was unknown at that date; 
depriving energetic and accomplished oflSicers, to whom the 
commissions of the President had been given by his order, 
and to whom the faith of the Government was pledged by their 
commissions, because their ancestors, more or less remote, 
were part of African descent; to allow one portion of the 
troops armed for the defence of the country to contumeliously 
insult another, because of their color, when all have equal 
rights, arms, uniforms, and so far as had been seen, equal 
courage, was unheard of in the Department of the Gulf in 
1862, and in my judgment such acts as are reported to have 
transpired in that department since will tend more to dis- 
courage and hinder the enlistment of colored men than months 
of true justice can remedy. The negro, whether the equal of 
the white man or not, knows when he is treated fairly, and 
appreciates an injustice quite as cnduringly as if of a lighter 
color. Your horse even knows when ho is whipped without 
fault on his part and because of his rider’s ill-temper or caprice. 
No one asks the negro to be admitted to our battles upon 
social equality, but it is asked, and all just men must concede 
to him, equality of right, nay the superiority even, which 
courage and conduct gives the brave man upon the battle- 
field, and lastly that equality that an honorable death gives 
to all in the grave. How can we expect the black man to 
stand up against the white rebel when we allow him to be 
insulted by our own soldier because he is white ? 

I feel deeply upon this subject, my friend, and I may write 
sharply, but for one, I never will ask the color of the man who 
exposes his life to protect mine upon the same battle-field in 
defence of the honor of my country. 

Whether the negro will fight or not, let tlie chosen legions 



LETTERS OF GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER 25 


of the first Napoleon vanquished by the half -armed insurgent 
of San Domingo answer. 

What may have been the debasing influence upon his cour- 
age by his association with white man I cannot say, but I 
must not forget that he is a slave only because his ancestor 
was a captive of war, ay, and in a hand-to-hand conflict too 

— of a chieftain who made war upon his tribe. Can the sons 
of the tobacco-bought mothers of Virginia say as much? 
Whether the negro will fight, let the second last Napoleon 
answer by his acts in hiring them to do what the veterans of 
the Crimea cannot do — whip the Mexica ns . 

Pardon this digression. The negro won’t fight, however, if 
he is not justly and fairly treated — and I do not think it is 
just or fair treatment to “induce” him to go back to work on 
his master’s plantation for three dollars per month, when as 
a skilled mechanic he can get forty elsewhere. 

I have adverted to these matters in order that you may see 
how my mind has been balanced in weighing my duty to the 
country as to going back to New Orleans. I believe time, a 
long time too, can only repair the mischief that has been done 
there in the mind of the negro. Kindness, justice, and a con- 
tinuance of them will alone convince him that the Govern- 
ment is in earnest witli him, and that some political intrigue 
will not recall the man in whom he has confidence, and sub- 
stitute another who will proclaim that freedom to him is a 
“purpose only” to be carried out in some future but indefinite 
time. The wrong done the negro in that department by the 
action of the Government there has a most material bearing 
in my mind upon the question of accepting the command 
of the Gulf. 

But you will answer that when the river is opened you can 
have troops enough from the army of Mississippi. 

Ah, my friend! I have tried that experiment in June last. 
I lay lit New Orleans with scarcely 0000 men, and sent a force 
of four thousand to Vicksburg, counting on support from Gen. 
Halleck’s army, then lying at Gorinth, Beauregard having 
just then successfully retreated to Tupelo. The finest army 
of tlie country reported a hundred and sixty thousand strong. 
We begged for a few men to help us at Vicksburg because 
’s and Breckenridge’s divisions had reinforced the enemy 

— but not a soldier could we get. That fine army of Gen. 
Halleck went up or doum, I don’t know which, do you? and 
was never heard of after, I prayed for men from Washington 
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.nd from General Grant, and could get them from neither 
ource, and why not? Because I could not command them to 
narch to our relief. The country is now suffering from that 
nistake. If Halleck’s army had kept Beauregard’s from rein- 
orcing Vicksburg, or if Halleck or Grant had sent me as 
nany men as were sent to help the enemy, in either event, 
i^icksburg would have been taken, the river opened, and the 
;reat loss of blood and treasure now incurred to open it saved. 

will never voluntarily put myself as a suppliant for troops 
rom another department. If the Government mean that I 
hall have the troops to do anything with, let them give them 

0 me at once. Or at least the order for them. But you will 
ay that there are no troops to be had. Let me have those at 
i*ort Royal until they are ready to be moved. Let us strike 
m the Mississippi, open Port Hudson and Vicksburg. The 
:enerals at Port Royal will have got over their difficulties by 
hat time, and the ordnance stores for which they are waiting 
dll have been prepared. The siege guns which they need will 
.ave at least been shipped. 

Let something be done or let me see that something can 
e done except pitiful intrigues by which I am removed from 
ommand, and the arrow shall not leave the bow with a swifter 
ight than I into the service. But with the expectations of 
he country roused into a belief that I can achieve something 
ke success, I cannot of my own will be sent into that honorable 
xile again to which Scott banished me at Fortress Monroe, 
dthout men, without means, and without support, as a 
unishment for taking Baltimore without his column of 
2,000 men. 

These are the views, written Currente Calamo, which in- 
uence my decision in regstrd to the department of the Gulf, 
m I not right? There is one observation in your letter I 
xnnot let pass without comment. You say “put far away 
xeculators.” Is it possible you still believe those foolish lies 
hich interested and disloyal men set afloat about me, failing 
) find any other point vulnerable? I think the merchants of 
ew York whose commerce with New Orleans is now drooping 

1 death would desire some General there who could rescue 

from the grave. Some one who would not permit rebel 

inkers to issue their notes irredeemable in specie and put 
lem above United States legal tender notes. Oh, my friend, 
le Secretary of the Treasury! Some general capable of so 
anaging his own financial affairs that it would not be neces- 
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sary to take with him as financial aids a speculator in the 

, and a defaulting Massachusetts liquor agent to take care 

of his finances. But enough of this. Every act of mine is 
open to investigation. I defy my enemies and trust my friends, 
no one of whom need fear for me. 

I have written plainly, distinctly, because I am writing to 
a friend, who can appreciate the very plainness of my speech. 
To a neutral or an enemy I might use the words of diplomacy, 
but to you whom I so much respect and esteem I can write 
as I feel, in the words of truth and soberness. Be assured that 
I appreciate most highly the kind action of the President in 
offering me again so high a command, and I would do any- 
thing consistent with my solemn views of duty to my country 
to do him a service to show that grateful appreciation. The 
whole matter may be summed up in a word, — 1 see no service 
to the country to come out of the proposed command unless troops 
can be given to finish the work on the Mississippi and in the 
Gulf, or the means' of getting them on Mississippi River. 

The war will either go on successfully in abler and better 
hands than mine, or some crisis will come in the affairs of the 
country — like that which called me from my quiet home in 
April, 18G1 — when my service will be needed, which will 
find me ready. Again thanking you for your thoughtful 
kindness, believe me your friend. 

(Benj. F. Butleb) 

From General J. W. Turner to General Butler 

New York, N. Y., March Ist^ 1863 

Genebal: Enclosed I send you these letters I found here 
at the Ht. Nicholas. General Ilalleck is urging your being 
sent to the supreme command in North Carolina. Col. Shaffer 

is no better. sincerely, J. W. Tebneb 

From General Strong to General Butler 

Nos. HO to SIS Park Plaoe, New York, MartHi. SA 1803 

My dkab Genebal: Quo croycz vousf (as we Creoles say). 
Don’t you think there’s a fine opening for an enterprising 
young man at New Orleans about now? The “Star of the 
West,” the “Queen do,” and the “Indianola” at perfect lib- 
erty to carry a fUig of truce down to the Crescent City, and 
nothing but the “Essex” to fire a salute for them as they 
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pass down. I think, however, that if you throw a chain 
across the Merrimac below you there that Picayune Castle 
will be impregnable. On the whole. I’m pretty well satisfied 
with your present coromand. Called to pay my respects to 
Mrs. Banks after the dinner, and what should she do but be- 
gin about her husband’s troubles and the desponding tone of 
his letters. 

I sympathized and berated the Government for its shameful 
abuse of him, — sending him off there in not the best of 
health, likely to fall under the wing of Yellow Jack, and finally, 
with no troops to work with. (Query — How will he feel, 
about June?) 

Stopped at Frank Howe’s store yesterday and met the 
Quarter Master, who was left behind to forward the last half 

of Banks’ expedition. He says that things are in a of 

a fix in the Dept, of the Gulf. 

Now let me issue a “Gen. Order,” which runs to the effect 
that Seward rules the country and Weed rules Seward. Mc- 
Clellan will soon have a command, as he is a friend of both. 
Banks is his friend (as well as Seward’s), and he will be got 
out of those swamps before the hot weather comes on. They 
will try to make him Sec. of War, and I’ve no doubt they’d 
like to have you go back bye and bye, as things grow darker 
and the weather grows hotter. 

I see that Shepley, Weitzel, and Nickerson are left out by 
the Senate. What does it mean in Weitzel’s case? There’s 


something there that you didn’t tell me about. 

My kind remembrances to Mrs. Butler and the rest of the 


household. 


Yours as ever. Geo, C. Strong 


From George S. Denison to Salmon P. Chase ^ 

PnrVATB. New Okjleans, March 7ih, 1803 

Dear Sir: Of late my letters have been destitute of inter- 
est. The reason is simple — I have nothing to say. I have 
but little to say now. 

No military movements have been made. The whole energy 
of the Department is occupied, apparently, in preparations for 
a grand attack on Port Hudson. The intended expedition up 
the Teche to Red River was relinquished, as you have been 
informed. Officers recently from Baton Rouge think the 

^ American Historical Association Report, 1902, VoL 11, p. 065* 
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movement on Port Hudson will occur in about three weeks. 
Gen. Banks went up the River this afternoon, and many people 
in the city think the attack is to be made at once. I have not 
asked Gen. Banks any thing about it, as he evidently dislikes 
to reveal his intentions. 

My opinions concerning the management of the Depart- 
ment — the comparative merits of Butler and Banks — the 
necessity of Gen. Butler’s return, etc. — remain unchanged. 
It seems to me a great opportunity has been lost. Since 
Banks’ arrival a large negro army might have been enrolled 
and made efficient. Gen. Banks is evidently opposed to such 
measures, though they would not have interfered with other 
operations. As it is, but one regiment has been raised. From 
twenty to fifty thousand ought now to be ready for the field 
in this Department — and they alone could have cleaned out 
Louisiana. Without authority Gen. Butler raised three regi- 
ments. If he had been here since the 1st. January I think he 
would have a large colored army in process of organization. 
This thing must be done, and the sooner the better. 

Prom what I can learn, Gen. Butler is probably not to return 
here. His presence here now would be worth ten thousand 
men. My admiration for him increases every day, as continued 
opportunities occur of comparing his command with the pres- 
ent. I have certain information that if he does return, his 
brother Col. Butler will immediately depart. I have been 
engaged this week in assisting Mr. Bullitt, who arrived a week 
ago. We shall get along well together. As acting Collector 
of Internal Revenue, I have done nothing, but shall write 
you about it by next mail. Are you not going to appoint 
an assessor? 

I have just learned that all available troops have started 
for Baton Rouge. Perhaps the attack comes off soon. 

(Geoeqe S. Denison) 

From Fisher A. Hildreth to Mrs. BuUer 

Nhw Oelidans, March 7, 1803 

Dear Sarah: I just received yours from Washington dated 
from the 15 th to 18th ult. I write more to say we are all well, 
and that I have received yours, than because there is anything 
here worth communicating. Whether you or Harriet will get 
this I am somewhat in doubt, as I look upon the chances as 
nearly, not quite, even, that you may be on the way here. 
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It seems matters in Washington are controlled still pretty 
much as we have always expected; though it seems there 
must be some shaking in that quarter. If the troops here are 
moving up the river in anticipation of an attack at Baton 
Rouge — as incredible as this must seem to you, such is 
believed the actual state of things. Capt. George writes me 
that he has accepted Col. Butler’s drafts on me to more than 
the amount of all the sugars, after paying the necessary 
expenses. I think worse and worse of that whole affair. I 
have written George to hold enough for my security at all 
hazards, and to make no final settlement until I am there. 

If the Gen. does not come out here I want he should write 
at once the lowest amount for which I shall sell the Yacht, 
and then I will get all I can. The small boat upon the yacht 
has been taken by order of the Deputy Surveyor, upon the 
ground that Ex-Collector Denison claims that it is his private 
property. I shall see Denison about it immediately. The 
market for sugar and cotton here advances faster than my 
ideas, and hence I never buy. If the war is not brought to 
an end in less than a year, gold will be more than twice the 
price of greenbacks. If you have any investments to make, 
buy gold, and I don’t know as it makes much difference what 
you give for it, as it will continue to advance. If you have 
not started write me at once, as I shall come home in April 
whatever becomes of matters here or elsewhere. The rise of 
goods must help Read very much, and he will come out ahead, 
I think, though he has been nearly skinned alive. 

Though business is terribly dull here I could get along very 
well were it not for the terrible reflections of what has hap- 
penned at home since I came here.^ Love to all. . . . 

Eisheu 

From Jams Parton to General Butler 

New Yokk, No. 5 and 7 Mercer St, Maroh 12, 1868 

Mt dear General: Excuse my troubling you once more. 
If you will be at home during the next ten or fifteen days, 
would it be convenient for you to give me a daily interview 
of an hour, sometime toward the close of the day, when you 
may be disposed to lounge on the sofa and talk? I would gladly 
go to Lowell, and take up my abode near your residence. All 
I want from you is that which you alone can give — the rest 


1 Israel Hildreth, only son of Fisher Ames Hildreth, died February, 1863. 
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I must get from your friends and comrades. But the more I 
get directly from yourself the better. 

I have now collected nearly all the printed material, and 
should like to get to work in earnest. The more work that is 
put into a book the more interesting it would be. Pray let me 
hear in time. I shall not incommode you at Lowell in the 
least, as I shall make everything bend to your convenience. 

If you say, Come, you will see me straightway. 

With the highest respect, Jas. Parton 

From Horatio King ^ 

Pbivate. Washington, March IStk, 1868 

Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler, Lowell, Mass. 

My dear General : Enclosed is a copy of a letter which I 
lately sent to Prof. Marshall, a friend of mine, and ardent 
Union man, at Leeds, England. 

I hope it may not be distasteful to you, as I am willing, of 
course, you should show it to whom you please. 

Sincerely Yours, Horatio King 

Enclosure referred to in Foregoing Letter 

Washington, Feb, StStK 1863 [Not in chronological order] 

Prof. J. W. Marshall, United States Consul, Leeds, England 

Dear Sir: Your letter of the 25th Oct. came duly to hand, 
and I have to reproach myself for my neglect in so long omit- 
ting to acknowledge its receipt. I have also to thank you 
for a copy of a Leeds newspaper, in return, I presume, for a 
number of the National Intelligencer which I sent to you. I 
was much pleased with an editorial article upon Gen. Butler 
in the Leeds paper, and as he happened to be here at the time 
I had the pleasure of presenting it to him, and it was subse- 
quently copied into one of our city papers. 

It was refreshing, after being obliged to read so much in 
the London Times and kindred English journals revolting to 
all our feelings of friendship, to peruse an article from an 
English source on the whole so just toward the United States 
and Gen. Butler in particular. 

The fact is, he is undoubtedly one of our ablest Generals, 
and if all had been like him the rebellion would have been far 

^ Horatio King, Postmaster General in BucKanan’a Cabinet, and appointed by 
linooltt as one of a board of Commissioners to settle for tbe States emancipated in 
lih$ District d Columbia prior to the issue of the general emancipalion prodaipatiom 
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less successful than it has been. It is not an extravagant 
opinion to advance that at the commencement of our troubles, 
by his bold dash into and taking possession of Baltimore, he 
saved Washington. That city was reeking with treason, its 
police and a majority of its councils were in the interest of 
the secessionists, arms and munitions of war in great quan- 
tities had been collected there, and everything was ripening 
for a coup de main, which, in conjunction with the rebel hordes 
in Virginia, was to place the seat of the National Government, 
with all its archives, in the hands of the insurgents, when 
they were surprised one morning to find Gen. Butler had 
effectually frustrated their plans by quietly taking possession 
of the city. He was equally energetic and fortunate in his 
expedition to North Carolina; but nowhere has it been more 
apparent that the right man was in the right place than while 
he was in command at New Orleans. His strict discipline 
saved thousands of lives. The summary hanging of Mumford 
was an act of mercy, for it operated as a solemn warning against 
all further attempts there to feed the desolating fires of treason 
by openly insulting the Flag of the Union. 

The celebrated Woman Order, I at first regarded as rather 
unfortunately worded, but I have the authority of a most 
intelligent lady, who resided in the South when the rebellion 
broke, out, and remained there, — most of the time in Mem- 
phis until August last, — for saying that it was exactly what 
was required, and that it produced the desired effect. It 
brought ladies to their senses, and taught them to see what 
they should never have overlooked, that to insult an officer 
or soldier in the manner so many of them had done was 
a pretty sure sign that they had no claim to the title of 
lady. Nor was it local in its effect. It was as potent for 
good in Memphis and throughout the South as it was in 
New Orleans. 

Of course Gen. Butler is unpopular with the rebels and their 
Northern sympathizers; but he commands the respect and 
confidence of all true friends of the Union. The flattering 
welcome extended to him recently in Boston, Baltimore, and 
other cities is proof of this; and there is the strongest desire 
felt to see him again entrusted with some important command 
where the Government may continue to have the benefit of 
his abilities. 

You will have observed that the President’s Emancipation 
Proclamation has not had the happy effect its advocates pre- 
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dieted for it. On the contrary, its tendency, I fear, has been 
not only to intensify the hatred of the rebels toward the Gov- 
ernment, but to strengthen the northern opposition to the ad- 
ministration at a time when all party spirit should be ignored, 
and discourage the conservative portion of the community, 
from which the administration heretofore derived its greatest 
support in the prosecution of the war. Nevertheless, the great 
body of the people of the loyal States are united in the deter- 
mination to subdue the rebellion and preserve the Union; 
and all that is needed to render them as enthusiastic as ever is 
that our armies in the field shall achieve the success which, 
under proper guidance, they will certainly accomplish. They 
believe more in hard blows against the military power of the 
South than in proclamations; and if slavery suffers thereby 
few will care; but they do not believe in making this a war for 
the direct abolition of slavery. Here is the point of difference 
between the conservative and radical abolition element at 
the North, and this difference, more than anything else, serves 
to weaken the administration in its struggle with treason. 

The number of those in the loyal States, who are at heart 
dis-unionists, is comparatively small; yet there is no doubt 
that they do great injury to the Union cause by their constant 
denunciation of the administration, by the grossest misrep- 
resentation, and by giving information to the enemy. Tt is 
from this class that the loudest complaints come of arbitrary 
arrests, when, had they their deserts, many of them would 
long since have been hung. Ever ready to denounce any act 
of the Government calculated to restrain the liberty of rebel 
sympathizers, you never hear a word from them in condemna- 
tion of the savage cruelties practised by their Southern friends 
upon all in their midst, without regard to sex or age, who dare 
to acknowledge their allegiance to the United States. Doubt- 
less some arrests have been made by our military authorities 
without sufficient cause; but where one such mistake has 
occurred, hundreds have been permitted to go at large, enjoy- 
ing all the blessings of the government, when they should 
have been either locked up or sent beyond the lines. If the 
government has erred in this, it is in having been too lenient 
to traitors. 

Not even known spies are dealt with as we have always been 
taught they should be, condemned and executed; but the 
extent of their punishment hitherto has been simple imprison- 
ment, and this, perhaps, only for a few weeks, when they have 

VOL. m— 3 
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been suffered to depart on taking the oath of allegiance, to be 
violated as soon as taken. 

Notwithstanding the war, our public buildings here are 
approaching to completion, the work upon them never hav- 
ing been discontinued. The beautiful dome of the Capitol 
is nearly ready to receive its crowning ornament, the bronze 
Goddess of Liberty, by Mills, and the west front of the Treas- 
ury building, already presents a row of massive granite columns 
corresponding with those on the south side, the roof is nearly 
finished, and many of the rooms are occupied. Meantime a 
street railway has been completed within the past few months, 
running from Georgetown to the Capitol, railroad depot, and 
the Navy Yard, from the steamboat -landing to near the north- 
ern boundary of the city on 7th street, and from Pennsylvania 
Avenue along 14th street, also to the northern boundary near 
Columbia College. 

So you perceive, and I wish our English friends also to 
know, that we here have no idea of giving up the Union. I 
say “our English friends,” for we still believe the people of 
Great Britain, as well as Her Majesty, the Queen, and His 
Royal Highness, the Prince of Wales, are the fast friends of 
the United States. 

Neither they nor we have forgotten the pleasure of his 
visit amongst us; and should France, with a view to secure 
Mexico, be so unwise (which I cannot think possible) as to 
unite with the South by an armed interference in our affairs, 
it is easy to see on which side Great Britain must be. 

Very Respectfully and Truly Yours, Hoeatio King 

From Edward L. Pierce to General Butler 

Pbivatbj. CuUom House, NEVr YoEK, Collector’s Office, March Wh, 1868 

Mt deak Genbeal: I leave for Port Royal on the “Arago” 
very early tomorrow morning, to be gone about a fortnight or 
three weeks. 

Yesterday I was at Washington, and it is in consequence of 
what I learned there that I write this brief note. Friendship 
will excuse whatever of plainness there may be in it. 

The offer of the Gulf command is, I learn, still open to you, 
and your best friends are anxious that you should accept it 
at once, as they do not know how soon it may be impracti- 
cable to have it continue open. They wish you to accept it 
even though you cannot have tlie class of troops whitih you 
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desire, and they express the fear that if you insist on terms 
too much, your reputation may suffer somewhat, as has been 
the case with Fremont and Hay, and for your own sake they 
want the suspense ended, as ‘they do not see where another 
opportunity so eligible is likely to occur soon. I confess that 
after what I heard I shall hear with pleasure that you are 
making preparations for departure to N. O. 

I understand that your command could be full and without 
restrictions, and where I obtained my information it was 
hoped that your acceptance would not be delayed a week. 

I found that Sumner had not kept along with your case 
since you left, having been abroad in the matters of his special 
department. But if you desire fuller information he would 
doubtless provide it, and he is always so sincere that his sug- 
gestions would prove of value. 

My great desire to see still further advanced the reputation 
which you have so worthily won must be my excuse for what 
would be otherwise impertinence. 

Yours in haste, Edwaed L. Piekcb 

From Hiram Barney 

Cmtom Home , New York, Collector's Office , March 23, 1863 

Maj. Gen. B. F. Butlbk, Lowell, Mass. 

My deae Geneeal: When are we to see you in this city? 
If no more responsible or important duty is devolved upon 
you by the President, I hope you will resume the command of 
the Department of the Gulf with the purpose to deliver Texas. 
The troops destined for Texas should, I think, be raised with 
that view. The Yankees like to have an object to accomplish. 
If it is understood that enlistments for that service are to be 
taken instead of the conscription, and that they will have 
inducements, in the way of County lands, to remain there, 
there will, I think, be no difficulty in raising immediately the 
requisite force to conquer and hold all that vast country. It 
is a great work to redeem the Southwest. I am with cordial 
regards and high esteem. 

Most truly yours, Hieam Baenet 

From Richard S. Fay to Gemrai Butler 

Boston^ MAssACHusEtrs, Mmh 186 $ 

Mt deae Geneeal: I propose to go to Lowell Thursday, 
with the mvoiees of the Middlesex Mills, partly to see how our 



36 


LETTERS OF GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER 


new mill looks, but more for the hopes of seeing you. I begin to 
be tired of your inactions. I expected ere this to have been able 
to address you as Secretary of War or some such title, sweet to 
us all but deserving to so few. If you have not been over the 
mills since they were renewed, perhaps you will feel interest 
enough in their success to join us there. With highest respects. 

Truly yours, Richaed S. Fay 


From P. R. George 


New York, March 2Srd, 1863 

General Butlee 

Nothing new. The committee leave here to-day to try to 
push your iuterests for Secretary of War. It is of the Tribune 
stamp, with co-operation of some others. I have but this and 
one other item of interest. You will pardon me I know. 

General Whitney came into my room this eve and said, 
“George, the General’s brother is coming on here, and you 
better write the General he’d better not come. He will get 
sued as sure as God, about New Orleans matters.” Next me 
at table (he said) he heard two men swearing if they could 
only catch him, they had all the papers, etc., etc. It was at 
the St. Nicholas hotel. I think. General, until some change, 
some new command, or a little more time has passed, it would 
be a foolish hazard for him to come, as I fear not much hurt, 
but political spite and effort to mix you up will be attempted, 
and that you, not he, will be on trial. It will be nasty, that’s all. 
You must comprehend it. A little spark some times makes more 
fire than it is reasonable to suppose. There is a good deal said 
one way and another, that will all burst out as soon as you cloud 


again, if you should happen to. Besides, instead of cloud, you 
may shine so bright as to dazzle. Would it be quite wise to al- 
low specks, mere fly dirts on the window or flies about, even if 
it can be avoided without too much sacrifice? You will pardon 
me I know. General, for my frankness, even if you do not 


agree with me in cautiousness. 


P. R. Geoege 


From General Butler 

LoweUi, MASBAOHDBDtxs, MoroA 9&ri, 1868 

Gen. L. Thomas, Adjt. Gen. 

Report in the matter of imprisonment of Alfred Lemore 
I HAVE the honor to report that Jules Lemore and Alfred 
Lemore were arrested as Army Contractors of the Confeder- 
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ate Government. One of them was ordered to answer questions 
and was ordered into confinement with punishment for con- 
tumacy, but I afterwards found the evidence and did not in- 
flict the punishment. When I left New Orleans he was in the 
Parish prison awaiting trial. If he is not there now, I sup- 
pose he has bribed the jailor and escaped, a favorite mode of 
jail delivery in former times at New Orleans. 

Benj. F. Btttleb, Maj. Gen. Commdg. 

From General Butler 

Lowell, Mass., March 93rd, 1863 

Hon. Secretary of War 

Sie: I have to acknowledge the receipt of the copy of the 
letter of Lord Lyons, relating to the claim of A. Kernahan, 
to the Hon. Secretary of State, referred to me for report. 

The claim is based upon grounds that Kernahan is a British 
subject who has never forfeited the protection of his Govern- 
ment by an act of hostility to the United States. Whether 
Kernahan was born a British subject I am not informed, but 
before hearing of the matter which took place before me the 
following facts appeared. 

A. Kernahan had resided many years in New Orleans, tak- 
ing part in the usual civic affairs as a citizen, and received the 
protection of the United States in his person and property, 
and was a very active sympathizer with the rebellion. After 
the occupation of the city by the United States forces, Kerna- 
han, as the Agent of some rebel organization, went to Holly 
Spring and Canton, Miss., within the rebels lines, for the pur- 
pose of superintending the Confederate wounded and sick 
soldiers, and especially those from Louisiana, was still in the 
service of the rebels on the 10 th of Sept. 1862, and was then 
contemplating farther enterprises in their behalf. His affidavit 
denies that he was in the service of the “ Confederate Govern- 
ment,” bxit does not deny that he was in the service of the 
rebels. He admits that he wrote a letter dated at Canton, 
Miss. Sept. 10th, and that letter was intercepted by the 
United States Authorities at New Orleans. A copy of that 
letter is appended hereto duly certified, and makes an entire 
and perfect case against his neutrality. 

It will be observed that the first pages speak of his employ- 
ment in case of tlie Rebel sick and wounded before referred 
to, and the whole epistle breathes all over with mimical expres- 
sions of his rebel sympathies. It might be difficult, I think, to 
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explain for him such phrases as “if we are to have a winter 
campaign, Nashville will soon be a good location; at present 
the Yanks have it, but they must soon quit.” “Good news 
from Kentucky, we will soon have that state.” “Our news 
from Virginia is such as to give us great hopes,” “ The Yanks 
are all driven to Washington, and we are shelling Arlington 
Heights,” “We have heavy losses, the enemy nearly double,” 
“In thirty days I hope the border states will be all ours,” — 
consistently with the writer’s neutrality. 

Even his wish that the Commanding General may escape 
the fever does not avail him in that behalf, because he only 
desires it “until some of our men can reach him.” Also 
another. His postscript that “we know of three Ironclads, 
gunboats in these seas, English made,” shows evidence of 
British neutrality, which now has the notoriety of “Prince 
faith.” 

Indeed, Mr. Kernahan is rather above the average speci- 
men of foreign neutrals so far as I saw them in New Orleans. 
The money of Kernahan has been accounted for to the United 
States, and the tobacco & brandy were put into the United 
States Warehouses. Mr. Kernahan has forfeited all claim to 
the protection of his Government, as well as that of ours. 

Very Respectfully, Your Ohedt. Servt., 

Benj. F. Butlee, Maj. Gen. Commdg. 

From General Butler 

Lowell, Mass., March 18 GS 

The Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War 

Sm: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the 
letter of Lord Lyons to the Hon. Sec’y of State with enclo- 
sures, relating to the claim of Louisa A. Keegan for indemnity, 
with directions to report thereon. The facts appearing before 
me were substantially these, and upon these, I based my judg- 
ment. Messrs. Brunomier & Co., of New York, merchants, 
made claim against the co-partnership of Keegan & McCann, 
doing business in New Orleans at 144 Canal Street, for dry 
goods sold that firm to be used in their business in Louisiana, 
that in the store occupied by them was found a portion of the 
same goods sold by Brummer & Co. to Keegan & McCann. 
Brummor & Co. claimed rwlress from the U. S. Military Au- 
thorities, the city being under martial law, in default of the 
United States Courts. The parties appeared before the Cow- 
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manding General, when it was admitted that a just debt was 
owing from Keegan & McCann to Brummer & Co. for goods 
so sold, some of which were then in the store, 144 Canal Street, 
New Orleans, and such debt had not been paid. But it was 
claimed that the goods now belonged to Louisa A. Keegan, a 
daughter of the senior partner of the firm of Keegan & McCann, 
who was just then said to have come to the age of twenty-one 
years, and at the time absent with her father on a voyage to 
New York and elsewhere. 

It further appeared, that the business was now carried on 
in precisely the same manner that it had theretofore been by 
the firm of Keegan & McCann in the same books. Louisa A. 
Keegan claimed title in the goods by virtue of a sale under 
the authority of Courts of Louisiana since her secession, and 
that from the act of the law of the Confederate States she had 
obtained title thereto. 

It further appeared that the large majority of the creditors 
of Keegan and McCann were in the loyal States, and could 
and did have no voice in these supposed legal proceedings, 
which indeed seemed to have been instituted for the very pur- 
pose of depriving these loyal creditors of their right. No 
explanation was or could be given of the singular fact that this 
young girl, the daughter of one of the firm of small Irish trad- 
ers, should have in her own right so large a sum of money, 
and be ready and able to invest it in such a business at forced 
cash sale of her father’s stock in trade. 

After a full hearing, I was fully of the opinion that the whole 
proceeding was fraudulent and void as regards the creditors of 
Keegan & McCann, and that the sale was colorable, made to 
defraud the loyal creditors of that co-partnership. 

But, however that might be, even if mistaken in point of 
fact that the sale of the goods not having been made by Keegan 
& McCann themselves, but by the decree of a rebel court, 
executed by rebel OflBcers, that such was wholly void and 
nugatory, and passed no title whatever, and certainly not 
against the loyal creditors of the owners, that no title there- 
fore passing to Louisa A. Keegan, she could make no claim 
for the goods. 

I, therefore adjudged and ordered that Brummer & Co. 
should take enough of goods of Keegan & McCann to satisfy 
their claim, which was done, the goods being sold at auction 
up to that amount. 

I have been perfectly satisfied with that decision, and 
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should act upon the matter in precisely the same manner 
again. I believe whoever shall read this report will agree that 
fair equity and justice was done, and if so, that was due 
execution of the only law then in Louisiana, i.e. martial law, 
which the Duke of Wellington defines to be the will of the Com- 
manding General, exercised according to the principles of 
natural equity. This certainly must be good authority for 
Lord Lyons. I have the honor to be. 

Very respectfully, Your Obedt. Servt., 
Benj. F. Butler, Maj. Gen, Commdg. 


From General Butler 

Lowell, Mass., March St,^rd, 1863 

Eon. Edw. M. Stanton, See’y. of War 
Sir: Has the War Department any objections to my mak- 
ing some addresses to the citizens of Connecticut & New York. 
In awaiting Orders I have not thought it right to be absent 
from home without leave, 

Benj. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. U. S. Vols. 


Telegram. Washington, March 26, 1863 [Not in chronological order] 

To General B. F. Butler 

Your note of the 23d has just reached me, & to save time I 
answer by telegraph that the Dept, has no objection to your 
being absent from home for the purpose specified, if you will 
make arrangements at home to have communications from the 
Dept, forwarded to you without delay. 

Edwin M. Stanton, Sec'y of War 


From William Alexander 

Pbivaxh. Not Yokk Ciit, March, iAth, 1803 

Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler, Lowell, Mass. 

Dear Sir: Can’t you suggest some way in which relief can 
be got for the people of Western Texas? There were at last 
accounts some 2,000 loyal Texans, with but a scanty supply 
of arms and without powder and caps, on the Mexican side 
of the Rio Grande, waiting in vain for help from our Govern- 
ment to enable them to drive off or capture tlie 400 secession 
troops on the other side of the river. 

Since I first saw you in New Orleans last summer, T have 
endeavored to bring every appliance to bear to get aid for the 
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loyal men of my state, and this moment success seems farther 
off than ever. My efforts have been made without any view 
to personal advancement, for I never have been willing, and 
am not now, to take my office civil or military from the United 
States Government as at present constituted, though I will 
do my share towards sustaining it as it is the only hope that 
we have. 

Before we had been twenty-four hours in New Orleans after 
the arrival of the so called “Banks Expedition,” I came to 
the conclusion that your successor was (as Shakespeare has 
it) one of those animals whom in all languages we call fools; 
and told my comrades from Texas so; and urged them to return 
with you. Hamilton was blarneyed and humbugged along for 
several weeks, when he at last, too late for his own good, got 
his eyes open. In the meanwhile I had to remain there against 
my will, until finally my friend Mr. Stevens, of this city, con- 
sented to return with me. I am now remaining here for the 
whole object of trying to get relief for Texas, and wish to try 
any and every means of effecting that end that may be feasible. 
I had hoped that when Hamilton returned from New Orleans 
to Washington he would have common cause with yourself, 
but in that I was again disappointed. In consequence, he 
has been beaten at every point. His nomination was not sent 
in to the Senate, and he is now speaking, as the phrase goes, 
“on his own hook” in Connecticut. I have no confidence in 
his being able to effect anything for Texas. 

Mr. Secretary Stanton is against us, and Gen. Halleck in 
imitation of the original genius in Swift, who, when he had 
to build a house, set to work at the top of the chimney and 
worked on gradually down to the foundation, has replied to 
the resolution of the N. Y. Chamber of Commerce, recommend- 
ing that the trade of the rebel Government with and through 
Mexico be stopped by the immediate occupation of the val- 
ley of the Rio Grande, that “the object proposed can be best 
accomplished by getting possession of the Mississippi river, 
and in this way separating Texas from the rebel states east of 
the Mississippi river.” A General so destitute of sense as to 
give such an opinion ought for the good of his country to die 
as soon as possible, and after death should be buried in the big 
ditch he dug at Shiloh or Corinth. That ditch would form for 
him an appropriate monument. 

Enclosed I send you a review of Banks’ address, written by 
myself, together witli two or three other scraps which may 
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amuse you. Let me Lear from you. Anything for me addressed 
to the care of John Austin Stevens, Esq., will be received, 
and will be preserved for me in case I should be temporarily 
absent from his house in which I am now a guest. I remain. 
Very Respectfully and Truly Yours, William Alexandee 

Answer. Received but it is impossible for me to act in matter 
with the present views of the Administration on this subject. 

B. E. B. 


From General Butler 

Lowell, March ' SAth , 1863 

Lt. Wm. H. Wiegbl 

Mt Deab Wiegel: I have your letter of the 22nd. I had 
the one previously, but I was so situated at that time as to 
be unable to take any action upon the subject which it con- 
tained. That has since passed by, and I am now at liberty 
to take such action as I choose upon your application. 

I have but one difficulty in recommending you for the 
post you seek, and that is contained by these words in your 
letter, which are, “I have been asked to tell what I knew of 
affairs in New Orleans; but they may imprison me for con- 
tempt before I would say one word against any one who had 
been a friend to me.” 

Now this would seem like a threat, and were it not the accom- 
panying words of friendship and devotion, I should take it so. 
But as I know there is nothing that you could say of me which 
I need fear to have said, I am not disposed so to regard it. 

I do therefore enclose this letter of recommendation; hut upon 
the express condition that you shall at any and all times say 
anything that is true concerning any act of mine, during the time 
you were with me. 

You say you do not know why I withdrew my confidence 
from you. You do know the acts which made it necessary to 
have you hand me your resignation upon my staff. I was 
most sorry for that resignation, because of the necessity whi<.‘h 
caused it. Still, those acts were not of a kind to impair con- 
fidence in any degree in your integrity. 

I will now tell you why I withdrew confidence from you. I 
was informed that you had used similar expressions to those 
in your note just quoted. If you had treasured up anything 
while on my staff to my injury, without informing me, I coubl 
not have you with me. If you had not, and used! these words 
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as giving a means of revenge for the loss of your position, — 
in either case I could not give you a position near me. 

You will remember I took you for your services to the 
cause; gave you, for a young man, high and honorable posi- 
tion; loved you, because, perhaps, of that very roughness 
which made you distasteful to others, and, as you say, gave 
you my confidence. I have never known any breach of it. I 
can therefore recommend you for a new position, but be care- 
ful that you justify that recommendation. 

You can do good service to the country if you will; but 
beware of the “besetting sin,” and if in your new duties you 
shall do well, or if in the future you shall deserve my appro- 
bation, you may be assured you will always find a friend with 

a helping hand in. Yours truly, Benj. F. Butlee 


From General Butler 

Lowell, Mass., March iSth, 1863 

J. M. G. Paekee, Esq. P. M., New Oeleans 

SiE: By direction of Major General Butler I enclose you 
D. M. Hildreth & Co’s note, due 22/25th inst., which he desires 
you will collect and transmit to him in a draft, in say New 
York or Boston. 

Said note is secured by a certain box of silver now in deposit 
in the Citizens’ Bank, a certificate from which I enclose. 

Also enclosed please find D. M. Hildreth & Co’s certificate, 
to be returned to them upon payment of this note. By attend- 
ing to this without delay you will oblige the General. Please 
acknowledge receipt of this. 

Very Res'pectfuUy Yours, 

David C. G. Field, F. C. 


Enclosures referred to in Foregoing Letter 
1st Note: $3,500 

New Okleans, Nov, 82 ni, 1802 . [Not in chronological order] 

Foue months after date we promise to pay to the order of 
0, E. Hall & Co. 

Thirty five hundred Dollars 

Value received (Signed) D. M. Hildreth & Co. 

No DutMarokii/iS.im 
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Endorsed, O. E. Hall & Co. 


Snd Certificate: Citizens Banks of Louisiana 


New Oeleans, 23rd Dec. 1862 [Not in chronological order] 

Rec’d from Major General B. F. Butler one box for safe keep- 

H 

ing, said to contain silver, and marked jg-| subject to bis order 

on the return of this certif. 

(Signed) James D, Denegre, Pres. 


Sd. Certificate 


New Orleans, Nov. 1862 


We hereby certify that the box marked as in the margin (thus 
H 

Ijj), sealed and stamped 0. E. H., contains twenty-eight hun- 
dred and ninety-six (2896) ounces of pure silver, which we 
transfer to Major General Butler to secure him in the pay- 
ment of our note to the order of 0. E. Hall & Co., bearing 
even date herewith, for the sum of thirty-five hundred ($3500) 
dollars, due and payable March 22/25 next. 

D. M. Hildreth & Co. 


Copy of receipt given to D. M. Hildreth & Co. hy Major General 
Butler 

New Orleans, Nov. 22, 1862 
H 

Received of D. M. Hildreth & Co. one box marked [jg , rep- 
resented by them to contain twenty-eight hundred and ninety 
six (2896) ounces of pure silver, which is to be held by me as 
security for the payment of their note bearing given dale; 
herewith, to order of 0. E. Hall & Co., for thirty-five hundred 
dollars, due and payable March 22/25. 


From General Butler 

liOWBti/, March 26tA, [1863] 

Committee of Citizens 

Gentlemen: The necessities of my position have rendcTi'd 
it exceedingly inconvenient for me earlier to reply to your 
exquisitely courteous and too kind token of approval of my 
administration in the command of the Department of the Gulf, 
asking me to fix a day when I could meet you as therein 
proposed. 

With every expression of profound gratitude for your invi- 
tation to partake of a public dinner with the citizens of New 
York, allow me to suggest that, while I am waiting orders to 
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join my brave comrades in the field, it would not be consonant 
with my duties to accept your too flattering hospitalities. 

To you, gentlemen, at home, bearing your share of the 
burdens and expenses of this unholy war, forced upon us by 
treason, the tendering of such an expression of approbation of 
the conduct of a public officer was fit and proper, as it was 
natural and custoniary, but my acceptance of it would trench 
upon a different feeling. I too well know the revulsion of 
feeling with which the soldier in the field, and occupying the 
trenches, or pacing the sentinel’s weary path in the blazing 
heat, or watching from his cold bivouac for the stars, shut out 
by the drenching cloud, hears of feasting and merry-making 
at home by those who ought to bear his hardships with him, 
and the bitterness with which he speaks of those who thus en- 
gaged are wearing his uniform. 

Upon the scorching sand and under the brain-trying sun of 
the Gulf coast, I have shared too much that feeling to add 
one pang, however slight, to the discontent which my fellow- 
soldiers suffer doing the duties of the camp and field, by my 
own act now, while momentarily separated from them by 
the exigencies of the public service. 

You will pardon, I am sure, this apparent rudeness of refusal 
of your most generous proposal; but under such circumstances 
I have spoken too bitterly and too often of the participation 
by absent officers in such occasions to permit myself to take 
part in one, even when offered in the patriotic spirit which 
breathes through your letter, desiring to testify approval of 
my services to the country. 

It would, however, give me much pleasure to testify my 
gratitude for your kindness by meeting you and your fellow- 
citizens in a less formal manner, interchanging the patriotic 
sympathies and hopes which belong to this sacred cause. 
Perhaps by so doing we may do something in aid of that cause. 
Whatever may strengthen the purpose, deepen the resolu- 
tion, and fix the determination never to yield the contest until 
the rebellion in its root and branch, its seeds and causes, in 
its effects and designs, is overthrown and utterly annihilated 
forever, and the Government, with its Democratizing influences 
and traditional theories of equality of rights, equality of laws, 
and equality of privileges for all, as received from the Fathers 
of the Republic is actively acknowledged upon every inch of 
the United States territory, is an aid, nay a necessity, to the 
cause of the country, to prepare the public mind in its doubts 
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or fears, or suggestions of compromise or hopes of peace; to 
be satisfied with anything less than these demands is treason 
to country, humanity, and God, more foul because more 
cowardly than rebellion in arms. 

Let every loyal man join hands with his neighbor, scouting 
all differences of political opinion, which must be minor to 
this paramount interest, and pledge himself to the fullest sup- 
port of the Government with men and means to crush out this 
treason, and then, and not till then, am I willing to hear 
anything of political party. 

Again and again returning you my grateful thanks for the 
courtesy done me by your action, allow me to say that I shall 
be in New York during the coming week, and shall be happy at 
any time to meet you, gentlemen, and my fellow-citizens, in 
such manner as you may think fitting. 

Most respectfully, Your obedient servant, 

Bbnj. F. BtTTLEE, Major General Vols. 

Messrs. C. H. Maeshall, E. E. Moegan, Chaeles King, 
Richaed Geant White, R. H. McCijedy, Hieam Baeney, 
Geo. Blunt, Seth B. Hunt, William Allen Butlee, and 
others of the committee of citizens 

From George S. Denison to Salmon P. Chase ^ 

Private. New Orleans, La., March 1863 

Deae Sie: My last letter gave all the important facts con- 
cerning operations near Port Hudson, and stated that the 
next movement was to be up Bayou Teche under Wcitzel, 
which was contemplated some weeks ago, but temporarily 
relinquished. I suppose the advancing column will be not far 
from ten thousand men, and, if successful, will penetrate to 
Red River, by way of the Teche or Atchafalaya. Troops arc 
now being sent to Weitzel, and it is supposed he will start in 
about ten days. Kirby Smith is the Rebel General opposed 
to him, and was said to have 14,000 men, but is now reported 
to have only six thousand. Under the present military autliori- 
ties of this Dept. I have doubts about the success of the under- 
taking — but if Butler was here I should have none. 

In my letters to you, written soon after Gen. Banks as- 
sumed command, I stated that Banks had already virtually 
failed. I now regard this failure as complete, and impossible 
to be retrieved by the present Commanding General. 

‘ American Historical Asioointion Report, 190*. Vol. 11, p. 872, 
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Since Gen. Banks arrived this is what has been accom- 
plished, viz: With an army three times as large as Gen. Butler’s, 
we hold the same territory held by him. We have lost the 
steam sloop-of-war “Mississippi,” the gunboat “Kinsman” 
(iron-clad), the “Hatteras” and the “Harriet Lane.” Also, 
Galveston. 

Butler left New Orleans really and truly a Union City. 
Day by day have appearances of loyalty diminished. It is 
now a secession city, and matters are growing worse. But 
slavery has been re-established, and slave labor restored, and 
local police regulations regarding slaves enforced and executed 
by New England bayonets with all becoming severity. Time 
has been wasted, lives lost, money spent, and the well-wishers 
of the Government discouraged and disheartened. But the 
slave-owners are partially satisfied, and unrelenting secession- 
ists make no complaints. 

Can Gen. Banks retrieve the position? Possibly in military 
operations, but I don’t believe so. Certainly he never will and 
never can in social, political, and other respects. 

For all this I honestly and firmly beheve Mr. Wm. H. 
Seward is responsible, and he can proudly point to the above 
results as the effect of his favorite (or favorite’s), policy — as 
accomplished by a “Gentleman’^ without opinions, who is 
“neither a pro-slavery nor anti-slavery man” — with whom 
“success is a duty” — and who is intended to be the next Presi- 
dent. This policy of conciliation, with all its attendant evOs, 
is the most abominable ever adopted by a selfish political 
intriguer. 

Is it absolutely necessary that a favorite of Mr. Seward 
should be the next President? Without doubt Mr. Seward 
thinks so. 

At this important point we want a commanding general of 
the greatest energy, judgment, ability, and earnestness — one 
who has opinions — is not afraid of responsibilities, and who 
is not in constant fear of injuring his political prospects. Gen. 
Benj. F. Butler is the man and the only one. In two weeks he 
could restore everything, but I do not suppose he will be sent 
here, for he is too earnest a man to suit Mr. Seward, and if 
placed in a high position he might possibly become dangerous 
as candidate for the Presidency. 

I believe there is a great deal more corruption here now 
than ever under Butler, and certainly there is more inter- 
ference with, and annoyance to civil officers and busmess men 
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in one week now tkan there was during the whole time Gen. 
Butler was here. It is all interference but no action. As an 
illustration of this, I refer you to the following orders. 

Special Orders No. 82 (Extracts) 

Headquarters De'partment of the Gulf, 19th Army Corps, New Orleans, 

March 27 , 1863 

11. Paragraph 14 of Special Orders No. 80, current series, 
is amended so as to require that the Hospital Tax of five 
dollars per bale on cotton shall be collected on all cotton 
brought to New Orleans. 

14. Any failure to neglect to pay the hospital taxes on 
cotton, sugar, and molasses, or the license fee on vessels, will 
subject the property or vessel to seizure and confiscation. 

13. A license fee of one dollar per ton per month shall be 
collected by the Quartermaster’s Department on all vessels 
engaged in local trade in the Department of the Gulf, the 
proceeds to be applied for the benefit of the general hospitals. 

12. A tax one dollar per hogshead on all Sugar, and twenty- 
five cents per barrel on all Molasses, to be collected by the 
Quartermaster’s Department, is levied upon all Sugar and 
Molasses brought to the city of New Orleans, the proceeds of 
this tax to be applied for the benefit of the general hospitals. 

By commaiid of Major General Banks 

Richard B. Irwin, A. A. General 


I also call your attention to the form of bond enclosed 
herewith marked “A.” 

Under this arrangement all steamboats and vessels engaged 
in local trade have been seized — or nearly all of them. The 
clause about illicit trade is of no account, and only an excuse. 
No distinction is made (so far as I can learn) between vessels 
which have been suspected and those which are above suspicion. 

Mr. Plumly has been here three or four days. I have seen a 
good deal of him and like him. I am told that Dr. Zachary 
went to Washington to get authority to trade with the enemy. 
That man did much harm here, and if he is sent back will do 


a great deal more. 


(George S. Denison) 


From Richard S. Fay, Jr. to General Butler 

X 7 iS Beacon Street , March 1803 

Dear General: I was sorry not to see you in town yes- 
terday as I had hoped. I am off tomorrow (Monday) for a 
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fortnight, and hope, for the country’s sake, that you will before 

my return be in harness again. My brother takes care of my 

office in my absence, and will attend to anything for you with 

“punctuality and despatch.” If you intend disposing of any 

large amounts of money, please give him a few days’ notice. 

I bought the Middlesex yesterday at 290, and charged you 

with I the purchase. Should Col. Butler arrive in my absence, 

I hope you will make my excuses to him. My spring shooting 

cannot give way to anything, and I shall be back before he 

has been here long, o- i t » a t 

^ Sincerely yours, Richard S. Fay, Je. 


From Lookout” 

New York, April 3rd, 1863 

To Benj. F. Butler — the Beast, of Big Bethel Notoriety 
Perhaps you feel flattered at the demonstration of a party 
of thieves and abolition fanatics who greeted you at the 
Academy of Music, and listened to the egotistical jargon about 
what you have done, and you would do, and what you wouldn’t 
do with the South, but many of the crowd went from curiosity 
to see the Bully and Braggart, the most adroit thief in America, 
and the defamer of the fair sex, the Boston lawyer, the great 
Conqueror who never saw a battle, but once ordered an 
engagement and took good care to keep his lecherous carcass 
out of the way — thinking he might be disabled from a chance 
of robbing the people some day. 

It has been thought best to let you breathe a little longer, 
as a sudden despatch would cause you too little suffering, but 
there is yet a good place for your case — wear your steel armor 
and put it on when you go to bed sometimes — you will be 
with your old friend the Devil before you are aware — the 


steel armor notwithstanding — so 


Lookout 


From E. K. Crouch 

75 New Carial St, New Yoek, ith April, 1863 

To Major Gen. Butler 

Sir: When you said on Thursday that the 290 was built 
by 290 merchants, you made use of a Heraldism. “I” have 
to inform you tliat it does not take ‘*290” bribed merchants 
to find means to build a craft like the “Alabama.” I have 
also to inform you that 290 was merely Laird’s number for 
the vessel. 

vou in —4 
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And if you “want” to be convinced of these facts you can 
refer to any Liverpool house. The times now are so pregnant 
with facts that if I were you I would not draw from my imagi- 
nation for them. Nee temere, nec timere. 

E. K. Crouch 

P.S. I enclose my card. E. K. C. 

From General Butler 

Lowell, April 1863 [Not in chronological order] 

Edmund K. Crouch, Fork and Beef Packer, No. 75 New Canal 
St, New York 

Sir: Yours of the 4th is rec’d, in which you advise Maj. 
Gen. Butler if you were he, you would, or would not, do so 
and so. 

I am instructed by the General to say that as you attempt 
to advise him what to do, if you were he, he would if he were 
you, stick to “packing pork.” 

Respectfully, Benj. F. Butler, Major Gen. Vols. 

By D. C. G. Field, SeFy. 

From General Butler 

Lowell, April Ctk, 1803 

Rev. Baron Stow 

My dear Sir: I hasten to answer your note on the day of 
its reception. Though personally unknown to you, I was 
taught to know and reverence you almost thirty years ago by 
my pastor, teacher, friend. Rev. Enoch W. Freeman. Nothing 
could give me greater pleasure than to do anything consistent 
with public duty to do you a favor. You yourself shall judge 
Laurason’s ease as I remember the facts. 

Laurason came from Europe, where, I have been told, he 
was in the Confederate or State Service in the purchase of 
arms (but of this I have no sufficient evidence), sometime in 
the winter of 1861, February, I think, and then took active 
part in behalf of the rebellion. 

He was a member of the Committee of Public Safety, which 
spent more than a million dollars, mostly charitable funds, 
left by McDonough and Fintre to the poor and orphans of 
New Orleans, and filched from them for the purpose of fortify- 
ing New Orleans against the United States. But this was not 
“the head and front of his offending, it had this extent — and 
more.” 
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There was an association in New Orleans known as the 
"Southern independent rights association,” its members bound 
together by horrid oaths to resist unto death all and every 
attempt to have Louisiana come back (into the Union). The 
business of this association was to act as a sort of vigilance 
committee to hunt out Union men; to drive them away by 
violence: to confiscate their property, and to hang them if 
they did not at once obey their behests. 

They were also, by the terms of these articles of agreement, 
to exercise a careful supervision over the officials of the Con- 
federate States, and see to it that they in no degree were too 
merciful or remiss in their duty in punishing those who were 
friendly to the Union. This body sat in secret, acted in secret 
committees in defiance of the laws of the Confederacy even, 
and arrested, punished, and destroyed whomsoever was 
denounced to them. Of this gang SouU was a prominent mem- 
ber, and Laurason was Secretary, and after New Orleans was 
captured Laurason burnt the records of the association, so 
that their doings need not be known to the United States 
authorities. For this, amongst other things, I imprisoned 
Laurason, — ought he to be discharged? If you, a loyal 
gentleman, think so, I will defer to your judgment and recom- 
mend his discharge. 

With many grateful thanks for your kind appreciation of 
my endeavors in the service of the country, believe me. 

Most Truly Yours 


From General Butler 

BatviDiBEBi (LoWBii.), AprU ‘iUth, 1863 [Not in chronological order] 

Rev. Bahon Stow 

Dear Sir: You can make any disposition you may think best 
of my letter stating the facts in Laurason’s case. He is no 
worse or better than many hundred others of equal intelligence 
who are doing almost the same, certainly like things, with him- 
self, and the Government permits them to go unpunished. 

For the late Rev. Mr. Freeman I have the most undimin- 
ished love and respect. For two years he was a member of 
my motlier’s family; my only sister was baptized by him as 
a member of his church; by his influence I became a student 
at Waterville College instead of a pupil of West Point. If he 
had faults of character I never knew them, to me he was in 
place of father at the age when fatherless boys need one. I 
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was accustomed, therefore, to love those he loved, and to be 
guided by him in all things until his untimely death, which, 
taking place at the close of my first collegiate year, had a 
marked effect on my future, which then was a hope on his 
part that I should follow his footsteps whether for good or 
evil time can alone determine. 

Pardon me these details, but they are calling back the mem- 
ory of one very dear to me, and one who held you very dear, 
and taught me to regard you as his friend. 

I thank you for your kind allusion to the speech, would it 
were worthier. If it shall aid in bringing the country to look 
upon this rebellion as the thing it is, it will have done all that 


might be asked. 


Yours Very Truly, B. F. B. 


From Alexander Hamilton 

New York, Afril Qtk , 1863. 08 West 19th St 
Major General Benjamin F. Butler 

Mt dear General: I take the liberty to suggest the con- 
servative importance of having your powerful address put 
into circulation, in pamphlet form, that the intelligent readers 
of our community may have an opportunity to peruse, with 
careful deliberation, the cogent and logically statesmanlike 
views you have presented, with such great force, as a vade 
mecum for public consideration. 

In your instructive demonstration, you have exhibited the 
reliable elements of a national platform, for the review of the 
past and the basis of a judicious comprehension of the entangle- 
ments of our present condition, while you have demonstrated 
the necessity of an united and energetic action as essential 
to command and to direct the imposing exigencies of approach- 
ing portentous events. 

In your illustration of the very delicate problem of the 
future, you have cleared away many of the dark clouds which 
have, heretofore, shrouded the prospect of a successful termina- 
tion of our difficulties, in almost inextricable embarrassment. 
The position you have assumed is full of manliness, loyalty, 
and conservative wisdom, presenting to tlie reflecting people 
of the South, as well as the patriotic population of the North, 
the strongest argumentative inducements for the necessity 
and ab.solute importance of giving to the government our 
fullest confidence and unlimited support. 

The project you have proposed for an harmonious re-con- 
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struction of the Union, by counter state revolutions, is not 
only perfectly practicable but is of easy execution, and through 
it we may entertain reasonable hopes that your federal antic- 
ipations may be soon realized. If the painful experience of 
the past has not taught to the South the sad lesson that they 
are contending in a cause of sheer desperation, totally and 
entirely inconsistent with their best and permanent iuterests, 
their situation is most deplorable, being merely a melancholy 
effort to keep up a rebellious government, a miserable com- 
bination of political aspirants who have wantonly usurped 
power, through false issues and representations, for the enjoy- 
ment of selfish monopolies arising out of despotic abuses. 

The time may not be far distant, when, t]^ough a proper 
sense of their forlorn condition, the people and the military 
spirit of the South may rouse to the necessity of throwing off 
all allegiance to the confederate rulers, and then, through state 
revolutions, seek to become honorable, equal members of the 
federal organization, subject, of course, to the very afflictmg 
changes incident to the insane war of secession. 

There is, nevertheless, an absolute necessity, if we desire 
to entertain and promote the faithful consummation of any 
such happy event, that the Northern public, without distinc- 
tion of party, should show itself truly and energetically united, 
that the South may have confidence in the prospect of the 
future, and that foreign selfishness, hypocrisy, and duplicity 
may contemplate, through the vista of the drama, that the 
vitality, energy, and indomitable enterprise of the United 
States cannot be imposed upon, nor insulted, with impunity. 

In connection with the re-publication of your address, the 
complimentary introductory remarks of the Mayor should 
be given, as an able, judicious, honorable demonstration of the 
honest, patriotic feeling of our municipal community. 

With sentiments of the highest respect for your public 
services, I remain, with much esteem, 

Your oht servt., Alexander Hamilton 

From Count Adam Gurowski 

WAsniNGXON, A'pril 6th, 1868 

Major General Butler 

Dear General: I kiss your hands very fervently for your 
great speech. Patriotism, manhood, broad statesmanship, 
fearlessness, and the noblest civism pour from every word. 

Yours very truly, Gurowbki 
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From Colonel J. H. French 

New Okebans, April Sth, 1863 

Col. S. H. Stafford 

Colonel: General Shepley has just read the enclosed, and 
suggests that you had better enclose it to Gen. Butler at Lowell 
and let him give his judgment on the matter; perhaps he might 
prefer that it should not be noticed. 

He also suggests that the paragraph I have marked might 
be construed into disrespect for the present. 

Truly Yours, J. H. French 


From S. H. Stafford 

Baton Rotoe, April VHh, 1863 [Not in chronological order] 

Maj. Gen. Butler 

At the suggestion of Gen. Shepley I forward you the en- 
closed. Please do with it as you deem best. I have got sick 
and tired of the infamous attacks on you in the World, and 
think it high time they were stopped. I know they do not 
injure you in the opinion of right thinking people, but they 
nevertheless pain your friends, who know better. As to the 
“marked paragraph,” ^ I do think any one with a skin not too 
thin for ordinary wear can find fault with it, and if Banks’ 
skin is so tender it is not my fault, I didn’t make it. There 
are more persons than poor I, tliat are dissatisfied with the 
administration of the Dept, of the Gulf, and the whole army 
here is praying for your return. 

Every word in the papers is caught at and discussed, and 
the wish being father to the thought, the slightest indication 
of your coming is hailed with joy. I but express the wish of 
the whole army here, except of course the Staff, when I say 
that if you can return here without yielding in any degree 
your dignity, that we know you won’t do, for our sake and the 
Union’s sake, come. 

Respectfully and Truly Yours, S. H. Staffobo 

I saw Gen. Banks before writing the enclosed, and asked his 
permission to answer the attack, to which he replied he had 
no objection. 

^ The “marked paragraph ia the last paragraph of Col Staf^ord’a letter of March 
81 st, 18 G 3 , on p. 56 , This paragraph, excq)tiag the first sixteen words, bos been <nit 
out of the original, probably because Gen^l Butler did not want Colonel Btafford'ii 
criticism of General Banks pubUshed. 
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Enclosure referred to in Foregoing Letter 

Baton Rouge, March $lst, 1863 

Sib: In the New York World of the 11th instant an article 
appears attacking Major General Butler, and making charges 
against Gov. Shepley and Col. French. As my name appears 
in it, and it there said I knew of the truth of the allegations, it 
is due to myself that I should notice it. Having served under 
General Butler in two different departments since the com- 
mencement of the war, and having had opportunities of know- 
ing him, I cannot allow so infamous an article to stand 
unanswered. 

In August last, the time mentioned, I was Deputy Provost 
Marshal of New Orleans, acting independent of the Provost 
Marshal, taking my orders from and reporting to the Major 
General. 

One of my specials having reported to me that there were 
suspicious movements of scluooners, and that he believed 
improper passes were issued and contraband goods passed out 
of the lines, as was my duty I reported it to the General — 
without a moment’s hesitation he directed me to see to the 
matter, and gave me an order, with plenary power, to search 
and detain all vessels suspected, whether they had a pass from 
himself or any one else, and to bring before him any one, no 
matter who, who was found engaged in any contraband trade 
directly or indirectly, and if any officers were found favoring 
such movements they would be severely dealt with. Under 
that order I set detectives at work including my informant, 
but failed after most diligent efforts to find any truth in the 
statements. I never knew of any goods going across the lines 
to the rebels, or of any contraband trade going on, or that 
Col. Butler, Col. French, or any other official were engaged in 
any such transactions. 

Had I known of such things and failed to put a stop to 
them I would have been derelict in my duty, or proved myself 
too weak to be entrusted with the position I held. The article 
says “I (the informant) attempted to send documents to 
Washington by order of Col. Stafford, with all these facts, 
which papers were intercepted by General Butler, and those 
parties who gave the information were imprisoned.” Now 
this is false. I never ordered anyone to send documents of 
any kind to Washington. A person who was confined in the 
Parish Prison while I was sheriff prepared some communi- 
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cations, one to his father and the other to an influential friend, 
for the purpose of procuring his pardon from the President, 
and desired, if he could not be released without, that a special 
agent should be sent on from Washington to investigate his 
case, and at the same time inquire into certain allegations of 
corruption which he made against Col. French. Seeing nothing 
in this at the time except an effort on the part of a prisoner 
to effect his release by recriminatiug upon others, I for- 
warded the letters. They were not intercepted, but reached 
the parties addressed by due course of mail, nor was any 
attempt made to prevent their transit, to my knowledge. I 
was inquired of by Gen. Butler in the presence of Gov. Shepley 
as to those letters, he having been informed ‘ that they con- 
tained grave charges which ought to be investigated, and 
reproved me for not bringing such charges to his notice that 
the proper action might be taken, stating that it was due to 
himself and Gov. Shepley, who had just promoted Col. French, 
that charges of such a character should not stand against one 
of his officers untried. An investigation was then instituted 
by Gen. Butler, in which I took no part, my duties being 
at the time quite onerous, as I was preparing to leave the 
city in command of my regiment, and shortly afterwards I 
took the field, returning to New Orleans only occasionally on 
business. 

In all my intercourse with Gen. Butler, which in my posi- 


tion, was to a great extent . . . . 


S. H. Staffoed 


From Honorable George S. Boutwell 

Wasiiington, April lOtk^ 1SC3 

Major General Btjtlbe, Lowell, Mass. 

My DEiAE SiK; When I read your speech I expected to go 
North in a day or two, when I hoped to thank you for your 
timely and great aid to the country. I have been kept Iutc 
till now, and I can only indicate by letter my grateful feelings 
for timely and bold words. 

I have been urging Mr. Sumner to take as bold a stand in 
the matter of English aid to tixe Rebels. I fear tliat he is not 
quite ready to take the only safe position. If England believes 
that she can send ships to sea to prey upon our commerce 
under the confederate flag and escape war, we shall bo driven 
from the ocean. If we say that the ixresencc of more pirates 
on the ocean through her agency will be followed by war. 
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England will see to it that piracy under the Rebel banner is 

Very Truly, Your obdt. servant, 

Geo. S. Botjtwell 

From Salmon P. Chase to General Butler 

Washington, April 10, 1863 

My deab General: Your speech in New York was grand; 
and I must add my note of admiration to the multitude 
already apparent to you. 

I did not reply to your last; ^ for I supposed your mind made 
up, and am not inclined to urging with men of your mould. 

That I read your letter with a sad heart is what you may 
readily imagine. Much of your reluctance to resume command 
I could readily understand, but why you should allow that 
reluctance to govern your action I could not understand. The 
times allow no room for hesitation founded on mistakes of 
other men. New Orleans needed Butler; and Butler ought to 
have gone, no matter how disagreeable or even disadvantageous 
the position had been made without his fault. Butler ought 
to go now; for New Orleans needs him more than ever. Deni- 
son’s letters * fill me with distressing apprehensions, unless a 
man of your decision and energy takes command. 

Your friend, S. P. Chase 

From General Builer 

Lowell, April 1863 

Dr, Spencer, Medical Purveyor Dept, of the Gulf 

At the request of the colored man, Jordan, I address you, 
that he may have a deed of emancipation in form, as he is in 
fact emancipated. 

Under General Order, as to concealed weapons, he is entitled 
to his freedom, and being the slave of a noted Rebel (Syme), 
he is free under the Acts of Congress. 

You will do this man, who has done good service to his 
country, an act of justice, if you will attend to this matter, 
and will confer a favor on 

Yours truly, Benj. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Vols. 


‘ Gen. Butler’s letter to S. P. Ctase dated Feb. 88th on p. 81. 

• See Denison’s letters of Feb. ath, Feb. ISth, Feb. 8fith, Mar. 7th, Mar. 89, 1868, 
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From Simon Cameron to General Butler 

Lochiel, Pennstlvania, Ajyril 23rc2, 1863 


Mx DEAR General: I have delayed writing to you a long 
while in the expectation of meeting you somewhere, so that I 
might more fully express my thoughts and feelings. 

No explanation has ever been made to me of your sudden, 
and to the world, unexpected recall from New Orleans, in 
the midst of your usefulness and after your unprecedented 
labor and successes. I believed for a long time that you 
were to be offered the War Department or the command of 
the army of the Potomac — for I never dreamed that your 
services were to be lost to the country — when everybody 
believed you to be the only man in arms who had been equal 
to the position in which Providence had placed him. 

It seems that you, like a very few others, were so much in 
advance of your following as to be equal to the wants of your 
country. This is your misfortune, but you are young enough 
to make all men sing your praise for it, and wish they had 
believed in your coming at the right time. 

I live here quietly, within 2 miles of Harrisburg — on the 
direct route from New York to Washington — whose cars 
start every morning and evening from Jersey City. Can’t 
you stop with me sometime soon? Or will I have to go to 
Boston or New York to see you? The better way would be 
for you and Mrs. Butler to come here, and we will leave the 
ladies together while you and I spend a week in our coal region. 


Fix your own time. 


Your friend, truly, Simon Camkuon 


Remember, the next President will be a military chieftain, 
and may save his country or destroy it. 


From Colonel Andrew J. Butler to General Butler 

New York, April 

Dear Brotker: I should have been on before but. have 
been waiting for something to turn up on the Rappahannock, 
but the rains have prevented. There will be a fight or a foot 
race there tins week without fail, and I am anxious for it to 
come off. 

I wish you would send Gilman to take charge of the filly 
home, as I have no one to trust with her; he will find m<i 
either here, “Metropolitan,” or at No. 28 We.st I4lh Street, 
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where we take rooms on Thursday next. I will not be on until 
I hear from the race. 


Banks is trying to make a little capital on the Teehe. Cheap 

though. . 

Yours, Andrew 


From General BuUer 

Lowell, April nth, 1863 

Hon. S. P. Chase, Secretary of the Treasury 

My dear Sir: I have delayed thanking you for your very 
complimentary letter, because I had hopes of meeting you, 
as the newspapers alleged you were coming to New England. 
I am glad you like the speech. It was an attempt on my 
part to demonstrate that I had acted upon a theory during the 
war, and not from caprice with a “change of base” upon every 
change of circumstance. By giving the steps by which my 
own mind was led to its several conclusions, I hoped that the 
minds of others might thereby find “stepping stones” for 
change of political ideas — always diflS,cult to those of fixed- 
ness of purpose and solidity of character. 

It grieves me to think you should misunderstand me so 
much. You say “you will not argue with me,” as you are not 
accustomed to do so with men of my mould. My dear sir, 
no man can be more easily and surely influenced by argu- 
ment from a friend than myself. I may be differently affected 
by the representations of enemies. If you knew how much I 
stand alone in the land you would at least give me your sym- 
patliy. All past political associations broken up, no new ones 
formed; idle at home, no prospect of serving my country in 
the cause to be useful to which I had given up everything; 
eating unearned bread which I have never done before; asked 
a liundred times a day, “when arc you going into service?” 
or “why are you unemployed?”, until I have almost isolated 
mys<df from my friends and neighbors to avoid the annoying 
questions; di.sgraced in the eyes of the country and especially 
in the ('y(;.s of foreign nations by the action of my Government, 
and all this too with not the poor relief of uttering a single 
word of explanation or complaint because I will not by act of 
mine embarrass the Government in tlxis contest by a shadow’s 
weight — all are hardly to be born with patience by one who 
is not overstocked with that good gift, as you may have heard. 

I have thought of resigning my commission. It prevents 
my earning anything for myself and is useless to the country, 
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but I have forborne so to do because I am flattered to believe 
myself of consequence enough to make such a step a source 
of exultation to the enemies of the country. I have therefore 
refrained, and allowed it to be understood by such people 
as have chosen so to understand it that I was withdrawn from 
the Gulf by my own consent, and am now at home of my 
own motives, but consistently with self-respect it is of grave 
consideration how I can retain it much longer in this manner. 

But, say you, why treat me to a list of 'your supposed 
grievances.? Simply because you allow me to speak in confi- 
dence and friendship, and so must bear the burden you have 
undertaken, until wearied you shall shake it off. It is so 
pleasing sometimes to relieve oneself where one hopes for 
sympathy, besides — 

“The flesh will quiver where the 'pincers tear. 

The blood will follow where the knife is driven.” 

Specially, however, to show you how much my situation and 
feelings, did I allow them to overbalance my matured judg- 
ment, urge upon me the acceptance of the command at New 
Orleans. Pride, personal gratification, triumph over my 
smaller adversaries here and there, and vindication to the 
world (if the world cares a copper about the matter), all press 
me not only to accept but apply for that command. Your 
advice and wish are added. Nothing but the firmest con- 
victions could make me withstand such pressure. 

The campaign is substantially over in the Southwest if no 
more troops are to be sent there. True, Banks is marching 
into the Opelousas Country with 25000 men, doing that juc- 
cisely and no more than Weitzel did last October with 4000, 
but cui hono, so far as Fort Hudson is concerned? Except to 
do, after frittering away the four winter month.s, the same 
thing which was reported to General-in-Chief in October lu.st 
as desirable to be done, tlie only answer to which wa.s rccyiU 
and an immediate attack ordere(l to be made on Port Hud-son, 
which however has never come within seven miles of being 
made. 

The nine montlis’ men are abotit to come home. They have 
mutinied and burned Pensacola, and refused to serv(i with 
colored troops, who are superiors in discipline to some of 
them. 

I am not blaming Banks. I have no right to criticise my 
superiors who have sent him there, and are now conducting 
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the campaign, and mark me! I do not do it, but I suppose I 
may state, if I cannot help make, historical facts. 

I have one comfort left me. I am a young man. With fair 
play, I have twenty good years in my constitution yet, and 
during that time I will not forget the men who deserve to be 
remembered. I do not understand our plan of carrying on 
war, although I have never written a treatise on either the 
laws of nations or the art of war in any of its branches, for 
what education I have has been by reading a few good books, 
not by writing poor ones, still I may venture to assert that I 
cannot see the use of five or six little armies who never co- 
operate with each other — considerably too large for garrisons 
and quite too small for armies — too little to move — too 
large to lie still; enough to swallow up men, less than needed 
for effective action; too large to afford to lose them as garri- 
sons of posts, which by the rules of war are supposed to be 
captured after their resistance has cost the enemy enough for 
the outlay, and yet so small as to keep us in constant trepi- 
dation lest they be overpowered. 

We have an army too large for a garrison at Fortress Mon- 
roe (1), another at Suffolk (2), another at Williamsburg (3), 
another at Newborn (4), another at Hilton Head (5), another 
(much too large but not large enough) at New Orleans (6), 
amounting in all say to 75,000 men, besides leaving garrisons 
at all those places — sufficient within the definition I have 
given of the use of a garrison. I do not object to expedition- 
ary corps, far from it — what I do object to is that we never 
get through with an expedition. Now the expedition to Port 
Royal was well enough, but why not get through with that 
expedition, garrison the place if thought best, and come away? 
The expedition to Newbern was well enough, but why not 
garrison the place or destroy it and come back? The expedi- 
tion to Suffolk was for some good purpose doubtless — but 
why not come away now? Why stay at Williamsburg except 
for the purpo.se of feeding the insane men and idiots of the 
South who arc not in the anny ? For what purpose are all these 
troops scattered about? Wliy keep us constantly in hot water 
lest either at Blackwater, Coldwater, Newbern, or Hilton 
Head we should have an expeditionary army crushed by a con- 
centration of rebel forces acting on an interior line? Wliy have 
more than one Wa.shington to defend? Is not one enough? 
Are we not frightened enough and often enough about tWt 
one? Has it not cost us enough without attempting to hold 
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Washmgton, N.C. What are we there for? If to cut railroad 
communications, send forhes enough to do it, and then come 
back. Is it to prevent smuggling? Holding Hatteras and Fort 
Macon, we hold the whole North Carolina coast save Wil- 
mington, which somehow we cannot blockade. Are all these 
detached armies to give a chance for the Union men at the 
South to rise? Have we not got over that absurd idea yet? 
Specially when we make these very armies so small that 
the few (very few) Union men who can be found are quaking 
with fear lest the Union Armies should be overcome, and they 
given over to the tender mercies of their Southern brethren. 
I suppose that for 18 months we have kept from 15 to 18,000 
men at Hilton Head for the purpose of affording a refuge to 
the Union men of South Carolina to revolutionize the state. 
Would one not rather make a masked ball out of “Angel’s 
visits” than such an attempt, and yet what else have we 
been doing there? We never have had men enough there for 
an attack either upon Savannah or Charleston, and five thou- 
sand would have sufficed for a garrison with the fleet in the 
harbour. Why have 10,000 men stood there idle for 18 months? 
Send out expeditions, take places, garrison them or destroy 
them- Let the men come back to go again unless, as in case 
of New Orleans, you mean to make the place a base of opera- 
tions, and if so send an army made up out of these surplus 
garrisons, if you have no other of strength sufficient, make its 
campaign, defeat or be defeated — do something and get 
through. 

Let me illustrate what I mean. Make up an army from the 
surplus men at Fortress Monroe, Suffolk, Norfolk, Ncwbcrn, 
Hilton Head, and New Orleans. Concentrate them on Port 
Hudson, take it, if men can do it, or let it alone. Get your 
men on board transports — go to Mobile, take it if you can. 
Garrison it or destroy it. Go to Charleston with men enough 
to cooperate with the Navy and to take that or let it alone. 
You will then have an army mobilized (I mean no pun on the 
word Mobile), which can go somewhere and do soinelhiiig. 
Indeed, if one of your garrisoned posts like Newbern or Hilton 
Head was besieged, you have a moving and moveable concen- 
trated force that you can at once send to its relief and punish 
the enemy. 

Such an army accustomed to move, to embark and disem- 
bark, men finding their places at once on board transports 
to which they were accustomed, would hang like a black cloud 
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over the Southern horizon. Learned to know each other and 
their officers, divested by their very movements of all surplus 
luggage, carrying their provisions and ammimition with them 
without difficulty, striking a series of effective expeditionary 
blows as this war has not seen, their operations conducted 
with celerity and secrecy because of this mobility, a perpetual 
threat to every place to be reached by water, going from point 
to point with resistless power, as far as the garrisons of southern 
cities were concerned, — and wherever it went would and 
should be power and terror. With an accompanying fleet 
both under one head — there would be need of but small 
garrisons in the Southern cities held by us. Any force strong 
enough to prevent a cowp de main would be sufficient. In- 
deed, such an army would be ready to relieve Washington if 
by disaster it found itself besieged, capable of being brought 
there with more celerity via the Potomac or Annapolis than 
a rebel army could be marched thither from Richmond. Alas! 
I have dreamed of such an army, but I suppose it is not to be. 

Now, before we strike a blow by an expeditionary corps, 
months of preparation of men, hurried chartering of insecure 
transports, provisions for civil government of the places to be 
taken, commissions and the civil officers copied by rascally 
clerks, orders to transport captains, confidential communica- 
tions to foreign agents secretly in the interest of secession — 
all tell the rebels, trumpet-tongued, the destination of the 
expedition, so that preparations can be made to worst it, and 
generally successfully, except perhaps in the case of the last 
expedition to New Orleans, which I believe was taken by 
Banks without difficulty, notwithstanding his destination was 
known to Davis weeks before it started. 

Under our present plan, if we should capture Richmond, 
Savannah, Charleston, and Mobile, we should have no soldiers 
east of the mountains at all except frittered away in the attempt 
to hold these places and their surroundings. Concentrate an 
army for expeditions. Concentrate armies to march on given 
points — not more than three in aU, but let them be over- 
whelming. Above all, let us have one pitched battle in this war. 
This will be War. Have you thought upon this fact that 
neither side has yet risked or offered a general engagement? 
All tlie contests have been intended only as movements upon 
isolated positions or divisions of the opposing army, but in 
which the whole force has not been engaged or intended to be 
engaged by the attacking party. 
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I do not except SMloh or Antietam.. Tlie first Bull Run 
came nearer to a general engagement in intention than any 
other, and yet that by the plan was to be and by the execu- 
tion still more was only a partial engagement. In what War 
save this did “Reserves” mean a force not to be brought into 
action on the same day with the aggressive corps. Does the 
word not now rather mean Preserves? Did not Napoleon send 
all his reserves into action as soon as the fight showed where 
they could be best employed, either to aid or sustain the 
attack? I forget the name of the battle, but remember the 
fact that with some 100,000 men engaged, he said to one of 
his marshals as the last corps d’armee went into action, “Hus- 
band your men! I have but two regiments of the Old Guard 
left.” 

Perhaps the disappointment of the country at the Bull 
Run defeat has determined the course of our battles, but so 
is the fact. We have risked nothing, and we have gained 
nothing but delays. Nothing was ever greatly gained with- 
out something was grecdly risked. 

It is well for the Rebels to decline an engagement in which 
all is staked. A general engagement lost and the victory 
followed up being destructive to them, but for us, who could 
not have been harmed save in pride or in the damage to the 
reputation of some general more quickly “than by slow de- 
cay,” is it not wonderful that we have not offered a general 
engagement? 

A millionaire may risk a hundred thousand dollars on a 
throw of a die, where a man who had only three would be 
mad so to do. 

You will be glad, I doubt not, that I do not write oftcner, 
since when I do write I am so tedious — but Dogberry says, 
“were I twice as tedious as I am I could bestow it all on your 
highness”; but I write this for you alone, and thonitore I 
have spoken with a freedom which would not be justified 
otherwise. 

Permit me to congratulate you upon the eminent succ<^ss 
which has attended the finances of the Governnumt under 
your administration. It is admirable; but was it gr<iatly won 
without the courage greatly to risk a failure? Believe me, 
Most truly Yours, (BrnsTJ. F. BcTTMiiu) 
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From General Butler 

CoNiTDENTlAl.. Lowell, A-pril 27, 1863 

Hon. David K. Carter, Chief Justice, 

Washington, D.C. 

Mt dear Carter: I saw our friend Capt. George and 
learned from him the subject of your conversation in New 
York. He was, as he is toward all his friends, enthusiastic in 
his praises of you. Your bold activity, energy of purpose, 
and untiring devotion to the service of the country, was the 
subject of his commendation. 

Now I yield to no man in appreciation of your good quali- 
ties, and cordially assent to all he says relating to yourself. Will 
you, therefore, write me confidentially and at length from 
your interview, the political situation as it appears at 
Washington? 

What of the military? Are we to have any change of ad- 
ministration? Advise me please as fully as you know upon 
all the matters that I ought to be advised upon. And be 
sure that your communications will be in strictest confidence, 
and be valued and appreciated as they should be by. 

Yours most sincerely, Benj. F. Butler 

P.S. Did you receive a package of the speeches? B. 

From General Butler 

Lowell, A'pril 186S 

Hon. Simon Cameron 

My dear Sir: I am most grateful to you for your note of 
kind remembrance, which came to hand yesterday. 

I wish I could accept your very cordial invitation to be with 
you at Lochiel. But I fear it will hardly be within my powers 
to spend any time at present away from home. I much desire 
to meet you and interchange views upon the subject men- 
tioned in your note. 

When can you be at New York and at what hotel? I will 
meet you there upon notice if possible, and that means with 
me a good degree of certainty. Mrs. Butler bids me send her 
regards and thanks for the invitation so kindly extended to 
her, and hearing me read this note says ask Mrs. Cameron 
here. Of course I will, but I dare not hope she will come so 
far, and I therefore have offered to meet you half way. 

If you Ttdll come and bring Mrs. Cameron to Lowell we will 
voii. in— s 
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be most happy, and will show you how we make all the 
Yankee notions for the manufacture of which Lowell is the 
headquarters. 

Now, do come; it is no farther from Lochiel to Lowell than 
from Lowell to Lochiel. And besides, you are not “waiting 
orders.” Be sure to let me hear that we shall meet in some 

Most Truly Ymrs, B. F. B. 

From the Secretary of War 
Adjutant General* s Office, Washington, April StUh, 1863 

Major Gen. B. F. Btjtler, U.S.V. 

Genkral: With reference to the question of precedence of 
rank in which yourself and General Dix and Banks are con- 
cerned, which was brought up by you some weeks since in 
conversation at the War Department, I am directed by the 
Secretary of War to request you to submit, in form, the point 
made, with such remarks as may seem proper to you, at your 
earliest convenience. The army register is now in course of 
preparation, and its publication will be delayed until this 
question of rank can be settled, 

I have the honor to enclose, herewith, copies of the letters 
of appointments issued from this oflSce, also extracts from the 
nomination and confirmation records in the case. I am. 
General, Very respectlully. 

Jas. a. Haedie, Asst. Adjt General 
From General Butler 

Lowell, Ma'y Isi, 1868 

Hon. Edwin M. Stanton, Sec’y. of War 

Sie: I have the honor to restate in writing the points of 
fact of law, and of form, which were stated to you personally 
in presence of the President, by force of which I claim to bo 
Senior Maj. General of the active list in the service of the 
United States. 

The conclusions deduced from them were assented t,o by 
you, and you determined that, if the facts and dates were 
found to be correctly slated, I should have in the “Official 
Register” the place to which my actual rank entitles me. 

You will do me the favor to remember that the apology 
then given for not earlier claiming my right, “that I had always 
been serving alone on the frontier line of the rebellion, and 
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therefore questions of seniority of rank did not become of 
importance,” was deemed sufficient. It was further added 
that there never had seemed to me time to contend about 
personal rights, while actively engaged in estabhshing National 
ones. 

The only Major Generals whose rank can be possibly in 
collision of seniority with mine are Generals McClellan, of 
the United States Army, whose letter of appointment directs 
“he shall rank as such from the 14th of May 1861; General 
Fremont, of the U. S. Army, taking rank by the same words 
of his letter of appointment May 14th, 1861; General Banks, 
U. S. Vols., taking rank May 16th, 1861, and General Dis, 
U. S. Vols., taking rank May 16th, 1861, both by like words in 
their letter of appointment. 

Each of the Officers was appointed long after the date which 
they may claim rank from the words of their letters of appoint- 
ment. That is to say: General Banks, appointed June 5th, 
1861; General Dix, appointed June 14th, 1861; General 
McClellan, appointed July 24th, 1861; General Fremont, 
appointed July 24th, 1861. Neither of the officers could of 
course accept their appointment or take the oath of office 
until after its date. I received my letter of appointment on 
the 16th day of May, 1861, the letter being dated that day 
giving me rank as of that day. 

My acceptance of the appointment & oath of office was 
on the 18th of May, 1861, and I was assigned to the command 
of the Department of South Eastern Virginia on the 20th of 
May, and actually took command on the 22nd of May, 1861. 

All these dates and facts appear on the records of the War 
Department. So that it will appear that I was appointed Maj. 
General of Volunteers, and actually in the service of the 
United States in command of a Department two weeks before 
any letter of appointment issued to any other Major General 
of the U. S. Army of Volunteers, and more than two months 
before any Maj. Gen’l. of the U. S. Army was appointed after 
the rebellion. 

My Commission was given me, as I was most kindly 
informed by the President, in consideration of meritorious 
services performed in the service of the United States, in com- 
mand of the Dept, of Annapolis, to which I was assigned April 
27th, 1861, by Gen’l Orders from the War Department. 
Orders No. (12) of the Series 1861. At this time Generals 
McClellan and Banks were drawing their salaries as Officers 
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in their respective Rail Roads. Gen’l Dix was attending to 
his private avocations at home, and General Fremont was 
taking care of his personal interest in Europe. Therefore, 
you will do me the favor to recall to mind that when you 
suggested in the presence of the President, that it was to be 
inferred that by giving Generals McClellan and Fremont ap- 
pointments on the 24th of July, 1861, to take rank May 14th, 
two days before the actual date of my appointment May 
16th, the President must have intended to give them senior- 
ity of rank, I answered with some warmth that if the Presi- 
dent, after giving me my Commission on the 16th of May with 
so many flattering commendations for having won it in the 
field, more than two months after intended to give others 
seniority of rank over me, I would at once settle all questions 
of rank by resigning a Commission thus disgraced, and appealed 
to the President to say if such was his intention. The Presi- 
dent thereupon replied, with his accustomed sincerity and 
straightforward integrity both of word and action, that he 
had no such intention, and that indeed he knew nothing of 
these dates, save that he did know that “he gave me my Com- 
mission the first of anybody.” 

There is no regulation of the Army which precisely covers 
this case. The 5th paragraph of the Regulations of 1857, 
which were those in force when these appointments were 
made, would hardly seem to cover it. That enacts “when 
Commissions are of the same date the rank is to be decided 
between Officers of the same Regiment or Corps by the Order 
of Appointment.” All the Maj. Gen ’Is. must be of the same 
Corps if such term can be applied, and if so then the Order of 
Appointment settles conclusively the point in my favor. The 
same paragraph further enacts “between Officers of a differ- 
ent regiment or Corps. 1st. by rank in actual service when 
appointed”; if so, that settles the point in my favor, because 
I held rank as Brig. Gen’l. in the actual service of the XJ. S. in 
command of a military Department when appointed. Sec- 
ondly, by former rank in the Army or marine Corps. Thirdly, 
by lottery among such as have been in the military Service of 
the United States. But these provisions are only applicable 
to the cases of Generals Banks and Dix, whose appointments 
give them rank at the same day. May 16th. 

As between Generals Dk, Banks, and myself, however, the, 
matter is conclusively settled by Order No. 66 of the series of 
1861, which provides that “Tke commissioned Officers of all 
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Vols. organizations, no matter whetlier established under the 
authority of a state or of the U. S., ■will be regarded as having 
been comtnissioned on the day when mustered into service of 
the United States, and will take rank in their respective grades; 
will be entitled to pay and be obeyed and respected in their 
several positions from that date.” I was mustered into the ser- 
vice of the United States more than twenty days before any 
other General now in the active service of the United States. 

As the advice and consent of the Senate is only a confirma- 
tion of the appointment by the President, of course the action 
of that advisory body does not affect the “Order of appoint- 
ment” or the date from which seniority is to be reckoned. 

The effect of the muster into the Volunteer Service of the 
United States, upon questions of precedence in rank of Offi- 
cers as above claimed, was settled by the action of the War 
Dept, in the case of Col. Birge, 13th Begt. Conn. Vols., sub- 
mitted by myself from Dept, of the Gulf by letter dated 
October, 1862, to which and the answer of the Department, 
settling the rights of Col. Birge, I beg leave to refer as entirely 
decisive of the matter in the Volunteer service. 

Now, as by the several acts of Congress and the General 
Orders and regulations of the War Department, the rank of 
the Officers in the Army and Volunteers are put upon precisely 
the same footing, save in one particular, when their Commis- 
sions are of the same date, and they are serving in the same 
corps or at the same Post, and as I have shown that my letter 
of appointment, which is de facto the Commission when con- 
sented to and advised by the Senate, is senior by two months, 
how can it be that Gen’l. McClellan and Fremont, not ap- 
pointed till more than two months afterwards, can take pre- 
cedence in seniority of rank to me? 

The President has power to do many things, but it has been 
said that even “an act of parliament could not make one’s 
uncle his aunt.” How then can the President make a junior 
officer a senior officer in the same grade? I grant that the 
President can put the junior in command of the senior, but it 
took an act of Congress to enable the President to do that. 
But there is no act of Congress which has or can settle senior- 
ity of rank otherwise than as the Almanac, taking note of the 
lapse of time, has settle<l it. 

As questions of seniority now are only useful in points of 
etiquette, and service upon Court Martials, this discussion is 
relieved of much of its individual consequence, but as a right 
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won in the service of the Country, an honor to be prized, I 
know you will commend me if I insist with pertinacious firm- 
ness upon its complete acknowledgment. I have the honor 

Most truly, Yr. Ohedt. Servant, 

Benj. F. Btttlee, Maj. Oen’l. U. 8. Vob. 

From James Parton to General Butler 

New York, May 1st, 1863 

Mt dear General: I have just received the package con- 
taining your letter of April 27th, the slip of questions, the 
letter of Harper and Butler’s, and a copy of the speech. 

The speech is the speech of an honest man and faithful 
servant. I have read it with pleasure and instruction. It is 
highly interesting to me to learn how these things looked to 
a Democrat in the year 1860. So exclusively had I consorted 
with people of opposite opinions, that you and Major Bell 
are almost the only democrats of recent times with whom I 
ever conversed five minutes. 

With regard to the Messrs Harper’s letter: It has been taken 
for granted that the book is to be published by the Mason 
Brothers, to whom I first communicated the project, and who 
have from the first encouraged it. They can do as well with 
it as anybody and I am peculiarly bound to do all I can for 
their interests, as they have ever done for mine. They were 
original Butler men: you have no where warmer friends than 
they. 

A Jew in military buttons, speaking English with a Ger- 
man accent, presented himself in my town the other morning. 
He has been your clerk, and has now left you in search of better 
employment in Washington. He says that on his arrival here 
he was met in the street by a partisan of the virtuous Ben Wood, 
and taken by him to Ben Wood, and to the World office, 
and that efforts were made to pump him to your injury; which, 
as he says, he resisted with the virtue of a Roman; but, at 
the .same time, insinuated to me that he “could and he would.” 

My impression was that he is not an ornament to his sex, 
and that his virtue was not of the best pattern. I fear you 
have been too good to him. Bear in mind, however, that 
these are mere impressions: he said nothing very improper, 
and I would not do a poor devil an injury. I was once a poor 
devil myself. I have a feeling for that p<^rsuasion, I men- 
tion the incident only for the Be.n Wood part of the story. 
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“7/ I look into the Delta!” As if one column of it could 
escape me! No, Sir. It is immensely interesting. 

I congratulate Mrs. Butler and all her flowers upon this 
enchanting Spring weather, and remain 

Very truly yours, Jas. Paeton 

From Colonel A. J. Butler to General Butler 

6th Mayy 1863 

Deae Beothee: I am confined to my room with a N. O. 
fever, and am quite unwell. I wrote you to send Gilman 
here after the filly, why don’t he come.^ 

Just received a letter from Geo. dated Monday night; he 
don’t think Hooker has as easy a road as he imagined before 
he started. The d Dutch all ran away as usual. 

Butterfield thought Hooker might win last night, but we 
will only have positive results telegraphed. 

In pain, Yours, Andbew 

Answer whether you will send Gill out and when. Direct to 
28 West 14 th Street. 

From Caleb Cushing to General Butler 

Peivate. Washington, May 7thy 1863 

Deae Geneeal: The defeat and repulse of General Hooker, 
as it seems to be supposed, will be followed by changes at 
Head Quarters. I understand, on good authority, that the 
President is hesitating between you and General Banks to 
take the place of Mr. Stanton. It is said also that General 
Halleck cannot remain in his present position. I am here 
for a fortnight. I do not know that it is possible for me to 
do anything to serve you; but if anything occurs to you, pray 
suggest it in all the freedom of assured friendship. 

Yours, C. Ctjshing 

From Benj. F. Flanders 

New Orleans, May dtK 1863 

Major General B. F. Butlee, Lowell, Mass. 

Deae Geneeal: Loyal people here all long for General 
Butler. There is no head here, or rather there are three heads, 
and such heads ! 

The head of the state wags at ease as usual. The judicial 
head, Secretary Seward’s provisional court, takes care that 
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traitors are not hurt, and fattens on loyal spoil. The mili- 
tary head is itself good and pure enough, but every brain 
attached to it is foul with corruption. 

A secessionist remarked the other day, “Butler’s men 
robbed us, but these fellows steal, damn ’em!” 

French has resigned, but stUl hovers here over the pulse of 
plunder. 

Bullitt, “permits ” and shamelessly shares outrageous specu- 
lations in all directions. His has proved an awful appointment, 
and Mr. Chase must remove him or this Custom House will 
bestiok the whole country. 

If you were in command here, a state government for Louisi- 
ana, loyal and free, would be in operation in ninety days. 
Under present auspices, our future is full of uncertainty. 

What courage can we have when an army oflficer can publicly 
tear up the American flag and go unhung, and for aught that 
appears, unrebuked? 

But Unionism increases in quantity and quality, spite of 
all discouragement, and Union men are to-day more bold and 
determined than ever, though they are in doubt as to which 
side the government is on in this rebellion. 

Very respectfully, Your obedient servant, 

Bbnj. F. Flandeks 

From Caleb Cushing to General Butler 

Private. Washington, 9 May, 1863 

Dear General: I have additional information to this 
effect. The President’s first choice is yourself, next Halleck. 

I do not advise that you come here. I am told it would not 
be desirable. It is suggested to me to counsel that some friend 
of yours, having the same relation to you that Mr. Weed has 
to Mr. Seward, should confer loith Mr. Weed. 

The gentleman who suggests these things to me has such 
means of information as to lead me to make the communica- 

*“ Ymrs. C. 

From General Butler to Caleb Cushing 

Private. Lowbli,, May lith, 186S 

My bear Sir: Both your notes of the 9th & 7th came this 
morning. 

It will be needless to thank you for your kind care of my 
interest. Between friends all that is best understood. 
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Is Mr. Weed in WasMngton? 

Capt. George, and Fisher A. Hildreth, who conies nearer 
my sense keeper than anybody else, will meet Mr. Weed in 
New York, at the Astor, any day he will be there and I am 
notified. 

I fear lest what you have named may be true. Who can 

satisfy the expectations of the country? Advise me what you 

think ought to be done. . 7 t. -n -n 

° Yours truly, Benj. F. Butlek 


From Caleb Cushing to General Butler 

Washington, 15 th May , 1863 

Deae Geneeal: I have yours of the 12th. Mr. W. is 
expected here to-day. If he arrives, I will telegraph, “He is 
here.” 

Mr. Stanton desires to displace General Hooker and appoint 
General Heintsleman to command on the Potomac and Rap- 
pahannock. General Halleck desires the command. Every- 
body desires to have Mr. Stanton superseded. 

All the newspaper talk of early advance or offensive action 
on the part of General Hooker, is either an impudent men- 
dacity or stupid credulity. The army is greatly reduced by 
the late campaign, and by the discharge of two years and nine 
months’ regiments. It requires time to remount the artillery, 
and to supply arms and parts of arms, thrown away by the 
retreating infantry in vast quantities. 

Possibly, General Lee may conclude to stand on a shorter 
radius and inner circle somewhere between Fredericksburg 
and Richmond, but it is equally possible that he may assume 
the offensive. 

In that, the attitude here is at present expectant only, with 
great confusion of counsels at Headquarters. 

I think G. and H. would be fit persons to see W. 

Yours, C. Cushing 


From Caleb Cushing to General Butler 

Washington, May I 5 th , 1803 

Deae Geneeal; Hooker did connnence to advance part of 
the troops across the river, and they were ordered back by 
Halleck. So I hear on good authority. I impart my informa- 
tion, also, that Halleck desires to take the place of Hooker. 

Yours, Cushing 
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From Bradford R. Wood to General Butler 

Legation of the United States, Copenhagen. May iOtk, 1863 

Dear Sir; I am under obligations to yourself, and some 
one else, for your admirable speech in New York. I endorse 
it most fully, and I cannot understand why it is that you, 
who so fully reflect the opinion of all loyal Americans, and 
who have vindicated your ability to command, are not in 
command. I am glad to find my own views in respect to 
the Constitution sustained by you. In March last, I wrote 
the very gentleman who introduced you to the Mayor, at the 
meetings, to the effect that before this war we could go no 
farther than the Constitution permitted, and that was to 
exclude slavery from the territories, prevent the forming of 
any more slave states, making freedom national and slavery 
sectional, and that this and its abolition in all other parts of 
the national domain was about all the Constitution then per- 
mitted. But when the South rebelled; and as far as they were 
concerned, abrogated the Constitution, forfeiting all rights 
under it, the Republican principle of abolition obtained ju- 
risdiction over the slaves of every rebel and over every rebel 
slave state. This to me seemed very plain. I could not before 
the rebellion be actively an abolitionist in a free state, what- 
ever I might be in a slave state! for the Constitution inhibited 
it. But I could be, and was, a Free Soiler. Since the rebel- 
lion, the Constitution and all our traditions not only permitted, 
but as I think enjoined abolition against every disloyal slave- 
holder and every disloyal slave state, and had it been strictly 
enforced there never would have been so much disloyalty at 
the North. Such was the substance of my views on that sub- 
ject. Rumor says I am recalled; for what I know not, nor is 
it of much consequence. It is enough that I can, I think, do 
some little in the future to inaugurate a Government that will 
reflect the opinions of the loyal, honest, and true men in our 
country. 

If I mistake not the signs of the times, men’s minds are 
now being turned that way, and it behooves all to see that 
they are not cheated by politicians, by trade and political 
rogues. You will see by this that I was a Freesoiler, and a 
democrat. As a member of the loyal Congress, I understood 
the whole Texas swindle and went for the Wilmot proviso, 
and I know that the South used the Northern democracy to, 
control public opinion in Europe in their favor. Nearly all 
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the foreign missions were filled, either with Southern men or 
men with Southern principles. The bare suspicion that my 
friend, Gen. Dix, was unsound to the South, or that he would 
act independently, twice shut him out from a foreign mission. 
With my renewed thanks for your speech, I remain. 

Very truly, Your obit. Servant, 

Beadford R. Wood 

It is believed here that your removal from New Orleans 
was caused by the intrigues of France, and the prejudices of 
England. You may depend on this, that Palmerston and Louis 
Napoleon are one. B. R. W. 

From General Butler 

Lowell, May 9>0th, 1863 

Committee from Memphis 

Messrs. : I am glad not to have to apologize for not accept- 
ing your most flattering invitation to meet my fellow-citizens 
of Tennessee in mass meeting on the 6th of June next. Being 
at home, awaiting orders from the Government, such a trip, 
however personally desirable and pleasant, is an impossibility. 

That I sympathize most deeply with my Union fellow- 
citizens of Tennessee need not be told. To the border States 
this war is a terrible reality, coming to your doors with all its 
horrors and devastations. It is to you as were the frontier 
wars of France, aided by the savage foes to us a century ago. 

Your devotion to the Union, the cause of civil government 
and equal rights, is like gold seven times tried by the fire. 

May God speed the day when that devotion shall be rewarded 
by the restoration of peace, the action of constitutional law, 
untrammelled by military necessities, and that prosperity 
which our whole country before enjoyed, and which by His 
blessing will soon again be ours. I have the honor to be. 

Most truly Yours, Bbnj. F. Btitlee 

J. Y. Loweney, D. G. Johnson, John Park, A. C. Ket- 
CHTTM, of the Committee from Memphis, Tenn. 

From General Butler 

Loweix, May %l$t, 1863 

My dear Miss Winthrop: I am grieved at not being able 
to confirm your impression that there exists a photograph of 
our lamented Theodore taken at. Fortress Monroe. I never 
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heard of such an one, and there were no facilities at the For- 
tress for taking such a photograph. 

I have been informed and believe that Col. Wardrop has 
recovered his sword. And while I make no doubt that the 
Col., whom I know very well, would be glad of any token 
from the relatives of his deceased friend, I think there is no 
occasion on your part to suppose that he has suffered any loss. 

The commendations you are pleased to express upon my 
services in the cause for which you and yours have sacrificed 
so much are very dear to me. 

I had learned to love Theodore’s brave and gentle nature; 


to be inspired with his enthusiastic love of country; and to 
think with him upon the causes of our troubles, and if in any 
degree my endeavors have come up to the high standard of his 
thoughts, I am indeed fortunate. 

Pray never again for a moment think it an intrusion to 
write me. I lost my sister as I left , college, and her corre- 
spondence which was the guide of my early life. Your note of 
kind regard brings back solemn but sweet memories of her, 
which soothe and almost gladden moments, which are all the 
time we can snatch from the rough cares of life. 

Mrs. Butler sends her kindest love to you, and regrets that 
as yet the closer friendship of personal acquaintance has not 


been formed. 


Most Truly Yours, B. F. B. 


Frrni John Chamberlain to General Butler 

New Yoek, May iind, 1863 

Deae Sie: I am now living in New York, doing business 
at No. 35 Cedar Street, family has moved here, we came here 
last October. But I have not made any money since we moved 
here, only a living, but I am very anxious to branch out and 
do something. I am exceedingly happy to hear of your vic- 
tories, and your success to fortune. Now with your great 
influence you have, I want you to do some business for me, and 
I will doubly pay you for it. I want you to assist me in getting 
a permit to open a store in Norfolk, Virginia, to ship goods 
from here, and to sell there such goods as the government will 
allow me to sell, and if you can get the permit for me, it will 
help me I know, and perhaps be the means of making a for- 
tune for me, I can get all the influence you want if you need 
any from Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New York, 
and if necessary I will come immediately to Washington, — 
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only telegraph, to 35 Cedar Street. Please attend to this at 
your earliest convenience, as it is very important that I should 
get the permit as soon as possible. Please excuse me for tak- 
ing this liberty. I remain your true friend, and shall be exceed- 
ingly happy to hear from you soon. 

Yours with respect, John Chambeblain 

Answer. Gen. Butler has no influence which could possibly 
aid Mr. Chamberlain in what he proposes. 

Respectfully, yours, B. F. B. 


From Colonel Shaffer to General Butler 

Washington, May % 6 th , 1863 

Deak General: I have just arrived here this evening, 
have seen no one, yet there is something in the wind. Seward 
arrived in New York last evening, this morning the Herald 
comes out for Banks for Sec. of War, and the Times squints 
that way. This is Seward’s work. Those papers were friendly 
to you, but by some oversight they have been allowed to 
drift away into the interest of Seward’s faction. The article 
in the Herald should be answered by a leader in some other 
New York paper, something like this, “Who shall be Stanton’s 
successor, Butler, Banks, McClellan, etc., are mentioned. Let 
us see what each has done to warrant their appointment.” 
Then pitch in and show what you have done and what each 
of the others have done, then wind up by saying that Butler 
is the only one. Bell and Clark should be kept at this kind 
of work, and a couple of New York papers got into our inter- 
est. An article might also appear showing that Seward is 
running Banks. In short, some judicious man must take 
hold of the newspapers. In haste, 

Your friend, J. W. Shaffer 


P.S. — I have just seen a couple of friends, — they insist that 
Seward is arranging for fair weather with you. I don’t believe 
it, yet it would possibly be good policy to do nothing or say 
nothing to offend Seward’s friends. Friend J W S 


From Colonel Shaffer to General Butler 

Washington, May 28tA, 1868 

Mx DEAR General: Clark and Turner have started for the 
East. I will remain here for some days and see how thmgs 
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look. There are two interests here, both for you. 1st., those 
that hate Stanton, — they want you for the purpose of getting 
Stanton out; this class is Chase, Blair, Bates, and most of the 
outsiders. £nd class, is those that desire to make you the com- 
ing man. Chandler, Wade, Carter, etc., lead this class; they 
are in favor of getting you West for two reasons, 1st, because 
they say they want you to be associated with and make 
reputation among Western men, as they will have the control 
to a great extent of future operations (not military). Snd, 
these men are not yet ready to fight Stanton. I believe this 
is the way your friends stand. Judge Carter to-day told me 
that he was asking that there be made a big department with 
Hd. Q. at St. Louis, with a view of giving you control of all 
the Mississippi Valley, and that Stanton was extremely anxious 
that it should be done, in fact he (Stanton) was doing all he 
could for it, but that the President wanted time to consider. 
Now my conviction is, that did not Mr. Lincoln expect and 
want you here he would have yielded at once to above plan. 
He told a friend of mine to-day that he was waiting to get a 
place big enough for you, that he could put you in it. I have 
arranged for an interview with him to-morrow, and will let 
you know the result. I told Clark the result of my interview 
with Cameron, and what he agreed to have done. I also told 
him exactly how Seward stood, and what is necessary to put 
that right. My information in regard to Weed and Seward 
comes mostly from Whitely of the Herald, he is certainly 
devoted to your interests, and is well posted. Whitely says 
Mr. Lincoln wants you for Sec. of War, and that Seward objects 
only on the ground of foreign relations, and that if proper 
means are used Seward can be persuaded to withdraw his 
objections, etc. Now, I don’t state this as my opinion, but 
as the opinion of those who appear to be your friends here. 
I have to be very prudent to prevent the impression that I 
am here by authority, and I tell all hands that I have not any 
other than the common interests of the country to serve. 

I feel deeply the necessity of what I wrote you the other 
day being cared for. I will not be able to get to Chicago in 
time for the convention, as I think I had better remain here a 
few days more, then go to New York, and from there to Penn- 
sylvania, and get a case worked up for Cameron and his 
friends to present to the President, and if by the time I get 
West something is not done, I will start the Ills, papers agoing, 
and try the effect of that on Stanton. 
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You must get some of your solid New England men to go 
to New York and raise a breeze there. I am confident that 
all that is wanted is time to make things come around right. 


In haste, 


Truly your friend, J. M. Shaffer 


From P. R. George to General Butler 

Headquarters, Department of N. England, June '7tk, 1863 


My dear General: Your speech at the Military was a 
very happy one, and no danger in it. Still, I tremble every 
time I see a notice of your speaking. If I knew of an assassin 
about Louis Napoleon, and he should persist not only in allow- 
ing him about, but actually would improve all occasions to be 
where he was, even when it was not absolutely necessary, I 
should think he was foolish, and so would you. A single speech 
may be the knife that contains the death. Speeches of public 
men are the assassins they bear about with them. 

One speech more and only one, and that out West, is all you 
should make, all. I doubt either the wisdom or the necessity 
of your coming to Concord the 17th. It is too near a view. It 
bears upon its face, “Demagoguing for the Presidency.” It 
will bear that construction by your enemies. Many of your 
sincere friends doubt its wisdom. They say “it may be safe 
enough,” perhaps it is well enough, etc. I hope to come to 
Lowell this week to see you. You could write a letter declin- 
ing for fear of misconstruction of your motives. Misjudged 
motives you may well fear. The enemies’ bullets at the same 
time count, lead, not logic, deeds, not threats, acts, not talk, 
etc. You can string a month of adjectives that will sound 
well in a letter. Take upon yourself Caesar’s modesty, and 
thrust by the crown though it be tendered thrice. 

I am sick, numb. In the future can bring you but little 
except brains. When will Fisher return from New York? I 
am gaining, but slowly. My difficulty was a tendency to a 
paralytic shock. Make my best regards to your wife and 
family. 

It looks to me as if the chances are sufficiently alive. Yours 


certainly have as much red heat on as any other person’s. It 
is wen enough to stop at XJpham’s. Gilmore’s, or Perley’s, 


would have been better. 


P. R. George 
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From John W. Turner to General Butler 

New Yoek, June 7tk, 1863 

Deae Geneeal: I have been ordered to report to General 
Gilmore for duty, who is going to try his skill in the “Depart- 
ment of the South.” 

General Gilmore anticipates only a temporary stay in his 
new Department, and in asking for me, it was taken into 
consideration as affecting my relationship with you, and he 
desired me to state this to you, as the Secretary seems not to 
have followed the formalities of service m not issuing the 
order relieving me from your staff. 

From all I can gather, I stand as being temporarily detached 
from your staff. I am too old a soldier, though, to believe in 
any temporary order. It is not in the nature of military affairs, 
a thousand exigencies may arise to prevent the establishment 
of the old order of things. I therefore regard my returning to 
duty under your orders as something only that may happen. 
Feelmg this, I may be excused if I express myself as if this 
separation was final. 

I have much to remember you for, m the consideration, 
kindness, and courtesy you ever exhibited towards me while 
connected with your staff; the manifestation of such feelings 
went far to encourage me in my labors when dispirited by a 
terrible chmate and contending against obstinate difficulties. 

I cannot help but think you conceived the true spirit when 
you held the Heads of your Department responsible for their 
particular sphere of action. Looking only to the results, I 
cannot help but feel myself that such was the freedom under 
which I labored that whatever shortcomings there may be in 
my department, I alone am responsible. 

Another rule of action which seemed to govern you, and a 
correct one, in my estimation for strength, and success, was 
the defence you always made for those serving you. It is an 
armor to every subaltern. 

While I regret I could not have labored on under your 
guidance, I accept the change which takes me into active 
duty with satisfaction, for I feel that I had no right in these 
times to be idle. Remember me kindly to Mrs. Butler. I am, 

General, Yours Sincerely, John W. Tuenbb 
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From Fisher A. Hildreth 

New York, June 9, 1863 


Deae Btitlee: I should have written had I not expected 
every day to start for home. Read is so very sore that it is 
impossible to move him just yet, though I am not stopping 
here on that account. I am trying the best I can with Whitney 
& Hatheway to help to let the “ Relief ” to the navy, & hope 
to succeed, but am not confident. But I am determined to 
stay until I can or can’t. 

Your staff, as of course you know, is disbanded, and went to 
different parts of the country. There is nothing left you now 
but to run for Governor unless the Cabinet breaks up, & per- 
haps not then. I think you had better run if you can be 
almost sure of an election, not otherwise. 

Fernando Wood got up his meeting under the approval & 
direction of Thurlow Weed. This may seem strange to you, 
but it is true. At the time of the meeting Wood was in & out 
continually, conferring and consulting with Weed. To con- 
trol & allay the excitement of these peace Democrats is another 
“necessity” of Seward to President Lincoln. Seward wdll 
continue to rule, he is an astute intriguer & full of resource. 
He has been smart enough to control Lincoln thus far, & I 


think will be to the end. 


Truly yours, Fisher 


From Captain A. F. Puffer to General BuUer 

New Yoke, Juw dth, 1883 

Dear General: I regret that I am positively compelled 
to tender my resignation of the appointment you were kind 
enough to honor me with in New Orleans. 

I need not mention the urgent reasons that necessitate this 
step, for you already know and I am sure appreciate them. 
But I cannot forbear telling you again that the necessity of 
troubling you, as I have on several occasions, with my affairs 
has caused me inexpressible pain, or of assuring you that the 
months I have waited for justice to be done you have abated 
in nowise my unwavering confidence in your future preemi- 
nence. I am sure it is but a question of time, and if I could 
I would wait until doomsday, and you should never hear a 
word of impatience from me. But it is no longer possible, and 
I am now obliged to do something for my support. 

Your many kindnesses to me encourage me to ask the aid 
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of your influence to procure for me some such position in the 
public service as my abilities will enable me to fill. 

I have thought that I should like to get authority to raise 
a colored regiment either here or in New England, believing 
that with the prestige of my position on your staff, and with 
your countenance and sanction, the negroes would flock to 
the standard and rally around your name as they would not 
to any other, unless it be that other symbol of freedom, 
Fremont. 

Pardon me. General, if in this I seem presumptuous. I am 
sure I do not mean to be. It is the result of my opinion that 
the poor and oppressed of whatever color, wherever you are 
known, believe in you as their champion. 

In tending my resignation I beg you will believe me when I 
say that the friendship and distinction with which you have 
honored me have been fruitful of more happiness than I had 
ever before known, and will always be my greatest pride. 


From Captain A. F. Puffer to General Butler 

New YorKj June \9ihy 1863 [Not in chronological order] 

Deak General: If anything could possibly enhance my 
gratitude and affection for you it would certainly be your 
generous letter and act of the 10th instant. 

I beheve I can show my appreciation of it in no better way 
than by accepting the proffered loan, perffectly satisfied that I 
shall be able to repay it by the means which you so kindly 
promise. To make your kindness available, however, I am 
obliged to return the draft with the request that you will 
rectify the oversight of non-signature. 

You desire me to be perfectly frank. General. Let me tell 
you what I could not bring myself to mention before. I did 
not tender my resignation until I had been actually obliged 
to borrow money for my current expenses. Do I need to assure 
you. General, that that tender of my resignation was one of 
the severest sacrifices I have ever been called on to make? I 
have no higher ambition than the close personal connection 
with you I have enjoyed the past year, and so long as I feel 
that the association is agreeable to you I shall never resign it. 

Among all your abler and more powerful friends. General, 
I will yield to no one in devotion and fidelity to your person 
and interests. 

I have written thus frankly, and with a demonstrativeness 



LETTERS OF GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER 83 


unusual to me, because I know I shall be understood, a sat- 
isfaction so great that I think I have mentioned it before. 

Please remember. General, that in nothing can you so much 
contribute to my happiness as by giving me opportunities to 
serve you in any way. I have the honor to remain. 

Very truly Your friend and servant, 

A. F. PUFFEB 

From William Alexander to General Butler 

Private. New York Citt, June 10/A, 1863 

Dear Sir: I am satisfied that there is still a chance for an 
expedition to Texas if you will consent to take command of 
it. Of course the State, with the exception of El Paso and 
perhaps Fort Davis, which can be best managed by the 
Commandant of New Mexico, must be made into a separate 
military department. 

I can assure you that if you will go in for the movement, 
no matter how small a force may be assigned you, and will 
land at or near the mouth of the Rio Grande, you can make it 
a brilliant success. As the yellow fever visited Montonnoys 
and Brunsville last season, they will probably be exempt this 
time. At all events, the prospect for Western Texas is better 
as regards health than that of New Orleans. 

The movement of Gen. Sam Houston for the restoration 
of the Republic, coupled with the fact that the Mexican Lega- 
tion has withdrawn, has alarmed (and not without cause) the 
Secretary of State. The opposition both from him and the 
Secretary of War must now cease. I beg you to give this 
matter your serious and early consideration. If you choose, 
you can, I am satisfied, have a chance. You can restore to the 
"Union a State in average equal to six and a half of New York, 
and which will at once be divided into two, and a few years 
later may be divided into’ five. If I could only see you here, 
and talk over matters with a map, I have no doubt that you 
would not hesitate. 

Have you seen the article in Wilkes’ Sjdrit of the Times of 
June 6, headed “the Republic of Texas”? 

A reply directed to the care of John Austin Stevens, Esq. 

wffl reach me. I remain, revctfuUy Ymrs. 

William Alexa^ndeb 
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From James Parton to General Butler 

New York, June llth, 1863 

Mt deae General: No; you are not remiss, you are very 
attentive and obliging. 

If Mr. Glenn has something interesting or valuable to tell 
the public, let him by all means fire away. Two witnesses 
are better than one. Nevertheless, I shall be glad to have 
the first hearing. Be it as the fates ordain. 

It seems to me that it will not be best to revive the bitter- 
ness of the Andrew controversy. To give a complete history 
of it would require 40 pages, and would shew you to have 
been substantially in the right. But can I spare so much space, 
or half as much, for such a matter, in a book of 5 or 6 hundred 
pages, that can be packed with thiogs far more interesting and 
important? I think it will be best to say enough to indicate 
the truth, that the Governor was wedded to his “system,” 
and had a strong antipathy to hunkers, and was much under 
the influence of his secretary; picturing you as intent on the 
business in hand, brushing aside obstacles, trying to come to 
an understanding with his Excellency, but being under a full 
head of steam all the time. It would be a pity to prolong the 
quarrel, which, growing out of the nature and constitution of 
the two disputants, could never end. And, after all, the chaos 
at Washington was the occasion of the difference. So, let me 
touch it lightly — unless the gentlemen are still restive and 
belligerent. In that case, I will give the whole. 

We thank you for your hospitable intentions toward us. 
At present, we are nailed here; I, to my desk; she to the crib 
of a sick child. I can well imagine how enchanting your hill 
must be in the glory of June. Gladly would see it, and admire 
Mrs. Butler’s flowers. 

Pray give our best regards to her, and accept those of Mrs. 
Parton, who is much your friend. I, of course, remain 

Very truly yours, Jas. Parton 

Still harping on my daughter, England! I cannot wonder 
— but oh, what revenge could equal that of restoring the 
Union! Could the aristocracy long survive such a tremendous 
strike? 
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From General Butler 

Telegbam. Lowell, June Wih, 1863 

Hon. Edwin M. Stanton, Sec. of War, Washington 

Geneeal Ebemont has published his argument upon the 
Question of Rank. If to do so is not in contravention of 
order No. 151, series of 1862, have I leave to publish mine.?* 

Benj. F. Butlee, Maj. Gen. U.8.V. 

From the Secretary of War 
By Telegraph from Washington, {2.10 p.m.) June lith^ 1863 

To Major Gen. Butlee 

Gen. Feemont forwarded a printed argument, but any 
publication of it is without the permission or knowledge of 
the department. It is not perceived in what manner a pub- 
lication can aid or influence the decision of the question at 
issue, & the department cannot sanction any such publication. 

If any other party desire to put his views in print rather 
than manuscript, he may do so for the use of the board. 

Edwin M. Stanton, SeFy of War 

From the Secretary of War 

By Telegraph /row Washington, June I5fh, 1863 
[Not in chronological order] 

To Maj. Gen. Butlee 

Geneeal Feemont states that his argument to this depart- 
ment on the question of rark was not published by his author- 
ity, but as publication has been made you are at liberty to 
make your own argument public if you desire so to do. 

Edwin M. Stanton 

From General Butler 

Lowell, June 15tk, 1863 [Not in chronological order] 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, Sec’y. of War 
I HAVE received your telegram in relation to Gen. Fremont’s 
publication, and now wish to prevent what seems to be a mis- 
apprehension. I alluded to the publication of Maj. Gen. 
IVemont of his argument in the New York Herald of the 
11th instant, which is now being extensively copied and com- 
mented upon by the press, not to his presenting his arguments 
for the use of any board of ofiice. 

My own judgment quite coincides with that of the Secre- 
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tary of War when you say that “it is not perceived in what 
manner a publication can aid or influence the decision,” and 
you will do me the favor to observe that through no act of 
mine has the matter gone to the public. But the difficulty is, 
my position not being correctly stated by General Fremont, 
he asserting that I rest my rank on the supposed intention of 
the President instead as is the fact on the actual priority of 
commission (as I have had the honor to state, his bearing date 
in July and mine in -May 1861), I am made to appear to the 
country as pressing an absurd, and as is proclaimed an im- 
modest claim to rank to which I have no shadow of title. 

Thus I am injured in feeling and reputation by the publi- 
cation, and my cause prejudged from ex parte statements by 
my brother officers who may sit upon the tribunal to which it 
shall be referred. 

I thi-nk the department rightly refuses the publication upon 
my part, and I obey its laws and orders, but am left to infer 
that Gen. Fremont disobeys general orders No. 151, Series of 
1862 to my injury with impunity. I have the honor to be, 

Your obedient servant, 

Bbnj. F. Buxleb, Maj. General 

P.S. While writing the above I have received by telegraph 
the kind permission of the Department to publish the com- 
munication. My judgment is not changed by the fact that 
General Fremont cannot keep his letters out of the news- 
papers. I can mine, if I choose. 

Very Respectfully, B. F. B. 

From the Secretary of State 

Department of State, Washington, June I9>th, 1863 

Maj. Gen. Benj. F. Butler 

Sm; The Prussian Minister, Baron Gerolt, having recently 
called the attention of this Department to the claim of the 
owners of the ship “Essex,” which formed the subject of his 
note of the 27th of March last, of which a transcript accom- 
panied my letter to you dated the 1st of last April, I will 
thank you to furnish me, at as early a period as may be con- 
venient, with such explanations of the circumstances com- 
plained of as it may be in your power to make, in order that 
the request of Baron Gerolt for a definite disposition of the 
case may be complied with. I have the honor to be. Sir, 
Y(mr obedient servant, William H. Sewakd 
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From General Butler 

Lowell, June 22, 1863 [Not in chronological order] 

Eon. Wm. H. Seward Secretary of State 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a note 
from the Department of State enclosing note of Baron Gerolt, 
Minister resident of the King of Prussia at Washington. By 
a mistake in my office the papers were filed away as finished, 
while they were in fact unanswered. I have a very vivid 
recollection of the facts relating to the “Essex” because of 
most troublesome investigations and proceedings which grew 
out of it. 

On the 17th of September the Custom House authorities 
reported to me, through my Provost Marshal, that a large 
quantity of Bullion and plate was being shipped on board the 
“Essex,” some of which was known to be the property of most 
violent and outspoken enemies of the United States, for the 
avowed purpose of putting it beyond the seas to aid the rebel 
cause in buying ships and munitions of war. From a hearing 
of the case there seemed to me probable cause to believe the 
truth of the information, and I therefore directed the Acting 
Collector to refuse a clearance of the ship until the matter 
could be examined, and such coin and plate as were clearly 
intended for use against the United States by their enemies 
could be taken out, and the ship, which I supposed at that time 
to be an honest trader, could then sail with the great bulk of 
her cargo and passengers. Here let me premise, however, 
that from the course the affair took I became convinced the 
Capt. and the Acting Prussian Consul were parties to the 
shipment of these goods, and were endeavoring by every paeans 
in their power to aid the enemies of the United States. 

The Prussian Consul, the only one accredited, had raised a 
Battalion and joined the rebel army, and was at that time and 
is now a General in their service. The Acting Consul, Mr. 
Kruttschnidt, was his business partner. The firm were large 
subscribers to the Confederate loan for defence of New Orleans, 
and Mr. Kruttschnidt was nearly related by marriage, as I 
was informed, to the Rebel Secretary of State Benjamin. 

Therefore every motive of relationship, business connection, 
and interest would array the Acting Prussian Consul against 
the United States, I immediately entered upon investigation 
of the facts alleged against portions of the cargo of the “Essex” 
in person, so that there might be the least possible delay. 
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While engaged in that investigation, I received the letter of 
the Acting Consul, the original of which I enclose marked “A,” 
believing at that time that the shipment was an honest act 
on the part of the Capt. 

I answered it as per copy marked “B,” hereby annexed. 
Having satisfied myself that certain packages ought to be 
detained at least for investigation more extended than could 
be given to it while the ship was being detained, I made a list 
of some six or seven packages that in my judgment should 
not be sent out of the coimtry for the purposes for which I 
had been informed these were now being transported. To my 
surprise, the Captain refused to deliver up any of these pack- 
ages, alleging as a reason that the shippers might hold him 
responsible. To reheve this difiSculty, I caused the shippers 
to be sent for, and procured from them orders or personal 
application to take some of the disputed packages off the ship. 
But the Capt. then refused to permit the shippers to take their 
own goods, unless all the duplicate bills of lading could be given 
up. This was a refusal without condition, as the Capt. knew 
that some of the duplicate bills of lading had been sent to the 
Consignees at Liverpool, and could not be given up. 

In the meantime a demand had been made upon me for 
$500 in gold per day during the time the ship should be in 
port. On the 23d. of September a communication was received 
from Mr. Kruttschnidt, Acting Consul, the original of which 
is hereto annexed marked “C.” In this communication the 
Consul justified the refusal of the Master of the Ship, made 
claim for $500 per day damages, suggested that I should use 
force to take the disputed packages, enclosed a protest of the 
Master, and then proceeds to explain to me the meaning, 
intent, and force of my orders and the Acts of Congress. 

Not feeling that I needed or desired instruction from an 
“alien enemy” upon these topics, I replied as per copy hereto 
annexed marked “D.” I declined to use force to retake the 
cargo because I was not yet fully satisfied as to the facts alleged, 
secondly because it seemed to me that a military order from 
Head Quarters of a garrisoned city and port were sufiBcient 
“force major” to justify the compliance of the Captain with- 
out actual manual force, and lastly because the very use of 
violence would have been the subject of complaint on the 
part of those who were endeavoring, as I believe, to compli- 
cate as far as possible the action of the Military Authorities. 

The citation of the Acts of Congress or of my orders could 
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have no bearing upon the questions, because the packages 
were seized alio intuitu. As bullion to be applied to the pur- 
chase of arms, clothing, munitions, or ships of war, they were 
liable to seizure by the well-settled laws of war. I contented 
myself, therefore, with informing the Master of the “Essex” 
that he might sail at any time after he placed the disputed 
packages in the hands of the Custom House Authorities, 
and proceeded as rapidly as possible in the investigations. 

I also append a letter to the Custom House Authorities of 
one of the shippers in relation to the refusal of the Capt. to 
allow the shippers their goods, marked “E,” and also copy of 
my letter to the Acting Consul thereupon, marked “F,” and 
the reply of the Acting Consul, marked “G.” 

Pending these proceedings, on the first of July certain of 
the passengers of the “Essex,” finding that she would not 
sail, applied for their passage money to be refunded, but the 
Captain would not refund that, and that led to an application 
to the Provost Marshal and a farther correspondence between 
the passengers and myself and the Acting Consul, copies of 
which marked “H.” “I.” “K.” are appended thereto. Mean- 
while, having finished the prehminary iuvestigations, and 
having determined that certain packages were not proper to 
be shipped, such packages were taken out of the ship and the 
others released from detention. She sailed at the convenience 
of her master. There seems to be great stress in both the claim 
of the supercargo and the note of Baron Gerolt based upon 
the fact that this bullion was put on board with the knowledge 
of the Custom House officer, but that officer was not placed 
there to prohibit bullion from being shipped if for a proper 
and lawful purpose, but to prevent breaches of the revenue 
laws, therefore his assent or dissent, not knowing the illegal 
use to be made of the property, can have no effect upon the 
questions raised. 

In all this matter there was the most strenuous endeavor 
on my part to treat the case with forbearance and courtesy, 
which if it had been met by corresponding efforts all annoy- 
ance and trouble might have been saved. 

The claim as made is a most preposterous one in amount 
if anything was suffered, and is of that class of claims that 
are brought against the Government in the hope that by claim- 
ing too much a compromise may be offered by which more 
than enough can be got. I have the honor to be 

Your obedient Servant, (Benj. F. Betleb) 
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From General Butler 

June 15 thy 1863 

To Hon. Edwin M. Stanton, Secretary of War 

Sm: I have the honor to request permission to visit Wash- 
ington in the week preceding the first day of July, if not in- 
consistent with public service. 

My child at school at Georgetown, at the Academy of the 
Visitation some three years, comes home at that time after 
her school festival, which I desire to attend. 

Your Obedient Servant, 

(Benj. F. Butleb) Maj. Gen. 

From Colonel J. W. Shaffer to General Butler 

Freeport, June 19 ih , 1863 

My deae Geneeal: I arrived home on Sunday, and am 
sorry to say that I am very unwell, but hope by keeping quiet 
a few days to be all right. I found your letters forwarded from 
Washington, here. The letter enclosing one from Gov. Shepley 
has not turned up; I would like much to see it. The most 
sagacious of my political friends think that a place in the Cabi- 
net, as matters now stand, would be the worst thing that 
could happen you, — all hands appear to agree that you are 
the only man that can possibly be made available, and that a 
position in the Cabinet would class you with those who are at 
present looked upon as an administrator that has failed. I, 
however, don’t share that feeling. I still believe that if you 
could be put at the head of war department at any time before 
the election that you could do enough to satisfy the people 
that somethmg substantial could be expected. I leave Monday 
next for Springfield, and will spend some time there and in 
Chicago. I got the speeches you sent me, but too late for the 
convention. I am, however, making good use of them. Dr. 
Cottman was hurting Banlcs more than anyone I came across; 
he was talking to everybody, and I heard of him frequently in 
Washington as having said that he took back all that he had 
ever said against you, and prayed that you might be put at 
head of affairs. I talked with him considerable, and, whatever 
his motive may be, he was doing good work. I will hold my- 
self ready to go anywhere you may advise or that you think 
can do any good. I wish you would write and make any sug- 
gestions you think would be of any use to me. I will write 

you from Springfield. fj-yiy your friend, J. W. Siiapebe 
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From General Strong to General Butler 

St. Hemna Island, S.C. June IQth, 1863 

My deak General: I know not when this will go North, 
but as I am a few miles distant from Hilton Head, and steam- 
ers can slip away to New York without my knowledge, I will 
pen you a word now. 

You see that I have the advantage of Napoleon, for I am 
in command of St. Helena whereas Bony was a prisoner. I 
have here the 9th Me., 3rd N. H., 76th Penn., “Les enfants 
Perdus” (independent battalion from New York), and a com- 
pany of Serrell’s engineer regiment. Why a crowd of “lost 
children” (they have just arrived on this island) should follow 
me around and even name this camp after me, is an important 
question in a moral point of view. This is considered a health- 
ier point than Hilton Head, and it is the intention to make 
it ultimately the Hd. Qts. of the Dept. I expect to remain 
here but a short time, as my business here is only to get these 
troops into fighting trim. Hunter didn’t appear to like being 
relieved, but tried not to show it. Foote and Dahlgren have 
not yet arrived. Dupont gave us an entertainment the other 
day on board the “Wabash.” The “Fingal’s” capture was a 
good thing. She is not much injured, and she steamed up to 
this island yesterday. She will be a valuable auxiliary. I 
suppose the enemy will prepare for another attempt on Charles- 
ton, knowing that Gilmore has come here. 

We don’t let even our Colonels know as yet that anything 
is proposed, but there’ll be a make or break somewhere very 
shortly. Please don’t know anything about it from me. Col. 
Montgomery (of Kansas notoriety) with 1500 darkies is stirring 
up the Carolinians and Georgians most thoroughly in his 
ubiquity. We have no news later than the 9th, and therefore 
do not know who holds Vicksburg, Port Hudson, Rich- 
mond, or Washington. You may imagine that we are some- 
what anxious for the arrival of a steamer. Was not a little 
amused two days .since to hear a New York gentleman say 
that Gen. Butler had .set up a magnificent carriage, etc. in 
14th Street (he referred to the Col., and the carriage that 
was presented to Mrs. Butler), and insisted for some time that 
he was right and that you were not in Lowell at all. My health 
is not perfect but I feel better than when I left New York. I 
want to see the result of this effort and then, if possible, get 
away from here. Turner is Chief of Staff at Dept. H’d. 
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Quarters. We went up to Folly Island where Vodges com- 
mands, and took a look at the Rebels on Morris Island. 
They are very saucy and fire (artillery — sometimes rifles) 
whenever they see a half dozen of our men together at the 
upper extremity of Folk Island. A large side-wheel block- 
ade runner ran ashore the other night under both their guns 
and ours. We got 40 pieces of muslin out of her for the hos- 
pitals, the Rebels also got something from her. The two 
parties met in row-boats near the wreck the other night, 
both looking for plunder. Fred received his orders from 
New Orleans (accepting resignation), and with it an auto- 
graph letter from Banks, full of palaver, remembered their 
intercourse in New Orleans with much pleasure, etc. Banks 
don’t know him from Adam. The same old story that 
charms voters. It certainly amused Fred. His “last” is, that 
if somebody doesn’t come down pretty quick with some- 
thing handsome, he shall go to Ben. Wood. My kindest 
regards to Madame and the rest of the family (both military 
and civil), and please keep me posted on any very important 

matters. Sincerely Yours, Geo. C. Strong 

Parton ought to inform the public in some way that the 
History will be out in the autumn, & that this one by Glenn 
isn’t authentic. 

From Colonel Andrew J. Butler to General Butler 

New Yobk, June iOth , 1863 

Dear Brother: My man Wager keeps too full of whiskey, 
and he goes to Port Royal next week. Can you spare Field? 
If yes, send him at once. He is the only sober accountant I 
know. 

If he cannot come, say so by telegraph so that I can engage 
one here and get him acquainted with the books before George 
goes. I will not get closed up under two or three months. 

Have just got returns from the “Albert Adams”; will get 
out whole after all the bad luck at Galveston. 

Yours Truly, ANnBBW 

From Captain George A. Kensel to General Butler 

Rosecram’ Didsion Camp, near Mtjrfbebton, June iSrd, 1863 

My dear General: Here I am at last in my new quarters 
with the army of Gen. Rosecrans, satisfied, of course, as 
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every soldier should be with any change of station, but by no 
means pleased with such change. My eighteen months’ 
intercourse with yourself and staff I shall never forget, and I 
live on the hope that some day ere long we may be reunited; 
and if I may judge by the state of affairs in Pennsylvania and 
Maryland, that day is not far distant. Your friends m this 
army are legion, and I have heard it often said, “For God’s 
sake give us a man at Head Quarters who has force and pluck 
to carry out his designs without fear, favor or affectation. 
Give us General Butler.” The Generals of this army are 
particularly your friends, as most of them were at Corinth 
when we were in New Orleans, and they received your orders 
through the kindness of Beauregard, who always commented 
on them with a threat of dire vengeance which he never carried 
out. 

We have a magnificent army here m good condition, but 
for some reason or other we remain in statu quo, no move. 
Our scouts last night report Bragg’s army falling back, pos- 
sibly true. 

I have written to Bell and John Clarke, but as yet have 
received no replies. Now, General, if certain things happen, 
recollect I must be with you; that family you had a year ago 
can’t get along well without the Artillery. Remember me 
kindly to Mrs. Butler and the boys, and believe me ever 
sincerdy attached. ^ 

From Alexander Bullock to General Butler 

WoBCBSTHR, iSih Jme, 1883 

Mt deak Genl.: Thanks for your note of the 20th. Before 
receiving it I was vexed to hear, from some of our Worcester 
men, that your carriage was in waiting for me on the 17th, 
for I had sent off my letter 36 ho.urs in time. But excuse the 
mails. 

I am sorry to hear that the Gov. was in any sense petulant. 
How unlike him! But then remember that you spoiled his 
temper as long ago as ’62-63. That is chargeable to you — 
to have changed the temper of a public man. Account to me 
for it sometime, if you can. 

So it is not “Virtute” but personal, and .you the cause. 
Have I you or not in this? 

Yours faithfully, Alex. Bullock 
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From General John W. Turner to General Butler 

Hilton Head, N.C. June ^ 5thy 1863 

Deak Genbeal: The Department of the North under the 
new regime is delving away, it has much to overcome, and 
much to contend against in a small way, comparatively 
speaking. The natural features of the country are great auxil- 
iaries to its defences, one man being capable of holding his 
own against five. It is a kind of half alligator, half mud 
turtle operation that we are engaged in. We have the reliable 
facts that the enemy are reduced to the minimum for defence. 

Were it not for the impassable swamps and divers streams 
which intersect these islands in all directions, prohibiting the 
deployment of any respectable sized body of men or their 
advance over haM a mile in any one direction, I would hope 
much from the chances of making a square and fierce fight. 
But this is denied us, and we are driven to pegging away in a 
maimer that only becomes “regulars.” We are receiving many 
deserters from the enemies’ camp, from whom we make up 
pretty reliable data as to the disposition and strength of the 
enemy. They seem to be prosecuting your friend Lovell again 
with all the pertinacity becoming Southern tyranny. He is 
under trial again at Charleston with charges against him of 
selling the city of New Orleans to Gen. Butler for $500,000. 
I could not help thinking how long you would have struggled 
as you did without transportation, without anything, at Ship 
Island, with half a million locked up in your military chest, 
keeping for this contingency of buying out Lovell. I have 
become quite familiar in leaving C. S. off my name. Col. 
Eaton of New York says they will leave a latch string out for 
me when I get ready to come back. 

Strong is organizing a division of five thousand men with 
which to gather laurels. Matters seem mixed about Wash- 
ington. My kind regards to Mrs. Butler. 

Yours truly, John W. Tuenek 

From General Strong to General Butler 

St. Humhta Isuot, S.C. /une iOtk , 1863 

Mt deae Geneeal; I know not when this will go North, 
but having a moment wherein to write I proceed to pen a 
word. Steamer “Arago” arrived to-day with dates to 25th 
instant. If we are to gain any advantages on the Mississippi, 
which is not yet certain — it appears as if they were to be 
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counterbalanced by the panic in Penn. The pressure seems 
pretty strong in favor of McClellan. If he is restored, I tbink 
the Government may, as Uncle Abe says, “jest shet up house- 
keeping altogether,” for he will ultimately assume the reins 
of Government, being forced into it by his friends for purposes 
of their own. Nous verrons. 

The Signal officer reports Dahlgren arrived, a few minutes 
since, at Hilton Head. He and Gilmore have every incentive 
to press matters Charlestonward. It is given out here that 
no movement is contemplated at present, but you’ll soon hear 
something “drap.” I have a very good command now (and 
they’ll have work to do) composed of Brabban’s Battery 
(Regulars), 3rd R. I. Battery, “Les enfants Perdus” (Bat- 
talion), 7th Conn. (Battalion), 48th N. Y. Regt., 9th Maine, 
3rd N. H., 76th Penn., 2nd S. C. (negroes, Col. Montgomery), 
and Governor Andrew’s 54th niggers. 

Rather singular that I should have Gov. Andrew’s reputa- 
tion in my keeping, for he staked it on the success of this 
Regiment. Col. Montgomery caught one of his men (day 
before yesterday) who had deserted. Called him up yesterday 
morning at six and asked him if he had anything to say in his 
own defence. “Nothing.” “Then you die at half past nine.” 
Montgomery quietly reported the matter to me afterward — 
verbally — closing with, “I accordingly shot and buried him 
at that hour.” We need cool things of that kind in this 
chmate. 

My health is pretty good now. Busy with Brigade drills, 
etc. My regards as usual to Madame and the rest. 

Very Truly Yours, Geo. C. Sxbong 

If you were Secretary of War now I would advocate, all things 
considered, the restoration of McClellan, for you could manage 
him and make something out of it — “for a rainy day.” 

From Edward L. Pierce to General Butler 

Beaufort, Port Kotal, Jvly 2nd, 1863 

My dbah General: Yesterday I read the article on “Our 
General.” It is very interesting, and I should think that a 
good deal was omitted which ought to be recorded. You will 
find yourself alluded to in the August number in an article on 
the IVeedmen at Port Royal, which I have sent to the Editor. 

I arrived here on June 9th. I have been attending to my 
duties since, making one official visit to points occupied in 
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Honla. I have seen and talked with many people, and by all 
sorts and all ranks I hear the wish expressed that you should 
come here. And when the other day I heard that General 
Strong had arrived, I thought it might be the precursor of 
your coming. I know there is another place where you could 
be more useful to the country, displacing two other men, the 
position of one of whom is unknown to the Constitution, but 
as I do not see the immediate prospect of that being done, I 
wish you could come here. It seems too bad to have you idle 
at Lowell when so much is going on in which you ought to 
bear a part. From what I read, it would seem that opposi- 
tion to the Government, and that of a violent kind, was again 
organizing. This would not have occurred had there been 
decision, energy, and power shown. A very good spirit pre- 
vailed in the North two months ago, but nothing was done to 
sustain it. There seems to be no business foresight capacity 
in directing the war, no providence in anticipating the expira- 
tion of terms of service by fresh levies. 

Through all this I hope you are well, though I know you 
cannot be happy. Final victory is assured to us. There are 
resources and virtue enough for this in the end, but God only 
knows through what calamities this mismanagement is first to 

carry us. Yours Truly, Edwabd L. Pieece 

From, General Butler 
Lowell, Mass. July IS, 1803 [Received 1,10 p.m.) 

Eon. E. M, Stanton, Secretary of War 

Much mischief is done by the publication of the names of 
drafted men in the newspapers in advance of the ofl&cial noti- 
fication. Drafts are evading without any liability to the penal- 
ties. Would suggest that no publication be permitted. 

Bbnjt. F. Butleb, Major-General 

Official Records, Series 3, Vol. UI, p. 485. 


From the Secretary of War 

War Department, Washington Citt, Jtdy 14, 1863 

Major-General Butleb, Loweli/ 

I THANK you for the suggestion contained in your telegram. 
Instructions have been given the Provost-Marshal-General to 
correct the mirchief at oace. 


Official Records, Series 8, Vol. Ill, p. 487. 
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From David Dudley Field 

New York Cmt, July 15. 1863. Received 1.60 p.m. 

His Excellency, A. Lincoln, President United States 


We must have more military force and a military head for 
New York. Let me recommend the appointment of General 
Butler to this Department, and the giving him an ample force 
to suppress the riot here, and to suppress it everywhere. Any 


delay is hazardous. 


D. D. Field 


From William C. Bryant and Others 

New Yoek, July 21, 1863, ^ p.m. [Not in chronological order] 

His Excellency, Abkaham Lincoln, President United States 

We beg to urge upon you the adoption of the policy recom- 
mended in Mr. Field’s letter of Sunday, forwarded by Mr. 
Blake. That will indicate the authority and prestige of the 
government, while it will greatly lessen, if not entirely abate, 
the opposition to the conscription. 

Geo. Opdyke, Wm. C. Bbtant, Horace Greeley, Henry 
J. Raymond, D. D. Field 

From John Clarice to General Butler 

29 Dover Street , Boston, July lUh , 1863 

My dear General: It was my purpose to have called 
at your office this morning; but though I have the face of a 
blackguard, I had not the face to execute my purpose. The 
black rim round my left eye throws such savagery of expression 
into my countenance that I am sure, if I presented myself, 
you would order me away. They say that it is always darkest 
before dawn; if that be true, I must be near amendment: for 
the cloud is as dark now as it can be. 

It strikes me that these riots in New York and in this city 
are affairs planned. The breaking into gun-shops, the assaults 
on armories, and the attacks on the drafting agents, show this. 
I see that Governor Seymour, in his speech to the mob in New 
York, promised a suspension of the draft. This is yielding 
and weakness, and is fatal. Firmness now is all that can save 
the commercial cities. 

But my only purpose to-day was to explain my non-appear- 
ance, as there was a quasi understanding that I was to see you 
on Courier matters. I shall do this, the moment I am fit to 

be seen. Very truly your obedient servant, John Clarke 


vot. m— 7 
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From J. Ladd 

Washington, D.C. July I9thy 1863 

Feiend Bijtlek: You will recollect that, when I last saw 
you at your house, the subject matter of Senator Wilson’s 
feelings toward you came up. I have had a long and confi- 
dential conversation with him to-day, and amongst other 
things he mentioned you in terms of strong commendation. 
After conversing with him of your position in public office, 
he asked me if I knew how you felt towards him. I then assured 
him that you had the best of feeling for him, and he would 
always find you ready and willing to cooperate with him in 
any and every thing that would pertain to the good of the 
Government and the country. He made the remark that you 
would, if nothmg happened, be a formidable candidate for 
the next Presidency. Now, General, let things work, do not 
try to hurry them in the least, and I have faith that all will be 
right. I come in contact with men in the army from all parts 
of the country, and you are mentioned in terms of commenda- 
tion for the Presidency. I am also in company with people 
who are visiting Washington, and I have some chance to get 
at the feelings and sentiments of the different states. Do not 
let any past friends hurry up matters, let the growth be slow 
and strong, and at the proper time we will have the cards so 
laid that we can gather strength. I am. General, yours in 
truth and confidence, hoping to hear from you and of your- 
self, I remain with great respect, j 

From James F. Oram to General Butler 

New Yoek, July 186 S 

Dbae Sib: I take the liberty of writing you a few lines for 
information concerning yourself while you had command of 
New Orleans. About two weeks ago a friend of mine and my- 
self had a dispute about your transactions while you were in 
command. The affair arose out of your hanging men in New 
Orleans. I claimed that you had acted impartially, not only 
did you order Mumford to be hung, but also did order Union 
soldiers to be executed for stealing. My friend bet me that 
you never hung but Mumford. Please answer this, and state 
whether he was the only man hung by your order, I wrote to 
the Sunday Times for information, and he answered that he 
lid not recollect, but that you had acted very tyrannical, and 
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had committed acts that were uncalled for. By answering the 
above, you will much oblige yours, 

James F. Oram, JiD Beaver St, New York City 

July mk, 1863 

Answer. I am directed by Major General Butler to send you 
in reply to your inquiry a copy of the order directing the 
punishment of two men for divers burglaries, which was duly 
executed. 


From J. K. Herbert to General BuUer 

Sherman House, Chicago, Jrdy ¥l{h, 1863 

Dear Sir: On looking about among the politicians here I 
find that there is more activity here than elsewhere in reference 
to prospective politics. 

Hon. E. B. Washburne is making a business already of com- 
mitting men to Grant for the Presidency. 

He is wealthy, shrewd, in earnest, determined that Grant 
shall be the man. I hear good men say he will go into a nom- 
inating convention stronger than Lincoln went. 

They are trying to get Grant in command of Rosecrans’ 
army & his own too, with perhaps additional reinforcements — 
send him across to the Atlantic and eastward on Richmond — 
hoping thereby to make him irresistible in a Nominating 
Convention. 

If the administration see the joke, they will see to it that 
he does not get an opportunity. But if Grant & his western 
friends can do this thing they will — I am not misinformed — 
they are bending every energy for the enterprise. 

The P. 0. keeps the Tribune almost if not altogether for 
Lincoln’s renomination. Judge Drummond, Judge Higgins, 
& some other good men of former days are for Lincoln, I learn. 
Judge Higgins came to my room last night and stayed till 
midnight. I learned the Lincoln policy here by heart. I 
mean the notions of men who would renominate & who they 
are. 

Dr. D. Brainerd, a former strong Democratic politician, 
will be one of the Com. men here. He is all right. But he 
tells me men here are for Grant or Lincoln generally, and 
"cannot be tied to” as we want them. 

Men who work and are of much account are apt to talk 
some Western man. Well, I don’t fear the result in any case 
except Grant’s, nor that one much; but it spoils the good 
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Committee timber considerably. Brainerd is a Butler man, 
& one of the best in tbe state. He thinks we can get a good 
Com. by looking it up. 

I had a talk with the Tribune folks about Mo. They wanted 
you there instead of Schofield. I told them to talk it up, and 
the east would take up the cry I’d warrant, & I see in the 
Tribune yesterday morning a little article on the subject. I 
send you a paper & one to a friend in Boston to have the Boston 
papers take it up. 

I tell you Grant is going to be in the way in the West, & 
especially if he takes any more Vicksburgs, — such for example 
as Mobile or Savannah, or Richmond, & because they are 
crowding him, other men ought to be at work. 

I am getting the run of the thing in my Diary pretty closely. 
The League is large in Illinois. About 800 councils & 100,000 
members now. 

All the strong men of the state are in them. There are fears 
entertained that Trumbull & other leading politicians will 
not take a bold stand since Burnside’s row with the Times. 
They all backed down, you know. 

I think I shall have an instructive diary when I get around. 

Your most obt. servt., J. K. Herbert 


From Doctor Thomas Cottman 

Washington August 9 > nd , 1863 

To Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler, Lowell 
Dear Sir: Permit me to introduce the bearer, Mr. McLearn, 
who has come on to Washington in consequence of the Quarter 
Master General’s requiring him to disprove engagement in 
illicit traffic. A new code of ethics, to prove a negative; no 
positive charges being made. Mr. McLearn is the agent of 
Mr. Hamilton, the owner of the Steamer “St. Maurice.” 
The steamer was used by the government last summer, and 
turned over to Judge Morgan, the attorney for Mr. McLearn, 
in the fall. By a certificate in the Quarter Master General’s 
office. Col. Shaffer declares that he has not settled with Judge 
Morgan (in consequence of Morgan’s absence on a visit to 
Washington) until it became necessary for him to hand over 
his books and papers to his successor. As Mr. McLearn’s 
attorney was obtaining no satisfaction from the department, 
it was deemed advisable for McLearn to come on and see 
what was the matter. On his arrival here, he finds it neces- 
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sary to prove that the boat was not engaged in illicit trade. 
Col. Hodge, who has been attending to the business here, 
tells me that the War department requires him to furnish other 
proof than that which is patent to every sensible man of your 
turning her over to her owners and ordering Col. Shaffer to 
settle for the time she was employed by the government, 
which would not have been done if there was anything wrong 
about her. AJlow me to recommend Mr. McLeam to your 
consideration and kind offices. 

We have to regret and mourn the death of the gallant and 
chivalrous Gen. Strong, whose gentlemanly deportment as well 
as deeds of valor have endeared him to the hearts of all true 
Americans. I was very sorry not to have been able to attend 
his funeral, which I most certainly should have done had I 
have known in time to have reached New York, the day and 

place. Very Respectfully, Your ohdf. Servant, 

Thomas Cotxman 


From J. 0. McLeam to General Butler 

New York, August ith, 1863 

Deae Sir: Will you have the kindness to forward me, 
care of Wm. S. Hodge, Washington, the certificate you promised 
me in relation to the steamer “St. Maurice.” I enclose a 
copy of about what I desire. 

I shall be saved much delay. General, if you will furnish 
me with the document. Dr. Cottman’s letter to you (and 
which I gave you here) fully explains the reasons of my seek- 
ing the certificate. Hoping soon to hear from you, I am 

Yours respectfully, J. S. McLeaen 


Endorsed: I certify that when I handed over the steamer 
“St. Maurice” of New Orleans to her owners, on October 
1862, there were no charges against her for illicit traffic or col- 
lusion with the Rebel Government. g j, 


From General Weitzel to General Butler 

Nbw Obxbans, Avgust 5ih, 1863 

Mx DEAR General : I received your letter of last March 
on the night before the attack on Camp Bisland. Since that 
time I have been constantly engaged. To-day, through the 
negligence of the Quarter Master’s Department in not furnish- 
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ing me transportation, I have a few moments to spare. I am 
very much obliged to you for your interest in having me con- 
firmed. I had been quarreling for you ever since you left, and 
was pleased to see that you were fighting for me. Not a word 
is mentioned here now derogatory to your administration, 
except that the most bitter secessionists wish to God you were 
back. They say they always knew what to do when you 
ordered anything. This is enlre nous, of course. Banks makes 
too many promises, you prophesied this to me. 

With regard to our military operations, I suppose you are 
perfectly posted. Our campaign against Port Hudson com- 
menced in last April, as you know, immediately after we had 
somewhat organized and straightened out the raw material 
that Banks brought with him. We moved against Taylor, 
and through somebody’s mismanagement, failed to bag him 
as we ought and easily could have done, chased him 56 miles 
above Alexandria, destroyed his fleet, and took 2000 prison- 
ers. Interfered with bringing supplies to Port Hudson, opened 
communications with Grant, via the Atchafulaya, and then 
having, as we thought for at least two months disorganized 
Taylor’s forces, we pitched into Port Hudson. Would have 
taken it on the day the first attack was made if all had done 
their duty, and finally got it by pertinacious pummeling and 
out-diggmg the Rebels. The fall of Vicksburg expedited the 
matter. I have since then reoccupied the Lafourche country, 
and my brigade has gone into summer quarters. I have gained 
credit in the campaign, and this pleases me because it will 
please my friends. Gen. Banks promised me a furlough a 
month ago, to take effect as soon as my troops went into 
summer quarters. I have not had a furlough in four years, 
my father has died since that time, I have been constantly on 
duty in these troubles since Jan. 19th, 1861. No one in the 
Department has such a strong claim. He has given furlough 
tq one General who has been in the Department five months, 
and to another who has been in the Department seven months. 
There are seventeen Generals here now. He says I cannot be 
spared yet; this is all very flattering. I am now on board to 
dispose of the troops in the Department so as to secure the 
navigation of the Mississippi as far as Natchez, and to gen- 
erally improve the defences of the Department, and make 
additional ones against the Rebels and foreign enemies. I 
am promised a leave next week. You must have felt highly 
pleased at the glorious defence of Fort Butler at Donaldson- 
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ville by 125 of our invalids. They drove off 2500 Rebels, 
killed more than their own number, woimded nearly twice 
as many, and took more than their own number prisoners. 
Forts are begirming to fell in this war. I was sorry to see that 
Strong was hurt. You ought to tell Strong not to be too rash. 
I am afraid that is his fault. It must make you feel good to 
see your youngsters of your staff. Strong, Weitzel, etc. getting 
the credit of dealing to the Rebels the same sort of blows you 
gave them here. I hope you feel satisfied that we have not 
forgotten your teachings. I hope and prayed that you would 
be sent to New York City to touch up those copperhead rioters 
there. Can’t your people up there send us an invoice of copper- 
heads to fill up my New York regiments? We’d like no better 
fun than to flatten them out. We’re all good democrats, too. 
But I tell you, to see one’s friends shot down around him, 
opens one’s eyes. Hubbard, Allen, Lull (a brave fel- 

low), and scores of your old command gone under. Some of 
the bravest and best men that ever Hved. Your whole com- 
mand at Port Hudson praying and begging to have you there, 
and all proud of having belonged to your old army. The 4th 
Wisconsin, 6th Michigan, 21st Indiana, 12th & 13th Connecti- 
cut, 75th New York, 8th New Hampshire, always where the 
tough work was. Some now reduced to 150 effective men. 
The rest of the old division within supporting distance. I 
have applied for a leave of absence for twenty days, with per- 
mission to apply for an extension of forty days, to the War 
Department. I understand that I am to get the extension 
clause approved of here, if practicable. If I get what I apphed 
for, and to which I think I am entitled, I intend to come up to 
Massachusetts and see you and Bell and the rest of them. Will 
you please tell Major Bell that I received his letter under fire 
at Port Hudson, and was much pleased to hear from him, and 
that I will write him some of these days, and that if he would 
write me every day I would be happy, very happy to hear 
from him, but to be sure not to growl and get despondent as 
he did in his last. 

Will you please present my sincere regards to Mrs. Butler, 
and with the best wishes for your welfare, I remain. 

Yours Truly, G. Weixzbl 

I forgot something. Col. Hamlin (son of the Vice President), 
Commanding officer of one of the negro regiments in Ullman’s 
brigade, says I was told by two officers that I could gain no 
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promotion in this war, because I declined to command those 
negro regiments in the Lafourche, while you were here. He 
has gone home on leave, or I would immediately prefer charges 


against him. 


G. Weitzel 


From Duncan Sherman & Co. 

Office of Duncan Sherman and Company , Bankers , New York, Aug , llth , 186 S 

Major General Benj. F. Butler, Lowell, Massachusetts 
Sir: At the time of the secession of the State of Louisiana, 
Messrs. H. W. Conner and Son, of the City of New Orleans, 
had in their keeping the following securities belonging to us: — 
viz, 

one Bond of the State of Arkansas, L. 225, No. 257, and notes 
of the following parties: 


M. Gordon, 

$2501.50 

J. D. Parker, 

2000.-- 

Francis Webb, 

3450.— 

W. D. Brown, 

1050.— 

E, D. Farrar, 

1600.— 

Scruggs, Donegant Co,, 

1950.— 

Louvet McCall, 

2250.— 


$14,801.50 


We are informed that these were seized and confiscated by 
the Confederates, and lodged in some one of the New Orleans 
Banks for safe keepiug, and that on your assuming the ad- 
ministration of that Department you took possession of all 
such deposits for the benefit of the concerned. 

May we ask you kindly to point out what steps we should 
take in order to recover our property. We have the honor 

Your Obdt. Servant, 

Duncan, Sherman, and Co. 


From General Butler 

Lowell, Sept 4dh, 1863 [Not in chronological order] 

Messrs. Duncan Sherman & Co., Bankers, New York 
Gentlemen: Your two letters of August llth & 28th have 
been received. I was absent on a journey when the first one 
came to Lowell. 

I ordered all the notes and other property in hands of the 
several banks in New Orleans sequestered by the Confed- 
erate States to be held by them to be delivered upon order of 
the Commanding General. 
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The money deposited by the Receivers of the Confederate 
States I sent to the Treasurer of the United States, and it is 
now deposited there for the benefit of those who may have 
claim to it. I think your notes will be found in Citizens’ 
Bank in New Orleans, as that was the bank wherein most of 
the business of the receivers was done. 

The returns of all the banks as to the property sequestered 
in their possession were left on the files of the Department of 
the Gulf when I was relieved of its Command. 

Respectfully Yours, Benj. F. Butlee 


From Colonel A. J. Butler to General Butler 

Vlth Augustj 1863 

Deae Beotheb: I have just learned (“for certaia”) that 
Mr. Lincoln has this day sent an agent to England with im- 
portant despatches for our Minister, of which Seward knows 
nothing. 

The agent is an acquaintance of mine, and he believes that 

the results from the trip will prove the downfall of Seward. 

There are important things being discussed in W. I wish you 

would start Sumner off it you can’t go yourself. 

Hadn’t you better, somehow, say to the country what you 

said to me, to use the negro to make peace as well as war. 

Somebody has got to take the lead in the settlement of this 

matter. . 

Andeew 

From Lewis D. Campbell 

Hamilton, Ohio, August iSrd , 1863 


Hon. Heney Wilson, Natick, Mass. 

Deae Sik: We are anxious to get General Butler into 
Ohio if we can. He would accomplish much with our democ- 
racy if he would come. 

Will you please forward the enclosed letter to him so that it 
will reach him soon. You may add a line, if you please, stating 
who I am. 

We shall beat Vallandingham — but we want to beat him 
terribly — so that all persons in Ohio may be warned for all 
time that traitors can expect no quarter here. In haste. 

Yours truly, Lewis D. Campbell 


Augmt SUt 

I find these letters on my return this evening from Maine. 
It would be of great value to the cause of the country if you 
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can go to Oliio. Our friends in Maine want you to make one 
or two speeches for them; if possible I wish you would do so. 

H. Wilson 


From Colonel T. B. Thorne to General Butler 

New Oeleatsts, Aug, Si5fhy 1863 

Dear Sir: The death of General Strong has filled nie with 
deep regret and sorrow. He was the last person I saw in New 
York when last in that city, or rather he was one of the last 
outside of my own family. He told me of his contemplated 
trip to Charleston, and expressed his gratification that if you 
took the field you were to have him again on your stafif, which 
afforded him great satisfaction. 

I have been looking with interest for the announcement of 
Parton’s book. I have no doubt it will be a valuable addi- 
tion to the history of the times. Your friends are moving in 
New York and elsewhere quietly but effectually to bring your 
name out for President, though the movement has not assumed 
a general character. I know enough of the parties supposed 
in it to appreciate their earnestness and power, and their 
wishes cannot be overlooked; in fact they form this very day 
that powerful middle or rather powerful minority that generally 
has to be consulted to make a lasting peace. However much 
in times past military glory may have carried popular favor, 
and however potential it still is, yet the public demand now 
something more than military — they have got too much of 
war and war men, and feel that a man is now needed who 
possesses administrative power, has a will of his own, and a 
clear idea how to use it. Such a man. General, I think they 
have in you, and my impression is that the public mind must 
in the multitude of aspirants finally settle down upon the true 
hero of New Orleans. I think this pens the warm feelings 
which are entertained for you among the laboring classes of 
people here, and among, in fact, the great mass of people. 

I see indeed many persons who were politically and person- 
ally opposed to you when you were here who would now rejoice 
to see you return. They feel the advantage of some decided 
mind. 

Whenever the active military operations of our armies cease, 
and our soldiers are only necessary for the purpose of holding 
places, then must come the most difficult part of our national 
difficulties, the final adjustment will be the test of our capacity 
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to recover a nation, and in this struggle, General, I trust you 
will take your true position, for it would be a curse to the 


country if you were by jealousy and enmity of people in power 
kept from your true position as a civil and military leader. 
In these sentiments I find I am most cordially sustained by 
all the young and active thinkers I met with last May and 
June in Washington and Norfolk. Please remember me to 
Mrs. Butler, Mrs. Parker, and believe me your obdt. servant 


and obliged friend, 


T. B. Thorpe 


From George F. Carman 

District Collector's Office, First Collection District 
of New York, Patchogue, Svffiolk Co., Aug. 9>7th, 1863 

Maj. Oenl. Benj. F. Butler 

General: I trust you will pardon the hberty I take in ad- 
dressing you when you discover the motive. 

Your patriotism and the noble service you have rendered the 
Nation have secured you the admiration and gratitude of 
every loyal heart throughout the country, and in no place 
have you more sincere admirers than among the loyal of 
Suffolk County. It is therefore but natural that we should 
feel jealous of your good name — But to the point — one 
Isaac Homan, a merchant of New Orleans, now in this place, 
openly charges that during your administration in that city 
he did “ship goods to the Rebels with your consent, paying 
you one-half of the profits.” I am fully aware that you can- 
not afford to kick at every cur that barks at you, still this is 
an open and direct charge which may be traced to its source 
without diflSiculty. We feel it our duty to notify you in order 
that you may assist your friends in defending you from such 

attacks. Yours respectfully, George P. Carman 

Answer. Isaac Homan is a liar, and the truth is not in him if 
he asserts that he or anyone else ever paid me any sum what- 
ever for the privilege of shipping goods anywhere. The only 
sum ever paid to my knowledge to any person for a permit for 
the shipment of goods was a clerk’s fee of two dollars for a 
pass. The sum was exacted of everybody, whether he had 
goods with him or went alone, to cover the expenses of the 
Provost Marshal’s office, where we had to employ 5 or 6 clerks 
for the use of those persons wishing to do business and to travel. 
This expense ought not to be a tax on the United States, 
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and tlierefore the excise of two dollars was levied every 
dollar of which has been accounted for to the Government. 

Since I have returned to the north, I have learned that there 
have been such cases as these. A dishonest consignee, wishing 
to steal the money of the New York merchant who consigned 
lim goods, would enter in his accounts a sum say 3 or $5000 
as paid to me for a permit, and when called upon for a voucher 
would say that of course I never gave vouchers for such wrong, 
and so he would pocket the same. 

I suppose Isaac Homan was one of those, or else he is one 
of those circumcised rascals who have brought so much trouble 
on the South as well as the north, like Benjamin and others. 

Permit me to thank you for the interest and friendship 
which has prompted your interference to protect me from 
calumny. I cannot protect myself, no man ever could. Pre- 
cisely the same charges were made against General Jackson in 
New Orleans, and a German Jew & Vincent Nolt published a 
book in which the charge is made that the cotton bales were 
taken not for breastworks but for speculation. I was absent 
on a journey when your kind note was received. 

Yours truly, B, F. B. 

From Major Alexander Hamilton 

Head Quarters 1st Division National Guard, 

State of NS., New York, August 29, 1863 

Major Oenl. Butleb, U. 8. Army 

General: The glorious intelligence of the fall of Sumter 
& the probable speedy reduction of Charleston, leading the 
mind of the loyal public to turn to you as the regenerator of 
that pestiferous community — gratefully remembering the 
honor you conferred upon me early in the war by inviting me 
to join your military family, & having now I trust completed 
the arduous duty which has been confided to me as acting chief 
of Staff to Major General Sandford, I tender to you my feeble 
services in any capacity and with any rank it may be in your 
power to confer upon me. 

You know the hearts of my family & myself have ever been 
with you, as well as their voices, and their hands when oppor- 
tunity occurred, so that you will not, I hope, consider this 
obtrusive in one who only seeks to serve his country and do 
his duty. 

Should you require it I will enclose such testimonials as 
have been presented to me, & will respectfully refer you to 
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the newspapers and General Orders of these days so late of 
dishonor to New York, but from which she has now arisen. 

With my respects to Mrs. Butler & the members of your 
military family, I have. General, the honor to be, 

VeryResp. & faithfully yours, 
Alexandek Hamilton, 

Major & A.D.C. to Major Gen. Sandford 

From General Butler 

Mt deae Hamilton: As soon as I get a command it will 
give me great pleasure to have you with me. 

I will see to it that you are not neglected when I am not by 
the Government. 

From Captain George A. Kensel to General Butler 

Head-Quarters Twentieth Army Corps, Stevenson, Ala., Avg, SOth, 1863 

My dear General: The telegraph brings rumors to-day 
of the probabilities of your being assigned to command near 
Charleston, to straighten up and put in smooth running order 
that rebellious little piece of our country, and I write this to 
remind you that a small portion of the old staff is out here 
roughing it in the west, and waiting very anxiously for the 
trumpet to sound which will recall him to his old place near 
you: however I am, or whatever position I may attain, when- 
ever you wish my services you may command them, and I 
will fly to the execution of any order you may give; would to 
God we might all have met again in the same family circle 
as in time past, but our little number has been sadly stricken 
by the loss of poor Strong. He died as he wished to, I believe, 
the death of a true soldier, and his record, though brief, 
was such as to make even his country proud of him. Capt. 
Davis wrote me an account of the funeral, which must have 
been very impressive. Our old staff. General, seems to me to 
be a good deal like fishes out of water, flung up high and dry 
on the beach, and anxiously waiting and hoping that each 
coming wave will restore them to their native element; Turner 
at Charleston undoubtedly is looking for you; Shaffer ready 
at any moment to charter more ships to carry offending English- 
men from Charleston to their native shore; Davis and Clarke 
almost at your elbow; Bell also, and Kensel farthest off, 
though most anxious, all ready to put Charleston’s forts in 
shape, either to repel foreign invasion or domestic insurrec- 
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tion. But I will not trouble you farther, knowing the many 
letters you have to read daily. 

Make my kindest regards to Mrs. Butler and love to all 
the staff. When you feel so disposed I shall be delighted to 
hear from you. I remain very sincerely, My dear General, 

Yours to command. Geo. A. Kbnsel 


From General Butler 

Telegram. Lowell, Mass. Be ' pt . 1 st , 1863 

Hon. James C. Concklin, Spbingeteld, III. 

DESPAa?CH inviting me to Springfield received. Just returned 
from a journey. Should be glad to meet my brothers of the 
Northwest upon the momentous questions of the present 
future. 

Rebellious states exist only by the surprise or weakness of 
the parent government. Compromises are impossible^ save 
between equals in right. Reorganization or reconstruction is 
alone useful where various parts are to be left out. Amnesties 
are for individuals, not organized communities. 

Therefore, prosecute the war, bring every part of the country 
into submission to the laws of the United States, then there 
will be no place for rebellion, no parties for compromises, no 
occasion for reconstruction, and clemency may be shown and 
amnesty offered to individual citizens who deserve it. Is there 
any other way to restore the Union? 

Bbnj. F. Butler 


From Colonel J. W. Shaker to General Butler 

Naw York, Sept - ind , 1803 

Dear General: I arrived safely this morning and will 
start West to-morrow evening. I received a letter from my 
wife saying that her eyes were worse, and that she had con- 
cluded to come East and have something done with them. 
I will remain at home long enough to visit Springfield and 
Chicago, when I will return to New York with Mrs. Shaffer. 

I was this morning shown a private letter to Maj. Wagstaff, 
of the city, from Forney, saying that Mr. Lincoln intended 
issuing a Proclamation granting a General Amnesty to all 
Rebels (except certain leaders who would be exiled or pun- 
ished here) upon condition of their laying down their arms 
and returnmg to their allegiance, and that his Proclamation 
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of Emancipation must stand or fall as the Supreme Court of 
the United States may decide, etc. etc. 

The names of Forney and Wagstaff must be kept secret, as 
it would embarrass Wagstaff, he being at present on confi- 
dential terms with Forney. I wish you would get Wilkes’ 
Spirit for this week and read an article entitled “The New 
Democratic Party” — it strikes me as a good move. 

I think you had better accept the first good opportunity 
to open your batteries. Kind regards to Mrs. Butler and family. 

Truly Your Friend, 3. W. Shaffer 

From Franhlyn Taylor 

Bt Telegraph, Philadelphia^ September Otk, 1863 

Major General B. F. Btjtlee 

We have obtained written permission from the President. 
Please come at earliest possible moment. Answer. 

Feankltn Tatloe, Continental Hotel 
Answer. Please enclose the permission. Hope to be in Phila- 
delphia by Saturday night or Monday morning. 

B. P. Butler 

From Estwick Evans to General Butler 

Philadelphia, Sept VUh, 1863 

Dear Sir: I came here a few weeks since to "beard the 
lion” — the copperhead editors, “in his den.” Do me the 
favor to peruse it. Every sentiment of my heart and soul is 
for the country. 

'In my next number, Oct. 1st, if I can hold out, I shall an- 
nounce you for the Presidency, as the only thorough man in 
the country. 

Mr. Lincoln desires an end to slavery, but I think he would 
accept peace short of this, and this would be ruin to the 
country — Civil War in the North and West. I will see the 
country sunk before slavery, now, shall be retained. 

Very truly Yours, Estwick Evans 

From Estwick Evans to General Butler 

Philadelphia, Sept lUh, 1863 

Dear Sir: I wrote you on the 11th instant. I think, on 
reflection, that I will not announce your name until after the 
Pennsylvania election, early next month. 
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Whatever may be my personal partialities, etc., etc., for 
you, I shall bring you forward for your patriotism, talents, 
energy, and, more than all, for your thoroughness, a term I 
used in my last letter. I fear Mr. Lincoln, my next choice, 
would, with all his abolition proclivities, yield to the copper- 
heads and Southern intrigues. 

I pray you, sir, stand to your guns. You will. Like your- 
self, I was not an abolitionist, but now I am till all is blue.^ I 
trust you will adhere closely to your stand and standpoint 
without a fraction of variation. The salvation depends on 
your ground being carried out. 

As to the people of color— all by and by, I shall not be 
very particular. They shall be protected in all rights under 
the common law'— person, property, etc., and treated kindly 
and generously: not driven from the country, but advised to 
emigrate, and liberally encouraged to do so; but they must 
never have anything to do with the ballot box. With high 
consideration and every regard, Estwick Evans 


From Salmon P. Chase to General Butler 

Washington, Sept 18, 1863 


Mt dear General: This note will be handed you by Judge 
Howe, a democrat of the right sort, as well as a gentleman of 
best esteem. 

He will represent to you the wish entertained by our Ohio 
folks to hear from you, and will tell you how great good you 
may do by attending and addressing a mass meeting to be 
held at Dayton on the 1st of October. I have no doubt it 
will be a vast assemblage, and I earnestly hope you will go. 
You can do great good, besides affording great gratification 
to multitudes, who want to see the man who ruled at New 


Orleans. Go and fail not. 


Your friend, S. P. Chase 


From Lewis D. Campbell to General Butler 

Hamilton, 0., Sept 14, 1863 

Dear Sir: I write this to introduce to you Hon. Judge 
Howe, a war Democrat of this city and one of our most 
respected and influential citizens. He goes east to make an 
effort to have you attend a few of our mass meetings in Ohio, 
and especially one in this city (25 miles north of Cincinnati, 
in the heart of the Miami valley) on the 30th inst. He will 
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explain to you the importance of your complying with the 
request if possible. 

Our people are intensely excited, and regard the result of 
the pending election equal in importance to that of a battle 
between the Union and Rebel armies in the field. It is not 
to be concealed that Ohio is in some danger. The Vallandig- 
ham party are making super-human efforts which must be 
counteracted. 

I assure you that you could not do the coimtry a better 
service than to make a brief visit to Ohio, where you will find 
thousands and tens of thousands of your admirers to greet you. 

Very truly Your fr., Lewis D. Campbell 

From General Butler 

Washington, D.C. Sepi. 18, 1863 

The Hon. Secretary of War 

Application has been made to me by Hon. P. H. Morgan, 
of New Orleans, in behalf of the New Orleans and Bayou 
Mail Company, for a statement of the facts and circum- 
stance of the takmg and use by the U. S. forces in Louisiana 
of the steamers “Laurel Hill” and “Iberville” in May, 1862. 

When the U. S. Army arrived m New Orleans, May 1, 
1862, these steamers were found by me in charge of the naval 
forces. The boats were lying at the piers, one of them, the 
“Iberville,” not in repair. 

Transportation being of urgent necessity for the purpose 
of the expedition up the river to Vicksburg under command of 
General Williams, I called upon the Admiral commandiug to 
turn over these boats to me, to which he consented, and for 
which I gave him my receipt. I caused the boats to be put in 
repair, and they were used continually from about the middle 
of May, 1862, in the transportation service of the United 
States in the Quarter-Master’s Department, till the 16th day 
of December, 1862, when they were turned over to Col. Hola- 
bird. Chief Quarter-Master of the department under General 
Banks. 

The boats were very large, capable of transporting 1500 
men with their provisions for sixty days. 

The use of the boats was never paid for by my order, while 
in command. I was informed and believe the boats were saved 
from destruction by the rebels by the exertions of those having 
them in dinrge. p 3^^^, 


voxiA ni-— 8 
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From General John W. Turner to General Butler 

Mokkis Island, S.C., Sept . 18, 1863 

Deab Geneeal: It is with an intense satisfaction that I 
can say Fort Wagner is “ours.” You who can appreciate 
what it is to achieve an end, long struggled for, can feel with 
me. And more imperative did our obligations become not to 
weary in our efforts till we had rescued the spot where we had 
seen so many of our comrades fall. 

Our operations here present the anomaly of taking the bull 
by the horns because we are weak. ,We can burrow up to a 
place, which double our numbers would doubt over contending 
for in open field; and there also can be such a state of affairs 
as will render powerless a place of the enemy’s without possess- 
ing it, — such are we rendering Charleston, in fact is about 
so now. 

The possession of Cumming’s Point gives us a clean sweep 
of the whole harbor. All her wharves are now at the mercy 
of my guns. 

John Bull will find it of very little profit, after talcing the 
chances of the gaunt let of the fleet, of getting a 200 pound shell 
in the hull of his vessel while unloading his commodities at 
the wharf of Charleston. To hold Charleston would require 
20,000 men, while the Confederacy would feel her loss no more 
than she does to-day. Sumter is a picket post of the enemy, 
that is all that is left of her. The result of Rosecrans’ opera- 
tions will affect us greatly, and we have everything to hope 
in that direction from our latest accounts. 

Grant and Banks seem to be pondering over deep-laid 
schemes. I think them on the important arena of operations, 
and when I think of it, the greater does the injustice to you 
become in my opinion. 

It was of right your field, and I shall ever deem it unjust 
that you were not allowed to reap the reward. 

I hope Mrs. Butler is well; present my kind regards to her. 

We begin to take heart now that summer is over, a sniff 
of a cool breeze that we catch occasionally rejuvenates us at 
least ten years. I am. General, 

Very Sincerely, 

J. W. Turner 
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From James Parton to General Butler 

New Yoek, Sejif , ^ 7 , 1863 

My dear General: I have just seen H. G. He will gladly 
see you any day except Friday, Saturday, or Sunday, when he 
is either at his farm or at church. 

He says the best way is for you to dine together somewhere. 
He is a restaurant man, with no establishment, and cannot 
therefore ask you to his house for that purpose. But he will 
meet you at Delmonico’s, Maison Dor4e, or at your hotel, 
whichever you may prefer. Please let me know the day. 

I told him nothing of the object in view. And how you will 
manage to do it, I cannot conceive. The chastest virgin 
may have desires — may be tormented with desires, but she 
will not confess them even to herself. However, you know 
mankind, and will know how to shape your course. 

If I might express, I should say: 1. — Senator from New 
York. 2. — Secretary of the Interior. 3. — Governor of 
New York. Newspaper advantages, always. To beat the 
World and Times is, naturally, an untiring purpose with the 
editor of another paper. 

But H. G. is a naturally disinterested man. He is really 
generous, and would sacrifice himself for the cause. Still he 
is human, and has been most grossly treated by Seward. 

I should think it better for you to have him alone. I men- 
tion this because he seemed to take it for granted that I 
should be of the party. The dinner should be rather good, 
for he likes a good dinner. I think all men do who seldom 
have one. He drinks no wine. So no more at present from 

Yours very truly, Jas. Parton 

From General J. B. Kinsman to General Butler 

Willard’s Hotel , Washinoton, Sept . 28 th , 1863 

Dear General: A part of the delegation from (Mo.) 
arrived on Saturday, and the balance this morning, eighty in 
number, also the one from Kansas, headed by General Lane. 
Judge Carter went to the War Department with a few of them 
Saturday for a little preliminary talk, and says he feels posi- 
tive he shall win this tune. 

One of the committee, Mr. Silano, formerly of Massachu- 
setts, has just left me to go up stairs where the delegation is 
in session; he says they have but one thing to ask of the Presi- 
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dent, and if he grants it they shall be satisfied to go directly 
home, and that is for h i m to send you to them. 

The Judge does not seem to think Blair favors your going, 
but says the President and every one of the Secretaries shall 
come out this time, and he will know where they are. This is 
in the mornmg, and I will write you again this evening or to- 
morrow morning. j 3 3. 


From General J. B. Kinsman to General Butler 

Ten o’clock evening. Willard'’ s Hotel, Sept. 9>Sth, 1863 

The committee of nine, one from each Congressional Dis- 
trict, was selected this morning out of the delegation to draft 
an address to the President, and the Secretary took it down m 
shorthand and has just been reading it to me, in which they 
set forth their grievances, asking the President to remove 
Schofield and send you to St. Louis. The delegation has 
imanimously accepted it, and tomorrow they will send to the 
President to see when he will receive them. 

Stanton has informed the Judge that he desires it, and shall 
do all he can for it. Bates will strenuously oppose it, and I 
think it hard to tell how it will go; at any rate it will take two 
or three days before anything can be known with certainty. 

The delegation are terribly in earnest. I am glad you are 
not here. I think it is much better that you are in Massa- 
chusetts, as they are so rampant. 

I shall write you to-morrow, and the Judge says he shall 
put a note into my letter for you. He is very desirous that 
you go to Ohio and to Pittsburg. ^ 


From General J. B. Kinsman to General Butler 

Willard’s Hotel, Washington, Sept. SOth, 1863 

This morning at ten o’clock the delegation went to the 
President by appointment and presented this address which 
they had printed, making twelve pages (I will send you to- 
morrow). At first the President was repellant, but after a 
while he hesitated, and has taken their petition under con- 
sideration. The delegation are very hopeful, but from all I 
can learn Schofield was a pet of the President, and although 
he is a failure and he knows it, he is slow to give him up, and 
is as likely not to as he is to relieve him, and the delegation 
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are thoroughly in earnest and determined that he shall take 
some action in the matter. 

There are men here from other Western States, and they 
say that if he does make the change lU., Miss., Ind., and 
Iowa will be very seriously affected. 

Senator Sherman of Chicago and Judge Carter, I hear, 
just left; they both go to the President in the morning on this 
matter. Sherman has been sitting on a commission of inves- 
tigation in St. Louis for some time past, and is thoroughly 
aroused in the behalf. I am to see them to-morrow after they 
return. 

Carter has not written your note yet, as he intended. He 
and Sherman here desire that you shall make one of your 
speeches in Ohio. j 3^ ^ 


From Colonel H. Haupt ^ to General Butler 

Cambeidge, Oct. 1, 1863 

General: You have a very warm friend and admirer in 
Rev. R. McCurdy of Washington. He is a D.D. and LL.D., 
warmly interested in National affairs and influential in politi- 
cal circles, particularly in Kentucky and other border states. 
He regards you as the most available candidate for the Presi- 
dency, and is working to secmre the nomination. 

I have requested that a full set of photographs with de- 
scriptions be sent to you. I have no doubt they will prove 
interesting. 

I expect another free fight this winter with Gov. Andrew. 
His course in reference to me has been in violation of good 
faith, and is infamous. I expect to ask an investigation and 
show him up. 

The condition of my affairs in Mass, prevented me from 
accepting a commission unconditionally; the only condition 
I made was that whenever a suspension of active operations 
would permit I should be permitted to protect my property 
and defend my reputation in Mass. Stanton would agree 
to no conditions, and I would not accept without. I offered 
to serve in the management of the railroad as a civilian with- 

^ Chief of construction and transportation in the United States Military Rail* 
roads . . . from May 1862, to September 14, 1863, being promoted S^temb^ 6, 
1862, to the rank of brigadier-general of volunteers for services in operations against 
the enemy during the campaign of the Army of Virginia; but he declined the appoint^ 
ment. ‘^Officers of the Army and Navy who serv^ in the Civil War,*' p, 328, 
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out pay. Stanton, probably at the instance of Andrew who 
was with him at the time, tried to force me to accept a com- 
mission. I refused, some strong language was used, and I 
told the Secretary that if he was not satisfied that I should 
serve as a civilian he could reheve me altogether. I was 
relieved. 

The condition of military railroad affairs in the west is 
such that our operations cannot be successful,- the railroads 
can forward neither troops nor supplies. Confusion reigns 
supreme, and Stanton is responsible for the whole of it. Hal- 
leck urged him more than a year ago, and repeatedly, to give 
authority to remedy defects and correct abuses, but he would 
not do it. Inefficiency characterizes both the War and Navy 
Departments. As a civilian, I have a right to think and to 

say what I think. yours truly, H. Haupt 

From General Butler to Salmon P. Chase 

' Phivatb. Lowell, October ^th, 1863 

Deae Sib: Since I saw you I have been reflecting with 
some care upon the subject of the future of Louisiana. 

Its importance grows upon me. If that state, by a change 
of her Constitution, abolishing Slavery and forbidding the 
payment of the Confederate Debts of all kinds forever by 
the act of her own people, can ask readmission to the Union 
the first of any, the question which of all others is the most 
dangerous one now open will be settled forever. 

The President says “the Proclamation if valid will stand,” 
but if invalid in the opmion of the present Supreme Judges, 
what then? Its effect and purport must be embalmed in the 
Constitutional law of the several seceding States, and then 
the question will never come before that tribunal, or if it does, 
will never affect those who are freed by its utterances. 

If Louisiana shall first come into the Union in the manner 
I have described, all the rest will follow. If North Carolina 
asks first to come in, even with hands dripping with the blood 
of Union soldiers, although she may never have repented by 
a change of heart, or have done “works meet for repentance,” 
or even have said, “I have sinned against Heaven and in Thy 
sight,” she will be received, and the fatted calf killed, and thus 
the keynote furnished for all the rest. That Louisiana will 
come all in good time I doubt not, but early, prompt, energetic 
action is needed. In view of this most desirable end, I am 
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tempted to say to the President that if he desires this thing 
done, I will go to New Orleans with a view of bringing about 
such result. I point him to the representations sent under 
my administration there to the last Congress as an earnest 
of what may be done. ... I suppose that the President will 
be unwilling to take so decided a step in favor of the radical 
party in Missouri as to send me there even if he removes 
Schofield, and I desire always to disembarrass him as much as 
possible wherever I am concerned. This is the personal em- 
barrassment. If he should remove Schofield, and then, after 
the urgent request made for me, should appoint another 
without giving me anything else to do after my long idleness, 
such treatment would give color to the foolish reports that 
are in circulation that I am kept out of employment because 
of some supposed rivalry for the succession, and that would 
be most annoying and unjust to him; or give evidence to 
another report that I am not employed because of some 
supposed personal dereliction of duty, which would be equally 
unjust to me. This of course would leave me but one remedy, 
and that would be to tender my Commission to the Presi- 
dent, thereafterwards be at liberty to act in self-vindication, 
but I usually decline to take the defensive. In consenting to 
go to New Orleans I swallow pride and feeling to a great degree 
for the sake of the country and its cause, and for the purpose 
of not being in any way in opposition to the administration, 
which has enough load without even the feather weight of 
mine. 

I will not close this note, which I have marked confidential, 
without calling your attention to the remark you made to me 
that the Currency could not stand six months more of the 
present expenditures. For mercy sake do not say so again, 
for such is the confidence of the country and its business men 
in your knowledge of workings of finances and the state of 
monetary affairs, that the very knowledge of your thought 
would bring its own verification. Upon you rests the expec- 
tation of the Nation in its financial affairs, and I have no doubt 
that the utterance of the thought you gave me made on 
“Change” would cause a loss of confidence in the public stocks. 

Excuse this epistle in its length and suggestions. Prom 

Most truly Your Jriend, 

Benj. F. Buteeb 
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From Salmon P. Chase to General Butler 

On the Cars, October 9tk, 1863 

Dear General: I take a moment in the cars just to say 
to you that I saw the President today and talked about you. 
He seemed, and I doubt not is, entirely kind; and I think it 
very probable that you will go to New Orleans, if to go is 
agreeable to you. He suggested only two difficulties, possible 
conflict of authority with Gen. Banks, and the hostility of a 
certain part of the so-called xmion population. My impression 
is that Hahn, one of the members of the late Congress, is not 
favorable to your return. Flanders, the other member will 
probably be m Washington soon. He will be favorable. 

Your friend, (Salmon P. Chase) 

I much desired that you should go to St. Louis in fault of 
something better for you and the country; but the President 
will not remove Schofield. 


From J. K. Herbert to General Butler 

City Hotel. New Okueans, Oct. 14, 1863 

Dear Sir: We made the trip out in ten days — could 
scarcely have had a more pleasant voyage. 

The Texas Ex. is at some point about 20 miles from New 
Iberia, called Vermillion bayou. It is not moving. Col. 
Holabird just now told me they were going to send some men 
by water to cooperate with the force already gone, and that 
they would be landed this side of Galveston some place — 
possibly at Sabine Pass again, as he took pains to say emphat- 
ically that they had “positive information that it is still fea- 
sible.” The transports are taking on coal & water for ten 
days. 

I am not changed in any opinion I entertained in New 
York as to the time when the enterprize will succeed. 

No frank man that I have met has any confidence in it. 
Many expect the whole force out there will have to return. 
The force is estimated variously from 20-40 thousand — 
probably 20 to 25 thousand, I think. 

The Rebels have about as many, it is said, and are en- 
trenched (?) fifteen miles from our front. If so, then I predict 
another Port Hudson. 

Banks was out there, and returned the night we landed — 
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Monday. Gen. H. has seen him — he talks confidently & 
cheerfully. I have not spoken with him yet myself. 

I shall seek him tomorrow — and get what I can out of him. 

I have the Tribune on my shoulders, after the fashion of 
the letter, a copy of which I enclose, and which I will have 
covertly reach Banks’ ear. 

Oct lUh [Not in chronological order] 

I WAS interrupted here. I saw Banks yesterday morning. 
He came into his parlor — we shook hands — I said, “I hope 
you are very well. General.” He made no reply, but looked 
so stiff I thought I would apologize a little for being there. I 
said, “I have no specific business. General, I only called to 
pay you my respects.” He still said nothing. I then said, 
“Well, I guess we will get to Texas this time without fail.” 
He then said, “Had you nothing to say to me?” in a very 
cold, forbidding manner, and I, with an emphasis that could 
not be mistaken said instantly, “No, sir.” He understood by 
my reply that I knew he meant to insult me, & that I didn’t 

care a . He walked out of the room at once without 

saying a word, not even “good morning.” 

This is a faithful, literal report of our interview. From the 
intimacy of last winter between B. and myself it was not only 
quite proper but necessary civility for me to call on him at 
his house in the manner I did. 

No one knows of it here except Major Plumly, whom Banks 
asked in my hearing to come into the parlor with him. I shall 
pay no attention to it, mention it to nobody — unless I hear 
of it from Plumly or Banks. 

Banks, I am satisfied, will never conquer Texas. He may 
manufacture another Port Hudson, and glorify himself for 
taking it, but he will postpone the taking of it until some time 
next May. 

If it be 'possible, come down here yourself, if not send Hooker, 
or a better man if you know him. 

Banks is issuing rations to bet. 60,000 & 70,000 men to-day. 
About 5,000 of those, I am told by oJBScers are Banks men — 
the balance Butler men. An officer told me yesterday that 
if you were to ride along the 19th Army Corps they would 
“nearly go beside themselves.” 

There is a general quarrel here — Bowen (P. M. Gen.) is 
north representing one party — Ex. M. C. Flanders represent- 
ing another — I have not got into the merits of the row yet. 

Gen. H. is going to make a speech to-morrow night in the city 
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He thinks of remaining here a month now, and we take 
quarters here to-day, I suppose in some unoccupied house. 

I do not see much use of being here unless we can have a 
change of commanders, — hence, if you go to Missouri and 
Kansas, I think I shall want you to send for me. I have told 
you that I want to make some money, in a legitimate way, of 
course, but I want to make some. If I could come out there 
and rove a little amongst the Northwestern politicians I think 
I could make myself serviceable. But you know best. 

If there is a chance of getting Texas occupied before a nomi- 
nating convention is called, why then this is my field of course. 
But that cannot, or at least I am confident will not be under 
Banks. 

A Brig. Gen. said to me yesterday, “Banks will never con- 
quer anything — if he does go to Texas he will only occupy 
some point & then crow about it — why he has had fifty or 
sixty thousand men in La., and given up all but 10 or 12 
Parishes that Butler had conquered, so that not more than 
that amount of territory is to-day occupied in the state. If 
the Gen. Govt, could only know the kind of machine B. is, 
they would be infamous not to remove him immediately. 
He has no idea here except one — that is who shall be nomi- 
nated for the Presidency in ’64. He tells nobody, not even 
his Generals, what his plans are, because when he fails to exe- 
cute them he wants no one to know it so that he may publish 
flaming Bulletins that “the object of the En. has been fully 
accomplished,” and in the same strain much farther the same 
Gen. proceeded. 

You know him well — he was here when you were here, & 
has recently been North. 

If you will write me to New Orleans, care of Gen. Hamilton, 
I will get it without fail & be obliged. I shall be on the qui vive. 

Faithfully yours, J. K. Heebbet 

From General Butler 

Lowell, Oetoler 15th, 1863 

Capt. John De Pass, S8S Canal Street, N. Y. 

Captain: I have received your communication about Sam 
Smith. I quite agree with you he ought not to be trusted at 
all. A rascal in peaceable times, a rebel in these times, he will 
play false to the government where ever employed. He should 
never have been suffered to get out of prison. 

Yours Truly, B. F. B. 
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From General Butler 

Lowell, Mass., October \^ th , 1863 

Eon. E. M. Stanton, Seo’y of War 

Dear Sib: Lieut. Col. Henry Finnegan has been known to 
me many years. No man’s reputation for courage and energy 
stood higher than his before the war, and it had been tested. 

At New Orleans he behaved with the most determined 
bravery in making the arrest of a most noted ruffian, “Red 
Bill,” who, charged with seven murders, had hid himself in 
a swamp, where Finnegan went after him alone. For his 
bravery, fidelity, and good conduct I promoted liim to a 
Lieut. Colonelcy of a colored regiment. 

He had been dismissed from that command without trial, 
without a hearing, without a Court, without right, as I believe. 
I would trust my life to his courage sooner than to any man I 
know. 

Pray give him a hearing, and I will answer for it he will 
show the same courage that he did at Bull Run, at Biloxi, at 
Pontchatoula under General Strong, who speaks of Finnegan 
in the highest terms in his official report. 

Most respectfully. Your obedient Servant, 

Benj. F. Butler 


From General Butler 

Lowell, Mass., October 21, 1863 

Hon. S. P. Chase, Sec’y of Treasury, Washington, D.C. 

Mt dear Sib: Your note written in the cars of the date of 
October 9th, given to Mr. Camp, was mailed the ISth, and 
being missent reached me yesterday. 

I am grateful for the interest you take in my affairs. As 
you do not mention that you received it, I presume at the date 
of writing you had not mine of October 6th. In that I 
explained at some length my views about affairs in Louisiana, 
and as it is to be hoped that the epistle has before this reached 
you, I will not trouble you with an iteration of the matter 
therein explained. 

I am much obliged for the President’s kind remembrance of 
me. He has always treated me with distinguished kindness, 
but I am still unemployed. The objections to sending me to 
New Orleans that he makes are untenable, I believe. 

If he gives Banks the state of Texas for a Department I 
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certainly cannot interfere with him. Banks can have Sabine 
Pass for a depot of supplies, or Galveston, or Brownsville, or 
Corpus Christi, or Matergarda. I can assure the President 
that Banks will never be in my way if he has started on his 
Texas Expedition overland. 

Geographical Military Departments were devised by Presi- 
dent Adams the younger to keep Scott and Gaines from 
quarrelling, and as the device succeeded in keeping those 
belligerents apart, there need be no fear that Banks and I 
shall quarrel. 

Indeed, there has not been such active and hearty coopera- 
tion in this war so far by different Department Commanders 
as to lead to the inference that Commanders of different 
Departments are likely to interfere with each other much. 
Witness: Patterson and McDowell; Wool and McClellan; 
Pope and Fremont; Hooker and Dix; Grant and Banks; 
Burnside and Rosecrans; Halleck and Butler at Vicksburg, 
et id omne genus. Only make two Departments, and we shall 
be as separate as two tigers in two cages. 

As to the other objection, the so-called Union men will 
object to me, I answer that every true Union man will welcome 
me. Even Doctor Cottman is ready now to call for me, at 
least he says so. 

To show you that Mr. Hahn is all things to all men, and 
would gladly welcome the powers that be, I enclose to you an 
extract from a private letter to me by a friend who did as much 
for Mr. Hahn’s election as anybody, containing a report of a 
conversation had by him with Mx. Hahn. The remarks spoken 
of were in Mr. Hahn’s New York speech. 

Do you not think that Gov. Shepley, my life-long friend, 
would cooperate with me quite as well as with General Banks. 

But if, as the President states, Banks was originally designed 
for Texas — why not let him go there? I am no beggar for 
place, and specially as against Genl. Banks, who has never 
yet done anything, which depended upon himself, but dis- 
aster. Witness, Shenandoah Valley; Cheat Mountain (See 
Pope’s Despatch); march to Alexandria (let the poor Union 
men given up to destruction by the abandonment of the county, 
and the captured convalescents of Brasier City, with $2,000,000 
of stores and guns, testify) ; two useless and murderous assaults 
on Fort Hudson, surrendering the day after the news of the 
surrender of Vicksburg reached that beleaguered post, and a 
loss in the seige of ten thousand men; Sabine Pass; and last 
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and not least tlie utter failure in recruiting the negro, where 
with a naillion dollars’ expense and nine months’ time, and the 
full power of the Government, he has not as many men enlisted 
by himself as he found enlisted when he went to the Depart- 
ment in four months’ time, without a dollar’s expense to the 
country, unauthorized by the Government, and only sanc- 
tioned in November after it was all done. But something 
too much of this. 

If Grant goes into Rosecrans’ Department, as is rumored, 
who will take charge of Mississippi River and keep it open.^ 
I had begun when I was removed upon a scheme for that pur- 
pose, founded on the early French and Spanish es^ierience 
against the Indians, which will sometime have to be carried 
out by somebody. I should like to explain this matter to the 
President, but am ashamed to come to Washington any more 
without his desire. There is another matter of vital interest 
to the country, about which I have a scheme, but much too 
long to write. The proclamation for 300,000 will bring no 
men by volunteering. We shall be obhged to resort to the 
draft, and that must be jiopularised. That, too, may be done, 
and without any resort to Congress. Now, I have determined 
to offer no more advice where it is not asked or desired. Would 
you? I call yoii to witness that the movement of half of 
Grant’s Army to the Potomac, of which I spoke to you at 
Washington in July, as I advised, would have been wise. Has 
not the event shown? What has that Grand Army done 
since? What could it do in the heat of the summer? But I 
fear you will think this letter is now too long to be read. 

Most truly Your friend, Benj. F. Btttlee 


From J. K. Herbert 

SS Dauphine St, N. Orleans, La., 23 Oct., 1863 

Maj. Gen. B. F. Butlee, Lowell, Mass. 

Deae Sie: We are now setting our faces toward Texas. 
A large force is already embarked for the Texas coast. Banks 
is going himself, I believe. Nothing very positive can be 
stated now — things are in a formative state. Next mail I 
will write at greater length. 

The mail is already closed, but I must try to get half a dozen 
letters in. I met Gen. B. at a select dinner party at the house 
of Mr. Durant yesterday. At his entrance I was caught — 
Judge Whitaker & I were standing together — B. shook hands 
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with the Jud. & then reached to me ~ I could not cut him 
there & so took his hand — but on leaving I did my best bow 
to each lady in the parlor — shook Mrs. D’s hand — &then 
shook hds. with each gentleman in the room — shook them 
all around B,, and quit with Mr. D. at his side, & turned my 
back on him without speaking to him. Whether anybody else 
noticed it or not I do not know, but B. certainly did. 

Gen. H., Gen. B., & myself were the only mil. gentlemen 
there. I was glad that I reed, more than my share of atten- 
tion, & observed that whenever I caught B’s face he was 
staring at me. 

I hope Gen. H. will get a letter from you soon cheering him 
up and reminding him of our schemes. He is not going with 
the force at present. He has become convinced that it is best 
to keep out until it is made a certainty that a foothold is 
obtained. 

Banks is very confident. He is, through my Plumly man- 
oeuver that I think I explained to you, almost completely in 
the hands of the Texans, they think for the present. My faith 
is not so strong. He is extremely anxious to save his bacon, 
and he has learned the only salt for him — success. I have 
never seen him so active. 

Gen. H. is very much pleased. Banks got some very 
severe, sarcastic cuts at dinner yesterday from Durant, Whit- 
aker, Judge Howell, & others. I chuckled inwardly, & said 
good inaudibly. 

If you can have Col. Davis, of the 1st Texas Cav., made a 
Brig. Gen. you will serve a worthy man — a good, strong friend 
of yours — and a brave soldier. He is now acting Brig. His 
promotion would be an offense to certain prominent individ- 
uals here, as it would be deserving. Set Carter to work. 

I must go on board with my letters — it is 11 p.m. — boat 
sails 8 A.M. — been so busy last night & to-day that I could 
not write more. 

We have good news from Pa., Ohio, Ind., & Iowa. Only 
reed, it to-night. Let us hear from you please. Write to 
N. 0. & it will find us. 

Yowr most obt. servt., J. K. Herbert 
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From General Butler 

Lowell, Mass., Octoler 9Zd, 1863 

Captain Thoenton, Gen. Sheplet’s Staff, 

New Oeleans, La. 

My deae Captain: I send you herewitii a copy of some 
correspondence had between me and General Jeff Thompson 
and the War Department. 

In your absence I have endeavored to do all I might to make 
good what I know you feel as an honorary obhgation to General 
Thompson. 

You need not thank me for so doing, because it is only 
what you would do for me in like case. 

My love to General Shepley, and say to him as he knows I 
never write unless I have something to say, that I shall have 
something to say to him in a few days. 

Very truly, Bbnj. F, Betlee 


Enclosures referred to in Foregoing Letter 

Depot of Prisoners, Johnson’s Island, near Sandtokt, Ohio, September iBth, 1863. 

[Not in chronological order] 


Major General Bbnj. F. Butlee, U.S.A., 

Washington, D.C. 

Geneeal: About this time last year the fortunes of war 
placed in my hands a Captain Thornton of your command, 
wounded and a prisoner of war. You will remember that I 
sent Capt. Thornton, on parole, back to New Orleans in your 
yacht. 

I promised Capt. Thornton that if I was ever captured I 
would notify him of my whereabouts, that he might return 
the favors which he thought I extended to him. I do not 
think that Capt. Thornton is under any obligations to me, 
as I simply acted towards him as I have to all gentlemen who 
have been so unfortunate as to be captured by me, but in con- 
formity with my promise I would like to let him know that 
I am here, and as I do not know his address, and understand- 
ing at the time that he was a personal friend of yours, I hope 
it will not be presuming to request you to forward him this 
letter, let me know his address, or otherwise let him know 
that I am at this prison, as may be convenient or agreeable to 


yourself. 


Yours Most Respectfully, 

M. Jbee Thompson, Brig. Gen. M.8.G. 
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Lowell, Mass., October 6tk, 1863 [Not in chronological order] 

To the Officer Commanding Depot of Prisoners at 
Johnson’s Island, near Sanduskt, Ohio 

Sir: Enclosed please find an inserted note to General M. 
Jeff Thompson, now, as I am mformed, a prisoner under your 
charge. If not inconsistent with the regulation of your depot 
please deliver it. You will read it if agreeable to you, and will 
learn therefrom that Gen. Thompson showed great kindness 
to wounded officers and soldiers that fell into his hands, and 
I beg leave to speak for him aU the indulgence and liberty 
which can be shown him consistent with your discipline. 

Please inform me if Gen. Thompson is destitute, so that he 
cannot supply himself with any little comforts that would 
alleviate and accord with his situation. 

Most Truly Yours, B. F. B. 

Lowell, October, 1863 [Not in chronological order] 

Brig. Gen. M. Jeff Thompson 

General: Your note addressed to me received to-day. 
I will forward it to Capt. Thornton, now on Brig. General 
Shepley’s staff at New Orleans, as you request. 

I retain a lively sense of the courtesy and urbanity with 
which you conducted operations when in command opposed 
to me in Louisiana, and desire again as before to thank you 
for your kindness to Capt. Thornton in sending him home 
wounded, by which kindness I have no doubt his life was 
saved. 

Although an outlaw by the proclamation of those whom you 
serve, for acts which no one knows more surely than yourself 
were untruly reported and unjustly construed, I will endeavor 
to have your imprisonment lightened or commuted if possible. 

I have therefore taken the liberty to forward a copy of 
your communication to the war department, with a note of 
which the enclosed shows the contents. 

Sympathizing with you that the fortune of war has made 
you a prisoner, yet you will pardon me when I add that I am 
glad that the enemies of my country are deprived of the ser- 
vices of so effective an officer. 

Respectfully, Your Ohdt. Servant, B. F. B. 
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Lowell, October 6tk, 1863, [Not in chronological order] 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War 

Sib: I have the honor to enclose to you a copy of a note 
received from Brig. General M. Jeff Thompson, whom I knew 
in command of the forces immediately opposed to me at Pon- 
chatoula, on the northern side of Lake Ponchartrain, when I 
was in command in the Department of the Gulf. The origi- 
nal I have sent as requested to Capt. Thornton, of Brig. Gen- 
eral Geo. F. Shepley’s staff. 

Captain Thornton, a most valuable soldier and efficient 
officer, was grievously wounded with at least seven bullet 
holes through his clothes and various parts of his body in the 
attack on Ponchatoula m September of last year, under the 
command of the late lamented Maj. Gen. Strong, then of my 
staff. Captain Thornton was left ia the hands of the enemy, 
and received of General Thompson every care and kindness, 
and at my request was sent to New Orleans upon his parole. 
This courteous consideration on the part of General Thompson 
I have no doubt enabled us, with the blessing of Heaven, to 
save Captain Thornton’s valuable life. Gen. Thompson is 
now a prisoner at Johnson’s Island, near Sandusky, Ohio. 
If not inconsistent with public service, I most earnestly ask 
that Gen. Thompson may be released upon his parole. While 
I can testify to the uniform urbanity and courtesy with which 
all the operations of General Thompson were conducted, I 
am most decidedly of the opinion that the kindness which he 
showed to Capt. Thornton alone should entitle him to every 
possible consideration. 

That kindness was not alone given to the officers, but the 
wounded men spoke of his treatment with the utmost grati- 
tude. I found him a troublesome enemy enough, but his 
humanity, which was in contrast with the conduct of Gen. 
Taylor, leads me to ask this favor for him at the hands of the 
Government. 

As I am not much in the habit of asking leniency for rebels, 
I trust the War Department will take it as a guaranty that 
this is a proper case for the extension of every indulgence. I 

Most respectfully. Your Ohdt. Servant, 

Benj. F. Butlee, Maj. Gen. 


voi. HI — 9 
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Depot of Prisoners of War, Johnson’s Is., near Sanduskt, Ohio, 
October Hth, 1863 [Not in clironological order] 

Major General Benj. F. Butler, U.S.V., Lowell, Mass. 

General: Your kind letter of the 6th inst. was received on 
the 10th, but a violent headache has prevented me from 
answering it until now. I am very much obliged to you for 
the interest you take in my welfare, and thank you for your 
unsolicited and flattering application to the TJ. S. War Depart- 
ment in my behalf, and I am also grateful for the complimen- 
tary manner in which you speak of my conduct as an officer. 

Should the U. S. War Department proffer to “parole” me, 
I will cheerfully accept it, not so much for the restricted liberty , 
that it will give, as for the purpose of showing to the people 
of both Governments that the stories that have been told 
about my being a Guerilla, etc., are false, and that with all 
the eccentricities and peculiarities that have been imputed 
to me, I have not forgotten to be a gentleman; and also that 
Capt. Thornton and various other officers, who are under 
the impression that they are under obligations to me for 
similar favors, may feel that their Government has shown a 
disposition to reciprocate for them. 

You say that “no one more surely than myself” knows that 
“the acts” for which my Government blamed you “were 
untruly reported, and unjustly construed.” What your inten- 
tions were, when you issued the “order” which brought so 
much censure upon yourself, I of course cannot tell, but I 
can testify, and do with pleasure, that nearly all of the many 
persons who passed through my lines, to and from New Orleans 
during the months of August and September 1863, spoke 
favorably of the treatment they had received from you, and 
with all my enquiries, which were constant, I did not hear of 
one single instance of a lady being insulted by your command. 

Thanking you again for your kindness and compliments, 
and hoping that your Government will soon conclude to "let 
us alone,” I am 

Most Respectfully, 

Your Obdt. Servant, 

M. Jeff Thompson, 

Brig. Genl M.S.O. 
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Bead Quarters Eoffman Battalion, DepA Prisoners of War, near Sandusky, Ohio, 

Oct., 1863 p^ot in clironological order] 

Major General Benj. F. Butlee, Lowell, Mass. 

Genekal: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter with enclosures to Gen. Thompson, and to inform 
you that I delivered the same to him. 

With this, you will receive the reply of Gen. Thompson. 

I will further state, that I endeavored to find out his neces- 
sities, as delicately as I could. 

He stated that his wants here were supplied by our Govern- 
ment satisfactorily — so he did not suffer, that Missouri was 
in such a condition that he did not like to call on friends there, 
as they were Union men, and it might place them under sus- 
picion of their neighbors. He also said that in case he should 
be paroled, he hardly knew what means of support he could 
obtain, except from some persons of unquestioned loyalty. 

I have no doubt myself but a small amount of money would 
be a great favor to him, even though he will not say so. 

Very respectfully, Your ohdt. Servant, 

W. S. PiEESON, Lt Col. Com. Roffman Battalion. 

From General Butler 

LowMi, Mass., Oelober iSrd, 1863 

Lieut. Col. W. S. PiEKSON, Commanding Depot of Prisoners of 
War, Sanptjskt, Ohio 

Mt dear Sir: Thanks for your promptness in delivering 
my note to Gen’l Thompson, and your answers to my enquiries. 

Please find enclosed fifty dollars which you will hand to 
General Thompson. 

He need not know from whence it comes unless he should, 
as you hint, think that it may compromise the reputation for 
loyalty of some of his Union friends for him to receive it. In 
that case, or upon your own judgment, tell him to take it 
freely, as I have no fear of any question of my loyalty or 
motives. 

If General Thompson has any scruples, tell him to take it 
as a loan to be paid either to me or to the Union soldier who 
may have the misfortune to be in his hands hereafter and in 
need. We will fight all the better for it on both sides if we ever 

Yours truly, Benj. F. Butler 
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From Lieutenant Colonel Pierson 

Head Quarters Hoffman Battalion, Depot Prisoners of War, near Sandusky, Ohio, 

Oct ^Sth, 1863 [Not in chronological order] 

Major Gen. B. F. Btttlee, Lowell, Mass. 

General: You will find herewith note from M. Jeff Thomp- 
son. I will tell him some day who sent it. 

Yours Respectfully, 

W. F. Pierson, Lt. Col. Holman Battalion 


From General Jeff Thompson 

Depot of Prisoners, Johnson’s Island, Ohio, OgL 9>7th, 1863 

[Not in chronological order] 


Lt. Col. W. F. Pierson, U.S.A., Commandant 

Colonel: Your note of yesterday, informing me that an un- 
known friend had left with you Fifty Dollars for my use, was 
received a few moments ago. You will please convey to this 
dnd friend my sincere thanks, and assure him that no human 
Deing shall ever need help long if I have it in my power to 
issist him, and certamly no brave soldier, though he may be 
uy country’s enemy, shall ever want where I shall be in com- 
nand, or have the ability to provide for him. I have been 
md will continue fighting in this War from a sense of sacred 
iuty to my native South, but I cannot and will not believe 
:hat such duty calls for actions unbecoming a gentleman, 
md will continue exercising the kindness which I have here- 
;ofore extended to all of the enemy who have fallen into my 
lands, the more readily now that I have seen the return of 
‘the bread that I have cast upon the waters.” 

I will not fail to enquire who my kind friend is, that I may 
et whatever unfortunate prisoner I may assist know whose 


‘bread” he is eating. 


Yours Most Respectfully, 


M. Jeep Thompson, Brig. Genl., M.S.G. 


From General Butler 

Lowbu., Mass., Ootolifr iSd, 1863 

?homas L. Rtan, Carltle, III. 

My dear Ryan: I got your note of inquiry about our late 
riend. Major Genl. Strong, this morning. 

In this bereavement, which sinks all distinction.s of rank, I 
lingle my grief with yours over the loss of our friend. You 
irget him as your commanding officer, but remember him as 
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the true friend, always land, always just. I do not thinV of 
the subordinate, but the alnaost brother to me. It is too true. 
General Strong, chafing under the enforced idleness which his 
position on my staff called for, volunteered to go to the Depart- 
ment of the South with Genl. Gilmore, and there led the assault 
upon Fort Wagener of the 18th of July, was wounded in the 
thigh by a piece of a shell, was brought to New York, and died 
from lockjaw from his wounds on the 30th of July. On that 
day a Commission as Major General was issued to him by the 
President. I attended his funeral on the first of August. So 
passed away our friend, leaving us the bright record of his 
virtues untarnished by a single sin. 

Your grief for him, Ryan, is as touching and sincere as I 
know your relations were kindly and pleasant. 

Yours truly, Benj. F. Butler 


From J. K. Herbert 

S 3 Dauphine St , New Oeleans, 29 Oct ., 1863 

Major Gen. B. F. Butler, Lowell, Mass. 

Dear Sir: Nothing of any importance to communicate, 
but a mail goes to-morrow, and I send a word. The Texas 
Ex. is “three days gone” — Banks is along, & Holabird, 
with McClure in H’s. office — it is ten or twelve thousand 
strong — and will most likely be heard from by Sunday or 
Monday. 

Gen. H’s. nose begins to bloom a little again, but I do not 
see him drink. I am sorely afraid he is seduced by the fair 
words of Banks and Plumly. 

I can get no favors out of Banks or his household, I think. 
I have an arrangement with King & Pennock of Pittsburg that 
I think you know of. 

The order, a copy of which I send you, is published and 
violated for friends, and used as a snubbing machine for those 
who are not favorites. 

I wish you would enclose the enclosed copy of the order to 
Judge Carter, and ask him to get a proper permit from Stanton, 
or the proper officer in Washington, for King & Pennock and 
their representatives to travel between New Orleans and any 
part of the Texas coast on Govt, transports, and carry on a 
legitimate trade under the Treas. Dept’s. restrictions. 

I would like exceedingly to ride over the Dept, here that 
way, and it seems they expect it to be done. Unless I can 
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get back to first principles so, I am going to be dished in a 
fine enterprise. 

I also wish you would ask your brother to drop Plumly a 
line directing him to serve me in any way he can. 

He says, now, he will, but I know he does not mean to 
do it. 

Stanton, I think, knows King & Pennock, and furnished 
them facilities with Grant last winter. Let the pass, if it is 
obtained, be sent to me here. They will be here soon, I think. 
Stanton better not know that I have anything to do with it. 

We don’t get but one paper here each mail — that of the 
day the steamer sails. What is the news? How goes the sly 
war? I see the Herald is for Blair for Speaker & for Lincoln 
for re-election. 

I hope everything is running lovely. Has anybody made 
anything out of the Kansas-Missouri Com.? Hahn, here, is 
running some private machine for Lincoln, he told me; but 
he did not tell me just what. It is in reference to reorganizing 
the state. A few days will develop it, he said. I send you a 
paper containing a proclamation for an election that waked 
the snakes terribly here the other day. You will under- 
stand it. 

My regards to Col. Kinsman. Tell him I want him to copy 
his diary and send me the copy. I am 

Faithfully yours, J. K. Herbert 

From General M. Jeff Thompson 

Johnson’s Island, near Sandusky, Ohio, October 1863 

Major General Benjamin B. Butler, U.S.V., 

Lowell, Mass. 

General: I sent to my sister your letter to me and several 
others that I thought would be interesting to her, and I find 
that, for the gratification of my personal friends, she has let 
them be published in the St. Joseph, Mo. newspapers, and 
that they have been copied into the New York Herald and 
other papers of general circulation. 

I assure you this publication was made without my knowl- 
edge or consent, and I hope you will pardon those who have 
inadvertently given publicity to our private correspondence! 
at the same time, I will not deny that I feel pleased that your 
flattering opinion of me has been made public, as your request 
of the War Department was not granted, whereby it would 
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have been made public, for I feel proud of your complimentary 
remarks on my official conduct. I remain, 

Most Respectfully, Your Obdt. Servant, 

M. Jeff Thompson, Brig. Genl. M.S.G. 

From the Secretary of War 

Br Telegraph from Washington (Nov, 2), 1863. 10 a.m. 

To Maj. Gen. Butler 

You have been assigned to command at Fort Monroe. 
The Secretary of War directs you to repair there immediately. 
Acknowledge receipt. j, ^ 

Lowell, November 1863 

Telegrams 

CoOE. D. Townsend, Asst. Adjt. Genl. 

Telegram announcing Assignment to Fortress Monroe 
received. 

Gilman Jones, Suncook, N.H. 

Come at once to start on duty. 


Capt. R. S. Davis, Boston, Mass. 

Notify Bell, Kinsman, Lieut. Clarke, to be ready to leave 

B. F. Btob. 

Lowell, November ind, 1863 

Capt. A. F. Puffer, A.D.C., New York 
Be ready to leave for duty. Shall be in New York Thursday. 

B. F. Butler. 

Lowell, November %nd^ 1863 

Col. J. W. Shaffer, Freeport, III. 

Am ordered to Fortress Monroe. Meet me in New York 

B. F. Botme 


B. F. Butler 

Lowell, Novbr. ^nd, 1863 

B. F. Butler 

Lowell, Novmhr, %nd, 1863 
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From S. C. Pomeroy ^ io General Butler 

New York, St. Nicholas, Noo. 9 > nd , 1863 

Mt deab Sik : While at Washington lately, as suggested when 
I last saw you, I had a long conversation with Secretary Chase, 
who fully endorses our views of the policy suggested by you of 
bringing the state of Louisiana back into the Union. 

I also saw the President, and urged this measure upon him 
for an hour. I do not feel at liberty to write what he said, but 
can state ia general terms that he seems to entertain the 
kindest feeliags towards you. He read me his reply to the 
Mo. Delegation, where he speaks approvingly of you, etc. 

I must now say only what is my inference from all heard : 
1st. Mr. Seward, and perhaps some others, oppose your going 
again to New Orleans. 

2nd. The President has determined to give you a command. 
Srd. To follow out my plan as urged for Louisiana — he is 
willing for you to try it in North Carolina. 

It only remains for you to decide to go. Of course there is 
no other object in North Carolina for you to go there for. 

It is not a department in a military sense, such as you ought 
to have. But in a political sense, and as being able to settle 
there even the great conflict of opinion now likely to ruin us, 
I hope I may advise you to go. I tried to get a more promising 
field. But if you can do there what you hoped to do in Louisi- 
ana, the results will not be less gratifying. Always your friend 
and glad to see you, I remain, ' 

Cordially yours, S. C. Pomeeot 

From General Edward W. HinJcs 

Head Quars. Rendezvous for Drafted Men, Concord, N.H., Nov. 3, 1863 

General B. P. Butlee, U.S.A. 

Gbneeae: Allow me to congratulate you upon your assign- 
ment to a command, and to express my wishes that success 
may attend you in the future, as it has attended every effort 
you have made in behalf of our country in the past. 

If your command gives promise of active service, I shall 
be pleased to share in it, if agreeable to you, as soon as my 
duties are concluded at this post. I am, general, with respect. 

Your obi. serv’i., 

Edw. W. Hinks, Brig. Genl. 


^ Eepublican Senator from Kansas. 
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From General Butler 

Mt dear Hinks: Nothing could give me greater pleasure 
than to have you with me. If I have active service I shall 
call for you. We started together and began the war; I hope 
we shall be together to finish it. 

Yours truly, B. F. Butler 
From General Butler 

Lowell, November Uk , 1863 

His Excellency Governor Andrew 

Dear Sir; The Messieurs Sawyer of Fitchburg desire my 
opinion from experiment and observation of their “solid case 
cannister.” I had it in use in the Gulf, and have the most 
decided opinion upon its merits. The parts of excellence are: 

1st. Quite double the range of ordinary cannister, and that 
range capable of increasing by elevation of the piece. 

2ni. Wider spread of the filling, and greater velocity. 

3rd. Capacity of being thrown from any rifle as well as 
any smooth bore of the same calibre without injury to the 
rifling. 

Ifii. The cannister itself is as against troops quite equal to 
a solid shot. 

If I can get the solid case cannister I will use no other. 

Respectfully yours, B. F. Butler 

From Benjamin T. Flanders to General Butler 

Priyate. Wabhington, D.C. November 6 th , 1863 

Dear General: I have done my best to have you sent out 
again to the Department of the Gulf. I have had the aid of 
Mr. Chase, than whom, I find, you have no warmer friend. 
I am pleased to find also that Mr. Stanton is your friend. The 
President likes you and believes in you, but he still has confi- 
dence in the capacity of Banks, and this is what’s the matter. 
I regret exceedingly that I cannot await your arrival here. I 
sail from New York to-morrow. Your friends in New Orleans, 
that is, every real loyal man there, and some others, will be 
disappointed in your not being sent there. 

Very respectfully, Benjamin T. Flanders 
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From John D. Kellogg to General Butler 

New Yobk, Not;. Kith, 1863 

Deab Geneeal: The enclosed extract is submitted not for 
the purpose of intelligence, but rather to correct any wrong 
impression which it seems intended to convey. The great 
body of the people here are fully impressed with your great 
administrative and executive ability, which was so brilliantly 
displayed while you were in command of the Department of 
the Gulf; but of no place is this more perfectly true than of 
the city of New York. 

The fling at the “Big Bethel” action is done to justify, or 
rather to cover a secret motive on the part of the writer, to 
injure your rapidly-increasing popularity. You are probably 
aware that the journal which thus causelessly assails you has 
the fame of another distinguished general to defend, and does 
not hesitate to strike any rising man who seems to be in his 
way. 

Your first efforts in Eastern Virginia will form an important 
epoch in the history of this great rebellion, and the high order 
of military talents, and practical civil ability, brought to bear 
upon all questions submitted for your action, without instruc- 
tions from Washington, will ever mark that event as one of 
the most important of the whole war. Time will vindicate 
your character from the secret designs of all such enemies as 
have not the candor to speak of what they would accomplish 
covertly. I know there is an organized interest in this city to 
assail and break down any man who cannot be used to pro- 
mote their own selfish purposes. The journal from which I 
take this paragraph is the recognized organ of that select 
class of assumed and self-appointed leaders, and the Presi- 
dency is the prize to be played for; and, in turn, for the last 
year, nearly every General in the army has been the object of 
attack as circumstances for the moment required, but the 
General has been all the time faultless, ever brave, ever ready, 
and still rising! 

We all hope every facility will be placed at your command 
in your present important position, and if the administration 
will promptly second your efforts we feel confident of an early 
and a glorious result. I know all that is wanted is the oppor- 
tunity to vindicate your splendid genius from all such assaults, 
and to elevate you still higher in the estimation of your country. 

I hope it will fall to your lot to take Richmond, and to 
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thus restore the “old Dominiou” to her true position in the 
Union, and so hoping you will believe me 

Yours Very Truly, 

John D. Kellogg, 18 Thompson Street 


Nov. mk, 1863 

Answer. I thank you for the kind interest you take in my 

welfare. I was not in command of the troops at Big Bethel. 

I wish to God I had been. /rr / -d -o -d 

Yours Truly, B. F. B. 


From Mrs. Butler to Mrs. Heard 

Foetbess Monboe, Tuesday Nov. 11th, [1863] 

Col. Shaffer affirms that only young men are fit for sol- 
diering; middle-aged men, used to the comforts of home, feel 
deprivg,tions too keenly. He looks forlorn, no wonder; it is 
beginning life with a camp chest, and tin candlesticks. I half 
decided to stay at Washington for the wedding, but it was a 
delay of four days, and then I must come alone. All things 
considered I gave it up. I called on Mrs. Lincoln; she was out, 
the President gave us admittance and frankly told us, after 
looking at Blanche, that we had a very handsome daughter. 

From there I went to see Florence, and to settle arrange- 
ments for Blanche to return to school. Florence is fleshy and 
well content. From there to see Miss Chase, not at home. 
Miss Netty came on with us, a part of the way from New 
York, and was very voluble about the wedding and her school. 
Blanche was better pleased on acquaintance and would not 
now object to the school. 

We took the pleasure boat, “Carrie Martin,” at Washing- 
ton, and came down the Potomac. This is a little steamer 
kept for the use of the President and Cabinet, and loaned to 
us by the Secretary of War. We thought it would be delight- 
ful, but dear me, when we got into the Bay, it was tossed 
about like a nut-shell, and by no means a seaworthy craft. 
We were all sick. Blanche had teased herself along, she may 
stay till Christmas. 

Sister Blandine could not take her in music before that time. 
I may send her back sooner. When we arrived, the usual salute 
was given, the gentlemen went on shore. I thought we might 
have an invitation to Mrs. Gen. Foster’s, as so many had 
claimed our hospitality when at the Fortress before, but no 
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courtesy was offered. At evening two rooms were engaged 
at Willard’s, a most forlorn little hotel, where we slept, the 
floor was soft compared to the bed. Mr. Butler had sent 
forward to Genl. Foster that he would buy or receipt for the 
furniture, and save him the trouble of moving and us of fur- 
nishing the Government House. 

When we came in the next morning we found the house 
quite bare. Mrs. Foster was finishing the last packing, and 
would be ready to leave very soon. We stepped into a vacant 
room and ordered a fire (the morning was quite chilly), and 
waited there till they left. Dirt, dirt, dirt, and a house to 
furnish. These Army people have a way of scuffling in and out 
of houses peculiar to themselves. I know of no parallel but 
Mrs. Ames. Dirt before and behind them. I have a horror 
of it, and told Stephen to wipe up the dust from the floor 
where we sat. My skirts were full of it. A carpet had been 
pulled up and the dust remained. It is a curious thing, that I 
have got this house to clean and furnish again. The Fosters 
were not pleased that we came. But as Mr. Butler had not 
desired the place, there was no occasion for incivility to us. 
Mrs. Foster stepped in a moment before she left, but not a 
word of apology or regret at the forlorn look at things. When 
I saw Capt. Kensel, he said, “Mrs. Butler, you can hardly like 
the look of things.” I answered, “You know, I am not ac- 
quainted with the usages of the Army; in civil life it would 
look a little strange.” Yesterday we rode on the beach, 
Blanche and the Genl. on horseback, Capt. Clark and I in 
a buggy. The day was very fine, the drive delightful. We 
rode four miles up the beach, smooth and firm as a floor. 

When I was here before we did not venture where the beach 
is firm, but were obliged to plunge along through the sand 
where the horse could hardly pull us along. 

The officers’ quarters are furnished with secesh furniture, 
and a quantity packed in the Fort is overhauled for our use. 
We shall be settled in three or four days more, plainly but 
comfortably. Moving and cleaning old furniture are not agree- 
able pastimes. Poor people roving about the country are 
obliged to change their abode very frequently. When we are 
better off we shall settle down and enjoy the comforts of life. 
Fisher will leave to-morrow. 

Mr. Butler goes to Newbern on Wednesday. I should go 
with them, but I cannot bear the thought of going round 
Point Hatteras. They will be gone about a week. Some of 



LETTERS OF GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER 141 


the staff think Head Quarters should be at Norfolk half of 
the time. If so, I may have to furnish another house. 

I do not like this place, never did. I should like the children 
to come while we are here if there should be an opportunity. 
We miss them very much. Fisher goes this afternoon. I shall 
drop this in the mad, as he stops at Washington. 

I keep scratching on, — really I have nothing further to 
say, only this is a doleful place and home is better. 

Blanche stiU hangs on. I urged her off with Fisher, but 
another week and so on. I have an idea we may not stay here 
long. Dear love to the children. 

Very afeciionaiely, Sabah 
From the Secretary of War 

Washington, Nov. IS, 1863 

To Major-General Butlee 

Thebe is an urgent necessity to provide in your depart- 
ment a suitable depot for rebel prisoners of war, without any 
delay. I beg to recall the subject to your attention, and ask 
you to take immediate measures to establish a depot at such 
point as you may deem suitable in your department, and in- 
form me how soon you will be ready to receive prisoners of 
war, and in what numbers. 

Edwin M. Stanton, Secretary of War 

From General T. F. Meagher 

Williams Hotel, Washington, D.C., Nov. ISth, 1863 

Major General B. F. Butlee, Commdg. 

Fobthess Monboe 

My deab Geneeal: My friend. Brigadier General Charles 
K. Graham, has just stepped in to pay me a visit, and informs 
me he wrote you the other day, begging you to be so good as 
to apply for him to be assigned to a post under your com- 
mand. I feel very great pleasure in adding (to his own) 
my cordial request that you gratify him by having (if practi- 
cable) his wishes in this respect complied with at an early day. 

General Graham has seen severe work with the army of 
the Potomac, first of all, as Colonel of the regiments of the 
Excelsior Brigade; and, subsequently, as Brigadier General 
commanding the Pennsylvania brigade, in Kearney’s old 
Division, with which he fought at Chancellorsville, and, last 
fall, at Gettysburg, where he was badly wounded and taken 
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prisoner. He has not sufficiently recovered from the effect of 
his wound to undertake a command in Eastern Tennessee, 
which was offered him by General Foster, the campaign in 
that Department promising to be one of unremitting labor and 
exposure. Nor does he desire to return to the army of the 
Potomac, since he would be unpleasantly situated in being 
ranked by an officer he feels and believes to be his inferior. 
This, of course, I take liberty of mentioning in a friendly way, 
so that you may perfectly understand his desire of being 
assigned the post he has designated in his letter to you. 

You will, be assured of it, find in General Graham a 
thoroughly reliable and efficient officer, and an accomplished 
and high-toned gentleman. I cordially recommend and sup- 
port his application to you, therefore, and begging you will 
be so good as to consider it most favorably, and secure his 
services. I remain with sincere regard. 

Very faithfully your friend, 

Thomas Francis Meagher 


From General Butler 

Headquarters, Departmeni <4 Va. and North Carolina, Pom Monhoje, 

Nov. nth, 1863 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, Sec’y. of War 

Sir: I have the honor to request that Brig. Gen’l. Charles 

K. Graham be ordered to report to me for duty. I make this 

request believing that Gen’l. Graham will be of great service 

in this Department on account of his early service in the Navy. 

I have the honor to be, v nt. j- ^ c j 

Your Obedient Servant, 

B. F. Btjtler, Maj. Gen. Commdg. 


From General Butler 

Telegram. Headquarters, Department of Va. & North Carolina, Nov. 13, 1863 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, Sec’y. of War 
Telegram received. Will leave to-morrow morning to 
select a Depot in accordance with our conversation. The 
rebel papers say that the U. S. Prisoners are about leaving 
Richmond to be distributed through several prisons of the 

B. F. Butler, 

Maj. General, Commdg. 
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From General Butler 

Headquarters, Department of V a. di: North Carolina, Foet Moneoe, 

November lith, 1863 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, Sec’y. of War 

Sie; After the conversation I had with you in the War 
Office, in which Hatteras was suggested as a depot of prison- 
ers, upon reflection there were certain disadvantages which 
occurred to me, among which was the difficulty of transpor- 
tation and supplies, requiring sea-going steamers or otherwise 
conveyance through part of the country which might be 
intercepted by the enemy. In the haste with which it is 
necessary to determine the question, I made all possible 
examination of the points in the Department under my com- 
mand advantageously to be occupied for such a purpose, and 
have determined that SewalFs Point, lying opposite Fort 
Monroe, about 3J miles across the Roads and two miles from 
the Rip-Raps, upon the whole was the best site which could 
be selected for the purpose. It is healthy, easy of access, dry, 
having a large growth of wood upon it, lying immediately in 
the path necessary for exchange, abounding in excellent water 
to be had by digging, and immediately under the guns of our 
Fleet in the Roads, and indeed almost if not quite under the 
guns of our Fort. The soil belongs to disloyal men, with, I 
believe, a single exception, who is willmg to rent his farm, 
consisting of 250 acres, for one thousand (1000) dollars a year 
with the buildings thereon. There are buildings on the pro- 
posed tract sufficient for hospital purposes. 

There is a small earthwork upon it erected by the rebels, 
fitted to resist a land attack, which might be made the Head 
Quarters of the local garrison. There is an area of one mile 
by 2| miles between two creeks which will enable guards to 
be posted so as to rendet escape difficult, and bordered on the 
other side by the sea, so that there will be sufficient ground 
on which all prisoners may be put which we are likely to cap- 
ture. In one of the creeks there is a depth of some ten feet 
of water, in which there is a wharf already erected at which 
vessels can lie in all weathers. 

The disadvantages of the location are the possibility of the 
re-capture of Norfolk by the rebels in order to reach the prize 
of releasing their prisoners, and the difficulty of strictly guard- 
ing the land side line of the depot. But balancing these diffi- 
culties with the advantages, my opinion inclines very stroilgly 
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in favor of tibie selection of the spot. The expense of guarding 
will be more than compensated by the economy of transpor- 
tation, and the ease of access and the feasibility of delivering 
prisoners for exchange or otherwise. 

Therefore I shall be ready to receive any prisoners you may 
send within ten days so far as having storehouses and guards; 
provided you shall approve of this selection. If you do not 
so approve, please notify me by telegram. 

I have also examined the points of land on which Forts 
Clark and Hatteras are situated, and I can be equally ready 
by the time prescribed to receive prisoners there, where there 
can be neither possibility of escape or expense of a large guard. 
The disadvantages there are bleakness, unhealthiness, and 
cost of transportation, but in the winter transportation may 
be carried on by the Dismal Swamp Canal and the Sounds by 
Roanoke Island. To do this it will be necessary, however, to 
place as large a force along those canals to prevent mterrup- 
tion as it would to guard Sewall’s Point. 

In my telegram I asked for the detail of Brig. Gen’l. Hinks 
for Commandant of the Depot. I know Gen’l. Hinks’ effi- 
ciency and activity, because he was with me in April, 1861, 
then a Lieut. Col. in Militia, and while his many wounds 
prevent him from very laborious field duty, I know of no man 
better for this particular purpose. Gen’l. Hinks’ services are 
substantially lost to the country where he is in command of 
a conscription camp in Concord, N.H. Awaiting instructions, 

I am Yery respectfully, Your Obedient Servant, 

B. F. BtJTLEK, Maj. General Commdg. 


From General Butler 

Headquarters, Department of Va, <Sc Norik Carolina, Fort Moneoe» 

November XUh, 1868 

Eon. E. M. Stanton, Sec'y. of War 
Sik: Finding that the A. A. Gen’ls Office, which is a small, 
temporary wooden building near the Commdnt’s Quarters, is 
too small even for clerks and the dispatch of business, I directed 
the addition of some twenty feet to be made so that I might 
save, among other things, the employ of several orderlies in 
transmitting papers to different offices in different buildings. 

Major Stewart, the Engineer in charge of the Fort, kindly 
called my attention to the Army regulation Par. 51, which 
requires the sanction of the Secretary of War for the altera- 
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tion of any building within f mile of the Fort. A very proper 
and salutary regulation in time of peace, but I think wholly 
inapplicable in time of War. But wishing to relieve his fears 
of breach of the regulations, I respectfully make application 
for your approval of this act, and it becomes more necessary 
because of the celerity of my Quarter-Master Department. 
The building was up before the vigilance of the Engineer 
discovered it was about to be erected, and we must pull it 
down at nearly the expense of erecting it in order to preserve 
the regulation unbroken. 

May I ask, therefore, that you will sanction the erection, 
as the building is in the same form, an addition to and part 
of another building erected under the supervision of the 
Engineer. I suppose it will not offend the regulation in that 
regard. I have the honor to be. 

Very respectfully, Yr. Obdt. Servt., 

B. E. Butler, Maj. Gen. Commdg. 

From General Butler 

Headquarters, Department of Va, and North Carolina, Ft. Moneoe, 

November I5th, 1863 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, Sec’y. of War 

Sir: I have the honor to return a communication directing 
Private Goodwin to report to Washington for examination in 
order to an appointment in the colored troops. It will be seen 
by the communication which I return with the endorsement 
thereon that Goodwin is now in confinement in the guard- 
house, awaiting sentence of a Court Martial, so that he can 
not very well be sent forward for that purpose. 

Perhaps there can be no better commentary than this case 
upon the policy of selecting men for Officers without the ap- 
proval of their immediate commanding Officers and of the 
Commander of the Department. I take leave, therefore, 
respectfully to ask that no further appointments be made to 
office in the colored and loyal troops in this Command with- 
out the applications passing through this office. Of course I 
do not desire to limit the selection by yourself or the President 
in any manner, but simply to aid in guiding that selection so 
that you may not be deceived. I have the honor to be. 

Very respectfully. Your obedient Servt., 
General Butler, Maj. General Commdg. 


VOL. in — -10 
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From General Butler 

Tbuegeam. Seadguarters, Department of Va. & North Carolina, Fort Monroe, 

November 15ih, 1863 

Eon. E. M. Stanton, Sec’y of War 

If you will send me two (2) Regiments of the Invalide 
Corps, I will be ready in ten (10) days for any number of 
prisoners you may wish to send me. I desire to have Brig. 
Gen. E. W. Hinks ordered to report to me immediately to take 
charge of the preparations for and charge of the prisoners. 

This is on the supposition that neither tents or barracks are 
to be used for the prisoners; if required, I can erect the one 
and make requisition for the other. I will report in full upon 
the place selected and the reason for selection to-morrow by 

B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Commdg. 

From the Secretary of War 

Washington, Ncn, 16, 1863 

To Major-General Butler 

Your report in regard to place for confinement of rebel 
prisoners has been received, and on consultation with the 
general-in-chief, it is believed to be inexpedient to select either 
Sewall’s Point or Hatteras for the present. Therefore, all 
action in the matter is suspended. 

Edwin M. Stanton, Secretary of War 

From General Butler to Salmon P. Chase 

Headquarters, Defpartment Vc., <fc N. Carolina, Fortbess Monroe, 

November IQth, 1863 

Mt dear Sir: I venture to enclose to you an application 
to me made by William Smith of the Baltimore and Ohio 
Railroad, whom you so well know, to take out grain from 
Northumberland and Lancaster Counties, Virginia. I can 
see no possible objection to granting it under the restrictions 
issued unless there is some objection arising from Treasury 
regulations of which I am ignorant. Upon a suggestion from 
Department I shall grant the permission sought. 

Yours truly, B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Cmdg. 

P.S. Please return the enclosures. 
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From General Butler 

Fort Monroe, Va., November IQth, 1863 

W. Prescott Smith, Esq., Baetimobe 
My dear Sir: I have forwarded to Mr. Chase the letter 
you sent me in regard to the grain in the Counties lying between 
the Potomac and Rappahannock River, together with a letter 
of approval, suggesting that I should grant the request if 
there were no objections arising to it in this Department. 

Truly Yours, B. P. Butler 

From General Butler 

Telegram. Headquarters, Department of V a, & N. Carolina, Ft. Monroe, 

November I7ih, 1863 

Mon. E. M. Stanton, SeFy. of War 
Sir: Flag of truce boat just in. — Richmond papers of 17. 
— Union prisoners are being sent away from Richmond. — 
4000 — to Danville, and others to Atlanta and Columbus. 
News from Charleston to November 16th. Firing ceased at 
11 A.M. Firing from Gregg and Cumming Point and from two 
Monitors continued up to that time. No other news. 

B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Commdg. 

From General Butler 

Telegram. Headquarters, Department of Va. & N, Carolina, Fort Monroe, 

November I7th, 1863 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, Sec’y. of War 
I AM informed and believe that the Rebels will give us a 
man for every man we send them, up to the number they 
hold. Shall I put them in question, — or interfere about it 
any way? g p 

From the Secretary of War 

War Department, Washington, November 17 ik, 1863 

Major-General Butler, Fort Monroe 
The whole subject of exchange of prisoners is under di- 
rection of Major-General Hitchcock, to whom, as commis- 
sioner of exchange, that branch of the service has been 
committed. He will be glad to have any idea or suggestion 
you may be pleased to furnish, but there should be no inter- 
ference without his assent. 

It is known that the rebels will exchange man for man and 
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officer for officer, except blacks and officers in command of 
black troops. These they absolutely refuse to exchange. This 
is the point on which the whole matter hinges. Exchanging 
man for man and officer for officer, with the exception the rebels 
make, is a substantial abandonment of the colored troops and 
their officers to their fate, and would be a shameful dishonor 
to the Government bound to protect them. When they agree 
to exchange all alike there will be no difficulty. 

Edwin M. Stanton, Secretary of War 

Official Kecords, War of Rebellion, Series 2, Vol. VI, page 528. 


From General Butler 

Eeadqmrters, Department of Va. & N. Carolina, Ft. Monroe, 

November ISth, 1863 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, Sec’y. of War 

Sie: In the limits of a telegram and for the public eye it 
was impossible to explain my full thought on the subject of 
Exchange of Prisoners. I believe there was some misunder- 
standing upon the questions involved when I telegraphed, and 
your answer, with the sentiments of which in every word I 
concur, convinced me that I was right in my belief. 

No one will go farther in exerting every power of the Govern- 
ment in protecting the colored troops and their Officers than 
myself. And if that is the question which prevents exchange, 
and we stand before the country upon that question, I have 
not a word farther to urge. But I fear that is not the point, 
or at least it is not now understood by the country that it is 
upon the pledge of the country’s honor that all men, white or 
black, who fight for us, shall be protected, that we now feel 
obliged to let our fellow-soldiers starve, if such shall be the 
inhumanity of the Rebels. 

I ought to premise, perhaps, why I interfere where it is 
not specially within my command. Believing that I could do 
something for the good of the service, I take the liberty of 
making the application, and with your leave shall continue 
to make suggestions wherever and whenever I think the Gov- 
ernment may be aided by so doing, although not strictly called 
upon so to do, to complete my routine of duty. 

I am informed and believe that the Rebel Authorities will 
exchange every Officer and Soldier they now hold in custody, 
whether colored or not, upon receiving an equivalent number 
in rank from us. Indeed I can put no other interpretation 
ui)on the letter of Robert Quid, Esq., Agent of Exchange in 
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Rickmond, of October 20tb, referring to a letter of a previous 
date. I Have forwarded copies of all the correspondence so 
that you can refer to it. If there is any interpretation to the 
contrary, it is not made apparent to the country. And the 
Government, for all that appears from the correspondence 
between the two Commissioners, are now suffering our soldiers 
to be starved to death upon the proposition of inequality in 
the computation and value of paroles. If you will examine 
the correspondence, it will be seen that the whole question 
turns upon that point — not a suggestion is made that color, 
caste, or condition has anything to do with the dispute. It 
would seem that the discussion had grown sufficiently acrimo- 
nious to have lost sight of the point of dispute, as we know 
many discussions do. I do not mean to impute blame to any 
party, because I am not sufficiently informed, nor have I the 
authority so to do, but simply to suggest a remedy. I assume 
that we have in actual custody some 26,000 prisoners against 
13,000 that the Rebels have. Now then, why may not Quid’s 
proposition be accepted, and we exchange man for man, offi- 
cer for officer, until the Rebels stop — if then every prisoner 
they hold has been exchanged, then the question of color does 
not arise, and our men will have been relieved from starva- 
tion up to that number. But if the colored prisoners 
and their officers shall not be produced by the Rebels for 
exchange, we shall have 10,000 of their men upon whom to 
work both retaliation and a reprisal to the fullest extent, to 
wring from the Rebels justice to the colored soldiers. It is 
not necessary to argue this point, its statement is the argument. 
This action — not offers and correspondence — will place the 
Government right before the country, and if then the negro 
prisoners, whether civilians or soldiers or their officers, are 
kept in prison or maltreated, the world will justify us in 
reprisal and retaliation to any extent. 

I believe that this exchange will be made by the rebels from 
information derived from various sources, and specially from 
J. W. Monfort, agent of the State of Indiana, who has gone 
to Washington, and from whom you can learn the facts that 
lead to my belief. 

Without suggesting any blame upon the part of the Agent 
of Exchange, would it not in fact seem to be that such a state 
of feelings has grown up between himself and the Rebel Agent, 
that without doing anything which would impute wrong or 
detract from the appreciation of the efforts of General 
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Mereditli, this might be done as if outside of either Agent. 
This is submitted for consideration with single desire to re- 
lieve the soldiers, now in condition to enlist all our sympathies. 

I can make these suggestions all the more freely, as I have 
this evening to arrange the affairs of this Department in North 
Carolina, and can have probably no personal part in the 
matter. I have the honor to be. 

Very respectfully, 

Yr. Ohdt. Sent., 

B. F. Butler, Major General Commanding 


From J ames Parton to General Butler 

New York, 658 Broadway, Nov. 18, 1863 

My dear General Commanding: With this goes, at 
length, a copy of the Book. The publishers were about to 
send a dozen copies, but I advised them to wait till they could 
send such as had a picture of the bust, which Mr. Brackett 
has been on; and of which we are in daily expectation. A 
thousand copies have been bound without it, all of which are 
sold in advance. For the second thousand, which are already 
printed, the bust will probably come in time, as I have in- 
formed Mr. Brackett that we are ready and anxious to receive 
it. Everything promised well for the sale; there appears to 
be a general desire to see the book. The abuse of the Herald 
would alone suflSce to make the public prick up their ears. 

The papers tell us that you are at work in the old way. I 
have myself heard bad accounts of affairs in your Department. 
A Boston publisher, who traversed the whole of it a month 
ago, brought back word that the insolence of the Secesh in 
Norfolk was riling to the Union temper, and that the general 
look of things about Fortress Monroe was untidy and un- 
soldierlike. He, also, said that there was a general expecta- 
tion in the department that “Old Ben Butler,” as he dared to 
style you, would put things straight. Why “old”? I con- 
tinually hear of old Ben Butler. Perhaps it is from the simil- 
arity to old Ben Franklin. 

H. G. is sot. He will not talk of the subject. He said a 
good thing the other night. He said that if he had been 
president in 1861, he should have sought out the man that 
had the biggest brain in America, whether a military man or 
not, and made him lieutenant-general with full powers. Good, 
said I; but the very man presented himself, and was cast 
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aside — Gen. B. F. B. He then, with curious inconsistency, 
said that war was a trade, and it would never have done to 
have given the supreme command to a lawyer. Such is man. 

I fervently wish you the most eminent success in your new 
sphere. And so, with my best wishes for Mrs. Butler’s hap- 
piness at the Fortress, I remain, 

Most truly yours, Jas. Parton 


From Captain R. S. Davis 

Ed. Qmrs. Be'pt Va. and N.C., Port Monroe, Nov. 9t0ih, 1863 


A. R. Admiral S. P. Lee, Comd’g. N. A. Block’g Squadron, 

U. S. Flag Skip Minnesota, off Newport News, Va. 

Admiral: I have the honor to mform you that a despatch 
has just been received from Brig. Gen’l. J. J. Wistar, Commd’g 
at Yorktown, in which he states that the enemy meditate 
an attack on his lines. The intention is, if the attack is made, 
to throw a force on the rear of the enemy, either on the James 
or York Rivers, in which case it will be the greatest conse- 
quence to have the assistance of the Navy. 

General Butler being absent at present in North Carolina, 
must be my excuse for signing this Official communication. 


I remain, Admiral, 


R. S. D., Major and A. A. G. 


From D. Heaton 

Private. Beaufort, N.C., November iSrd, 1863 

Major General B. F. Butler 

Dear Sir: I was very much gratified at the interview, 
although limited, which I happened to have with you on your 
recent railroad trip from Morehead City to Newbem. 

My greatest regret was that I could not have a more extended 
opportunity to converse with you in reference to various 
matters of vital pecuniary as well as political interest to the 
Government. 

As it was, I separated with the conviction that your well- 
known acquaintance with political science, together with your 
eventful military experience in the great drama now being 
enacted, would enable you to pursue such a policy as must 
result in great good to the country. 

After saying this, allow me to allude, briefly, to some mattery 
of much moment in regard to trade and commerce in North 
Carolina. 
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You will doubtless have applications ere long to favor the 
introduction of cargoes of goods through Hatteras Inlet 
direct to Newbern. Should this happen, I trust that such 
requests may not be complied with, for the following reasons : 

First. That much controversy has already been had in 
relation to the policy and practice of introducing large car- 
goes of goods by way of Hatteras Inlet under the plea of 
“military necessity,” when no such necessity existed, and when 
upon the contrary it was palpable that said cargoes were 
brought in exclusively for speculative purposes. 

Second. That passing directly through to Newbern unless 
from some actual and apparent military necessity tends to 
weaken, greatly, the force and moral power of the blockade. 

Third. That when one party is allowed this liberty, various 
other parties earnestly claim and assert the same right and 
privilege. 

Fourth. That an ample supply of goods for the Army, 
Navy, and citizens can at all times be introduced by the old 
and regular established Port of Beaufort, declared to be open 
by the President’s Proclamation. A water communication (as 
well as railway) from Beaufort to Newbern can soon be opened 
inside of the blockade by Cone Sound, so that the facilities 
for transportation of supplies will be very good. On this point 
I have conversed with Admiral Lee, and he approves the sug- 
gestions made. 

Other reasons can readily be given in relation to this matter, 
if necessary, but enough for the present. 

In relation to that matter of the printing presses, I will 
say to you that it was expected at Washington City that 
such of them as had been abandoned or captured would be 
placed in my possession as Treasury Agent. 

I am very confident that by giving the one at Newbern in 
the hands of an energetic and intelligent practical printer, 
all the military printing needed by this department can be 
done with more dispatch than at present, that a handsome 
income can be turned into the National Treasury and a sound 
Union paper published. 

You see and know the want of a paper. It really seems 
strange that we have not had one before. In case one is 
established, errors may be committed in its management and 
those who do not appear to appreciate the potency of the 
press may doubt the policy of the experiment, but you readily 
comprehend the matter in all its moral, social, and political 
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bearings. Gen. Peck has already taken the matter under 
advisement, and given directions to have the presses alluded 
to placed under my control, with the understanding, of course, 
that the necessary military printing shall he done. 

I do not propose to have any control over the paper intended 
to be started, but will see that the press here is rented to a 
sound Union man. 

I submit these items to your present consideration, and will, 
from time to time, make further communications as the pub- 
lic interest may seem to require. 

While on the cars you frankly asked my sentiments with 
regard to Maj. Genl. Peck. Allow me to repeat, earnestly, 
what I then said, that I consider him to be a man intensely 
devoted to the government and the Union, that he looks upon 
the rebellion as a crime of the blackest character, and that as 
a public man his firmness and integrity are beyond reproach, 
that he may not fully be indoctrinated with the folicy of 
immediate emancipation, but that he will most faithfully and 
resolutely carry out the various proclamations of the Presi- 
dent, and that I believe he will ere long occupy your own posi- 
tion as to the proper course to pursue with slavery. I must 
say, frankly, that I should regret to see Genl. Peck leave 
North Carolina. 

With the warmest wishes that your advent into this Depart- 
ment may be crowned with complete success, I am, 

Very respectfully, Tour oht. servt. 

D. Heaton, Supg. Spl. Agt. Treas. Dept. 

From Lord Lyons 

Washington, November 1863 

Eon. Wm. H. Seward, Sec. of State 

Sir: I am informed that Mr. James A. Gray, a British 
subject, who was a passenger on board a vessel called the 
“Ella and Annie,” which has been captured on charge of breach 
of blockade, is detained as a prisoner on parole by Major 
General Butler at Fortress Monroe. 

I shall be much obliged if you will cause inquiry to be 
made concerning this matter, and if you will do me the honor 
to acquaint me with the result. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration. Sir, 
Your most obedient, humble servant, Lyons 
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From General Butler 

HeadquarterSy Department Va., & N. Carolinay Ft. Moneoe, 
November ^&hy 1863 [Not in chronological order] 

Eon. W. H. Sewaed, Sec’y. of State 

Sir: James A. Gray, who claims to be a British subject and 
who has resided, accordmg to his own statement, 15 years in 
Georgia, was taken on board the “Ella and Annie,” a block- 
ade runner, and landed at Beaufort, N.C., came here with 
Mrs. Nickols and desired to be sent to Georgia. His baggage 
being examined, was found to contain a quantity of dress 
goods, which he said were for his wife and family there. On 
examining his papers, he had a large number of letters directed 
to persons in the South giving them information as to block- 
ade running, and other information hurtful to the United 
States. I caused the letters directed to himself, found upon 
his person, to be examined, and a synopsis of their contents 
to be made. I also found that he carried out a large quantity 
of Confederate bonds, which he sold in Holland, and that his 
correspondent in Liverpool was the house of Fraser Tren- 
holm & Co., who are known as the Head Quarters of blockade 
running, and are acting as Agents of the Confederate Loan. I 
also found a letter from James McHugh to him while at Cork, 
Ireland, engaging him to enlist sailors for the Confederate 
iron-clads. I also found Invoices showing a large amount of 
cotton in the Confederate States, some thousand bales to his 
order. 

It is impossible to convey by synopsis the hostile tone of the 
whole correspondence, but there is suflficient to convince me 
that he is a dangerous eneipy, and was intending to carry 
through our lines the same correspondence and information 
with which he was endeavoring to run the blockade when 
captured. Therefore I have turned him over to my Provost 
Judge for punishment and imprisonment if he finds sufficient 
in the accusation against him. 

Gray desires leave to apply to Lord Lyons, and I forward 
this for information to the Department, that you may be able 
to meet the application. I have the honor to be. 

Very respectfully, 

Tour Obedient Servant, 

Benj. F. Butler, 

Major General Commanding 
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From Mayor Collins 

Mayor’s Office, Poktsmotjth, Va., New. iSth, 1863 

Mayor John F. Smith, Provost Marshal, Noefolk, Va. 

Sie: In reply to your communication of the 24th instant 
(per Roche) respecting a servant and child, I would state 
that I sent a communication to General Barnes on the subject, 
which I have not as yet received any answer to. 

The status of the slave in this district, according to the 
President’s proclamation, is undisturbed. Therefore a loyal 
person claiming the services of servants owned by him has a 
legal right to said services. 

The question is rather unpleasant, but must be met until 
we can alter the laws of the state. 

Very respectfully, Your obdt. servant, 

Daniel Collins, Mayor 


Office of the Prooost Marshal, Norfolk, Decemh&r Znd, 1863 
[Not in chronological order] 

G. H. Johnston, Capt. and A.A.G. 

I EESPECTFULLT Call the attention of the Brig. Gen. Comdg. 
to this case. It appears that the Mayor of Portsmouth has 
officially remanded to servitude a fugitive from slavery. I 
am informed that the mother is in much distress about the 
child. The parties are all in Portsmouth. I am. Sir, 

John F. Smith, Mayor and Provost Marshal 

From Mayor Collins 

Mayor’s Office, Portsmouth, Va., November Vtth, 1863 
[Not in chronological order] 

Brig. General James Baenes, Commanding 
Department of Virginia 

Sie: There is a subject of importance which I desire to 
call your attention to, and hear your views. President Lin- 
coln has excepted this section in his Emancipation Proclama- 
tion. Now, the question is, has a loyal person the right to 
hold persons as slaves in this section, or, how far will we be 
permitted by the military authorities to execute the laws 
ofVa.? 

I will candidly confess the slave law is odious to me, it is 
the law, and when a loyal person claims the services of their 
servants under those laws I see no way to evade the law as it 
exists. 
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The subject has frequently embarrassed me, and the only 
way I can avoid it is by the interposition of the military, m 
I am satisfied that the Legislature will take early action on 
the laws of Va., and so alter them as to recognize the status of 
the negro. I have attempted to avoid this question, but find 
it impossible, and therefore ask your opinion. 

Very respectfully, Your obedient Servant, 
Daniel Collins, Mayor 

From General Butler 

Ed. Qmrs. 18ih Army Corps, Dept, of Va. and N.C,, Fortress Monroe, 

Dec. lUk, 1863 [Not in chronological order] 

Brig. Gen. Barnes, Comd’g District of Norfolk 
General: I have examined with care the two communi- 
cations made through you to me by the Mayor of Portsmouth. 
I do not think that it is my duty to return the slave to any 
party. First, because when Virginia seceded from the Union, 
in my judgment all her laws, acts, and ordinances went out 
with her, and cannot be set up until they are re-enacted, in 
any portion brought under the authority of the U. S. Secondly, 
it is to be presumed that all persons are free, or have taken 
advantage of military protection, within the lines of the 
United States in this Department, and I know of no authority 
vested in the Mayor to sit in judgment by any law upon that 
question. Thirdly, there is no person in Portsmouth who has 
not been, directly or indirectly, implicated in the Rebellion, 
who has ever come to my knowledge, with a single exception. 

The President’s Proclamation of Dec. 9th determined that 
no party who has been so directly or indirectly implicated in 
the Rebellion, can have any property in slaves, and, therefore, 
you will direct the Mayors, both of Norfolk and Portsmouth, 
to cease and wholly refrain from interfering with the personal 
liberty of anybody upon the ground of slavery or involuntary 
servitude, until further orders. I have the honor to be 
Very respectfully. Your obt. servant, 

B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 

From E. W. Evans 

Chicago, Nov, 9>5th, 1863, Watmille ColUge 

My dear General Butler: Recruit, Ben. Butler, 1834. 
I am happy to jump over 30 years (some little time), and hail 
you to-day again in command after your splendid manifesta- 
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tions in New Orleans (Before I write further, I would like 
to learn what the devil was the reason you ever left New 
Orleans) . 

But in a word, General, I write to-day to say that the 
whole Northwest (that is, every hyal man, woman, and child) 
swear by you. All pray for you, and all throw high their hats 
at your name. This may be worth something to you to know, 
coming as it does from private life, and God knows there is 
not much flattery about me. I hope you will take this evi- 
dence as reliable, and amid the detractions on both sides the 
Atlantic, Enow you, my old classmate, that in addition to 
our approval of every word and deed of yours, we suspect that 
whatever may be the want of brains elsewhere, the vacancy 
is not under your hat. So God speed you, and know you 
that no man rejoices more than the undersigned at your 
policy again, when the country can, in these latter days, 
receive the benefit of yourself and your experience, and good, 
well directed determination to put down rebellion. And now, 
goodbye again for 30 years, if you say so, though I should 
be only too happy to see you or hear from you; but anyhow, 
God bless you Ben, — no, no. General, I must, really I can’t 
think 80 year, has past. 


P.S. Alas, alas, since beginning to write this letter, a gentle- 
man has called at my office for me to help him get a pension 
for Mrs. Farr, of Lowell, who was in your office for a while, 
whose husband was most accursedly murdered by the Rebels, 
after his surrender, when on General Blount’s staff. You have 
seen the items of his death. He had surrendered as prisoner, 
when a rebel stepped up to him and discharged a load of buck- 
shot through his body, and he after died in greatest agony. 
Oh, doubly damn the South! Where is the vengeance of 

Yours, E. W. Evans 


From General Butler 

FoBTEBsa Monrob, Va. November tSth, 186S [Not in chronological order] 

Mt Deae Evans; Not quite 30 years since we met, but 
long enough — too long. I need not tell you how much your 
kind appreciation cheers me. Strangers, and yet enough of 
the “class-mate” to make you an interested observer. I would 
I could be quite sure that some little partiality has not col- 
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orcd youx view of my acts. But it is more pleasant to believe 
the other way, and I suppose I shall be obliged to so do. 

Alas! poor Farr. A good-hearted, not energetic good man. 
You will hear before long that the vengeance of Heaven has 
lighted on one Guerilla at least. If Mrs. Farr has any diffi- 
culty about her pension, send papers to me. 

Let me hear from you, and I will reply as I have time. I 
send you by this a picture of a bust which I believe is the 
best likeness I have, which will show you how time has dealt 

Yours truly, B. F. Bxjtlee 
From General Butler 

Headquarters, De-paHmerd Va. 6s N. Carolina, Ft. Monroe, Nov. 26 , ’63 

Eon. E. M. Stanton, Sec’y. of War 

Sie: I find great clashing of orders between the Middle 
Department and this Department in regard to passports. I 
would correspond with General Schenk and endeavor to 
arrange a policy were he not about to leave. The Middle 
Department is the natural complement to the Department of 
Eastern Virginia. The eastern shore should be attached to 
this Department, almost from necessity. I wish that so much 
of the Department, at least, of the Middle Department as 
lies below Fredericksburg, should be annexed to this Depart- 
ment. Baltimore is our base of supply and transportation, 
and in case of any movement, which I hope will soon be made 
from this point, it becomes almost imperative that we should 
have that part. 

By the annexation the rival claim of officers for this com- 
mand will easily be settled, and the War Department will do 
me the favor to indicate the General they would like to have 
put in command of Baltimore. I have the honor to be. 

Very Respectfully, Yr. Obedient Servt, 

B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Commdg. 

From S. M. Felton 

The Philadelphia, Wilmington, and Baltimore Railroad Co. Philadelphia, 

November %^th, 1863 

Major General B. F. Butler 

Dear Sir: Allow me to congratulate the country on you 
once more being called into active service. 

I esteem it a fortunate thing that we shall once more have 
the benefit of your active and vigorous mind at work, and I 
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know you will let no opportunity pass without pushing this 
wicked rebellion to the wall. 

This note has a double object, first, what I have expressed 
above, and second, that I may say a word for Gen. Wistar 
who is in your department. If you knew him personally it 
would not be necessary for me to say a word in his behalf. 
He is a man with whom personally I have no connection. I 
have met him but once, but then I formed a high opinion of 
his ability and patriotism, which has been but confirmed by 
subsequent accounts I have heard of him. I know from 
mutual friends a good deal of him. He has brains and 2 eal 
and true devotedness in the good cause in which you and I 
have labored from the beginning. His health is not good. 
He has been three times wounded in battle. He is brave as 
a lion and a good disciplinarian, and from this cause has some 
enemies who may seek to inj'ure him in your estimation. 

I write this entirely without his knowledge, and simply 
because I believe him to be all I have represented. 

Yours truly, S. M. Felton 

From General Butler 

My DBAB Felton: I thank you for your kind appreciation 
of my poor services. I assure you I entertain a most lively 
sense of yours to the country in April, ’61, when it needed a 
man to take responsibility. I have the advantage of you, — 
I do know General Wistar personally. He served under me 
in 1861 at Fortress Monroe. While I am grateful at your kind 
mention of General Wistar, I do not need it to know my man. 

Yours Truly, B. F. B. 

From General Butler 

Telegbam. Headquarters, Department Va., & N, Carolina, Fort Monroe, 

November % 7 th , 186S 

Eon. E. M. Stanton, Sec’y. of War 

Capt. Stevens is endeavoring to enlist a regiment of loyal 
Virginians; he finds great difficulty if they are to be carried 
out of this Department. 

A m I authorized to pledge that they shall not be carried 
out of Virginia and North Carolina? In case I cannot fill up 
the regiment, shall I have authority to draft? 

B. F. Butleb, Maj. General Commanding 
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From the Secretary of War 

By Telegraph from Washington, 9^0 a.m., Nero. 30th, 1863 

[Not in chronological order] 

To Major General B. F. Butlee, Comd’g, 

In reply to your telegram of the twenty-seventh (37) inst., 
respecting Captain Stevens’ Regiment, received in the absence 
of the Secretary, he directs me to say that it is not deemed 
expedient to make any pledge to loyal Virginians that they 
will not be required to serve out of Virginia or North 
Carolina. If you have occasion for their services you are 
authorized to draft them. ^ 


From General Butler 

Head Quars. Dept. Va. and A?.C., Fobt Monboe, Nov. ilth, 1863 

Brig. Gen. Geo. W. Gettt, Comd’g. at 
POETSMOTJTH, Va. 

It having been represented to the Commanding General 
that the Dismal Swamp Canal needs repairs, as well for the 
preserval of the property of the Government in that work as 
to render it possible for military operations, you are there- 
fore directed forthwith to cause the same to be repaired under 
the direction of the Government Agent in charge of the Canal, 
R. T. Edwards, Esq. You will have carefully audited accounts 
of the expenditure of the work forwarded to these Head 
Quarters, together with a report from Mr. Edwards, so that 
the work may be a charge upon the Treasury Department to 
which it properly belongs. I am. 

Very respectfully Your Obt. Servant, 

B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comd’g. 

From General Butler 

Ed. Quars. Dejaf. Va. and N.C., Fort Monroe, Nov. 9>7th, 1863 

Major General John J. Peck, Comm’dg Dist. of 
North Carolina, New Berne, N.C. 

General: The Commanding General directs that Isaiah 
Respress, ex-Mayor, be arrested, his Tobacco confiscated, and 
both he and his Tobacco sent to these Head Quarters, where 
his case will be adjudicated. I am. Sir, 

Very respectfully. Your obt. Servant, 

By command of Maj. Gen. Butler, 

R. S. D. Major and A.A.G. 
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Testimony of Isaiah Respress 

Washington, N.C., November 1863 [Not in clironological order]] 

Personally appeared before H. S. Olcott, Special' Commissioner 
of the War Department, Isaiah Respress, a native of the 
United States, 58 years of age, residing at Washington, 
N.C., who being duly sworn doth depose and say: 

I AM engaged in no business at present. I was formerly 
Mayor of Washington, N.C. I have traded a good deal to 
the West Indies. My returns have been sometimes in sugar, 
salt, and other products, and sometimes in foreign and Ameri- 
can gold and silver. Last summer I went frequently to New- 
born. While there I was offered a large quantity of Confed- 
erate and North Carolina bills by officers and soldiers, which 
was captured by the Third New York Cavalry on the raid to 
Warsaw and Rockey Mount. 

A private named Horn, in Capt. Jocknicks company in 
the 3rd N. Y. Cavalry, who was acquainted with me, told the 
soldiers that I would purchase the bills, and this was what 
sent them to me, I believe. I concluded to purchase if I could 
buy it at such a rate as would enable me to make a profit on 
the operation. I bought between $20,000, and $30,000 in all, 
at prices ranging from 5 to 10 cents on the dollar. I bought of 
a Corporal or Sergeant $10,000 in one lot in my room at the 
Gaston House. A Lieutenant was with him, and told me the 
money belonged to the other, that he had nothing to do with 
it. The bills were of all denominations from $5’s to lOO’s. 
I do not know the names of either of the men. I don’t think 
I should recognize either if I should see them. I paid the Cor- 
poral (or Sergeant) $1000 in “green backs,” and agreed to 
pay $100 more in case the money should all prove genuine. 

I have never been called upon for the other 100 dollars. 
Another lot of $6000 was purchased for me by Mr. Curry of the 
Gaston House, of a soldier. He gave him my draft on Phila- 
delphia for $300 for the lot, being at the rate of 5 cts. on the 
dollar. I bought another lot of $1,500 from a non-commis- 
sioned officer one day in the sitting-room of the Gaston House. 
There were many persons present. The man made no conceal- 
ment of the transaction. Another lot of $1,000 I bought of a 
merchant named Smith, who does business on Pollock or Cra- 
ven Street, in Newbern. I don’t know where he got it from, 
but suppose he got it as I did from soldiers. I paid the money 
to persons outside our lines to settle my debts. I sent $4,000 

VOL. m— -ii 
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of it to my la'svyers in Richmond, Judge Crump, Nance and 
Williams, ^d to a lawyer at Raleigh named Henry W. Miller. 
Some of the money was invested for me in 3000 lbs. of chewing 
tobacco, which has recently been sent to me from Richmond by 
the underground railroad. I don’t know how it came. I have 
got word from friends outside that cotton and naval stores have 
been engaged for me. I have a permit from the Agent of the 
Treasury Department to send the articles to Beaufort, N.C. 
whenever I can manage to get them through the lines. I 
thought it was better to send the Confederate bills through the 
lines than to keep them inside, for m this case they would be 
withdrawn from circulation and benefit the Confederates. 

In return for one of my ventures to the West Indies, I 
received about $1,100 in Spanish doubloons. I frequently 
carried some of these in my pocket as pocket-pieces. I 
never had more than ten at one time about me, I think. This 
was when I went to Beaufort last summer. I don t recollect 
selling any to officers of cavalry. I may have done so. I 
tTiinlr I sold a few to different persons as pocket-pieces. 

I have had a spell of sickness since the war broke out, which 
has impaired my memory a good deal. It is not near so strong 
as it was three years ago. I bought one lot of $1300 in North 
Carolina hills in Newbern at the rate of 35 cents on the dollar. 
I tTn’nk the trading was done through one of the clerks at the 
Gaston House. This is all that I bought in Newbern, I think. 

Isaiah Resprbss 

Endorsed: Attention is called to the fact that Respress 
replies that he has a permit from Treas. Agent to take property 
through the liues. B. F. B. 


From General Butler 

Head Quarters Dept, Va. & N.C. Fort Monroe, Dec. StSd, 1863 

[Not in chronological order] 

Major Bell 

I EErER to you the papers in the case of Isaiah Respress, 
for buying Confederate Money stolen from our soldiers, Imow- 
ing it to be stolen, and also in buying tobacco, cotton, and 
naval stores with it at Richmond, to be smuggled through our 
lines. The tobacco is here. Make process both against the 
man and the tobacco, punish the one and confiscate the other 

if found guilty. command Maj. Gen. Bhti®r 

H. C. C. Capt & A.D.G. 



LETTEES OF GEN. BENJAMIN P. BUTLER 163 


From General Butler 

Bead Qrs. Dept. Fa. and N.C., Foet Moneob, Nov. i7th, 1863 

Brig. Gen. J. J. Wistae, Comd’g at Yoektown, Va. 

Deae Sie: Your letter to the Asst. A. Gen’l. and the 
endorsement upon my note by the hands of Captain Clarke 
are received. I am very sorry that from the tone of your note 
it is to be inferred that you supposed that some sort of censure 
founded upon the newspaper paragraph was intended for 
you. I assure you that nothing of the sort would be done, 
founded upon such authority. I only followed my invariable 
practice that whenever any complaint is made of the conduct 
of an Officer imder my command, to immediately inform 
him of it and of his accuser, so that the Officer may have an 
opportimity of explanation before any action is taken. This 
is but just. I am glad to see your explanation, which is entirely 
satisfactory, and to learn that you so heartily concur in the 
policy of the Government, and my own with regard to the 
negroes who come under our care. I did not for one moment 
suppose that a pupil of the lamented Baker could intention- 
ally return to his master or mistress a slave boy of tender years. 
There is a much more serious offence involved in the action of 
the Officer who permitted, without leave from Head Quarters, 
the official endorsement to be published as the subject of a 
newspaper paragraph. I have the honor to be. 

Very respectfully, Your obt. servt., 

B. F. Butlee, Maj. Gen. Comd’g. 

From Mrs. Butler to Mrs. Heard 

Fortrebb Monroe, Friday, Nov. i/7th [*63] 

Deae Haeeiet: We returned last Tuesday from a tour 
of North Carolina. You will be ready to exclaim that without 
any justifiable cause I should again dare Hatteras. I was 
weary of the sight of cleaning and furnishing. Blanche was 
teasing to go, the weather is settled and mild, so that I gave 
general orders to the servants what to do for a week, and 
started without more ado. This was Blanche’s first voyage. 
I hoped she would take after her father, and would escape 
seasickness, but she seems to be her mother’s own daughter, 
and droops at the first roll of the vessel. We landed at Beau- 
fort, the same marshy, sunken, sandy look that most southern 
towns have. We did not land that night. In the morning 
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we took the cars for Newbern, thirty miles distant. All the 
remainder of the week we were sailing up the Pamlico and 
Albermarle Sounds, touching at the little towns we have 
taken and fortified at great labour and expense, that are of 
no earthly use but oblige us to feed and take care of the inhab- 
itants. iiittle villages many miles asunder, they were taken 
merely to give 6clat to Gen. Foster. The only place worth 
tgVing was Wilmington, and that we have not got. A de- 
scription of one will answer for all. 

One long street, over-arched with ehns (bare of foliage 
now), short streets crossing it, with tumbled-doTO looking 
buildings on the outskirts, some few good-looking houses 
along the streets; but more a story and a half high, worn 
and ancient, httle yards in front with pretty shrubs, that would 
hide the decay in summer-time and give a look of freshness 
and beauty to these flat, uninteresting places. 

We were at Beaufort, Newbern, Little Washington, Plym- 
outh, Roanoke Island, and out by Hatteras Inlet. You can 
trace it out on the map for the children. North Carolina 
seems to be all water. Mr. Crane will start for Lowell to- 
morrow, and offers to bring anything I may want. If you 
have the dress made I wish you would send it. 

You did not buy the purple cloak; was it gone? The white 
one has not the silk border round the edge that was on the 
one I wish. What did you pay for it? I have not heard a 
word from home but Benny *s dear little letter; it must have 
been great trouble for him to write it out so nicely. He must 
try again, and Paul, too, must send Mother a letter. 

The day has been ramy, a part of it, but very warm. There 
are some roses blooming in the garden. 

Mr. Butler thinks he will go to Washington in a week. If 
he does, I shall take Blanche back to school. We have Barton’s 
book. I fear it is a failure. How would you like to come out 
here with the boys sometime this winter? 

From the Secretary of State 

Department of State, Washington, D.C., Nocertiber 9,7ih, *68 

Eonorable Edwin M. Stanton, Secretary of War 

Sm: I have the honor to communicate a copy of an informal 
Convention concluded on the 23rd inst. between the Secre- 
tary of State of the United States and the Envoy Extraor- 
dinary and Minister Plenepotentiary of His Majesty the 
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Emperor of the French, on the subject of the exportation of 
certain tobacco; and I will thank you to give such orders 
from your Department as may be necessary for its execution. 
I have the honor to be, 

Your obit. Servant, William H. Sbwaed 

iVof?. SOiht 1863 

By direction of the Secy, of War, the within papers are re- 
ferred to Major B. F. Butler, for his information and guid- 
ance so far as they may affect the military authorities of his 

H. W. BLalleck, Oenl.-in-Chief 

Informal Convention between the Secretary of State of the 
United States, and the Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Pleni- 
potentiary of His Majesty the Emperor of the French, on the 
Subject of the Exportation of Certain Tobacco 

Whereas, by an Executive order, bearing date the 10th 
inst., a copy of which is hereunto annexed, the President of 
the United States has authorized the e55)ortation of certain 
tobacco, it is hereby agreed that the exportation of such 
tobacco firm, within limits under blockade, shall be governed 
by regulations consisting of the following articles. 

Article I 

The vessels adapted to the employment shall be neutrals 
exclusively. They shall be French as much as possible, 
although foreign vessels of other nations may be employed 
by the French officers to assist in the operation. 

Article II 

The French Minister engages that the only tobacco to be 
removed is tobacco purchased and paid for prior to the 4th of 
March, 1861, and is m quantity about six or seven thousand 
hogsheads. 

Article III 

For the purpose of preventing any fraud, the charter party 
shall include express mention that the vessels freighted shall 
be under the immediate orders of the Commander of the 
“Tisiphone,” in everything that will bear upon the relations 
and communications to be maintained with the shore, as 
well as for the labor made necessary for loading. Mr. de 
Marivalt will, for this purpose, be authorized to detach on 
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board, if be shall judge it to be necessary, a guard of armed 
men, who shall be victualled under the care of the merchant 
captains, to whom the amount of the rations shall ulteriorly 
be re-imbursed in kind. 

Article IV 

The pilots taken by the merchant vessels ascending to City 
Point, shall, on their arrival, be placed at the disposal of the 
Commander of the “Tisiphone,” who will take measures 
needful to send them back in the same capacity on vessels 
going down, or as passengers on board of flag of truce vessels. 
In that case it will be proper to settle in advance with these 
pilots a compensation which shall be allowed them daily 
during their sojourn on board. It should be arranged that 
said passage shall be effected on the transmission of a pass 
issued by the French Commander. 

Article V 

It shall be formally stipulated in the charter party that 
the vessels ascending or descending James River shall not 
communicate with any one soever save the Federal cruisers, 
to whom they will have to show their clearances, and on their 
departure shall return directly to France, to such port as 
shall have been assigned to them. 

Article VI 

The vessels selected by the Consul of France for account of 
the Imperial Government shall carry whatever be their nation- 
ality from their arrival in the Chesapeake until their depar- 
ture, the French flag at the foremast head. 

Article VII 

The steamer which shall tow the tobacco barges will carry 
the same flag in going to and fro. 

Article Vni 

To accelerate the loading, a gang of forty laborers shall be 
recruited at Norfolk, and placed at the disposal of the Com- 
mander of the “Tisiphone,” who will distribute them among 
the vessels that are loadmg, according to the wants of the hour. 
In case their number should be insufficient, and where it would 
be of advantage to join to them some of the crew of the “Tisi- 
phone,” the parties loadmg shall be held to pay them daily 
wages, on the same footing as to the other laborers. 
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Article IX 

The said laborers, considered as forming part of the effective 
crew of the “Tisiphone,” shall in no case communicate with 
the shore. 

Article X 

The people of the United States and those of some of 
the Southern States having interrupted their relations, and 
the progress of operations requiring that communications be 
opened between the Commander of the “Tisiphone” and New 
York, there shall be conceded from City Point to Portress 
Monroe, and thence to New York, passage by the flag of truce 
to the officers of the Imperial Navy, provided with orders 
from Mr. de Marivalt. 

Article XI 

It is well understood that any intercourse between the 
crews of the vessels and the inhabitants of Virginia is rigor- 
ously interdicted. 

Article XU 

The chartered vessels will take, on leaving New York, 
independently of their ballast and provisions — a quantity of 
staves, or other wood for dunnage necessary for solid stowage 
of their cargo. 

Article XIII 

In case some vessels should not be able from their draught 
of water to get up to City Poiat to load, they will complete 
it by dropping down to Harrison’s Bar, where they shall be 
placed under the control of a French officer. 

AHicle XIV 

The administration of the Custom House at New York 
shall receive from Washington instructions, that the clear- 
ances of the vessels employed be not on its part the subject 
of any difficulty. 

Artide XV 

The vessels chartered by the French Government shall be 
towed, or, as the case may be, convoyed by a French vessel-of- 
war from the mouth of the James River to City Point, and in 
like manner in descending. 

In case where one or several of these vessels shall not find 
a turn at the mouth of the river, and that a steamer is about 
going up, if it can not tow or convoy them itself, it will advise 
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the French Commander of their arrival, so that he may go to 
seek them. 

Two French Gunboats will be detailed to attend to this 
service. 1st — The Corvette “Tisiphone,” Commander de 
Marivalt, 2nd — Gunboat “Grenade,” C. A. Reynaud. 

ArticU XVI 

The time within which the tobacco may be removed in 
pursuance of the privilege granted by the order is five 
months from this date. 

Done at Washington this twenty third day of November, 
William H. Sewai®, Haerie Mercieb 


From President Lincoln 

Executive Mansion, Washingtoii, D.C., November IQth, 1863 

[Not in chronological order] 

In consideration of peculiar circumstances, and pursuant 
to the comity deemed to be due to friendly powers, any tobacco 
in the United States belonging to the Government either of 
France, Austria, or any other state, with which this country 
is at peace, and which tobacco was purchased and paid for by 
such Government prior to the fourth day of March, 1861, 
may be exported from any port of the United States, under 
the supervision and upon the responsibility of naval officers 
of such Governments, and in conformity to such regulations 
as may be prescribed by the Secretary of State of the United 
SUt«, and not othenriae. Abeaham Lincoln 


From General Butler 

Bead Quars. Dept. Va. and N.C., Fort Monroe, Nov. i&th, 1863 

Major General John J. Peck, Comd’g. District of 
North Carolina, Newbern, N.C. 

General: I am instructed by the Commanding General 
to inform you that he has made the following endorsement 
in the case of the schooner “‘Alice L. Webb,” which he sends 
for your information. 

Novemh&r iSih, 1863 

There appears no evidence to convict either Dibble or Bell 
of an intention of running the blockade. But there is strong 
evidence that the schooner was carried over to the enemy. 
But Mr. Dibble is so peculiarly situated with a business partner 
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and brother in the Confederate lines close by him, and is so 
exposed to temptation, that no more permits must be given 
him to trade, nor must he attempt to trade in this Depart- 
ment directly or indirectly, upon the penalty of being sent 
out of the Dept., and confiscation of his goods. 

Bewj. F. Bxjtlek, Maj. Gen. Comd’g. 


From General Butler 

Head Quars, Dept. Va, and N.C. Fort Monroe, Dec. 5th, 1863 

[Not in chronological order] 

Maj. Gen. John J. Peck, Coming District of No. Car., 
Newbern, N.C. 

Generae: The Commanding General directs me to request 

that you will order that James C. Dibble of Newbern has 

thirty days in which to settle up his business therein. The 

Commanding General also desires that you wiU order Dibble 

to turn over to the Agent of the Treasury Department the 

farm which he. Dibble, had undertaken to work. I have, the 

honor to be, tr i . 

Your obi. servant, 

B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comd’g. 


From J. C. Dibble 

New Berne, N.C., December 16th, 1863 [Not in chronological order] 

Major General B. F. Butler 

Sir: Your order issued through Gen. Peck, allowing me 
thirty days from the 9th instant to close up my business and 
leave the department, and commanding me to turn over to 
the Agent of the Treasury, the plantation I “had undertaken 
to work,” was duly received. 

I will state for your information that I was negotiating for 
the renting of a plantation with a gentleman living within our 
lines, and a loyal man, at the time I received your first order, 
but had not consummated a bargain when I left for Fort 
Monroe. 

After my interview with you I abandoned the idea of rent- 
ing, but I have no power to turn it over to any one. 

Immediately after returning from Fortress Monroe, I re- 
duced the price of my goods, and have been sending them off 
about as fast as the force in my employ can handle them. 
My stock, however, is large, and I can dispose of them within 
the time allowed only by making sacrifices which I would 
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gladly avoid. I shall however unless the time is extended dis- 
pose of them at whatever sacrifice. 

It will, however, be entirely beyond my power to settle up 
my business in the time named. I have debts due me at 
nearly every trading point in the Department, so scattered I 
cannot possibly see the parties. Again, I have supplied a 
good many poor citizens and refugees with small amounts to 
enable them to support their families. They can only pay in 
sm all instalments without bringiug distress upon their families, 
which I can not think of doing. 

Under these circumstances, I have to ask permission to 
leave my books and papers with my bookkeeper to close up 
what I may have unsettled at my departure. Under present 
circumstances, nothing could be more congenial to my feelings 
than to leave the Department at once. You may be assured 
I shall lose no time in preparing to leave at the earliest possible 
moment. 

Had you xmderstood the nature and extent of my business, 
I believe you would have named a longer time. In fact, I 
believe the whole proceedings are based upon erroneous 


information. 


Very Respectfully, Your oht. Servant, 


J. C. Dibble 


From J. C. Dibble 

Newbern, N.C., December StSrd, 1863 [Not in chronological order] 

Major General B. F. Bxjxuee 

Sm: I wrote you a few days since asking permission to 
leave my books, papers, and book-keeper to close up any 
unsettled business I might have at my departure. 

It requires my constant personal attention in the disposition 
of my goods, so that I have not nor cannot, until the goods 
are disposed of, give much attention to settlements and col- 
lecting. This branch of the business has been materially 
retarded by indisposition of my book-keeper, who is now too 
unwell to go to the office. My present arrangement is to dis- 
pose of everything in all of next week, but the time intervening 
between that and the 8th Jan. is too short to close up my out- 
standing business. I have important business to settle in dif- 
ferent parts of the Department which require my personal 
attention. ’And, if not inconsistent with the public interest 
and the progress of the war, I would like two weeks additional 
time to devote to settlements and collections exclusively. 
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I have short notice of the “Spaulding’s” sailing, and may not 
have an opportunity of sending this through by Gen. Peck. 

Very respectfully your obt. servant, J. C. Dibble 

Answer. On the 32nd day of January, then, in accordance 
with your request for that extension of time, you will leave 
the department without further application to me. 

B. F. Butlek, Maj. Oen. 

From the Secretary of State 

Department 0 / State, Washington, iStk Nov. 1863 

To Major General B. F. Butlek, Fortkess Monroe, 

Virginia 

General: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 36th instant, relative to the case of James A. Gray, 
and I wiU thank you for more specific information about the 
time that he retired in the south, and whether he had returned 
to England so as to renew his allegiance to Great Britain. I 

am. General, your Obedient Servant, William H. Seward 
From General BuUer 

Eeadquarters, Department Va., & N* Carolina, Fort Monroe, 

November 30^^, 1863 [Not in chronological order] 

Hon. Wm. H. Seward, Sec’y. of State 

Sir: I acknowledge your letter of the 38th inst., contain- 
ing a request for more specific information in relation to 
James A. Gray. 

Gray states, upon his examination, that he had resided in 
Georgia for 15 years, that his wife and family still reside there, 
that he left the South, running the blockade, about the 10th 
of July, that he was captured in returning on board the “Ella 
and Annie” sometime in October, that his purpose was only 
that of a visit, his letters all showing an intention of returning 
to his home in Georgia, where he had property to a very large 
amount. 

Since I wrote the Department, he has had a full hearing 
before my Provost Judge, for whose conduct of the case he 
expressed the highest gratification, and was sentenced to two 
years imprisonment at hard labor in Fort Norfolk for smuggling 
contraband intelligence into the South, a crime which, I sup- 
pose, is one irrespective of nationality. 
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I also enclose for your information a synopsis of the con- 
tents of letters found in his possession. I have the honor 

Very Respectfully, Your obedt. Servt, 

B. F. Butlek, Maj. Gen, Commanding 

From the Secretary of State 

Departmera of State, Washington, U Deer., 1863 
[Not in chronological order] 

Major General B. F. Butler, Fortress Monroe, 

Virginia 

General: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 30th ultimo and its accompaniment, relative to James 
A. Gray, and to thank you for the information thus imparted 
to me. I am, General, 

Your obedient servant, William H. Seward 

From the Secretary of State to General Butler 

State Department, Washington, November ^Bth, 1868 

Sir: I have the honor herewith to enclose an unsealed oflS- 
cial communication addressed by Count Giorgi, the Minister 
Resident of Austria accredited to this Government, to W. 
Hanewinkel, Esq., Austrian Vice-Consul at Richmond. It is 
very important that this communication, which relates to the 
exportation from Virginia of tobacco belonging to the Govern- 
ment of Austria, should reach its destination with the least 
possible delay, & it has been left open in order that the insur- 
gent authorities may examine its contents. 

I will thank you to forward the letter by the first flag of 
truce boat, with such explanations as you may think necessary 
to insure its speedy delivery to Mr. Hanewinkel. I am, Sir, 
Your Obedient Servant, William H. Seward 

From General Butler 

Headquarters, Department of V a., & N, Carolina, Fort Monroe, 

November StQtk, 1863 

The President 

Sir: I send you a copy of the record of the trial and sen- 
tences of privates Leach, Donnelly, and Flynn, who were to be 
executed on Monday. The time for which execution I have 
extended two weeks. The concluding reason with me in the 
cases of Donnelly, and Flynn, to order the execution was that 
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they were substitutes who had received their hire with appar- 
ently a deliberate intention of deserting. In the case of Leach, 
I was also led to approve the sentence because this was the 
second time he had deserted. As after the judgment of the 
Court Martial the cases had lain before General Foster for some 
time for his action, and as he had left them without any 
endorsement, I felt some delicacy in carrying the sentence 
into effect; therefore it is submitted to your judgment. The 
proceedings and findings are correct in point of form. I have 
the honor to be. 

Very respectfully, Your obedient Servant, 

B. F. Butlee, Major General Commdg. 

From General Butler 

Confidential. Foet Moneob, Va., November 29, 1863 

Hon. David Caetek, Washington 
Mt deae Caetee: I am most sorry you did not come down. 
I wanted to see you about the exchange of prisoners. It is a 
matter of vital importance. I am most deeply annoyed by 
the articles in the Herald and Tribune that I am in any way in 
opposition to the Secretary in this matter. I was laboring 
for his benefit. Now, the fact is, that an exchange can be made 
for negro troops and all until you come to the slaves actually 
enlisted from the rebel lines. The exchange of those involves 
a question of property by claimants of their own citizens 
against the Rebel Government, which that body cannot now 
afford to deal with. Therefore Quid, the Rebel Commissioner, 
had to say No when Meredith put the question to him, “would 
he exchange all." I know whereof I affirm, my dear Carter, 
when I say this. So certain am I of this that I am willing to 
risk this guaranty. If the Secretary of War will put at my 
disposal from Point Lookout one thousand or five hundred 
rebel prisoners, and I do not return to him the same number 
of our soldiers prisoners held by the rebels, and some negro 
soldiers or officers too, I will pay from my own pocket to the 
Government the cost of their transportation forward and 
back, provided if I succeed the Secretary will let me go on until 
I am stopped by the refusal of the rebels to exchange. Now, I 
make this to you as a friend of the Secretary — a warm and 
true one, as I know you are, and for the purpose of relieving 
him from an embarrassment before the country brought on 
by the misconceptions and personal feelings of his subordinates. 
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If he could see and understand this question as I do I am sure 
he would agree with me. I am not permitted as a man of 
honor to state to him or to you the grounds of my belief — 
but I do believe. No jot or tittle of the honor of the country 
fall in the transaction. On my head be it if it does. You 
must not show him this note, as it is written for your eyes 
alone. I am anxious to relieve him from the pressure, which 
in my place I see more of than any other, of the condition of 
these prisoners. It is strange, but would the Secretary think 
that my proposition would be put by General Meredith so 
that it should succeed when all his had failed? It was not in 
human nature. 

Mrs. Butler sends regards, and desires to see you and Mrs . 
Carter here. yours truly, B. F. Butlee 


From General Butler 

Telegeam. Eeadqmrtm, Deparimeni of Va. & N, Carolinay Fort Monroe, 

November ^9th, 1863 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, Sec’y. of War 
Aftee carefully examining the subject, I am convinced 
that by offering a small bounty, not exceeding $10.00 per 
man, to colored recruits, that more than the expense can be 
saved in the time of recruiting, and the facilities of getting 
men from the rebel lines. Please authorize the expenditure. 
We have raised a full company of cavalry in three days. The 
1st company of colored cavalry. 

B. F. BtTTLEK, Maj. Gen. Commdg. 

By the Secretary of War 

By Telegraph, Washington, Nov, '63 

To Major General Bxjtlee 

I AM directed by the Secretary of War to say in answer to 
your telegram of this date that you are authorized until 
further orders to pay a bounty not exceeding ten (10) dollars 
per man for colored recruits in your Department. You will 
report the number of recruits to the Provost Marshal Genl., 
who has charge of the fund from which the expenditure will 
be paid, and also to Major Foster, Chief of the Bureau for 
organizing colored troops. 

By order of the Secretary of War 

Jas. a. Haedie, A.A.G. 
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By the Secretary of War 

By Telegraph from Washington, J^ov. 29/63 

To Maf Gent Butler 

The Sec’y of War directs me to inform you that leave to pass 
through the lines of the United States forces requires the sanction 
of this Department, and that the exercise of that power by De- 
partment commanders has been attended with much evil. You 
will not, therefore, give permission to any one to pass the lines, 
or to go or come by flag of truce boat, without the previous per- 
mission of the Secretary of War, and will revoke any permission 
you may have given. ^ ^ 

James A. Haedie, A.A.G. 


By the Secretary of War 

By Telegraph from Washington 7.30 p.m. Nov. SOtk, 1863 

To Maj. Gen. Butler 

The order of yesterday was not intended to prevent you from 
carrying into effect any sentence of expulsion from our liaes of 
persons disloyal or hostile to the Government. It applies only 
to persons who seek voluntarily to cross the lines for their own 
purposes. 

Jas. a. Hardib, A.A.G. 


From the Secretary of War 

War Department, Washington City, November %Cih, 1863 

The Secretary of the Treasury, Washington, D.C. 

Sib: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
communication of the 19th instant, and to state, in reply, 
that the authority heretofore given Major General Foster, 
commanding the Department of Virginia and North Caro- 
lina, is extended to Major General Butler, his successor in 
that command, and that the certificates and requests of that 
officer will be regarded as sufficient authority for shipments 
of goods to points within the Department commanded by 
him. Very Respectfully, Sir, 

Edwin M. Stanton, Secretary of War 


Respectfully forwarded for the information of Major General 
Butler, Commanding Department of Virginia and North 

Carolina. order of the Secretary of War 

E. M. Canbt, Brig. Gen. A.A.G. 
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From General W. F. Smith to General Butler 

Chattanooga, Nov. ZOthy 1863 

Dear General: I received a few days since a very pleas- 
ant letter from Mr. Fay, written long ago, telling me what I 
was very glad to hear, that you were once more called to 
duty, and speaking of your very kind remembrance of my 
rec^uest to be with you when you should be restored to your 
proper place. I am very thankful to you for not forgetting 
me in the matter, and should be glad above all things to join 
you but for a moral obligation I am under to remain mth 
Gen. Grant, who has urgently requested my promotion. 
Though I have small hopes of his success in the matter, yet I 
feel aU the same toward him, and as he has ejcpressed a strong 
wish for me to remain here, I reluctantly give up the chance of 
getting East to remain under him. I trust, however, Gen., 
that a year more may see you selected for a position which 
will demand an iron will and great abilities to bring order out 
of the chaos that will follow the peace, which I trust is now 
near us. We have had a most magnificent victory here over 
Bragg, who was posted in the strongest position I have ever 
seen an army in, and one which he had fortified to his heart’s 
content. Two columns are now moving on Longstreet, and 
if Burnside only holds out there will be little left of the Rebel 
General’s command in three or four days. 

Yours Very Sincerely, Wm. F. Smith 

From General Butler 

Ed. Qmrs. Dept. Va. and N.C., Fort Moneoe, Nov SQth, 1863 

W. S. Clabk, Baltemoee, Md. 

Mt deak Ser: No one can know better than a gentleman 
of your intelligence that the Government of the United States 
does not war on Religion. It is our boast that here all Relig- 
ions are tolerated. The teachings of the Gospel would have 
ended this Rebellion before it began. 

Be assured that you shall have every co-operation on my 
part in sending South such Religious Books and articles of 
pious reverence as you may deem proper. I trust they will 
be received in the same spirit in which they are sent. Let 
them be directed to my care. 

Yours truly, B. F. Bijtlbb, Maj. Gen. Comi'g 
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From General Butler 

Head Quars, Dept, Va. and N.C,, Fort Monroe, Nov. SOth, 1863 

Hon. S. J. Bowdoin and L. H. Chandler, Counsel for J. J. 
WooDBRiDGE, now 'prisoner at Norfolk Jail 
Sirs: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the 
petition of Woodbridge enclosed in your letter to me of to-day. 
I have no doubt an appeal lies to the Civil Government to 
revise the action of the Provost Comt, and it is a power which 
has been frequently exercised by me, and if the facts set forth 
by Woodbridge in his petition were the only ones in which 
Judge Bell acted, the propriety of his action might be ques- 
tioned. But I am informed by the Revenue Officer seizing 
the “Village Belle,” and beheve, that she contained a false 
bulkhead, fitted up with apparatus for concealing contraband 
goods, and especially spirituous liquors, and m which spiritu- 
ous liquors were concealed. I further understand this smug- 
gling is a second offence with Woodbridge. If these facts 
shall appear, and you can ascertain them from your client 
you will advise with him whether he will press his appeal. If 
after such advice you desire it, I will revise the case and give 
such judgment as it warrants. I have the honor to be. 

Very respectfully. Your obdt. servant 

B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comd'g 


From General Butler 


Headquarters, Department Va., & North Carolina, Fortress Monroe, 

December 1st, 1863 

G. V. Fox 

Mt dear Sir: I see by the news from New Orleans that 
my friend, Actg. Master Sturges, of whom I spoke to you, 
who is on board the U. S. Str. “New London,” has captured 
the “Dashing Wave,” going into the Rio Grande. This is the 
blow on which you promised him a Lieutenancy. Please let me 
have the pleasure of communicating to him that he has it. 

Very truly. Yours, B. F. B. 


From General Butler 

Hd. Quars. Dept. Va. and N.C. Fort Monroe, Dec, 1st, 1863 

Brig. Gen. Geo. W. Getty, Comd’g at Portsmouth, Va. 

General: You are directed, whenever Gen. Wild or Gen. 
Barnes for any purpose see fit to send an organized body of 
vox., in — la 
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troops through your lines, to allow them to pass, unless their 
passing will interfere with military operations in your immedi- 
ate command, and ia such case you will report the refusal 
at these Head Quarters. I am. General, 

Very respectfully. Your obt. servant, 

B. P. Butlee, Maj. Gen. Comd’g. 

From Colonel J. W. Shaffer to General Butler 

New Yoek, December 9>nd, 1863 

Deab General: I have had a long interview with the 
Colonel,^ and I believe he is decidedly better; his spirits are 
good, which, you know, is half the battle — he is willing to 
quit aU business and do anything that is thought best. I see 
him again to-day, and I think my trip will do good. 

The pistols for 20th New York cavalry were shipped 16th 
Nov., and delivered to Captain James, Quartermaster, where 
they are now, as I have seen B/L signed by him. There is a 
big ring connected with these gunboats, at the head of which 
is Greeley. Wiard has been in Washington, and came home 
this morning with a flea in his ear, having run against my 
report in the War Office. Graham has shipped carriages, 
launches, etc., for Poster, and has been looking around await- 
ing Wiard’s return. He (Graham) says that the parties here 
talked to him as if there was no doubt about the boats being 
accepted, etc. I should have at once smashed the whole thing, 
but upon reflection I concluded that, all things considered, if 
the boats could be altered, machinery put in the hold, etc., 
and the boats completed in time at a fair price, we had better 
take them. I consequently gave Graham full power to accept 
them, if in his judgment they could be and would be made to 
answer in every respect the purpose for which we needed boats, 
and in good time and at a fair price. If not, he had full power 
to purchase such other boats as in his judgment could be speed- 
ily transformed into gunboats. I told him to show this order 
to Mr. Wiard, and I thought he would have things his own 
way. Graham has, I think, good judgment, and the result of 
my trip will be to change the boats at Wiard’s expense to suit 
us, and give Mr. Greeley to understand that we cannot allow 
the government to be cheated. I return to-night to Washing- 
ton, and will remain there a couple of days unless you telegraph 
me to hurry back. 


1 Andrew Jackson Butler. 



LETTERS OF GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER 179 


Now, General, the more I think about that speech of yours 
the more I incline to the opinion I gave in my last letter. As 
I said, you should however know best what to do. Chase 
has his men hard at work. The Collector of this port is to be 
changed for Opdyke, all that can be is being done to strengthen 
Chase. I will write to-morrow from Washington. 

Truly Your Friend, J. W. Shaffek 

By General Butler 

Head Qrs. Dept. Va. and N.C., Poet Moneoe» Dec. %nd, 1863 

Rex>. Hoeace James, Newbeen, N.C. 

Rev. and Dear Sie: Please send your Requisition for the 
Mill. I will take the course which you suggest. I am satis- 
fied that it is a matter which the United States should furnish, 
and in this Lieut. Col. Biggs, my Quarter Master, agrees with 
me. I observed that you had not enclosed a pass, but I have 
already forwarded you a dozen. 

You will receive my order in a few days in regard to colored 
recruiting and negro affairs, which I wish fully carried out. 

By Command of Maj. Gen. Butler 

H. C. C., Cayt. and A.D.C. 

From Fisher A. Hildreth to General Butler 

Lowell, December drd, 1863 

Dear Butlee: Peter Powers, Esq., called on me last night 
to learn whether some friends of his could probably get per- 
mits to take goods into your Department. I was not pre- 
pared to give him much information about the matter. He 
then told me that Mrs. Moore, a protege of Senator Wilson, 
had a permit from the Secretary of the Treasury to take goods 
down there, establish a saw-mill, take goods from there, and 
do almost anything she pleased. That she had gone to For- 
tress Monroe to see you, that she might get your good wishes 
in the matter, though she already had her authority from 
Secretary Chase. Now, that there is something in this I have 
no doubt. How much I should like to know. That Mr. 
Chase gives permits in other Departments is certain, for the 
Pierce Brothers have a permit from him, or by his authority, 
to do business in Banks’ Department, to take out butter, sugar, 
etc., etc. 

Now, if Mr. Powers’ friends, or others, desire to do business 
in your Department, must they apply to you or to Washington 
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for permits.? How is the privilege of doing business obtained, 
and from whom.® 

Mr. Carlos Pierce, I expect, has gone to see you, probably 
has arrived at the Fortress before this. If he thinks there is 
a fair opening he will try what he can do. He is an honorable 
man, and would not attempt to do anything unauthorized. 

Fishee 

From Colonel J. W. Shaffer to General Butler 

Washington, December Srd, 1863 

Deae Geneeal: I have just returned here from New York 
and find matters here gloomy on account of Meade’s getting 
back to his old quarters. I called on Watson as soon as I 
arrived to see what the news was, he was very much 'out of 
patience with Meade. I told him to send us the troops and we 
would certainly do something; he said he wished to God we 
had them. I am confident Meade will go by the board, and 
there is some talk that Hooker will be brought back. I take 
it that in the change that most likely will be made we can’t 
be any worse off than we are at present. My candidate for 
Speakership will have a very hard road to travel, but I still 
hope we may carry him through. I will see Carter to-night. 
I have a full budget of political news for you, which I will 
reserve until I get home. You have hosts of friends here. 

Your friend, J. W. Shaffee 

From General Butler 

Bead Qrs. Dept Va. and N.C., Foet Monboe, Dec, Srd, 1863 

His Excellency Governor Pieepont, State of Viegunia 

Goveenoe: I have received your letter, in which you offer 
Commissions to Officers of the 1st Colored Cavalry Regiment 
which I am raising. I shall be very happy to recommend com- 
petent persons to you for Commissions, but I am not informed 
of the policy of the Government in that behalf. This is the 
first offer of a Governor of a slave state to Commission Officers 
of a Colored Regiment. I will forward it to Washington. I 
thank you also for your suggestions relating to disloyal per- 
sons doing business. I will see to it that their cases are most 
thoroughly attended to. I have the honor to be. 

Yours truly, B. F. Butlee, Maj. Gen. Comd'g 
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From General Butler 

Headquarters, Department Va., <& N. Carolina, December Srd, 186S 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, Sec’y. of War 

Sir; I take leave to report tibat Governor Pierpont has 
kindly offered to commission the officers of the 1st Colored 
Cavalry, and to select such men as I would recommend. I 
applied a few days since to the Department for power to 
appoint officers of such regiments as I should raise, and issue 
Provisional Commissions in the manner it was done in Louisi- 
ana by myself and General Banks. To that application I 
have received no reply. I am opposed to the policy of allow- 
iug Governors of States to have anything to do with the colored 
troops, as well as white ones. 

I have believed it was best that the forces of the United 
States should be U. S. Troops, not New York, Massachusetts, 
or Pennsylvania troops. You may remember that it was on 
this point I had some trouble with my now very good friend. 
Governor Andrew. I should think it best that the President 
should commission all officers of colored troops, and if the 
rapidity of recruitment should throw a press of business upon 
the Adj. Gen’l’s Office, Provisional Commissions could be 
issued by Commanders of Departments until the averages 
could be brought up. I particularly request that no more pro- 
motions to officers in colored troops in this Department should 
be made without prior information from these Head Quarters, 
as an order for promotion has already come down here for 
promotion of a man who is in the guardhouse for drunkeness 
and desertion, and he desires me to let him out for the purpose 
of taln'ng his commission, with the pronodse that he will not do 
so again. 

I am happy to report that the recruiting of colored troops 
is going on very successfully. I have the honor to be. 

Very respectfully, Yr. Obdi. Servt, 

B. F. Butler, Major General Commanding 

From F. Morton to General BuUer 

Norfolk, December ^th, 1863 

Dear Sir : You are fully aware that the safety of the citi- 
zens of Norfolk and Portsmouth are wholly devolved upon 
yourself, and that we as a people look to you for succor in this 
time of need. It is very evident that the negroes intend to 
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war with the helpless women and children of these two 
cities, and that very early. They say there is not white soldiers 
enough to put them down (and such you know is the case). 
Do, Gen., attend to this matter, and send them away as fast 
as possible, to avoid farther trouble. We have become a 
loyal people, and will look to our Government for protection. 

Very respectfully yours, F. Mokxon 

From, General Butler 

December 6tk, 1863 

F. Morton 

If you do not die until the negroes hurt you, if you behave 
yourself, you will live forever. 

Respectfully, Benj. F. Butler 

From General Butler 

Headquarters, Department of Va., (Sc N. Carolina, Fort Monroe, 

December Mh, 1863 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, Sec’y. of War 
Sm: I beg leave to call your attention to a marked portion 
of the article, upon exchange of prisoners, in the Richmond 
Enquirer of Dec. 2nd. You will see by it that I was at least 
right upon the point that the exchange of colored troops is 
not the matter of controversy which prevents the exchange 
of prisoners. And if it were possible to have a personal con- 
ference with the Secretary, it would be easy to convince him 
that an exchange of prisoners is possible, with honor to our- 
selves and protection to our colored troops. I have the honor 

Very Respectfully, Yr. Obdt. Sent., 

B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Commdg. 

From General Butler 

Bead Quars. Dept. Va. and N.C., Fobt Monboe, Dec. Sth, 186S 

Brig. Gen. Slough, Comd’g at Alexandria 
General: I send you enclosed a letter signed by Miss 
Jennie Small. The envelope is adapted to smuggling infor- 
mation. In it are certain indications which may lead you to 
trace the writer. I also enclose you a letter directed to Miss 
Jennie Small, post-marked Fort Monroe. Now, if you will 
have the letter put in the Post Office at Alexandria, and your 
detective watch for the person who calls for it, you may be 



LETTERS OF GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER 183 


able to arrest ber. Please return tbe contraband letter to me. 

I have the honor to be, rr i. 

Your obi. servant, 

B. F. Butlbk, Maj. Gen. Comd’g. 


By General Butler 

Hdgrs. Eighteenth Army Corps, Dept of Virginia and North Carolina, Fort 

Monroe, Va., December 5, 1863 

General Orders No. 46 

The recruitment of colored troops has become the settled 
purpose of the Government. It is therefore the duty of every 
officer and soldier to aid in carrying out that purpose, by every 
proper means, irrespective of personal predilection. To do 
this effectually the former condition of the blacks, their change 
of relation, the new rights acquired by them, the new obliga- 
tions imposed upon them, the duty of the Government to them, 
the great stake they have in the war, and the claims their 
ignorance and the helplessness of their women and children 
make upon each of us who hold a higher grade in social and 
political life, must all be carefully considered. 

It will also be taken into account that the colored soldiers 
have none of the machinery of “State aid” for the support 
of their families while fighting our battles, so liberally pro- 
vided for the white soldiers, nor the generous bounties given 
by the State and National Governments in the loyal States, 
although this last is far more than compensated to the black 
man by the great boon awarded to him, the result of the war 
— freedom for himself and his race forever! 

To deal with these several aspects of this subject so that as 
few of the negroes as possible shall become chargeable either 
upon the bounty of Government or the charities of the benevo- 
lent, and at the same time to do justice to those who shall 
enlist, to encourage enlistment, and to cause all capable of 
working to employ themselves for their support and that of 
their families, either in arms or other service, and that the 
rights of negroes and the Government may both be protected, 
it is ordered: 

I. In this department, after the 1st day of December, 
instant, and until otherwise ordered, every able-bodied colored 
man who shall enlist and be mustered into the service of the 
United States for three years or during the war shall be paid 
as bounty, to supply his immediate wants, the sum of $10. 
And it shall be the duty of each mustering officer to return to 
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these headquarters duplicate rolls of recruits so enlisted and 
mustered into the service on the 10th, 20th, and last days of 
each month, so that the boimty may be promptly paid and 
accounted for. 

n. To the f amil y of each colored soldier so enlisted and 
mustered, so long as he shall remain in the service and behave 
weU, shall be furnished suitable subsistence, xmder the direc- 
tion of the superintendents of negro affairs or their assistants; 
and each soldier shall be furnished with a certificate of sub- 
sistence for his family as soon as he is mustered; and any 
soldier deserting, or whose pay and allowances are forfeited 
by court-martial, shall be reported by his captain to the 
superintendent of the district where his family lives, and the 
subsistence may be stopped, provided that such subsistence 
shall he continued for at least six months to the family of any 
colored soldier who shall die in the service by disease, wounds, 
or battle. 

m. Every enlisted colored man shall have the same uni- 
form, clothing, arms, equipments, camp equipage, rations, 
medical and hospital treatment as are furnished to the U. S. 
soldiers of a like arm of the service, unless, upon request, 
some modification thereof shall be granted from these head- 
quarters. 

IV. The pay of the colored soldiers shall be $10 per month, 
$3 of which may be retamed for clothing. But the non- 
commissioned officers, whether colored or white, shall have 
the same addition to their pay as other non-commissioned 
officers. It is, however, hoped and believed by the com- 
mandmg general that Congress, as an act of justice, will in- 
crease the pay of the colored troops to a uniform rate with 
other troops of the United States. He can see no reason 
why a colored soldier should be asked to fight upon less pay 
than any other. The colored man fills an equal space in ranks 
while he lives, and an equal grave when he falls. 

V. It appears by returns from the several recruiting officers 
that enlistments are discouraged, and the Government is 
competing against itself, because of the payment of sums 
larger than the pay of the colored soldiers to the colored 
employes in the several staff departments, and that, too, 
while the charities of the Government and individuals are 
supporting the families of the laborer. It is further ordered. 
That no officer or other person on behalf of the Government, 
or to be paid by the Government, on land in this department. 
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stall employ or hire any colored man for a greater rate of 
wages than $10 per month, or the pay of a colored soldier and 
rations, or $15 per month without rations, except that me- 
chanics and skilled laborers may be employed at other rates, 
regard being had, however, to the pay of the soldier in fixing 
such rates. 

VI. The best use during the war for an able-bodied colored 
man, as well for himself as the country, is to be a soldier: 
It is therefore further ordered, That no colored man, between 
the ages of eighteen and forty-five, who can pass the smgeon’s 
examination for a soldier, shall be employed on land by any 
person in behalf of the Government (mechanics and skilled 
laborers alone excepted). And it shall be the duty of each 
officer or other person employing colored labor in this depart- 
ment, to be paid by or on behalf of the Government, to cause 
each laborer to be examined by the surgeons detailed to 
examine colored recruits, who shall furnish the laborer with a 
certificate of disability or ability, as the case may be, and 
after the 1st day of January next no employment rolls of 
colored laborers will be certified or passed at these head- 
quarters wherein this order has not been complied with, 
and are not vouched for by such certificate of disability of 
the employes. And whenever hereafter a colored employe 
of the Government shall not be paid within sixty days after 
his wages shall become due and payable, the officer or other 
person having the funds to make such payment shall be 
dismissed the service, subject to the approval of the President. 

VII. Promptness of payment of labor, and the facilities 
furnished by the Government and the benevolent, will enable 
colored laborers in the service of the Government to be sup- 
ported from the proceeds of their labor; therefore no subsist- 
ence will be furnished to the families of those employed by 
the Government at labor, but the superintendent of negro 
affairs may issue subsistence to those so employed and charge 
the amount against their wages, and furnish the officer in 
charge of payment of such laborers with the amounts so 
issued, on the first day of each month, or be himself charge- 
able with the amount so issued. 

VIII. Political freedom rightly defined is liberty to work, 
and to be protected in the full enjoyment of the fruits of 
labor; and no one with ability to work should enjoy the fruits 
of another’s labor, therefore no subsistence will be permitted 
to any negro or his family, with whom he lives, who is able to 
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work and does not work. It is, tkerefore, the duty of the 
superintendent of negro affairs to furnish employment to all 
the negroes able to labor, and see that their families are sup- 
plied with the necessaries of life. Any negro who refuses 
to work when able, and neglects his family, will be arrested 
and reported to these headquarters to be sent to labor on the 
fortifications, where he will be made to work. No negro will 
be required to labor on the Sabbath unless upon the most 
urgent necessity. 

IX. The commanding general is informed that officers 
and soldiers in the department have, by impressment and 
force, compelled the labor of negroes, sometimes for private 
use, and often without any imperative necessity. 

Negroes have rights so long as they fulfill their duties: 
Therefore it is ordered. That no officer or soldier shall impress 
or force to labor for any private purpose whatever any negro; 
and negro labor shall not be impressed or forced for any 
public purpose unless under orders from these headquarters, 
or because of imperative military necessity, and where the 
labor of white citizens would be compelled if present. And 
any orders of any officer compelling any labor by negroes or 
white citizens shall forthwith be reported to these head- 
quarters, and the reasons which called for the necessity for 
such order be fully set forth. 

In case of a necessity compelling negro or white labor for 
the purpose of building fortifications, bridges, roads, or aiding 
transportation or other military purpose, it shall be the duty 
of the superintendent of negroes in that district to cause 
employment rolls to be made of those so compelled to labor, 
and to present said rolls as soon as the necessity ceases to the 
assistant quartermaster of the district that the laborers may 
be paid; and the superintendent shall see that those that 
labor shall have proper subsistence, and may draw from the 
commissary of subsistence rations therefor. Any officer 
offending willfully against the provisions of this order will be 
dismissed the service, subject to the approval of the President. 

And no negro shall be impressed into military service of the 
United States except under orders from these headquarters — 
by a draft which shall equally apply to the white and colored 
citizen. 

X. The theory upon which negroes are received into the 
Union lines and employed, either as laborers or soldiers, is 
that every negro able to work who leaves the rebel lines 
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diminishes by so much the producing power of the rebellion 
to supply itseh with food and labor necessary to be done 
outside of military operations to sustain its armies, and the 
United States thereby gains either a soldier or a producer. 
Women and children are received because it would be mani- 
festly iniquitous and imjust to take the husband and father 
and leave the wife and child to ill-treatment and starvation. 
Women and children are also received when unaccompanied 
by the husband and father, because the negro has the domestic 
affections in as strong a degree as the white man, and however 
far South his master may drive him he will sooner or later 
return to his family. 

Therefore it is ordered. That every officer and soldier of 
this command shall aid by every means in his power the 
coming of all colored people within the Union lines; that all 
officers commanding expeditions and raids shall bring in with 
them all the negroes possible, affording them transportation, 
aid, protection, and encouragement. Any officer bringing or 
admitting negroes within his lines shall forthwith report the 
same to the superintendent of negro affairs within his district 
so they may be cared for and protected, enlisted, or set to 
work. Any officer, soldier, or citizen who shall dissuade, 
hinder, prevent, or endeavor to prevent or hinder any negro 
from coming within the Union lines; or shall dissuade, hinder, 
prevent, or endeavor to prevent or hinder any negro from 
enlisting; or who shall insult, abuse, ridicule, or interfere 
with, for the purpose of casting ridicule or contempt upon 
colored troops or individual soldiers, because they are colored, 
shall be deemed to be and held liable under the several acts 
of Congress applicable to this subject, and be punished with 
military severity for obstructing recruiting. 

XI. In consideration of the ignorance and helplessness 
of the negroes, arising from the condition in which they have 
been heretofore held, it becomes necessary that the Govern- 
ment should exercise more and peculiar care and protection 
over them than over its white citizens, accustomed to self- 
control and self-support, so that their sustenance may be 
assured, their rights .respected, their helplessness protected, 
and their wrongs redressed; and that there be one system of 
management of negro affairs: It is ordered, that Lieut. Col. 
J. Burnham Kinsman, aide-de-camp, be detailed at these 
headquarters as general superintendent of negro affairs in 
this department, to whom all reports and communications 



188 LETTERS OF GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER 


relating ttereto, required to be sent to these headquarters, 
shall be addressed. He shall have a general superintendence 
over all the colored people of this department; and all other 
superintendents of negro affairs shall report to Lieutenant- 
Colonel Kinsman, who is acting for the commanding general 
in this behalf. 

All the territory of Virginia south of the James River shall 
be under the superintendence of Capt. Orlando Brown, assist- 
ant quartermaster. All the territory north of James River 
shall be under the superintendence of Capt. Charles B. Wilder, 
assistant quartermaster. The District of North Carolina 
sTia.]] be under the superintendence of the Rev. Horace James, 
chaplain. 

Each superintendent shall have the power to select and 
appoint such assistant superintendents for such sub-districts 
in his district as may be necessary, to be approved by the 
commanding general, such appointments to be confirmed by 
the commanding general. 

The pay of such assistant, if a civilian, shall in no case 
exceed the pay of a first-class clerk n the Quartermaster’s 
Department. 

It shall be the duty of each superintendent, xmder the 
direction of the general superintendent, to take care of the 
colored inhabitants of his district, not slaves, under the actual 
control of a loyal master in his district (and in all questions 
arising as to freedom or slavery of any colored person, the 
presumption shall be that the man, woman, or child is free 
or has claimed protection of the military authorities of the 
United States, which entitles the claimant to freedom); to 
cause an accurate census to be taken of colored inhabitants 
in his district and their employments; to cause all to be 
provided with necessary shelter, clothing, food, and medicines; 
to see that all able to work shall have some employment, and 
that such employment shall be industriously pursued; to see 
that in all contracts for labor or other things made by the 
negroes with white persons the negro is not defrauded, and 
to annul all contracts made by the negro which are unconscion- 
able and injurious, and that such contracts as are fulfilled by 
the negro shall be paid; to take charge of all lands and all 
property allotted, turned over, or given to the use of the 
negro, whether by Government or by charity; to keep accurate 
accounts of the same and of all expenditure; to audit all 
accounts of the negroes against Government, and to have 
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all proper allowances made as well to the negro as the Govern- 
ment ; and to have all claims put in train for payment by the 
Government; to keep accurate accounts of aU expenses of 
the negro to the Government, and of his earnings for the 
Government; to see that the negroes who have wrought on 
land furnished by the Government on shares shall have their 
just portion, and to aid in disposing of the same for the best 
good of the negro and Government; to make quarterly returns 
and exhibits of all accounts of matters committed to them; 
and to hold aU moneys arising from the surplus earnings 
of the negro over the expenditures by the United States, for 
the use and benefit of the negroes, imder orders from these 
headquarters. 

XII. It appearing to the commanding general that some 
of the labor done by the negroes in this department remains 
unpaid — some for the space of more than two years, although 
contracts were duly made by the proper officers of the Govern- 
ment for the payment thereof — whereby the faith of the 
negro in the justice of the Government is impaired and the 
trust in its protection is weakened: It is ordered. That each 
superintendent shall be a commissioner, to audit all such 
accounts, procure evidence of their validity, make out accurate 
pay-rolls and return the same, so that they may be presented 
for adjustment to the proper Departments: Provided, however. 
That no sale of any such claim against the Government shall 
be valid, and no payment shall be made of any such claim 
except in hand to the person actually earning it — if he is 
within this department — or to his legal representative, if 
the person earning it be deceased. 

Xni. Religious, benevolent, and humane persons have 
come into this department for the charitable purpose of 
giving to the negroes secular and religious instructions; and 
this, too, without any adequate pay or material reward. 
It is therefore ordered. That every officer and soldier shall 
treat all such persons with the utmost respect; shall aid them 
by all proper means in their laudable avocations; and that 
transportation be furnished them whenever it may be necessary 
in pursuit of their business. 

XIV. As it is necessary to preserve uniformity of system, 
and that information shall be had as to the needs and the 
supplies for the negro; and as certain authorizations are had 
to raise troops in the department, a practice has grown up of 
corresponding directly with the War and other Departments 
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of the Government, to the manifest injury of the service: It 
is therefore ordered, That all correspondence in relation to 
the raising or recruitment of colored troops, and relating to 
the care and control of the negroes in this department, with 
any official organized body or society, or any Department or 
Bureau of the Government, must be transmitted through 
these headquarters, as by regulation all other military cor- 
respondence is required to be done. 

XV. Courts-martial and courts of inquiry in relation to 
all offenses committed by or against any of the colored troops, 
or any person in the service of the United States connected 
with the care, or serving with the colored troops, shall have 
a majority of its members composed of officers in command 
of colored troops, when such can be detailed without manifest 
injury to the service. 

All offenses by citizens against the negroes, or by the negroes 
against citizens — except of a high and aggravated nature — 
shall be heard and tried before the provost court. 

XVI. This order shall be published and furnished to each 
regiment and detached post within the department — a copy 
for every commanding officer thereof — and every com- 
mander of a company, or detachment less than a company, 
shall cause the same to be read once, at least, to his company 
or detachment; and this order shall be printed for the informa- 
tion of the citizens, once at least, in each newspaper published 
in the department. 

By command of Majok Genekal Butler 
R. S. Davis, Major and Assistant Adjutant-General 

War of the Rebellion, OiOScial Records, Series III, Vol. 3, pp. 1139-1144. 


From Henry C. Deming to General Butler 

Private. Washington City, December 6th, 1863 

Mt dear General: It was my fuU purpose to visit you 
at Fort Monroe upon my arrival at Baltimore upon Friday 
last, but I found a telegram there informing me that Ethe- 
ridge, the copperhead clerk of the last house, had interposed 
such captious objections to the credentials of the Connecticut 
members-elect, that it would be necessary for me to be in 
Washington forthwith if I wished to participate in the organ- 
ization of the house. 

I have no doubt that there is a conspiracy upon the part 
of this treacherous officer to omit the name of Union members 
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from the roll, and thus give the offices of the house to the 
Democrats. Thanks to the telegram, I have been enabled to 
summon our Secretary of State to Washington, and to correct 
the alleged informalities in the commissions of our delegation, 
but Minnesota, California, and Kansas are beyond its reach 
in season for this emergency, and the members from these 
states will be excluded from voting for Speaker by the tech- 
nicality assumed by the clerk. 

My purpose in writing now is to say that if the matters 
upon which you wished to see me have not become obsolete 
by this delay, I will come down to your Head Quarters as 
soon as these questions of organization are settled. In the 
event of my coming, I should be happy to bring with me my 
colleague, Mr. Brandegee, who is anxious to form your 
acquaintance. 

With my most respectful compliments to Mrs. Butler, in 
which Mb’S. Deming unites, I am 

Very truly and respectfully your friend, 

Henry C. Deming 

From General Butler 

My dear Deming: To see and converse with you is never 
obsolete. Come as soon as you can, and bring your colleague 
with you. You can leave Washington at 3 o’clock and be at 
Fortress Monroe before breakfast, leaving Fortress Monroe 
at 5 o’clock if business presses you. Get to Washington at 
10 A.M. 

Perhaps Mrs. Deming will come with you, and see Mrs. 

Fours Truly, B. F. B. 

From Hiram Barney 

Custom House, New York, Collector's Office, December 7th, 1863 

Major General Butler, Fortress Monroe 

My dear General: In familiar conversations with General 
McDowell at his own house and mine, when he was last in the 
city, we discussed the merits of operations in North Carolina 
with maps in hand. I mentioned, as well as I could recollect, 
what I said in my letter to you in relation to a conversa- 
tion which I had with him while coming from Washington. 
He expressed some concern lest his opinions on the policy of 
attempting much in North Carolina, while Lee remained with 
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his army in Virginia, should be misunderstood — and after 
we parted I received the enclosed letter from him. 

I do not see much in it which is at variance with what I 
wrote you — excepting perhaps less inclination than I thought 
he had to work in that Department. His idea that we ought 
to go against the armies instead of the rebels is a military one 
which I suppose no one would dispute. I think it fair, how- 
ever, to us all that McDowell’s letter should go to you. I am 

Faithfully, Yours, 

Hieam Barney 

From General Butler to Hiram Barney 

Dec. 11, 186S 

I HAVE telegraphed Major General McDowell to come and 
spend Sunday with me, to talk over state of the country and 
see if we can get together. Thanking you for your kindness 
and suggestions, I am ^ ^ 

Enclosure referred to in Foregoing Letter 

Sunday Eoening, December, 1863 

My dear Mr. Barney: In view of what you inform me 
you have written to General Butler, I fear he may be under 
some misapprehension as to my views and wishes in the 
matter of serving in his department. 

What I said to the Secretary was, if the service in the 
department of Virginia and North Carolina was the best he 
could do for me, to send me there; but that I had from the 
first been uniformly opposed to all operations on the coast 
except what was barely necessary to aid in enforcing the block- 
ade. That to be a mere commandant of coast guard was not 
attractive to me, and to have more force than what would be 
necessary for this puipose was and had always been against 
my judgment. 

I said that the closing of Wilmington was the only opera- 
tion I thought this department offered, and that this would 
require a large force, larger than I could see would, or could, 
be furnished. 

You were right in saying I have a great respect for General 
Butler’s high qualities and abilities, and a sincere sympathy 
for him in all his operations, but I think he will be glad to 
know my antecedents and my present opinions with respect 
to the operations in the district he commands. 
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If you tlimk General Butler may have received an impres- 
sion at variance with the foregoing, I think it would be well 
to inform him, for I have a horror of being in a false position. 

I regret the papers, containing the opinions I have hereto- 
fore submitted in relation to operations south of the Rappa- 
hannock, are mislaid, and that I cannot show them to you 
to-night. I wiU do so as soon as they come light. 

Please make my excuses to the young ladies and believe me. 
Yours sincerely and truly, Jm McDowell 

From General Butler 

’Headquarters, Department Va. d N. Carolina, Fort Monroe, 

December '1th, 1863 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, SeFy. of War 

Sie: I was informed, upon the return of the flag of truce 
boat from Richmond, that the small-pox had broken out 
among our prisoners there as it has among our negroes here. 
We are beginning to get it under here. The flag of truce boat 
is able to return to-day, and there seeming to be an immedi- 
ate exigency, I have deemed it expedient to send the enclosed 
note to the rebel Commissioner of Exchange, which will explain 
itself. 

The telegraph not working between here and Washington 
any faster than the mail, I could not communicate with you 
before sending. I trust my action in the premises will be 
approved. I have the honor to be. 

Very Respy., B. F. Btttlee, Maj. Gen. Commdg. 

From the Secretary of War 

War Department^ Washington Citt, Dec. 1863 
[Not in chronological order] 

Maj. -Gen. B. F. Butleh, Commanding, etc., 

Foeteess Moneoe, Va. 

Geneeal; I am directed by the Secretary of War to inform 
you that your action in regard to supplying vaccine matter 
for the use of the Union prisoners at Richmond is approved 
by this department. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Jas. a. Haedie, Assistant Adjidant-General 


VOL. Ill — IJ 
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From Mrs. Butler to Paul Butler 

Forteess Monroe, Dec, Kth, [1863] 


Deak Patjl: I am sure you want to see me this cold night, 
as earnestly as I desire to look at you. I fancy you are all at 
the table in the library, talking, drawing and reading, or 
knitting little mats with gay-colored worsted. 

We are not very lively. Blanche is writing to Florence while 
I am writing to you. The walls of the Fortress shut us in like 
a prison; and it is gray and cold as December, so cold we have 
not been out these two days. I think if you were here we 
should be a little gayer. Day before yesterday we went 
over to Norfolk, and came home worried to death. Norfolk 
is an old town, the buildings mostly of brick, the pavements 
uneven and broken, we were sadly jolted and shook riding 
over them. We went through the town and out to see the 
fortification, then crossed the ferry to Portsmouth, and went 
all through the Gosport Navy Yard. The rebels tried to 
destroy it, but the docks were so splendidly built of stone and 
solid masonry, the buildings of brick and iron, that they could 
neither ■ bum or blast them altogether, but they injured a 
great deal that will take a long time to repair. Blanche looked 
on every side for a mocking-bird. We found two in a cage, 
hanging in the door of a house on the outskirts of the town. 
The owner said they would sell one, but we concluded to be 
sure of a fine singer and look further. 

What is the reason Harriet does not write.^ We have not 
had a line from her since we left home five weeks or more ago. 
If any one is coming, send that piece of brown - braid for 
Blanche’s dress, to bind where the buttons have cut. You 
must make out a letter, Paul, but do not work too hard at it. 


A few lines will answer to tell me what you are doing and how 


much you love me. 


Affectionately, Mothek 


From General Butler 

Ed. Quars. Dept Va, and N.C,, Fort Monroe, Dec, 7ih, 1863 

Brig. Gen. Geo. W. Gettv, Comd’g Division, 

Portsmouth, Va. 

General: The Commanding General directs that you send 
a Section of Battery and a Squadron of Cavalry, under the 
charge of an energetic Officer, to Elizabeth City, to report to 
Brig. Gen. E. A. Wild, and ask that you carefully watch the 
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movements in that direction. I send you Gen. Wild’s letter 
and Oen. Barnes’s letter to these Head Quarters for your infor- 
mation. I am, General, 

Most respectfully, Your obt. servant 


From General Butler 


Bead Quars. Dejit. Va. and N . C.y Fobt Moneoe, Dec. 7ih, 18C3 

His Excellency Governor Andrew, State of Massachusetts 

Governor : My attention has been called to General Order 
No. 28, Series 1862, of the Executive of Massachusetts, under 
these circumstances. 

That Order provides that recruits enlisting in three years’ 
regiments will be discharged whenever their regiments are 
mustered out of the service. Now, the 23rd Reg. was mustered 
into service taking date Sept. 28th, 1861, of course to be mus- 
tered out Sept. 28th, 1864. In the smnmer of ’62 large numbers 
of recruits joined the regiment, as they claim under said Order 
No. 28. They now claim that they are to be mustered out with 
the regiment, having less than a year to serve, and that there- 
fore if they re-enlist they are entitled to the bounties of three 
years’ men, having less than a year to serve. As the question 
involves one of the Orders issued from your Head Quarters, I 
have determined to submit it for your advice before I ask direc- 
tion of the War Department. I send enclosed a copy of the 
Order furnished me, which please return. Awaiting reply. I 


have the honor to be, 


Fowr obt. servant, 


B. F. Bxjtler, Maj. Gen. Comd’g 


From General Butler 

Head Quars. Dejft. Va. and N.C. Fort Monroe, Dec. Sth, 186$ 

Brig. Gen. Geo. W. Getty, Comd’g Division 
Portsmouth, Va. 

General: Your communication is just received. The 
Commanding General instructs me to say that hereafter no 
movements of troops will be made through your lines without 
information being furnished you. The Commanding General 
believes that suflScient supplies have been forwarded to Eliza- 
beth City for the present: but should you learn that supplies 
are needed you will forward them. This movement was made 
for a temporary purpose, and will probably soon return. I am. 

General, Very respectfully. Your obdt. servant, 
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From General Butler 

Dec. 9. 1863 

Col. James B, Fey, Provost Marshal, General 
I FORWAEDED to you a requisition for twenty-thousand 
(20,000) to pay the bounty to the colored troops. I have 
heard nothing of it since. 

For want of it, my pledge to the troops is failing, and recruit- 
ing is hindered. Please send me the money or inform me why 

it cannot be sent. Butler, Major Gen. Comdg. 


From the Secretary of State 

Department of State, Washingtoit, December 9tk, 1863 

Gen. Butler, Fortress Monroe 
Sir: I have the honor, at the request of Baron von Gerolt, 
the Minis ter of Prussia accredited to this Government, to 
enclose herewith a sealed communication addressed by him 
to Mr. Wm. Hanewinkel, Vice-Consul of Prussia, at Rich- 
mond, Virginia, which he desires may be forwarded to its 
destination by the first flag of truce boat. I will thank you to 
cause the Baron’s wish to be complied with. I am. Sir, 

Your obedient servant, William H. Seward 


From General Butler 

Bead Quars. Dept. Va. and N.C., Foet Moneoe, Deo. 9th, 1863 
Mr. Heaton, Supervising Special Agent, Treasury Department 
Sir: By examining the form of oath which you administer 
in North Carolina, you will see that it does not conform to 
the Treasury Regulations, the most important word being 
left out, to wit “Loyal.” You require the applicant to say 
that he is in all respects “true”: the Treasury Regulations 
require him to say that he is in all respects “loyal and true.” 
Loyalty is all we want. I have the honor to be, 

Very respectfully. Your dbt. servant, 

B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comd’g, 

From Robert Dale Owen to General Butler 

Office of the American Freedmen^s Inquiry Com., No. 2nd Ave., 
comer of East 9th St, Nw York, December lOth, 1863 

My dear Sir: Yesterday Dr. Howe and myself returned 
from an expedition into Kentucky, Tennessee, and Missouri; 
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and to-day our colleague, Col. McKaye, read to our Commis- 
sioner your General Order No. 46 of date Dec. Sth. 

I am instructed by tbe Commission to express to you the 
unqualified pleasure and satisfaction whicb its appearance has 
afforded us. Disappointed as we have been that the Secre- 
tary of War, though he expressed to us in general terms his 
approval of the plan of organization proposed in our pre- 
liminary report, over-run probably by other business, has not 
authorized us to carry it out, we should be reconciled to its 
postponement did but the other Generals, commanding in 
the Department where refugee freedmen are found, adopt for 
their protection and improvement a system so comprehensive 
at once and so effective as that which you have embodied in 
your order. It will contribute more than any other similar 
document issued since the commencement of the war to the 
solution of one of the hardest problems that has arisen in the 
course of it. 

May I ask that you will kindly cause to be sent to us (address 
as above) twelve copies, if you can spare them, of the order 
in question .f' 

In case you should see fit to place them in the hands of your 
Supermtendents, we send you a few copies of our report. I 


am, my dear Sir, 


Faithfully Yours, Robeet Dai^e Owen ^ 


From General Butler 

Head Quarters, Dept. Va. and N.C., Fort Monroe, Dec. IStk, 1863 

[Not in chronological order] 

Robert Dale Owen, Chairman of American Freedmen' s 

Inquiry Association 

Mt dear Sir: I thank you for your too flattering commen- 
dation of my Order. My only hope was that it might add 
something to the rights of the negroes, their employment, 
their control and recruitment. That it has given satisfaction 
to the Committee, and yourself, is its highest praise. 

According to your request I take leave to send you enclosed 
herewith twenty copies. If more are needed they can be 
easily furnished. Believe me, 

Yours truly, B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comd’g. 

^ Robert Dale Owen, Representative from Indiana, Minister to Italy in Pierce’s 
Administration. — Editor. 
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From H. S. Olcott 

Office of the Special Commissioner of ike War Department, 93 Franklin Street, 

New Yore, December lOtk, 1863 

Major General B. F. Btjtler, Comdg. Deft, of Va. and N. C. 

General: If I had had anything favorable to report rela- 
tive to the commission with which you charged me, — the 
proposition to Secretary Stanton through Mr. Watson, — you 
would have heard from me a week ago. But the fact is, I 
found Mr. Watson so crowded with business that he could not 
even read my brief of the Hunt case, nor give me a half hour 
to talk about it. He said that he was satisfied to take what- 
ever action I recommended — and so he did. I rapidly stated 
your views respecting our prisoners and the proper cause to 
ensure their relief. He said he and the Secretary thought dif- 
ferently; that our men could do no better service to the 
country than to lie in Richmond; for, practically, they are 
keeping 40,000 to 50,000 rebel soldiers hors du combat; and, 
further, that you were in error in supposing that the proposi- 
tion came from our side to exchange all for all. Something 
more of an irrelevant nature was said, but it is not worth while 
to repeat it; the main point is that Mr. Watson does not wish 
to interfere in the matter. 

I pray you to accept my hearty congratulations for the issue 
of order about negroes. It places you where you deserve to 
be — as a deep-thinking, practical statesman. We have had 
orders upon orders, treatises, speeches, letters, and debates 
from all our publicists; but the great question of the day 
has never been so boldly, dexterously handled before. 

Will you please say to Major Bell that the Dept, take so 
much interest in the Hunt case that they want me to go to 
Fort Monroe, when the charge and specifications are ready, 
to look them over and give Majpr B. any suggestions which 
may seem necessary. He will therefore be so obliging as to 
let me know when he is ready. I have taken and am taking 
some more affidavits in the case and they will be transmitted 
forthwith. 

My secretary is now at Syracuse looking for more evidence 
in the case of the third cavalry raid. 

J telegraphed you to-day that I have found you a secretary. 
He comes well-recommended, and will no doubt suit you. I 
engage him at $125 per month (and one ration) so as to give 
you a margin of $25 to increase to as reward for fidelity. I 
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always like to kave this chance myseK, for I believe in paying 
a fair price for fair service. With much esteem, 

YmrB respectfully, H. S. Olcott 


From General Butler 

Head Quars, Dejit, Va. and N,C,, Fobt Monbob, Dec. ISih, 1863 

[Not in chronological order] 

Col. H. S. Olcott, 93 FranUin St, New Yoek 
Deab Colonel: Mr.McCreadyisyommm. Not McCurdy. 
I don’t believe a purer man in connection with this War lives 
than R. H. McCurdy. 

Mr. Foster, the Agent of the Union Steam Ship Co. Boston, 
the owners of the “Mississippi” and “Merrimac,” can give 
you the information you desire. 

I do not know Foster’s first name, but a letter so addressed 
will reach him. My brother, 12 Wall St., if his health is suffi- 
cient, can give you some information if you will call on him 
and show him this note. 

I have to thank you for sending me Mr. Davenport, who 

seems to be efficient in his business for which he is engaged. 

He is now writing this note from my dictation. I have the 

honor to be, jr 

Very respectfully Yours, 

B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comd’g. 


From General Butler 

Headquarters, Department Va. and N.C., Fort Monroe, Dec. I5th, 1863 

[Not in clironological order] 

Dr. Salmon Skinner, Brooklyn, N.Y. 

Dear Sir: Some charges were brought to my notice in 
regard to Mr. McLean, and his conduct of things in North 
Carolina. 

I have detained him here to await a report of those charges. 
As soon as they are ascertained, he will be sent forward. I 
assure you no wrong will be done him. I have the honor to be, 
Very respectfully. Your obedient Servant, 

B. F. B. Maj. Gen. Comdg. 
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From Uriah Thomas 

Srd Special Agency, Treasury Depariment, Newbeen, N.C., Dec, IQth, 1863 

[Not in chronological order] 

Major General B. F. Butlee, Commanding Dept, of Va., and 
N. C. 

Geneeal: TTie Supervising Special Agent directs me to 
transmit to you the accompanying papers received from 
Lieut. Hunt, Dep. Provost Marshal, of Newbem, and taken 
by him from the valise of a certain (so-called) Col. J. T. E. 
McLean; and to say that the paper purporting to issue from 
the Treasury Department at Washington has every appear- 
ance of being a forgery and' without authority. 

He also directs me to say that the said McLean is known to 
him to be an arrant imposter and swindler; that by false rep- 
resentations at the Treasury Department he has obtained 
consideration; but that he (Col. Heaton) has written to H. 
A. Risley, Esq., Supt. Special Agent for the 2nd Agency, 
requesting him to expose his character and pretentions to the 
Secretary. 

Colonel Heaton is also informed that this McLean has 
shipped a cargo of liquors and other contraband articles direct 
to Newbern, claimed to be also under some special authority 
from the Treasury Department. The Revenue ofBcer at this 
harbor is directed by the Sup. Special Agt. to take possession 
of the same immediately upon its arrival, as such authority, 
if issued, has been based upon false representations. 

The temporary illness of Col. Heaton prevents him from 

addressing you. respectfully Your dbdt. Servant, 

Ueiah Thomas, Asst. Special Agent 

From General Butler 

Ed. Qrs. IStk Army Corps Dept, of Va. and N.C., roRiKsss Monroe, 

Dee. 21rf, 1863. [Not in chronological order3 

H. A. Rislet, Supervising and Special Agent, Treasury 

Depariment 

Dbae Sie: I have arrested a Col. McLean for defrauding 
the United States by false permits and breaking Treasury 
regulations, and have him here ready for trial, awaiting in- 
formation from your office. 

I enclose some papers found in his valise, which Col. Heaton 
says are either forgeries or improperly obtained. Please 
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examine them and return at once. Awaiting your answer, 

I am, Very Respec^ully, Your Obt. Servant, 

Benj. F. Butuee, Maj. Gen. Comd’g. 

From General Butler 

Ed, Qrs, 18ih Army Corps, Dept of V a. andN.C., Foeteess Mokroe, Dec. 23, 1863 

[Not in chronological order] 

Mrs. Lottie A. McLean, Beookltn, N.Y. 

Mt dear Madam: I have received yoitr letter and hasten 
to answer it. 

I thank you much for the opinion which you seem to have 
entertained of myself and my services, and I do not mean to 
do anything to forfeit them, but I must do my duty. 

Your husband. Col. McLean, came into this Department. 
Grave charges are made against him by the Special Agent of 
the Treasury Dept. What was it my duty to do? To detain 
him until those charges can be investigated, and forward the 
investigation by every means in my power. 

I have done so. Had I desired to be either vindictive or 
cruel, or stony-hearted, I should have thrust him into close 
confinement, but I have ordered simply that he shall not leave 
Old Point, and he is boarding unmolested at the only hotel 
at the Point. If he is innocent, as I trust he is, no harm save 
a temporary detention will happen to him. If guilty, that will 
be ascertained by a fair trial, and such action taken as it is 
in my bounden duty. 

From a letter of your father written to him, which has been 
forwarded to me, it would seem that that gentleman has not 
always had the confidence in him which he must have had 
when he gave him his daughter. 

The charges do not affect specially his character for loyalty, 
or the fact that he is a Union man. The question turns on his 
probity and obedience to the laws. Both he, and yourself if 
you desire, shall have a full opportunity to meet all matters 
alleged against him. I was surprised to hear by your letter 
that he left home to be absent only two or three days, because 
in his application to me he desired to be permitted to go into 
permanent business at Newbem, which must have entailed 
a much longer absence. I have the honor to be. 

Very respectfully, Your obt. sent., 

Benj. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comd’g. 
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From the Secretary of the Treasury 

Teeasuey Department, December 10th, 1863 

Eon. Wm. H. Sewaed, Secretary of State 

Sie: I have the honor of replying to your letter of Novem- 
ber 16th, enclosing a communication from Lord Lyons with 
other papers, concerning the refusal of the military authorities 
in Norfolk, Va. to renew the certificate of Chas. A. Smith, a 
British subject, doing business in that place, on the ground 
that there was “no authority to grant permits except to citi- 
zens of the United States.” 

The “Internal Trade Regulations,” of Setember 11th 
require, (Sec. XXXII) that “Applicants for permits to ship 
to any port or place affected by the existing blockade, but 
occupied by U. States forces, must present with their applica- 
tion a certificate from the Department of War, or Department 
of the Navy, either directly or through a duly authorized 
officer, that the articles are required for military or naval 
purposes, and a request that the transportation of the same 
may be permitted.” On receiving such certificate and request, 
this Department orders its Collectors or Surveyors to permit 
the transportation requested. 

In a previous case of this same Chas. A. Smith, referred to 
me in your letter of Sept. 11th, he already had his certificate 
from the military officer, and his difficulty was with the Col- 
lector, in Baltimore, who required him to take the oath of 
allegiance. I then directed the Collector to dispense with it 
on certain conditions. In the present case you will see that I 
have no right to interfere with the action of officers of the 
War Department. 

I return the papers in the case. I have the honor to be. 

Your obedient Servant, 

S. P. Chase, Secretary of the Treasury 

From Secretary Stanton to Secretary Seward 

War Department, Washington City, January 9,0th, 1864 
[Not in chronological order] 

The Secy, of State, Washington, D.C. 

Sib: The Secretary of War instructs me to transmit to you 
the accompanying copy of the report of Major General Butler, 
to whom was referred your letter of the 28th ultimo, enclos- 
ing copy of a note from Lord Lyons of 23rd same month, 
regarding the complaint of Mr. Charles A. Smith, an alleged 
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British subject, that he had been refused a license to trade at 
Norfolk, Virgmia. I have the honor to be. 

Your obdt. Servant, 

Ed. R. S. Canby, Brig. Genl. A.A.G. 

Endorsements: Mr. Gapen — Will you please give me the 
date of a letter from the Secy, of State in relation to the refusal 
of the military authorities at Norfolk to give Mr. Charles A. 
Smith, “facility to trade.” About 12" to 20" Nov. 

Dec. 28", ’63, and sent Gen. Butler for report Dec. 31, 

Gapen 

Enclosure referred to in Foregoing Letter 
From General Butler 

Head-Quarters 18th Army Corys, Department of Virginia & North Carolina, 
Fortress Monroe, Jan. ISth, 1864 [Not in chronological order] 

Mon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War 
Sir: I have the honor to report in relation to the case of 
Capt. Charles A. Smith, a late British subject, who complains 
that he has not been allowed a permit to trade, referred to 
me at the request of the honorable Secretary of State. 

Mr. Smith has lived in Norfolk since 1840, almost a quarter 
of a century, has been a very violent and bitter secessionist, 
my report says rabid, is thoroughly identified with the people 
of the South, and had no intention of retaining any hold upon 
the protection of Great Britain whatever until he found it 
convenient in this War. 

If not less bitter in his denunciations of this Government, 
I may be called upon not only to prevent him from trading, 
but to compel him to leave this Department. I have the 
honor to be. 

Very respectfully, Your Obedient Servant, 

Benj. F. Butler, Maj. Genl. 

From President Lincoln 

Executive Mansion, Washington, December 10, 1868, 10.26 a.m. 

Major-General Butler, Fort Monroe, Va. 

Please suspend execution in any and all sentences of death 
in your department until further order. ^ Lincoln 

Official Records, War of Rebellion, Series 2, Vol. VI, page 683. 
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From General Butler 

Fort Monroe, Virginia, Decemh&r 11th, 1863 

Eon. T. Stevens, House of Representatives 
I SEE that Dr. Thos. Cottman is applying for a seat in the 
U. S. Congress. I send you enclosed a fac-simile copy of the 
Secession Ordinance of Louisiana, which I captured in New 
Orleans, which will show that Dr. Cottman signed the Ordi- 
nance of Secession. After you have used it as evidence, please 
return it to me, as I value it highly. 

Truly Yours, 

B. F. Bxjtler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. JJ. S. Vols. 
From General Butler 

Peivatb. Headquarters 18th Army Corps. Dept, of Va. & N.C., Foet Moneoe, 

Va., Decb. 11, 1863 

Wendell Phillips, Esq., Boston, Mass. 

My dear Sir: Please find enclosed a copy of my Order 
relating to the negroes. Have you read the message and proc- 
lamation.? The Administration has put the negro, his liberty, 
his future, into the hands of the Supreme Court. God help 
him if he have no other refuge! And yet no one seems to see 
the point, at least so far as I can see from the newspapers. 
Will Congress arouse to the question.? 

I have marked this “private,” because I have no business to 
discuss such affairs, but I may say as much to an earnest man. 

Truly Yours, Benj. F. Betler, Maj. Gen. 

From General Butler 

Head Quarters Dept, of Virginia & North Carolina, Fobt Moneob, 

Va., Dec. llth, 1863 

Brig. Genl. L. Thomas, Adjutant General, U.S.A., 
Washington, D.C. 

General: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
a communication from the Adjt. Genl. Office, of date Dec. 
7th, directing me to report by what authority Lt. Wm. J. 
Ladd, 13th New Hampshire Vols., was appointed Asst. Com- 
missary of Musters of Gen. Getty’s command. 

In answer I beg to refer to a communication of same date 
from the A. G. O., authorizing me to relieve from duty as 
Ast. Commissary of Musters Lt. Wm. L. Horton, 24th Mass. 
Vols., Par. 2 Gen. Orders 48, W.D.A.G.O.C.S. gives the 
authority to appoint somebody, and Lt. Ladd, ISth N. H., 
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seems a proper person, & as much a regular officer as Lt. H. 
of Mass. Vols. just relieved. 

New Hampshire is the nest State on the North to Mass., 
and I understand their volunteers are on an equal footing. 

In addition, I have been informed that Maj. Gen. Foster, 
while in command of the Department of North Carolina, 
received written authority from the War Department to 
appoint volunteer officers where regular officers were not pres- 
ent, or where the interest of the service would not permit of 
their being detailed for such duty. This authority is on file 
at the Head Quarters in N. C., and I have sent for a copy of 
the same to be kept on file here. 

From General Butler 

Head-Quarters 18th Army Corps, Department of Virginia & Norik Carolina, 
Forthess Monroe, Dec. IQtk, 1863 [J^ot in chronological order] 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, Sec. of War 

Sik: Having received an order from the Adjutant General’s 
Office relieving Wm. L. Horton, 24th Mass. Voltmteers, from 
his position as Asst. Commissary of Musters, I appointed in 
his place Lieutenant Ladd, of the 13th New Hampshire Vols., 
as being the most suitable person, and as I supposed in accord- 
ance with Gen. Order 48 C. S. I received a letter, dated the 
7th, from the Adjt. Genl’s Office, asking me to report upon 
what authority I made the appointment. I replied, imder 
date of the 11th, a copy of which reply is hereunto annexed, 
setting forth the authority given to my predecessor, Gen. 
Foster, in exception to paragraph 1st of General Orders No. 
48 Current Series, to make an appointment of a volunteer 
instead of a regular officer to that position, which I suppose is 
the point in controversy. 

I believed that authority not to be personal to Genl. Foster 
but to the Commander of the Department, and therefore 
acted upon it. I received to-day a copy of my Gen. order, 
with an endorsement thereon that the appointment will not 
be recognized at the Adj’t Genl’s Office. 

I desire that the order will be renewed in the favor of the 
present Commandmg General of this Department, in the terms 
set forth in my letter of December 14th, and the attention of 
the Adjutant General’s Office is called to the matter. I have the 

honor to be, Resfecffully, Your obedient servant, 

Benj. F. Butlee, Maj. Gen. Cotndg. 
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From General Butler 


Bead Quars. DepL Va. and N.C., Fort Monroe, Dec, Viih, 1863 


Brig. Gen. E. A. Wild, Comd’g Colored Troops, 

Nobfolk, Va. 

Genekal: Your commumcation to Brig. Gen. Getty of Dee. 
4tli, as well as Gen. Getty’s reply, has been forwarded to these 
Head Quarters. 

The Commanding General directs me to inform you that 
he considers the tone of your communication very improper. 


I am. General, 


Very respectfully your obt. servant 


From General Butler 

Head Quars. Dept. Va. and N.C., Fort Monroe, Dec. l^tk, 1863 

Hon. Feancis P. Blaib 

Deak Sib: In obedience to the verbal order of the Presi- 
dent of the United States, given in your presence, I have 
directed the Officer in charge of the Flag of Truce Boat to 
bring down Miss Gaston and Miss Manly whenever they pre- 
sent themselves at City Point. 

Truly Yours, B. F. Btjtleb, Maj. Gen. Comd’g. 


From General Butler 

Telegram, Headquarters , Department Va., & N. Carolina, Fort Monroe, 

December l%th, 1863 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, Sec’y. of War 
Me. James Clabke brings authority to be passed through 
the lines. He has taken the ordinary Oath on landing here. 
He declines taking the oath set forth in the President’s procla- 
mation, on the ground that he cannot conscientiously sustain 
the proclamation. Shall I send him South, to add one more 
to those who will not consent to bring back the South to the 

Union. g p Betleb, Major General Commandg. 


From Wendell Phillips to General Butler 

Boston, December 13fA, 1863 

Deae Sib: Your note of the 11th has just reached me, and 
I thank you heartily for it. I took just that view of the mes- 
sage at Augusta last Thursday — but have yet found no one 
to sympathize with me. I was beginning to ask whether I 
mistook or exaggerated the danger when your note came. I 
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shall speak on these points in New York soon, and press the 
objection you allude to, as well as that the plan leaves the 
large landed proprietors of the South still to domineer over 
its poKtics, and make the negro’s freedom a mere sham. Until 
a large share of those estates are divided, the aristocracy is 
not destroyed, neither is anj fair chance given for the develop- 
ment of a system of free labor. 

Of course your communication shall be strictly confiden- 
tial. I recognize the etiquette of your position. 

Yours faithfully, Wendeu. Phillips. 

From General Butler 

Head Quarters Dept. Va. and N.C., Foet Moneoe, Dec. ISih, 1863 

Lewis Tappbn, New Yoke 

Deae Sm : I am obliged for your very complimentary notice 
of my services to the country, and am happy that Gen. Order 
No. 46 meets your approbation. I trust it will be a frame work 
around which free colored labor may be organized in the future. 
I have the honor to be. 

Very respectfully. Your Oht. Servant, 

B. F. Btjtlee, Maf Gen. Com’g. 

From General Butler 

Telbgeam. Head Quars. Deji. 0/ Va. and N.C., Fobtress Monhoe, 

Deo. liih, 1863 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, Sec’y of War 
I HAVE much to do with the Eastern Shore, Accomac and 
Northumberland Counties. I am now trying men for murder 
committed there. I could obtain a large number of recruits 
for my colored regiments from there, had I the authority. 
Please either annex those counties to this department, or give 
me leave to send a recruiting party there if judged best for 
the service. I have the honor to be. 

Very respectfully. Yours, 

B. F. Butler, Major General Commanding 

From Gerieral Butler 

December \Uhy 1863 

Col. Holt, Judge Advocate General, TJ. S. Army, 

Washington, D.C. 

I HAVE some 203 deserters in this Department, principally 
substitutes. Cannot these men be tried by a Military Com- 
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mission properly organized.^ A Court Martial is an exceed- 
ingly unwieldly macliine to do this work. Maj. Andre, the 
spy, was tried by Military Commission. The Act of Congress 
puts spies and deserters on the same footing. 

B. F. Btjtlee, Maj. Qen. Commdg. 

From General Butler 

Telegram. Headquarters, Department of Va., and N. Carolina, Fort Monroe, 

December \Mh, 1863 

Eon. E. M. Stanton, Seo’y. of War 
Geneeal Wistae with my approbation sent out an expedi- 
tion to Charles City Court House, on the James River, to 
capture the enemy’s force stationed there, and I have the 
pleasure to forward his report of its complete success. What 
adds to the brilliance of the achievement is that it has been 
accomplished during a terrible storm. I have the honor to be. 

Very Respectfully, Yours, 

B. F. Butleb, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 

From General Butler 

Headquarters, Department qfVa. and Norik Carolina, Fort Monroe, Dec, IMh, 1863 

Eon. E. M. Stanton, Sec'y. of War 
I HAVE a number of cases where the sentence of Court Mar- 
tials have been approved, where deserters have been sen- 
tenced to hard labor. There is no proper place in which to 
execute that punishment in this Department, especially for 
the length of time, three and five years. The Wardens of the 
State Penitentiaries, either of Mass, or N. Y., would be glad 
to receive these convicts, as persons under long sentences are 
profitable to the State. Shall I order, in all cases where the 
sentence is for a year or more, the execution of the sentence 
in either New York or Massachusetts, and forward the nec- 
essary papers of commitment in the execution of the sentence? 
I have the honor to be, 

B. F. Btttlee, Maj. General Comdg. 
From General Butler 

Ed. Qr«. 18th Army Corps, Dept, of Fa. and N.C., Fortress Monroe, Dee. 15/63 

Mrs. John W. Paekee, Noefoek 
Madam: I have no power to permit anybody to go across 
the lines on their wish. I have power to send parties across 



LETTERS OF GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER 209 


the lines against their wish. Your application must be made 
to the Secy, of War. 

If you have taken the Oath of Allegiance, and will forward 
me that, I will make an application to the Secy, of War to 
permit you to go across. If you don’t take the Oath, I may 
have to send you away. 

The flag of truce boat goes up every week. I take leave to 
assure you I should be very glad to do anything in my power 
for a relative of Admiral Farragut, whom I so much love and 
respect, and if loyal I will urge your request with every power. 
If not, I may have to send you away, but with the condition 
that you shall not return during the War. I have the honor 

Very respectfully. Your obt. servt., 
Benj. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Camd’g. 


From General Butler 

Foeibess Moneoe, Va., Dec. ISth, 1863 

Secretary of War 

I DESIRE to send my Chief of Staff to the War OflSce on some 
matters of important business. g p 


From the Secretary of the Treasury 

Treasury Department, December 15th, 1863 

Major General B. F. Butler, Commanding at 
Fort Monroe 

General: On examination of section 32 of the enclosed 
regulations, you will observe that duplicate invoices should 
accompany the certificate and request of a military oflSlcer for 
a permit to ship goods, required for military purposes, to a 
port or place affected by the blockade. This regulation has 
not, hitherto, been complied with, single invoices only hav- 
ing been sent. 

As this practice is productive of some inconvenience, I am 

directed by the Secretary to request that you will, hereafter, 

cause the rules to be observed by all applicants within your 

Department. ^ ^ ,, •rr 

^ Respectfully Yours, 

M. B. Field, Asst. Sec. of Treas. 


VOL. Ill — 14 
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From General Butler 

Ed. Qrs. 18th Army Corps, Dept, of Va. and N.C., 
Forteess Monroe, Dec. 16, 1863 

Mrs. M. A. Burrell 

Mt dear Madame: I wish that I could flatter you with 
any hope that Gen. Banks’ expedition will relieve your hus- 
band, Col. Burrell, who is also my valued friend, from impris- 
onment; but I have none such. I will bear, however, the 
matter in mind, and see if he cannot be made the subject of 
special exchange. 

No man can feel more keenly than I do the hardships my 
feUow-soldiers suffer as prisoners, and I take leave to assure 
you I have done everything that lies in my power to meet the 
difficulty, but have failed. I have the honor to be, 

Very respectfully, Your oht. servant, 

Benj. r. Butler, Maf. Gen. Comdg. 

From General Butler 

Eeadquarters, Department Va., and N.C., Fort Monroe, Dec. I6tk, 1863 

Rev. Horace James, Roanoke Island, N.C. 

Mt dear Sir: You will see that a mistake has been made 
by the writer in Order No. 46, by the corrected copy which 
is forwarded. I had supposed that I had only organized the 
duties which had devolved upon you without any organiza- 
tion. As soon as we find the workings of it, for no legislation 
is good except it is founded upon experience, we will endeavor 
to get out a code of instruction under it. 

I enclose your requisition for the saw and grist mill, and when 
you get it, and the bills, we will take measures to see that it 
shall be paid for. 

In regard to your suggestion that the Quarter Master will 
not be able to load and unload vessels promptly, where sol- 
diers are not needed in the field details can be made, and “where 
there is a will there is a way.” 

No Quartermaster will find it either for his profit or con- 
venience to attempt to get in the way of the execution of 
that order by delaying the business of his Department. If 
the Quartermasters that are there cannot do their business, I 
have plenty of men who can. 

Let Major Jameson forward to me such certificates and 
vouchers as he may, and I will take his matter into 
consideration. 
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I should be glad to confer with you personally when your 
duties will permit. Apply to me for any aid you may need at 
any time. 

I have recommended that you be appointed Quartermaster, 
in order that you may have power to receive and disburse 
funds, and to stand upon an equality with the other superin- 
tendents of negro affairs. I have the honor to be, 

Very truly yours, 

B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 

From Colonel J. W. Shaffer 

Washington, Dec, IQth, 1863 

To Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler 

Connecticut recruiting not allowed, most everything else 
is allowed. Hope to get Accomac and North Western and 
prisoner exchange business. Be home Friday morning. 

J. W. Shaffer 

From General Butler 

Eeadquarters, 18ih Army Cof'gs, Department of Virginia and iV.C., 

Forteess Monroe, Dec. l^ih, 1863 

Adjutant General of the Army, Washington, D.C. 

The three enclosures herewith are respectfully returned. 
The Order No. 38S returned with them has no application 
to the subject, except to show that they ought to be acted 
upon at Washington. They are applications for leave of 
absence to visit Washington. The Commanding General has 
some appreciation of the effect of General Orders. He will 
grant leave of absence whenever it is in his power, and when 
in his judgment he deems it best. He believes he ought to 
have power when he deems it necessary to send an Officer to 
Washington. 

General Orders, however, have determined otherwise, and 
to those I bow with every deference. Therefore, when leave 
of absence is asked of me to visit Washington, I forward them 
to the Adjutapt General’s office, or to the Secretary of War if 
I desire to add any special commendation. 
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From General Butler 

Head Qmrs. Dept. Va. and N.C., Fort Monroe, Dec. lUh, 1863 

Messrs. W. W. G. Oliver and Co. 

I HAVE examined your application to me for protection and 
aid from the Military Department, to recover and bring within 
the lines of the National forces products of the Confederate 
States which are claimed to be owned by you therein, and which 
you say you can place at or near my lines at points con- 
venient for transportation, and also that I will aid in its trans- 
portation by the use of the transportation of the Army, when 
it is not otherwise employed, upon full compensation being 
paid for its use. I have also received the certificate of the 
Superintending Agent of the Treasury for this Department, 
in which he recommends that such facility shall be afforded. 
I assume, therefore, that the proposition is within the Treas- 
ury Regulations of the United States, and I see no objection 
to aidiug you as proposed. I will therefore, if not inconsist- 
ent with the other exigencies of the service, afford you aid and 
protection in bringing your property within the lines of the 
Army, and protection to it while it is being forwarded to such 
ports in the United States as you may designate, provided 
that before a permit is granted for its exportation from the 
Insurrectionary District, certificates shall be furnished that 
you have complied with aU the rules of the international Reve- 
nue and other regulations of the Treasury Department. I have 

the honor to be, t/- ..jr 77 v -us j. 

Very respecffully, Your obt. servant, 

B. F. Btjtler, Maj. Gen. Comd’g 
From General Butler 

Bead-Quarters 18th Army Corps, Department of Virginia & North Carolina, 

Fortress Monroe, Deo. 16, 1863 

Hon. P. H. Watson, Asst. Sec’y of War 
Sir: Upon consultation with Col. Olcott about Strout’s 
matter, it occurs to me that as most of his acts were com- 
mitted before the Fraud Acts of March 3rd 1863, he being 
arrested on the 16th of March, he may be amenable to a 
Provost Court as a citizen in the employ of the Government, 
and acting falsely and fraudulently to his employer, — to wit, 
the Government. If so, and he can be tried by a Provost 
Judge in the Provost Court of this Department, in which I 
have a very able Judge, strict justice will be done to him. 
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and that speedily. A Court Martial is a very unwieldly, 
troublesome, expensive, tedious, and sometimes inconclusive 
process, its members exposed to various influences which 
cannot be brought to bear upon an upright Judge, who knows 
and respects his position as Judge, to which he is accustomed. 

I have no doubt of the matter myself, but it is a matter of 
some importance. Please suggest it to Mr. Whitting, Solicitor 
of the War Department, and, if you think best, to Judge Holt, 
so that if any revision or appeal is made to that Department, 
we may not find that we have proceeded “m ops consdlliae.” 

So much time will be saved and so much more satisfactory 
result will be arrived at, that I am myself very much m favor 
of this course. 

I was accustomed to try in the Department of the Gulf, 
and I see by the papers that it is still the custom to try much 
more considerable cases with very great severity of punish- 
ment before that court, and there has been no disturbance of 
that process, or of those records, by any revising Officer. 

While this point is bemg examined by you, we will lose no 
time, because the Prosecuting Officer will be employed in the 
necessary preparations. 

Col. Olcott concurs in these views, and I would send him 
to Washington to represent them could I afford the time. 
Awaiting your reply, I have the honor to be. 

Very Respectfully, Your obedient servant, 

Benj. F. Butler, Maj. Genl. Comd’g. 


From Colonel J. W. Shaffer to General Butler 

Washington, D.C., December 17 th , 1863 

Dear General: I had expected to leave this evening, but 
your despatch orders me to remain until Saturday. I cannot 
well explain in a letter the answers I received from Stanton to 
my request. The Connecticut matter he is opposed to. I 
was generally successful. 

After we got through our business talk, he asked me to give 
him my notion of the exchange business, and I assure you 
I spoke my mind freely, and after I got started I went into 
other matters. When I got through he told me he would 
telegraph, relieving Meredith, and that he would give Accomac, 
etc., and send you all the rebels prisoners, and that I should 
call and see him to-morrow (to-day) morning. 

I called this morning, and he told me he had sent Gen. 
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Hitchcock to consult with you, and that the addition to your 
Department could not be made to-day, but would be soon, 
etc. I thought I discovered a slight backing down, he swore 
by God that you would and should have more troops. This 
like the rest may be modified when he cools off. I am spend- 
ing my time seeing how many men are satisfied with the 
Proclamation. You are right, the reaction is beginning. 
Lincoln, I hear, is scared; has been inviting radicals to see 
liim for several days, but most of them hang back. The 
Missouri delegation are hard on him. 

Schofield is here, and will not be sent back. I think that 
Rosecrans wiU be sent there. 

Please have the boys take a carriage to wharf Sunday 
morning, that Miss Florence Hildreth may ride to the house. 

Truly Yours, J. W. Shaffer 


From General Hitchcock 

Ed. Qrs. 18th Army Corps. Dept of Va. and N.C., Fortbess Monroe, 

December llth, 1863 

Maj. Gen. Bbnj. F. Butler, Comdg. Dept. Va. and N.C. 

General: You are instructed and authorized to take 
charge of the matter of exchange of prisoners at City Point, 
and the prisoners at Point Lookout, at Fort McHenry, and 
at Fort Norfolk, are put under your charge for that purpose, 
and such others will be sent to you from time to time, upon 
notification to the War Department, as may be thought 
advisable. 

You are herein instructed not to make any exchange which 
shall not return to you man for man, officer for officer of equal 
rank, with those paroled and sent forward by yourself, regard- 
ing of course from motions of humanity in the earlier exchanges 
those officers and men on either side who have been the longest 
confined. 

Colored troops and their officers will be put upon an equality 
in making exchanges as of right with other troops. Colored 
men in civil employment, captured by the enemy, may also 
be exchanged for other men in civil employment taken by 
our forces. 

You are permitted in conducting the question to waive 
for the present the consideration of the questions of parole 
and excess, now pending between the Confederate belligerent 
authorities and this Government, leaving them untouched as 
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they stand until further interchange of views between those 
authorities and yourself. 

In conducting this delicate, and perhaps diflScult, matter, 
you will see to it that in no degree the protection of the Govern- 
ment is withdrawn from colored soldiers of the United States, 
and the oflScers commanding them, and that in no respect, so 
far as results from your action, the honor or dignity of the 
Government shall be compromised. 

Brig. Genl. Meredith is ordered to report to you and will 
be reheved from further duty as Commissioner of Exchange 
under your orders. 

The conduct of the Flag of Truce and the necessary trans- 
portation to carry out these instructions are placed at your 
disposal. 

You will report as often as practicable to this Department 
your action under this letter of instructions, and for furtiber 
instructions, I have the honor to be 

Very respectfully. Your obdt. Servant, 

E. A. Hitchcock, Maj. Gen. and Com. of Exchange 

From General Butler 

HeadquarierSt Department of Va., and N.C,, Fort Monroe, Dec, V7th, 1863 

Major General Hitchcock, Com. Exchange 

Washington, D.C. 

General: I am much obliged for your thoughtfulness, 
which has given me the requisite instructions. It might have 
created some diflSculty. It was one I had not foreseen. I had 
supposed that my Commission and appointment would be a 
sufiSicient guarantee for what I might undertake to do. I 
have the honor to be. 

Very respectfully. Your obedient servant, 

B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 

From General Butler 

Ed. Qrs. 18th Army Corps Dept, of Va. and N.C.y Fortress Monroe, Dec. 17, 1863 

Brig. Gen. Marston, Comd’g. at Point Lookout 

General: I send you enclosed an oflScial copy of an extract 
of my letter of instructions from the Secretary of War. 

You will therefore cause to be prepared descriptive rolls 
and the necessary papers for eight hundred (800) prisoners 
for exchange. I desire that you will select those that have 
be«a longest in confinement substantially. 
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The “City of New York” will call for them on Monday 
morning. I wish them ready to embark at that time. I there- 
fore send you this order in advance, so that you may be 

prepared. Respec^ully your obedient servant, 


From Blanche Butler to Paul Butler 

Fortress Monroe, Va., Bee . llih , 1863 

Dear Paul: The box of your letters came day before yes- 
terday. We were delighted to hear from you all, and the notes 
were all very nicely written. Hattie and Bermie have im- 
proved very much in printing and spelling, your writing is 
much better. 

Tell Aimt Harriet that everything is right, and mother is 
very much pleased with the satin skirt, it is trimmed very 
prettily indeed. There are to be two parties here Christmas, 
one is a mask ball, I beheve, — would you not like to go to it? 
Ask Aunt Harriet to describe one to you if you do not know 
what they are. Florence will be here on Saturday. We thought 
that she would enjoy passing the Christmas holidays better 
away from school. Col. Shaffer is now at Washington, and 
will bring her down when he returns. 

Yesterday Gen. and Mrs. Wistar came down from York 
Town to spend the day, and they finally decided to pass the 
night with us. About | past 6 a telegram came for the Genl., 
stating the bakery at York Town was on fire, and that they 
feared they should not be able to save the ordnance buildings 
(three in number) filled with powder and shell, from destruc- 
tion. The Genl. was in perfect agony, he could not have 
reached Y-T before ten o’clock, and by that time the build- 
ings would have been blown up, so he was obhged to content 
himself and hope for the best. At ten, another message came, 
saying that they had “all blown up, and that the shells were 
bursting,” which they continued to do during the night. Of 
course all the windows in the town were shaken out by the 
explosion, and these shells flying in all directions must have 
caused great destruction. 

Father had sent for Genl. Wistar to come down to see about 
some prisoners, and it was the first night that he had been 
away from his command for eight months, he thought it 
quite hard that he could not have been there on that night of 
all others. Some of the men behaved nobly. One officer 
stood on the blazing roof of an ordnance building striving to 
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put out the fire, with hundreds of pounds of powder beneath 
him, ready to explode, and a sentinel who had his leg frac- 
txired by a shell, was found in the morning keeping guard 
standing on his knees. This was a great fire, Paul, and we 
could hear the explosion here, although York Town is 28 
miles distance. 

You must write soon again, and your letters will do for 
Christmas presents. Love to Aunt Harriet; tell her that 
mother is going to send for her and the children soon. 

The Russian Fleet will be anchored near here this winter 
in Hampton Roads, and she can have plenty of almond-eyed 
Russians to talk to. 

Be a good boy. Write soon, and accept a kiss and a letter 

Your sister Blanche 

P.S. Excuse haste 


From General Butler 

Bead-Quarters 18 th Army Corys^ Department of Virginia & North Carolina, 

Fortress Monroe, Dec, 17, 186S 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War 

Sik: I am sorry to report that a very disastrous fire broke 
out in Yorktown in one of the hospitals, communicating thence 
to the bakery, within the Fort, and thence to the Ordnance 
building, which blew up, scattering the shell and fixed ammuni- 
tion aU over the Terreplein of the Fort, where it continued 
exploding during the night. A very high wind rendered all 
efforts to extinguish it unavailing. 

All the buildings are more or less injured by the several 
explosions. Two of the service magazines were set on fire and 
exploded. Fortunately, we have suffered no loss of life, and 
but few wounded. 

The soldiers and officers behaved on the trying occasion with 
great gallantry. On the conduct of some of them I will make 
honorable mention as soon as a detailed report is made. Most 
energetic measures wfil be taken to repair damages, and to 
supply the loss of ammunition which is not very great, as a 
large portion of the Ordnance stores, consisting of shells taken 
from the enemy, were not available. 

This has drawn my attention to a state of facts existing 
at Old Point, which I desire your authority immediately to 
remedy. A large wooden building, used as a Naval Ordnance 
storehouse, containing many tons of Naval Ordnance Stores 
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and fixed ammunition, stands immediately among the build- 
ings, just outside of this Fort. Its situation, in event of fire 
in this neighborhood, as it is surrounded by wooden build- 
ings, is very completely, correctly, and graphically described 
in the report of Capt. Farquhar, Chief Engineer, which is 
herewith appended. 

I see no reason why these Ordnance Stores should not be 
at once removed to Gosport Navy Yard, where they are even 
more easy of access than here, and which, in its present con- 
dition, could not be very much injured by an explosion. 

There are plenty of buildings there that can be easily 
fitted up for that purpose, and if authority is given me, with 
directions to the Naval Officer to remove them, I will em- 
ploy a sufficient force to have the evil at once removed. Or 
perhaps, a building might be made at Newport News, or the 
Rip Raps, for that purpose. At any rate, it should not be 
where it is. 

I have forwarded a copy of this report to the Secretary of 
the Navy, for his information. 

I think the evil a great one, the danger not remote, and the 
necessity for action immediate. I have the honor to be, 

Very Respectfully, Your obedient servant, 

Benj. F. Butlee, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 

From General Butler 

Headquarters, Department Va., and N.C., Fort Monroe, Dec, Ylth, 1863 

Major General John J. Peck, Commanding Dist. of N.O. 

General: Mr. Edwards of New York, a merchant there, 
engaged m manufacturmg paper from reeds and other fibrous 
materials, is desirous of gathering the reeds in your District 
within this Department. 

I have examined this testimonial, and am satisfied of his 
probity and business faculties and capacity. 

He is to gather the reeds, paying sudi fair sum for the 
material as shall be shown by experience ought to come to 
the United States, for the benefit of our negro colony on Roa- 
noke Island. 

I wish you to afford him facility for the transportation of 
the product, upon such returning Government transports to 
New York as may be going, he having engaged to pay a fair 
price therefor which will be settled at the . . . 

Any other aid or facility you can afford him, not inconsist- 
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ent with your duties, I doubt not will be advantageous to 
the Government. I have the honor to be 

Very respectfully. Your obedient servant, 

B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 

From General Butler 

Headquarters, 18th Army Corps, Department Va., & N. Carolina, 
Fortress Monroe, December 17ih, 1803 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, Sec’y. of War 
Sir: Permit me respectfully to caU your attention to a 
very considerable improvement, and at the same time saving 
to the Government, that may easily be made at this Fortress, 
and an addition to its efficiency in defence, by the introduction 
of gas for lighting it. The works may be got in either of two 
ways. I can find a responsible contractor who will put in the 
works, and aU the fixtures and pipes, at his own expense, 
keeping an accurate account of the cost thereof, upon the 
condition that he may sell the gas to those that use it, and to 
the Government for its offices at the price that it sells for in 
the city of Boston, if he can have the contract privilege extended 
to him for ten years with the proviso that at any time during 
the ten years, or at its expiration, or whenever the Govern- 
ment shall wish to annul the contract, they can do so by tak- 
ing the gas works at their cost and ten per cent interest for 
the time, after deducting all expenses of carrying on the same. 

Or, the gas works may be paid for out of the saving of the 
Post Bakery, which belong, in form, to the post, although in 
fact to the various Regiments who have at times been stationed 
here, and a portion of the Army of the Potomac that were here 
on their way to the Peninsular. Those savings now amount 
at the present price of flour to over seventeen thousand dollars. 

I do not believe that gas works need cost over twenty 
thousand dollars. The Government would make a large sav- 
ing m the issue of candles in the public offices, and the case- 
ments could easily be made much more defensible by properly 
arranged gas lights. The parade ground, which is now, on 
cloudy nights, so dark that it is impossible to distinguish 
friend from foe, can be lighted, and the light-house may have 
a far more briliiant illumination at the price which is now paid 
for lighting the same imperfectly. I have the honor to be. 
Very Respectfully, Yr. Obdt. Servt., 

B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 



220 LETTERS OF GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER 


From General Butler 

EeadquarterSy 18th Army Cor'ps, Department Va., & N. Carolina, 
Fortress Monroe, December 17th, 1863 

To Brig. Gen. E. R. S. Canbt, Asst. Adjt. Gen., 

Wash., D.C. 

General: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
the papers in the case of A. B. Tripler, referred to me from the 
War Department. I have a remembrance of this case, the de- 
tails after this lapse of time have escaped my recollection, but 
they are more impressed upon my memory than usual from 
the fact that I attempted to befriend Mr. Tripler, supposing 
him to be an honest man, which supposition was not correct. 

Tripler obtained passes, copies of which are here, to go 
with his schooner across Lake Ponchartrain from New Orleans 
into the rebel territory, and to carry the cargo named; but 
upon examination it was found that he was smuggling large 
quantities of contraband goods outside of his permit. 

I had many hearings in person with Tripler, in his endeavor 
to persuade me that the goods were not subject to seizure, 
but the facts were too apparent, and the ease too flagrant. 

I remember one particular fact. He asked me for leave to 
take over a package of shoe thread, to allow the neighborhood 
shoe-makers to make shoes for the women and children, and 
his pass said, “one case of shoe thread.” When his schooner 
came to be examined, he had a box of shoe thread, tightly 
packed, about four feet square, and containing enough to have 
sewed all the shoes in the Confederacy. His object was ap- 
parent, as the Rebels had a Shoe-Manufactory, at Jackson, 
upon the railroad, which came within eleven miles from where 
he could land with his schooner. 

I therefore ordered them confiscated and sold, and the pro- 
ceeds paid into the Provost fund, which I have no doubt was 
done, or being done when I was relieved from the Command 
of the Department of the Gulf. 

The Provost Marshal, Lt. Col. Jonas H. French, now of 
Boston, Mass., can furnish every detail if required. I have 
the honor to be. 

Very Respectfully, Yr. Obit. Servt., 

B. F. Butler, Major General Commanding 
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From General Butler 

Headquarters, 18th Army Cory, Department Va., dt N. Carolina, 
Foeteess Moneoe, December llih, 1863 

Col. E. D. Townsend, Asst. Adjt. General, 

Washington, D.C. 

Colonel: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
the papers referred to me, enclosing the letter of Mr. Labitat 
of Havana. 

The facts are briefly these. I was informed that Mr. Labitat 
had eighty thousand rifles and pistols at Havana, which had 
been got there for the purpose, undoubtedly, of being smuggled 
into the Confederacy. To prevent their going into the con- 
federacy, I entered into negotiations to buy them for the 
United States, all of which I mentioned in my letter to the 
War Department, a copy of which I enclose, and directed Mr. 
Labitat, or his Agent at Havana to send me a sample of the 
various arms he had to sell, which he did. 

Owing to delays, they did not reach me until the early part 
of December, and while awaiting examination and trial by 
my Ordnance Officers, I was relieved from command, and I 
left the pistols and the rifles, which in passing it may be said 
did not come up to his description, in my ofl&ce in New 
Orleans, when I turned over my command to my successor, 
since which time I know nothing as to what has become of 
them. I have the honor to be. 

Very Respectfully, Your obdt. Servant 

B. F. Butlee, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 


From General Butler 

Head Quarters Dept, Va. & N.C. Foet Moneoe, Dec. I7th, 1863 

Major Gen. John J. Peck, Comdg. District Nor. Car., 

Newbeen, N.C. 

Geneeal; At the earliest practicable day you will please 
have forwarded to these Head Quarters such affidavits as you 
can procure in Newbern and elsewhere in your District, rela- 
tive to alleged smuggling of goods by Mrs. Van Slack (formerly 
Mrs. Campbell) through our lines, and such further evidence 
of her bad character as may be attainable. She is now under 
arrest awaiting her trial by the military authorities. 

It is probable that Bales Hamilton & Co., Sutlers, have docu- 
mentary evidence in the case, and that they as well as many 
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of our Alilitary and Naval Officers can testify as to facts within 
their personal knowledge. I am, General, 

Very respectfully. Your Obt. Servant, 

B. F. Butlee, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 

From General Butler 

Headquarters, Department Va., N. Carolina, Fortress Monroe, 

December Yith, 1863 

Eon. G. V. Fox, Asst. SeFy. of Navy 
Deae Fox: Is my friend Sturges now Chief Officer of the 
“New London,” late in command of her, made a Lieut, yet? 
If he is, I wish you would order him to report to me as Port 

Captam. your Friend, B. F. Beteee 

From General Butler 

Headquarters, 18th Army Corps, Department of Virginia & North Carolina, 

Fortress Monroe, Dec, ISth, 1863 

To John M. Foebes, Chairman of ike Executive Committee of 
the Society for the Promotion of Recruiting among Freedmen, 
Boston, Mass. 

Deae Sie: When I left Boston, your Committee assured 
me that at any time when I could find a place in which they 
might aid me in recruiting, by giving me those things which 
the Government did not provide for soldiers, I was to call 
upon your Society for their aid. That occasion has now 
arrived. You will see by Gen. Order No. 46, a copy of which I 
enclose to you, that I have directed the Superintendents of 
Negro Affairs to provide shelter and clothing as set forth in 
Article XI. Now, there is a large amount of clothing necessary 
for women and children, either new or second-hand, specially 
underclothing of warm description, to supply the families of 
those who have enlisted with us here, for the very rapidity 
of the enlistments has brought a burden upon us which we 
cannot at once answer. As soon as it is possible to get the 
matter organized, I think the labor of the negroes, with the sav- 
ings of their earnings, will be sufficient to meet these expenses, 
but at present we are not able so to meet them. I am very 
anxious to fulfill my part of the contract to the negroes, who 
by their readiness to enlist are fully up on their side. If, 
therefore, your society will procure, or purchase as large 
amounts as possible of clothing such as I have indicated, and 
send it to my care, marked on behalf of the negroes, I will 
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see to it that proper accounts are kept of it, and that it shall 
be well distributed, and I have no doubt that in this way 
much more aid to recruiting can be given them than by an 
equal expenditure in any other. I promised to write your 
Committee my ideas of the wants and necessities of the negro, 
but I have put forward a system in Gen. Order 46 which it is 
hoped will meet those wants, and a perusal of that Order, 
copies of which I take leave to enclose, will substantially ex- 
haust any thought of mine upon that subject. I have the 

honor to be, „ ^ ? 

Very truly yours, 

Benj. P. Btttler, Maj. Gen. Comd’g. 


From the Assistant Secretary of the Navy to General Butler 

Private. Washington, December l%th, 1863 

Dear General; I am very much indebted to you for the 
consideration of the case of Jones. I think his wife’s interest 
is not so much to get him out of confinement as to get him 
into a battle, and I reckon you will give them all a chance 
during the winter. I think I shall be down in our boat dur- 
ing Jan., with the Admiral’s wife and mine. The Russians 
will leave here next week, and winter at Fort Monroe. Your 
friend Sturges did not capture the “Dashing Wave,” but if 
he will get the recommendation of the Admiral in command 
for Lt., he shall have it without further ado. I hope you will 
strip the country within the limits of your command of darkies 
for our army and navy. The Rebels wiU never give m whilst 
they have slaves to work for them. When we get the major- 
ity out of their hands, they will collapse sudden. 

Truly yours, G. V. Fox 


From General Butler 

‘Headquarters, Department of Va., and N.C., Poet Moneoe, Dec. ISth., 1863 

Brig. General Getty, Commanding Exterior Line 

General: The representatives of the Committee of Camden 
County and Ballyhead Military Station in Virginia are referred 
to you. 

I will ask your report upon the possibility, with the force 
you have, of affording permanent protection to them as is 
requested. 

If it can be done with reasonable certainty that we can 
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Hold a line whicli shall include the six counties. East and 
North of the Chowan River, I should be glad. 

In the meantime, instruct our officers in the neighborhood 
to afford all possible protection to the peaceful inhabitants. 
Let no seizures be made without a receipt being given, and no 
arrests, unless parties are forwarded to your Headquarters 
for investigation. 

I send the Committee of the inhabitants back to you, who 
will explain to you their difficulties. They claim that they 
are peaceful, and wish to be loyal, but of course- we ought not 
to administer the oath of allegiance to them until we can pro- 
tect them. In any event, we will try to have protection against 
personal violence, whether they are loyal or disloyal. 

A report to me at your earliest convenience will be thank- 
fully received. I have the honor to be, 

Very respectfully Yours, 

B. F. Btjtlee, Maj, General Comdg. 

From General Butler 

Ed. Qrs. 18th Army Corps, Dept. ofVa. and N.C., Foethess Moneoe, Dec. 18, 1863 

Messrs. J. A. Buck and Co. 

Gentlemen: Under the Act of Congress there is no such 
appointment as Dept. Sutler or Division Sutler. I will give 
you permission to bring such goods into the Dept, as you 
desire to sell, not to include spirituous or intoxicating liquors, as 
the good of the service may permit. I have the honor to be, 

Very respectfully, Yours, 

Benj. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comd’g. 


From Horace James 

Ed. Qrs. Dept, of Va. and N.C., Foet Moneoe, Virginia, 

Dee. 18 , 1803 

Major Gen. B. F. Butler 

Dear Sir: On reflection, I am decidedly of the opinion 
that no native white inhabitant of Roanoke Island possesses 
at once the capacity and integrity to work shad fisheries for the 
government and the interest of the negro. The White island- 
ers had rather not see our colony succeed. A northern man 
whose heart was in the movement would do better. I could 
put him into communication at once with parties both white 
and colored who would aid his work and supply all his needs. 
The negroes perfectly understand the modus operandi of the 
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skad fishing, and only need some one to “boss the job,” bring 
seines, salt, boats, et cetera. 

At Plymouth, which is also an excellent place for this fish- 
ing, Major Elijah Willis, formerly Mayor of the town, and 
as good a Union citizen as is left there, used to follow this 
business, and did so by permission last season. 

Aaron Gaylord, a very capable black man of that place, 
knows all about it also. A person going from the north for 
that purpose could easily superiutend operations at both 
those points, they are so accessible to one another. 

Reeds are not abundant, or large, at Roanoke Island, but 
in the swamps that line Roanoke River they grow profusely. 
But here it is more difficult to obtain them in quantities on 
account of the presence of guerillas. They are cut with a 
sharp hook on the end of a pole, tied in bundles the size of 
one’s body, from 8 to 12 feet long. The negroes cut and deliver 
them at the Plymouth landing for $2.50 per cord. I have the 

honor to remain, General, rr n n 

Very jaithjulLy ymrs, 

Hoeace James, Chap, and Supt. 
From General Butler 

Headguartera, Dejd. Va., and N. Carolina, Foet Monboe, 

Dec. 18ft, 1863 

Col. Moore M. Falls, Baltimore, Md. 

Sir: Excuse my troubling you about a small matter, but 
I think it brings disgrace upon your line. 

Two Union Officers escaped from Richmond and traveled 
across the country into our lines. One was badly wounded 
in the eye, of course without clothes, and without money. I 
clothed them, so as to make them decent to appear in Wash- 
ington, and sent my Aide-de-Camp to ask your clerk to give 
them a state room on board the boat, which he did by our 
paying for it, which we did. 

I know that you will not think that your line will make 
money by the operation. I have the honor to be 

Very respectfully, Yours, 

B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 

From General Butler 

December Ytth, 1863 Plot in chronological order] 

Brig. Gen. Lockwood, Comdg. at Baltimore 
General: The Comdg. Genl. of this Dept, directs me to 
request your kind offices in behalf of the bearers of this com- 

TOL. m — 15 
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mimication. Captain Anderson and Lieut. Skilton, who have 
just escaped from long confinement at Libbey Prison. 

It is necessary for them to proceed at once to Washington. 
Win you be good enough to furnish them transportation from 
Baltimore to Washington.^* I have the honor to be, General, 
Your obdt. Servant, A. J. Puffer, Captain & A.D.C. 

From General Butler 

December 18/^, 1863 

Brig. General Barnes, Norfolk 

The City of Norfolk has been in darkness long enough, 
waiting for the action of the enemies of the country. The 
mere fact that at this day they have taken the Oath of Alle- 
giance, is no reason why the military necessity of having the 
city lighted should not be carried out. You will therefore, for 
military purposes, seize the gas works and their fixtures, and 
use the most energetic measures to put the thing in operation 
forthwith. I will send you to-morrow a competent man to 
take charge of it. 

Benjamin F. Butler, Maj. General Commanding 
From H. A. Risley 

Commercial and Coastwise intercourse with and in states declared in insurrectioUf 
Special Agency, Treasury Department, Washington, D.C., December ISth, 1863 

B. H. Morse, Assf. Spl. Agent 

Sir: In relation to getting the products of the country out 
from insurrectionary Districts, the printed circulars of the 
Secretary, and the regulations, are quite explicit, and will 
furnish you, I think, ample instruction. The Treasury Depart- 
ment, or its officers or agents, will not interfere with any 
action of Gen. Butler in the matter. The section of country 
you refer to is under military control. The blockading squad- 
ron, under direction of the Navy Department and military 
authorities, are charged with enforcing the Blockade, and 
whatever in the way of getting out products by way of Fortress 
Monroe is satisfactory to them — viz, Gen. Butler and Admiral 
Lee — will not be interfered with by this Department. 

Whatever of the products of the country are shipped by 
way of Beaufort, N.C., will be under the supervision of Col. 
Heaton, Supt. Spl. Agt. at Beaufort, who will grant the neces- 
sary authority on application. ... i, 

I ours respectfully, 

H. A. Risley, Supt. Spl. Agent 
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From General Butler 

Headquarters, ISih Army Corps, Daparimeni of Va,, & N. Carolina, 
Foeteess Moneoe, December IStk, 1863 

Major Samuel Beeck, Asst. Adjt. General, 

Washington, D.C. 

Majoe: In answer to your inquiry as to the occasion for 
reporting Joseph M. Bell, Major and Asst. Adjt. General 
appointed Nov. 7th, 1863, as an Aide-de-Camp upon ray staff, 
I have the honor to reply, that at the time of Major Bell’s 
appoiatment I asked the Secretary of War in person, and he 
called upon Col. Hardie at the time that he might be noti- 
fied of it, for permission to assign Major Bell to any duty which 
I thought he was best fitted for. Now, Major Bell is Provost 
Judge, and the best one m the United States within my knowl- 
edge. I believe that that Officer, sitting in the place of the 
Commanding General, to investigate cases which his time and 
other duties will not permit him to do, should be a staff Officer 
and in the relation of Aide-de-Camp, and therefore I announced 
him as such, in order that as Asst. Adjt. General he might 
not be supposed to have other distinct duties. 

I have only further to add that the announcement was 
highly gratifying to Judge Bell, who would not have accepted 
the position if he had supposed that it was to take him from 
the duties for which he is fitted, and I have the honor to 
request that you will be kind enough to state why you ask me 
the question. I have the honor to be. 

Very Respectfully, Yr. Ohdt. Servt., 

B. F. Butlbe, Major General Commanding 

From Henry Wilson 

Senaie Chamber, Dec, ISih, 1863 

Major General B. F. Butlee 

Deae Sie; I have to thank you for your humane orders 
in regard to colored troops. God bless you for what you have 
done and are doing for the cause of a wronged and despised 
race. In this work of freeing and elevating the African race 
in our country, you are writing your name in letters of living 
light. As time dims the glory of battle-fields, these deeds of 
liberty and humanity will grow brighter. 

Capt. Perrin, of Mass., desires a position in colored regi- 
ment. He is a Boston man, has had in a New York Regt. 
considerable experience. If you think him worthy I hope you 
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will favor Mm. I fear he drinks, and caution you to look to 
that. Can you give a Captain’s commission to Capt. Rich L. 
Shelley? He was in the British Army — came to our country 
— came out early in Aresell’s Regt. — resigned, was made 
Capt. on Lane’s staff, then went on to Gen. Smith’s staff — 
then was with Gen. Ord — then went out of the service — was 
the Capt. of a company of U. S. soldiers and engaged in the 
Riot fight in New York, and was commended by the Report 
of the Police Commissioners and Generals Brown and Canby. 
He is not in the service, and wants a company of colored 
cavalry. He is a man of intelligence. Let me know what 

you can do. yours truly, H. Wilson 


From General Butler 

Deo. 22, ’63 

Mx DEAR Wilson: I will endeavor to take care of Capt. 
Perrin in the manner you suggest. As you want a friend, I 
will inform him through yourself. I thank you for your kind 
confidence and its expression as to my act in behalf of the negro. 
I hope soon to see you in Washington. 

Yours truly, B. F. B. 

From General Butler 

CoNHDENTiAii. Hd. Qrs. 18th Army Corps, Dept, of Va., and N .C., 

Fortress Monroe, Dec. 19, 1863 

Commander Botjtelle, U. S. Coast Survey Office, 

Washington, D.C. 

Mx DEAR Botjtelle: You will find enclosed a letter from a 
dear friend of yours in Richmond. I am informed by the 
bearer that Miss Van Lieu is a true Union woman as true as 
steel. She sent me a bouquet, so says the letter carrier. 

Now, I much want a correspondent in Richmond, one who 
will write me of course without name or description of the 
writer, and she need only incur the risk of dropping an ordi- 
nary letter by flag of truce in the Post Office at Richmond, 
directed to a name at the North. Her messenger thinks Miss 
Van Lieu will be glad to do it. 

I can place my first and only letter ^ in her hands for her 
directions, but I also place the man’s life in her hands who 

" This letter is filed January 18, 1864. General Butler used the signature “Janies 
Ap. Jones,” and addressed Miss Van Lieu as ‘‘my dear Aunt.” 
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delivers the letter. Is it safe so to do.^ Will Miss Van Lieu be 
willing to either correspond herself or find me such a corre- 
spondent.^ I could pay large rewards, but from what I hear 
of her I should prefer not to do it, as I think she would be actu- 
ated to do what she does by patriotic motives only. 

I wish therefore you would write me, confidentially — and 
as so much is depending, in the strictest secrecy, what you 
think of the matter. Of course you will readily see that I 
can furnish means by which a very commonplace letter on 
family affairs will read very differently when I see it. 

Truly yours, Benj. F. Butler 

From General Butler 

Headquarters, Department of Va., and N.C., Fort Mostboe, Dec. 1863 

To the Senior Paymaster of the District of N. C. 

Major: There seems to have been an error in the payment 
of Thos. Stafford, Co. “A,” 24th Regt. Mass. Vols., now con- 
fined at Fort Macon at hard labor. By sentence of Court 
Martial he forfeited all pay and allowances after the 26th of 
Sept. 1862. 

All dues to him before that tune should be paid him, and the 

proper rolls made out. While we deal out punishment to him 

on the one hand, we must deal out justice to him on the other. 

I have the honor to be, t/ n tr 

Very respectfully, Yours, 

B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 

From General Butler 

Headquarters, Dept. Va. and N.C., Fort Monroe, Dec. IQtk, 1863 

Michael Stafford, S5 Malden St., Boston 

Sir: Your letter of Nov. was received to your son Thos. 
Stafford, Co. “A,” 24th Regt. Mass. Vols. 

You are quite right in supposing that I would see that 
justice was done to your son. It shall be done. But the diffi- 
culty is, that you labor under misinformation from him, and 
if the falsehoods in his letter to you are any indication of his 
general character, he will not get punishment enough. 

I have had the matter investigated. It appears that your 
son was tried by Court Martial for insubordination and drunk- 
enness, found guilty, and sentenced to hard labor at Fort 
Macon, with forfeiture of pay and allowances for the remainder 
of the term of enlistment, which sentence was approved by 
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Major General Foster. But even that severe punishment 
seems not to have brought him to a proper sense of his duty, 
as you will see by the report of the Commander of the Post 
who has hiTTi in charge, a copy of which I forwarded to you, 
that on the 26th of Feb. he assaulted a negro, and on the 
27th of June refused to do his duty, and had still to be further 
punished. 

So far, justice has been done. But there has been one in- 
justice done him. By the terms of his sentence he forfeits all 
pay and allowances during the remainder of his term of enlist- 
ment. That is, from 26th of Sept. 1862. He has a right to 
his pay prior to that time, and the balance due up to the 26th 
of Sept, will be ordered to be paid him. I have the honor 
to be 

’ Very respec^ully, Yr. obdt. sent., 

B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 

From John H. Rice 

House of RepresentativeSf Washington, D.C., Dec, 19th, 1863 

Major General B. F. Butler 

Sir: Mr. L. J. Morse, a constituent of mine of Bangor, Me., 
desires a license to build a mill and manufacture lumber at 
Beaufort, N. C., and at one other point within your lines. 
He is a man of intelligence, integrity, energy, and great busi- 
ness experience and capacity. 

I am told the matter is entirely within your discretion, and 
by granting his request you will favor him and greatly oblige, 

Very truly, your obedient servant, 

John H. Rice 

Mr. Morse is my neighbor. I know him well and he is a first- 
class, A No. 1 man. I hope you will grant his request. 

H. Hamlin 

From General Butler 

Fobtebss Monroe, Dec, %Srd, 1863 

I SHOULD be happy to have any intelligent practical lumber 

man come down here and establish lumber mills, and will aid 

him in any way possible. m , -d t> 

Truly yours, Benj. F. Butler 
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From the Assistant Secretary of War 

War Bepaiimeni, Washdtgtoii, City, D.C., December ISih, 1863 

Major General B. F. Butler 

General: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your con- 
fidential letter of the 16th instant, in relation to the constitu- 
tion of a court for the trial of civilians who have been engaged 
in frauds upon the Government. 

In accordance with your request, I submitted the question 
to the Judge Advocate and Solicitor, with the result indicated 
in a note from Mr. Whiting saying: “The Judge Advocate 
General and myself concur m recommending that Hunt 
should be tried by a hlihtary Commission of not less than three 
members.” They think that military offenders should be tried 
by a Court Martial, violators of pohce regulations by a Provost 
Judge, and all other offenders by a Mihtary Commission. 

The Secretary of War remarked that as the Judge Advo- 
cate and Solicitor had given an opinion adverse to the juris- 
diction of a Provost Judge, in this case it would be well enough 
to follow their recommendation, although there need be but 
little apprehension of his reversing any decision against swin- 
dlers on the ground of incompetency of the tribunal before 
whom they may be convicted. 

The telegrams have been handed to Col. Shaffer herewith. 

Very respectfully. Your obedient servant, 

P. H. Watson, Assistant Secretary of War 


From General Butler 

Head-Quarters 18th Amy Corps, Department of Virginia & North Carolina, 

Fortbess Monroe, Dec. IQth, 1863 

Gen. John J. Peck, Comdg. Dist. of N. C. 

Gbnkral: I have the honor to enclose to you three passes 
with their endorsements, and ask you to investigate and 
report by what authority a Sergt. and Pro. Mar. on Roanoke 
Island grants passes for trading beyond our lines with the 
enemy’s country. I do not find that Pasquotank County is 
included in any trade district or supply district. Had not 
both the sutler who sells the goods there and the Pro. Mar. 
and the Commander of the Island better be brought you 
for examination? Or perhaps you will go down there and in- 
vestigate it. What is the use of blockading Wilmington and 
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supplying the rebels through Roanoke Island.^ I have the 

honor to be, respectfully. Your obedient servant, 

Benj. F. Buxlee, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 


From General Butler 

Headquartm, Be'partment Fo., Fort Moisdroe, December 19iA, 1863 

John M. Foebes, Chairman, &c., Boston, Mass. 

Deae Sie: I am pleased to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 16th inst. I have already expressed my opinion 
to the Secretary of War in favor of what you proposed. 

If we get the men into the United States Service, in my 
judgment it does not matter much where they come from, 
and therefore I asked permission of the Secretary of War to 
allow me to enlist negroes for the Mass. Quota, the $S25. 
bounty to be paid to me to constitute a fund for their families, 
out of which they might be supported. 

I think that sum received, both for those with and without 
families, would be sufficient to take good care of their families 
with during their absence. 

I could not permit, while I am offering $10. only for recruits, 
in this Dept, the states to come here and offer extra bounties. 
That would put a stop to recruiting. 

I can recruit all the negroes there are here for ten dollars a 
head, but who is to take care of their families after they have 
been recruited? I have the honor to be. 

Very respectfully. Your obedient servant, 

■Benj. F. Btjtlee, Major General Commanding 


From General Butler 

Ed. Qrs, 18ik Army Corps, Dept of Va. and N.C., 

Fortress Monroe, Dec. Id, 1863 

David Kelly, Alleghany Co. Post Oepice, Penn. 

Sie: Your letter has been received. The law of Congress 

is imperative, as it at present stands, that no more than $10 

per month can be paid to colored soldiers. 

I do not think it is just, more than you do. I have done 

all I can to have it altered, as you will see by reading my 

General Order 46, which is enclosed herewith. I have the 

honor to be, t/ n 

Very respectfully yours, 

Benj. F. Butlbe, Maj. Gen. Comd’g. 
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From General Butler 

Ed. Qrs. 18th Army Corps, Dept of Va. and N.C,, 

Fortress Monroe, Dec. 20, 1863 

Henet M. Bowden, Clerk of the City and County Courts, 
Norfolk, Virginia 

Sir: Your note is received. I should be very glad to trans- 
fer the business of oath taking from my Provost Marshal’s 
Office to yours. We are preserving the evidence, which will 
be ultimately filed in your office, I doubt not. But the diffi- 
culty is, you ask that it shall be transferred to you as a source 
of revenue to your office. 

I do not suppose you desire the additional burden put upon 
you without an additional profit, but I cannot throw even the 
smallest tax in the way of those who are willing to return to 
their allegiance. 

If you desire to do the business without additional compen- 
sation, I will communicate with you upon the subject. I have 

the honor to be, t / n v ^ 

Very respectfully, Your obt. servt, 

Benj. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comd’g. 


From General Butler 


Fortress Monroe, Va., Dec. ^Otk, 1863 

The President 

These women, Mrs. Bruce, Mrs. Chase, and Mrs. Hutchin- 
son, are here. We have ordered that nobody passes North 
without the oath of allegiance. They refuse to take it. Shall 
they go North.? I await instructions and detain the boat for 
them. Please answer. 

B. F. Buti^, Maj. Gen. Commanding 


From General Butler 

Fortress Monroe, December iOtk, 1863 

Major General Hitchcock 

You mentioned when here that you did not believe any 
Officers and Seamen were corffined in Fort McHenry in irons. 

Please inform me of the result of your investigation, that I 
may send up & release ours at Richmond held there for 

retaliation. g p Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 
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From General Butler 

December 1863 

Commodore Livingston, Gosport Navy Yard 
I HAVE an opportunity to send north for good mechanics in 
wood and iron work. How many of such kind would you like.^ 
Benjamin F. Butler, Maj. General Comdg. 

From General Butler 

December ^ Ist , 1863 

Captain Goodwin, Norfolk 

You will use your whole force if necessary, to do with the 
utmost promptitude and despatch any work that Gen’l. Graham 
may order upon the “Brewster.” 

Benjamin F. Butler, Major General Comdg. 

From General Butler 

December ^ Ist ^ 1863 

Brig. General Getty, Portsmouth 
Telegram received. General Wild has left South Mills for 
Currituck County, and has sent back his Cavalry. I would 
forward a strong force of Cavalry to co-operate with him. 
That, I leave to your judgment, however. He has two Regts. 
of Infantry. You are empowered to order a boat from General 
Graham, Commanding Naval Brigade at Norfolk. 

Benj. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 

From General Butler 

Fortress Monroe, Va., Dec . 21^i, 1863 
Eon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War 
I WISH authority could be given me to appoint a Volunteer 
Officer Commissary of Musters in this Department. A regu- 
lar officer has been sent me as Chief Commissary of Musters, 
Capt. Josiah H. Carlisle, Capt. in 2nd Artillery, in above 
request, thus taking away a good Artillery Officer, and putting 
him where a man of business only is wanted. I wish that he 
might be relieved, and Capt. Fred Martin, 1st. Loyal Vir- 
ginians, be appointed. 


B. F. Butler, Maj, Gen. Comdg. 
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From General Butler 

Headquarters, 18th Army Corps, Departmerct of Va. and N. Carolina, 
Foeteess Moneob, December 21ii, 1863 

Hon. Wm. H. Seward, Secretary of State 

Sir; I find by Richmond papers that at a meeting of tlie 
tobacco brokers in Richmond it was, among other things, 
unanimously resolved that the Confederate Government be 
requested not to permit any tobacco to be shipped by the 
French Government, because the United States Government 
had made it a condition that all the tobacco owned by 
French subjects had been purchased prior to March 4th, 
1861, while, as the meeting resolved, to their certain knowl- 
edge all the tobacco had been in fact purchased since March 
4th, 1861. 

I am inclined to give more credence to this story because 
there was a Frenchman in New Orleans, claiming to be an agent 
of the French Government, purchasing tobacco during the 
summer of 1862, which I suppose will appear at Richmond to 
be shipped through our lines to France as a part of the tobacco 
purchased by the French Government previous to March 4th, 
1861. I have also information, from a source upon which I 
rely, that Monsieur Paul, the French Consul, was, when he 
passed through our lines, the bearer of letters and despatches 
from the Confederate Government, or its officers, to Parties 
in Europe. 

I do not desire any use to be made of this information save 
this, that I may have authority to search Monsieur Paul, 
the French Consul at Richmond, and his baggage, according 
to the usual rule, when he passes through my lines. We can 
then make certaia of the fact, one way or the other, and apolo- 
gize if we are wrong. I have the honor to be. 

Very respectfully, Yr, Obdt. Servant, 

B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 


From the ‘'Daily Richmond Sentinel” 

December lUh, 1863 [Not in chronological order] 

Ax a called meeting of the Richmond Tobacco Trade, held 
at the Tobacco Exchange on the 12th inst., the President in 
the chair, Capt. William T. Shepard was appointed Secretary 
pro-tern: 
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The Committee appointed at a meeting of the trade on the 
10th inst., made the following report, which on motion of John 
James, Esq., was received and adopted, viz: 

The Committee appointed by the Richmond Tobacco Trade, 
at its meeting on the 10th instant, have the honor to report 
that they sought and obtained an interview with his Excel- 
lency, the President of the Confederate States, and through 
Vii-m with the Hon. J. T. Benjamin, Secretary of State, on the 
subject of certain publications in the Richmond daily news- 
papers, on the 5th inst. relating to the French tobacco in the 
city of Richmond. 

The Committee were most cordially and respectfully re- 
ceived, and were informed by his Excellency, the President, 
and Mr. Benjamin, that the publications aforesaid do not 
contain the facts in relation to the French tobacco, but that 
the Confederate States Government neither could nor would 
make any objections to the removal of any tobacco, within 
the limi ts of the Confederacy, belonging. actually to the French 
Government, if done under certain restrictions, viz: to be 
cleared from a Confederate Port, and not to touch at any port 
in the United States. 

They were informed, also, that under the arrangement 
entered into between the Confederate States Government and 
Monsieur Paul, the Agent of the French Government, no 
tobacco other than that belonging to the French Government 
would be permitted to leave the Confederacy. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sam’l J. Haeeison, Chairman 

Richmond, December \%th 1863 

On motion of T. D. McKinney, Esq., the following resolu- 
tion was unanimously adopted, viz: 

Resolved, That inasmuch as the publication of the order 
of the Federal Government of the Urdted States, on its face, 
seems intended to convey the idea that the tobacco shipped 
by and for the French Government was bought and paid for 
prior to the 4th March, 1861, and such not being the case, all 
of the tobacco having been bought since that time, the facts 
shall be made known to the world by this publication, and 
that the Chairman of the meeting be requested to send by the 
different steamers leaving the Confederate States for foreign 
ports a copy of the daUy papers containing the above facts. 
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On motion, ordered that the proceedings of the meeting be 
published in all the daily papers of the city. 

John Caskie, President 
Wm. T. Sheppaed, Secretary fro tem. 

From General Butler 

Bead Quarters Deft. Va. & N.C., Foet Moneoe, Dec. ilst, 1863 

Maj. General Peck 

A REPOET has been made to these Head Quarters that the 
Provost Marshals in your district are in the habit of charging 
one dollar for permits to come from Newbern here, under a 
mistaken construction of General Order No. 40 from these 
Head Quarters. The true intention of the Order is only to 
charge persons going entirely out of the Department, as for 
instance from Newbern or Hatteras direct to New York. 
People coming otu Fortress Monroe should not be charged as 
if they go further than here. They pay for their passport here. 

Very res-pectfully. Your Obi. Servant, 

R. S. Davis, Maj. & A.A.G. 

From General Butler 

Ed, Qrs. 18 th Army Corps^ Dept, of Va. and N.C., 

Fortress Monroe, Dec. 22, 1863 

Brig. Gen. Lockwoob, Comd’g Middlesex Deft., 

Baltimoee, Md. 

General: I find great difficulty from the system of passes 
in your Dept. As it is, no man can come from Baltimore to 
Fortress Monroe without a pass from you, thereby putting 
it to your judgment who shall come into my Dept., instead 
of to mine. As the boats touch only at Fortress Monroe, 
where we are prepared to take charge of any amount of passen- 
gers short of fifteen thousand without notice, I have no fears 
of any improper person coming down here. I desire, there- 
fore, that there shall be some alterations in your regulations, 
so that at least gentlemen having my passes shall go and 
return, and that my Officers shall not, as they have in one or 
two instances, lose their connection through having to report 
at your Provost Marshal’s office before going on board the 
boat. I should be happy to respect your passes at any and 
all times, and wiU so give orders. 

To come to Fortress Monroe is the only direction in which 
passes are required in Baltimore. Men can go through to 
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Washington, or any part of Maryland, or the Eastern Shore, 
without passes, where they can much more easily communi- 
cate with the enemy than by any possibility at Fortress Monroe, 
and I am about to see why a distinction is made of this Depart- 
ment. Hoping to confer with you fully upon this subject. I 
have the honor to be. 

Very resfeetfully. Your obedient servant, 
Benj. F. Butlee, Major Gen. Comd’g. 

From General Butler 

Ed, Qts. 18th Army Carps, Dept, of Va. and N.C., 

Fortress Monroe, Dec. 22, 1863 

Brig. Gen. Maeston, Comd’g. Point Lookottt, Md. 

General: I rec’d a note from the Col. Com’dg the Post 
that eight hundred rebel prisoners were at my disposal, accord- 
ing to the order sent you on the inst. 

After these men have been paroled and are ordered to go 
South for the purposes of exchange, I desire that you will give 
them an opportunity of taking the Oath of Allegiance and 
going North or remaining, and going South and being 
exchanged. 

Have read distinctly to them each, in squads, so that they 
may understand it, so much of the President’s Proclamation 
as relates to their pardon. 

The object is that no rebel prisoner shall go South who 
desires to take the Oath. But the offer must not be made to 
them imtU they are paroled and ready to go South, in order 
that they may not seem to take it under duress. Please see 
that they understand it. I have the honor to be. 

Very respectfully, Your obdt. servant, 

Benj. F. Bxjtlee, Maj. Gen. Comd’g. 

From D. Heaton to General Butler 

Newbubn, N.C., Beamier Stind , 1863 

Dear Sie: I wish to introduce to you Uriah Thomas, Esq., 
Assistant Special Agt. of the Treasury Dept, for North 
Carolina. 

An urgent invitation having been received to-day from H. 
A. Risley, Esq., the Treasury Agent at Washington, to meet 
him for mutual consultation at your Head Quarters, Mr. 
Thomas readily goes in my place, as it would be imprudent 
for me to attempt the trip just now, in consequence of recent 
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illness. I siiould certainly have responded in person had I 
deemed it at all advisable. 

You win find. Air. Thomas, however, well-posted as to the 
condition of commercial as well as other matters in this Dis- 
trict. He will converse with you and Mr. Risley freely and 
fully, and I sincerely hope the meeting may result greatly to 
the public interest. 

Conscious of unremittmg attention to the multiplied duties 
of this agency for the past six months, I cannot but believe but 
what a clear understanding of what actually has been accom- 
plished must meet with approval. 

I hope soon to have the opportunity to give you, personally, 
a statement of the condition of things when I first arrived here. 
I mean in relation to supplies and commercial matters. 

I have met thousands of needy and destitute men, and 
besides endeavoring to aid in providing supplies in limited 
quantities and safely, I have never suffered an opportunity 
to pass without mstilling the necessity of an unflinching devo- 
tion to our Government. 

Excuse this digression. Mr. Thomas is a gentleman of high- 
standiog and intelligence in Mionesota, and you will find him 
in every way worthy of your confidence. 

Very Respec^ully, Your oht. servt., 

D. Heaton, Sup. Spl. Agt. N.D. 

From General Butler 

Ed. Qrs. 18th Army CorpSy Dept, oj V a. and N.C., 
Fortress Monroe, Deo. 22, 1863 

CHAMiES W. Butts, Esq., Norfolk, Va. 

Sir; Upon the reception of your petition m behalf of your 
clients Bidgood and others, I immediately referred the same 
to Maj. Jos. M. Bell for a report of the facts as they appeared 
at the trial, and have the honor to forward a copy of his report. 

The evidence certainly puts a very different phase upon 
the offences of these men from that stated in the petition. 

It seems that they organized a riot, broke into a negro’s 
house, beat his wife with a table leg and carried him off, an 
old man, into slavery, lying about it by saying that they were 
going to carry him to the Yankees; and you claim that these 
men are the most respectable citizens of the country. 

If these facts were true, and I must take them to be true upon 
the report of the Judge, I only regret that he did not add a 
ball and chain as part of the punishment. 
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Lawlessness, by even “the most respectable people of the 
country,” must cease within the reach of the military authori- 
ties of this Department. 

The deplorable ignorance of these criminals sufficiently 
justifies Judge Bell in the leniency "with which he regarded 
their crime, one of the highest known to any law, and so far 
from intending by any action of mine to lighten their punish- 
ment, I am much tempted to add to it, that they shall be kept 
in imprisonment at hard labor until Steve Williamson, their 
victim, is returned from slavery, and you advise with them 
whether it will not be more for their comfort and convenience 
to have Williamson returned to his home before the three and 
sis months expire, to which they are sentenced by Judge 
BeU, as I take the question under advisement whether after 
their term of punishment expires they shall not be held as 
hostages for his return. 

I have examined the question with reference to the plea 
you set up of the pardon in the President’s Proclamation. If 
I could see any evidence that these men did this as any act 
directly or indirectly in aid of the Rebellion, except perhaps 
too remotely, all riots and kidnapping may be said to be in 
aid of that great crime, it would seem to me that they might 
come within the terms of that pardon. But, as far as I am 
advised, the pardon does not reach them. I therefore return 
you your petition with the enclosures, directing that you make 
the report of Judge Bell and this letter a part of any applica- 
tion to the President for pardon of the offences of your clients. 
I have the honor to be. 

Very respectfully, Your obdt. sent., 

Benj. F. Butlek, Maj. Gen. Comd’g. 

From General Butler 

Headquarters, Department Fa. and N,C., Fort Monroe, Deo. 22nd, 1863 

Major B. Foster, Asst. Adjt. Gen., Dist. of N.C. 

Major: Your package with affidavits has been received, 
supposed to contain the money of Private Chollar, 21st Conn. 
Vols. Upon being opened by me in the presence of my Asst- 
Adjt. Gen., it was found to contain but $3.70 instead of $274.70 
which it was marked. 

Your affidavit contains no satisfactory explanation of how 
the exhibit became separated from the papers of the com- 
mission which it should have accompanied. Nor is there any 
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mention of any complaint by you of any loss of your own 
money, whicb you say lay side by side with the sealed pack- 
age in your trunk. 

Why a thief should stop to unseal a package to take out 
money, when he could take that which lay beside it unsealed, 
is a question which will require investigation. . 

You give no account of the whereabouts of the proceedings 
of the Military Communications. You have forwarded no 
copy of the letters upon this subject. 

You will send to this office, all such papers as may be within 
your possession or power of control. Indicate to the best of 
your knowledge where any other papers may be found that 
will throw light upon this subject, and such further explana- 
tions, evidence, and facts as you may deem proper, before 
further action is taken. 

In the meantime you will carefully refrain from drawdng 


any pay or money allowance until this affair is investigated. 

I have the honor to be, rr ^ ?? 

Very respecijully, 

B. F. Butlee, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 


From, General Butler 

December 1863 

Captain G. V. Fox, Asst. Secretary of the Navy 
Flag of Truce went up on Friday. Has not returned yet. 
I do not believe any Richmond paper of the 19 th has been 
received in the United States. Certainly none which could 
have got to Philadelphia. I don’t believe the story. It is 
from Fhiladelphm. p 


From General Butler 

December 1863 

To ike President 

Private Wm. H. Blake, Battery “E,” Penna. ArtiQery, is 
under sentence of death by hanging for murder. In my judg- 
ment a very deliberate one. He will not be executed without 
further orders from you. The records were forwarded on the 
19 th inst. to Col. Holt. 

Benjamin F. Butler, Major General Commanding 


VOL. in— 16 
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From General Butler 

Forteess Monroe, Dee. 9,ind, 1863 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War 

I AM a good deal disturbed by the situation of a Naval 
Ordnance store house among wooden buildings at this Post, 
to which I called your attention in a recent report. 

It is not common prudence to permit it to remain in its 
present condition. Please give me information about it. 

B. F. Butlek, Maj. Gen. Commanding 


From General Butler 

Head Quarters Dept Va, & N.C., Fort Monroe, Dec. 1863 

Brig. Gen. Geo. W. Getty 

The Maj. Gen. Commanding directs me to say, in reply 
to your communication of the 18th inst. that every person 
who desires to take the oath may be permitted so to do, but 
the oath by no means 'proves loyalty. A man cannot be con- 
sidered truly loyal without the oath, and he may be a rebel 
with it. You will therefore let only those pass our lines who 
you are satisfied are truly loyal and well disposed. I have the 

honor to be, Very respectfully. Your Obt. servant. 


From J. M. Forbes 

Boston, Dec. %ind, 1863 

Major General B. F. Betler, Fortress Monroe 
Dear Sir: Your favor of the 18th addressed to me is re- 
ceived this morning, but it contains neither the General Order 
No. 46 which you refer to, nor the memo, of clothing desired. 

At our committee meeting to-morrow your communication 
will be laid before the General Commanding. We are just now 
much occupied in helping to fill the quota of Mass, by raising 
a cavalry regiment of blacks. Cannot you help us by sparing 
a few of your light weights, upon our helping you to take care 
of the families which prove such heavy weights? 

We find no great difficulty in getting negroes, but it seems 
absurd to take men from their well-paid industry and com- 
fortable homes in the free states, when our state bounties 
could get men accustomed to the Southern climate and afford 
relief to their suffering families. 

The great difficulty in bringing the men here is that once 
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out of the military lines we cannot control them, and the land 
sharks steal them away for their bounties. The true thing 
would be to let us enlist them in the rebel districts. 

We need the help of your influence at Washington to do this 
unless you can, under a military necessity, send us a trans- 
port-load of negroes, who have signed an article before leavmg, 
and can be landed at Long Island! I suppose this might be 
irregular, and need some straining of the letter of the law, 
but perhaps you will take the responsibility. With great 

respect, I am, Your obdt. Servt., J. M. Foebes, Chairman 


From General BuUer 

December 1863, Washington 

I DID not intend to send a list of the clothing, but did intend 
to send orders, which I have directed. 

The Secretary of War, after my most urgent solicitations, 
has directed that I shall not allow any negroes to enlist out- 
aide ot my department. B. F. B. 


From General Butler 

Headquarters, 18th Army Corps, Department of Virginia and North Carolina, 

Fobteebs Monroe, Dec, 23, 1863 

Hon. Robt. Otjld, Commissioner of Exchange of the Confederate 
Authorities 

Sir: I enclose two papers, the contents of which will explain 
themselves, and perhaps you will be able by forwarding them 
to relieve the anguish of an aflSicted family. I have the honor 

Very Respectfully Your obedient servant, 

Benj. F. Butler, Mag. Gen. Comd’g. 


From General Butler 

Headquarters, Department of Va., and N.C., Port Monroe, 

Dee. i$rd, 186S 

Captain Gransevoort, Senior Naval Officer, 

Newport News 

Captain: I send Brig. Gen. Graham to bring to your atten- 
tion the matter of the detention of the “Flag of Truce,” of 
which I telegraphed you last night. 

I much desire that you will send out a gunboat to reconnoi- 
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tre wlule I will send up another boat under “Flag of Truce. 
I have the honor to be, resfedfvUy, 

Benj. F. Butlek, Maj. Gen, Comdg. 


From J. W. McDonald 

December 1863 

Com. H. Y. PiJEBiANCE, Lt. Inspector 5th District 

Sir: I received on board this day a colored man from the 
Rappahannock river. This man states that there are some 
fifty cavalry lurking about Lancaster and Northumberland 
Court Houses, picking up deserters and conscripting. There 
is also a large quantity of pork and cattle constantly being 
taken to Richmond, Va. T^eat and corn are also taken to 
the same place. 

He states that a large quantity of salt is being made about 
Deep Creek by James R. Ball and H. Dallman, at Belle Isle, 
and Robert Mitchell at the head of Deep Creek. All these 
works are on Deep Creek, Rappahannock River. James Webb 
has a ferry near Carter’s Wharf; also another ferry is kept at 
Union wharf. These ferries have scows built large enough to 
carry several loaded wagons at a time. The Rebel cavalry 
previously spoken of, appear in the uniform of the United 
States in order to deceive Union People. This man further 
states that there are many men hiding in the woods from the 
cavalry company. There is also a large amount of grain in 
the above-named counties, suflficient to supply Lee’s rebel 
army. There are several tanneries near Fairfax C. House. 
Sam’l Downey keeps one and another is kept at Union Village. 
The scows are kept closely concealed when any gunboats are 
in sight. There is a large amount of fine-cut ship timber at 
Mordica Creek, a little above Deep Creek. There is a quan- 
tity at Chase’s mill, which in up Mordica Creek. 

The colored man helped to cut the timber, and he is familiar 
with Richmond, Lancaster, and Northumberland Counties. 
He says he will act as a guide to any force that may be sent 
into these counties. He is at present on board of the Smith’s 
Point Light Vessel. 

Very respectfully, Your obedient servant, 

J. W. McDonald, Keeper of Smith’s Point Light Vessel 
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From J. M. Forbes 

Boston, December 23rd, 1863 

Major Gen. B. F. Btttusr, Fortress Monroe 

My dear Sir: Your favor of the 29th has been received 
to-day, and with yours of the 18th laid before our Committee, 
who have placed in the hands of A. Endicott, Esq., the sum of 
$2500 to be invested in cloth or clothing, and forwarded to 
you for the use of the colored soldiers’ families. 

They have also appointed Judge Russell and Hon. Oakes 
Ames a committee to confer with Governor Andrew as to what 
can be done in the way of usiug our bounties out of the state, 
and then to wait on Secretary Stanton and yourself in the 
hope of effecting some arrangement for enlisting a part of the 
Massachusetts quota in the slave states. 

I enclose a private sheet, having some matter bearing on 
questions interesting to you, and with great respect. 

Your obdt. Servant, J. M. Forbes, Chairman 

From Richard S. Fay, Jr. to General Butler 

Private. Boston, December StSrd, 1863 

Dear General: Mr. J. Wiley Edmands has just been in 
here to ask my introduction (which I told him was entirely 
imnecessary) to induce you to do what you could to get a 
letter and some money to his son. Major Edmands, now a 
prisoner at Richmond. The Major is a very gallant lad of 
about 20, and said to be a capable officer. 

The Middlesex make up with about $200,000 profit, and 
divides 10 %, which I have collected and placed to your credit. 
I have petitioned the Legislature for permission to increase 
capital to one million, and think we shall increase to $750,000 
the coming spring. My father and his family have gone to 
Europe for 2 years, which gives me a good deal of extra work 
and confinement. I invested your gold in Montreal City 
Bonds, of which I will give you particulars in an account cur- 
rent I propose to send you Jan. 1st, at which date I shall also 
credit you $1000 on our gold. 

I live in the hope of being able to get down to see you this 
winter. It is cold as Greenland to-day, and I envy you the 
warmer climate. I am not quite sure if Mrs. Butler is with 
you. If she is, pray remember me to her, and believe me as 

always. Sincerely yours, Richard S. Fat, Jr. 
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From, General Butler 

Headquarters, Department of Va., and N, Carolina, Fortress Monroe, 

December ^3rd, 1863 

Hon. Salmon P. Chase, Secretary of Treasury 

Sir: The friends of our prisoners at Richmond are con- 
tinually sending on money to them either in greenbacks or 
gold. When that arrives at Richmond, it is changed by the 
Confederate authorities into Confederate money, and turned 
over to the prisoners. 

The rebel Government appropriate the gold and greenbacks 
to their own use. Now, you have some two million of the Con- 
federate money which was captured on a Mississippi steam- 
boat, in the United States Treasury. I wish you would send 
me a few thousand dollars of them, which is of no use to the 
United States, and while it lies in the vaults of the Treasury 
serves to keep so much Confederate money out of Circulation, 
according to the proposition of Davis message, and is entirely 
useless. 

I will change the amount according to the latest Richmond 
quotations, ten or twelve to one, as the case may be, for the 
gold sent to be forwarded to Richmond to the prisoners, and 
will return the proceeds to the Treasury of the United States. 
I have the honor to be. 

Very Respectfully, Yr. Obdt. Sent., 

Benj. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 

From General Butler 

Headquarters, Department Va., & N. Carolina, Fortress Monroe, 

December %Srd, 1863 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, Sec’y. of War 
Sir: I have received a letter by your direction from General 
Canhy, in regard to General Order No. 46, directing me that 
the Engineer Officer at this Fort is hot to be disturbed by 
reason of anything in that Order. There has been no occasion 
for any disturbance of the Engineer Department in conse- 
quence of Paragraph 5 of that order, which I wish to call your 
attention to. Of course you cannot desire that the Engineer 
Officers of the Department should pay more for labor than the 
price at which it can be procured; and at the present time 
there is a great surplus of colored labor which can be procured 
at $10 per month and rations. You will perceive by the Order 
that I have made provisions for skilled labor at a higher rate, 
so that in practice the Officer has only to certify that a given 
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laborer is a skilled laborer, in order to employ him, at any 
rate of wages which his conscience will permit. 

At this Post the substantial employment of the Engineer is 
building Fort Wool at the Rip-Raps, late Fort Calhoun 
which was begun in 1819, and will not be finis hed during your 
hie or mine. 

Not a gun is yet mounted upon it, and it maybe well doubted 
whether the mi ll i ons spent upon it will not be wasted, because 
the granite blocks of which it is composed have never been 
submitted to the test of the immense weight and power of the 
modern projectiles. Immediately upon the issue of my Order, 
almost every Officer of the Staff in this Department, who had 
favorite negro laborers in his employ at very high rates of 
wages, became alarmed and seemed determined to keep them, 
and therefore arose the cry, “ Great is Diana of the Ephesians.” 
There is at least one negro employed in the Engineer Depart- 
ment at a cost exceeding the rate fixed by Congress, who has 
been so employed for at least thirty (30) years, and I found in 
my Quarter Master Department almost seven hundred (700) 
negroes employed to do the work which I think could be done 
with three hundred (300). Now, if you desire that I should 
attempt to correct any of the abuses of the Department, I 
beg leave to suggest that whenever complaints of my action 
come to you from officers of the Staff Department, or others, 
you will do me the favor to ask for a report on the complaint, 
and then I shall be only too happy to most cordially submit 
to your judgment. Be assured that I will see to it that nothing 
happens to the Engineer Department here which shall impair 
its usefulness or efficiency. I have the honor to be, 

Very Respectfully, Your Obedient Servant, 

B. F. BtTTLER, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 


From General Butler 

Headquarters, De'partment Fa., and N.C., Fort Monroe, Dec. StUh, 1863 

Hon. Robert Ould, Commissioner of Exchange, of the 
Confederate Authorities 

Sir: I have the honor to enclose to you an official copy of 
the authority conferring upon me the duties of Commissioner 
of Exchange of Prisoners, so that we may be able to establish 
official relations upon the subject. I have the honor to be. 
Very respeetfuUy, Your obedient sent., 

B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg, 
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From Confederate States Agent Quid 

Confederate States of America, War Department, Richmond, Va., 

December llih, 1863 [Not in clironological order]] 

Maj. Gen. E. A. Hitchcock, Commissioner of Exchange 

Sie: I have this day received from Maj. Gen. B. P. Butler 
a copy of a communication to him, signed by yourself as com- 
missioner for the exchange of prisoners, in which it is stated 
that by the authority and orders of the U. S. Secretary of War, 
Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler was appointed “special agent for the 
exchange of prisoners of war at City Point.” 

You are doubtless aware that by proclamation of the Presi- 
dent of the Confederate States Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler is under 
the ban of outlawry. Although we do not pretend to prescribe 
what agents your Government shall employ in connection 
with the cartel, yet when one who has been proclaimed to be so 
obnoxious as General Butler is selected, self-respect requires 
that the Confederate authorities should refuse to treat with 
him or establish such relations with him as properly pertain 
to an agent of exchange. The proclamation of President 
Davis forbids that General Butler should be admitted to the 
protection of the Confederate Government, and he cannot 
therefore be received under a flag of truce. Accordingly, I 
am directed by the Confederate authorities to inform you that 
Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler will not be recognized by them as an 
agent of exchange. 

ResfectfuUy, Your obedient servant, 

Ro. OuLD, Agent of Exchange 

Official Records, War of Rebellion, Series Vol. VI, page 768. 

From Colonel Shaffer 

Fobt Monkob, Va., Dec. 1863 

Adjutant General 

Sbceetakt of Wae’s despatch, announcing Averill’s return, 
received. The despatch assigning Point Lookout, Accomac, 
and Northampton to this Command was received. General 
Butler left yesterday for Point Lookout, will return to-night. 

J. W. Shaffee, Col. & Chiff Stqff 

From William T. Webster to General Butler 

Lowell, December i 4 th , 1868 

Fkiend Gbneeal: The quota of Massachusetts Volunteers 
is being very slowly filled. About 400 out of the 3300 for 
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Boston have been raised, Lowell bas raised one-balf of ber 
number. Tbe towns on tbe Cape are worse off than any other 
part of the state. Brought up on the sea, every available man 
has enlisted in the Navy. But one conscript from Barnstable 
county went to the war. The rest were exempted as disquali- 
fied, two or three paid commutation. They are willing to 
raise a large amount of money in addition to State bounty, 
equal to from $50 to $100 per man. Their agent has been to 
see Gov. Andrew, who approves of the agent’s plan, which is 
something like this. The men are not on the Cape. Money 
can be raised for recruiting purposes and placed in their 
Agent’s hands, who furnishes the men and takes the money. 
He has been to see Hildreth and myself, and wishes to ascer- 
tain whether or not negroes from your vicinity can be supplied 
to make their quota. 

Gov. Andrew says that whatever men can be obtained there 
shall be counted for the town obtaining them, and be furnished 
the state bounty as if enlisted here. I don’t know whether 
this is practicable, or how it will affect your recruiting. 

The State will pay the bounty. No- towns will pay the re- 
cruiting agent. Probably $100,000 extra can be had for 1000 
men in addition to bounty. Would the bounty enable you to 
get men, that otherwise would not enlist? In one view it is 
tantamount to offering a bounty to men to enlist, where now 
you can pay no bounty. 

The bounty might constitute a fund to take care of the 
famfiies of those who enlist. Gov. Andrew is raising a Negro 
Cavalry regiment of 1200 men. The enlisting negro could go 
into that, or join any old regiment. 

I promised the Agent that I would write to you. He says 
that he opened the scheme to the Governor, and he approved 
of it and will give it his aid. Can it be done? Will you allow 
it to be done? What is the best way to do it? 

The men must be raised in some such way. They are not 
there to be drafted or to volunteer. I told these men that I 
should have a reply by Tuesday. Please give this matter 
some attention. 

Your family, the part at home, are well, except that on 
last Saturday and Sunday Harriet had another of her pleurisy 
fit of pains, such as Blanche remembers. Mrs. Webster went 
up to the house and stayed a night or two, and brought her 
on to her feet again. 

Your boys were at my home on Thanksgiving, and I believe 
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my boys repay the visit by spending Christmas with them. So 
expect to hear of broken glass and china ware. 

Doct. Edson returned on Monday last. 

Col. Sawtelle is in the office, and says that he is getting well 
very fast, and desires to be remembered by you whenever a 
chance offers, or you want him. George Webster starts this 

afternoon. Yours truly, Wm. T. Webster 

From General Butler 

Headquarters, Department Va., and N.C., Fort Monroe, Dec. 1863 

Eon. Robert Ould, Commissioner of Exchange of the 

Confederate Authorities 

Sir: I send by Major Mulford, Asst. Commr. of Exchange, 
502 Prisoners of War from the Confederate Army from Point 
Lookout. All I believe serviceable, and substantially those 
longest there in confinement. I offer them for delivery at City 
Point upon condition of receiving the same number of men 
held by your authorities as Prisoners of War from our Army, 
leaving all questions of difference in controversy between your 
authorities and my Government for the present in abeyance. 

I have made personal examination of the condition of the 
Prisoners of War of the Confederate Army now in prison at Pt. 
Lookout, and beg leave to assure you that they are as well 
cared for and in as comfortable a condition of good health, 
and as well fed, as the soldiers in our Army. I will send you 
in my next communication the statement of the Sergeants, 
Confederate Prisoners, who have charge of the several Cook- 
Houses upon that subject. 

I do not mean to say that their ration is as large as our 
regularly-issued ration, because of their state of entire inac- 
tivity. But it is in every respect of the same quality as 
those issued to the men guarding. 

If you have any doubt of it, upon an examination of the 
condition of the men I send you, and upon hearing their 
statement, please suggest what in your judgment should be 
done further in their behalf. I have made this examination 
and statement to you in order that you may be able to satisfy 
the friends of the prisoners who may be disturbed by the 
unfounded reports of ill-treatment and cruelty suffered by the 
prisoners at Pt. Lookout, in like manner as our people are 
excited by what I hope are like groundless stories of ill-usage 
and starvation suffered by our soldiers in your hands. 
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I find there are some of the wounded from Gettysburg, 
and some have been sick that are convalescent, and some so 
far disabled by sickness that while they may be sent forward 
for exchange they will probably be of no use or further service 
in the field. 

Men without arms and legs and debilitated by sickness are 
certainly unfit to bear the necessary hardships incident to a 
condition of Prisoners of War. Besides, they encumber our 
hospitals. As upon examinations I did not think it proper to 
order them into the Prisoners Camp with wounds freshly 
healed, and health hardly restored, and perhaps as the hope of 
seeing their friends might have a beneficial influence upon 
their health, therefore I suggest that in the next transport I 
send up as many of those as are entirely able to bear the 
exposures of travel without probable danger to their health, 
and that in exchange you will return to me an equal number of 
our soldiers that may be in like condition. 

As it may be inconvenient and prejudicial to their health 
to transship these invalids on either side, I will have men put 
upon a separate boat, upon which there shall be nothing but 
provisions for them, and will direct that the boat be put at 
your disposal at City Point to carry them immediately to 
Richmond, and bring back those that you shall give in 
exchange. 

Of course you will transfer, if you think best, the Master 
and crew of the boat to the Steamer “New York,” which will 
accompany them, and will remain at City Point, and put your 
own Master and Crew on board until the boat is returned. 

I need not suggest the necessity of care that the boat, 
which is but a hired transport, shall receive no damage while 
in your charge, for which my Government will be responsible. 

And I further suggest whether the same means of avoiding 
transshipment might not be a convenience, and facilitate in 
making further exchanges of well men as well as invalids. 

I also send four Officers, lately captured at Charles City 
Court House, and a Surgeon. One in exchange for Capt. 
Irvine, who was sent down by last boat, one at his urgent 
request, suffering from injuries, and two others for whom you 
will forward me my Officers of equal rank. 

I send these though lately captured, because I have no 
Officers short of Johnson’s Island, and I wish to avoid delay. 
Also a number of other prisoners whom I understand were 
exchanged long since, but by some oversight were not forwarded 
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until now, I trust such oversight will never happen again. I 
have the honor to be. 

Very respectftdly, Yr. Ohi. Servt., 

B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Commanding 

From General Butler 

Head-Quarters 18tk Army Corps, Dept, of Va. and North Carolina, 
Forteess Monroe, Dec. %5th, 1863 

Brig. Gen. Mabston, Comd’g Point Lookout 

General: You will prepare five hundred Confederate Pris- 
oners ready to be shipped as soon as the boat arrives, with 
the least delay possible. 

These men are to the extent that the number will permit 
to be convalescents, woimded men so far recovered as to be 
able to travel, being careful to put no one on board whose 
health can by any possibility suffer from the exposure of the 
journey. 

I send this by my Chief Quartermaster, Col. Briggs, who is 
accompanied by Lt. Col. Taylor, Chief Commissary, who will 
be able to consult with you upon their respective Staff Depart- 
ments, under your command. I hope to be able to send for 
the men on Monday. I have the honor to be. 

Very respectfully. Your obedient servant, 

B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comd’g. 


From General Butler 

Ed. Qrs. 18th Army Corps, Dept, of Va. and N.C., Fortress Monroe, 

December %5ih, 1863 

Brig. Gen. Morris, Comd’g Fort McHenry 
General: I have been informed that there are certain Con- 
federate Prisoners captured by the Navy, or by the Army, in 
irons in Fort McHenry under your charge. I do not credit 
the information. If there are any such prisoners who have 
been put in irons within ninety days last past, or being put in 
irons previously, are now, or have been in irons within ninety 
days last past, please inform me officially by whose order they 
were put in irons, for what offence, or supposed reason, how 
long they have been in irons, or, if released, by whose order 
and when. 

Careful and distinct answers to these queries, and any 
other information you may have upon the subject, is needed 
by me as the basis of a representation to the Confederate 
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Authorities m regard to the retaliation on their part for a 
supposed confinement in irons of certain prisoners under your 
command. An early attention to this, that it may reach me 
by Monday to go to Richmond, is desired. I have the honor 

Very respectfully. Your obedient servant, 

B. P. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comd’g. 

From the Assistant Secretary of War 

War Depariment, Washington City, D.C., December 9t5ik^ 1863 

Major General B. F. Butler, Fortress Monroe, Va. 

General: Herewith I send for your information nine letters 
seized at the time of the arrest of Johnston, and in relation 
to which I telegraphed to you within a few days. 

Very respectfully. Your obedient servant, 

P. H. Watson, Asst, Sec. of War 

From General Butler 

Head Quarters Dept. Va. d: N.C., Fort Monkob, Dec. St5tk, 1863 

Mrs. M. A. Timberdake, Norfolk 
Your note in regard to your house is received. You have 
forgotten to state one important fact which will be quite 
material in examining your case. That is, whether you are 
loyal to the Government of the U. S. If you are so, I cer- 
tainly will see to it that justice is done you in regard to your 
house; if you are not, you will see that I am debarred by the 
Order No. 49, a copy of which I enclose, from even hearing 
your request. Meanwhile, I will refer your matter for inves- 
tigation and report. I have the honor to be. 

Your Obt. Servant, B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 

From General Butler 

Head Quarters Dept. Va. & N.C.^ Fort Monroe, Dec. iStk, 1863 

Colonel Kinsman, Supt. Genl. Negro Affairs 

This will introduce to you Mr. Totem, a gentleman who 
comes here from N. J. as Agent of the “Society of Friends,” 
who are endeavoring to alleviate the condition of the negroes 
at Yorktowm. At their request I have pretty much given up 
the charge of that colony to them, but I find it necessary that 
we should exercise a little more supervision over it. 

Hear Mr. Totem's statement on the subject, and take such 
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measures as may be necessary in the premises. You will need 
to see Gen. Wistar, and will no doubt have his hearty co- 
operation. I have the honor to be 

Your Obt. Servt., B. P. Butleb, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 


From General Butler 

EeadquarterSi 18ik Army Corps, Department Va., & N* Carolina, 

Foeteess Moneoe, December ilih, 1863 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War 

Sie: On Thursday last, in compliance with your order by 
telegram, I went to Point Lookout, made a full inspection of 
its locality as a Prison Camp, the means of retaining the 
prisoners within and defending it from any attack without, 
and also the condition of the prisoners there confined, and 
made inquiry into the general administration of the affairs in 
that district. 

Immediately upon receiving your suggestion of possibility 
of rescue, I sent the army gunboat, “Gen. Jessup,” to report 
to General Marston, and also a very efficient light Battery. 

I am advised that Point Lookout is one of the best situa- 
tions, and with sufficient capacity to retain and control all 
prisoners that we have, or are likely to have, in our hands. 

It is entirely defensible owing to its situation, with much 
less than the present force guarding it, against the attack 
of the whole of General Lee’s army. 

I found the prisoners well-fed, perfectly well sheltered as 
regards tents, and sufficiently clothed. I send appended a 
memorandum of a conversation, reduced to writing by my 
phonographic clerk, and afterwards sworn to by the six Con- 
federate prisoners who were Sergeants of the Cook houses. It 
will be observed that their statement is a complete answer to 
all slanders against the management of the prisoners. 

I found that the internal administration of the post had 
been very satisfactorily carried on by Brig. General Martson, 
who deserves great credit for his efficiency and economy. 
But I think the external arrangements are exceedingly 
expensive. 

All the supplies, whether Quartermaster’s or Commissa- 
ries’, are furnished from Washington, so that bread and forage 
are first to be carried by Point Lookout to Washington, and 
then brought back, and delivered at Point Lookout. 

That necessitates the running of a steamer daily between 
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Point Lookout and Washington. I shall take leave to alter 
the arrangement as to supplies and furnish the supplies 
directly from Baltimore or New York, to be landed at Point 
Lookout without any trans-shipment. 

I also propose that the steamers of the Bay line, running 
between Baltimore and Fortress Monroe, as they pass Point 
Lookout each way on their route, shall stop there for mail 
matter and passengers, so that communication between that 
Point and Washington will be twice as frequent as at present, 
and every day between Fortress Monroe and that Point, and, 
that, too, without any additional expense to the Government, 
and the saving of the steamboat upon the Potomac. 

I have written to the Postmaster General so to arrange the 
mails. This will relieve the services of one steamer plying on 
the Potomac River. 

I find that there has been the sum of $65,000 in cash saved 
from feeding the prisoners, over and above the allowance. I 
propose to use such portion of that fund as may be necessary 
for the purpose of furnishing facilities of transportation in 
exchange of prisoners, which are now chargeable to the 
Quartermaster’s Department. 

I have taken five hundred prisoners from Point Lookout 
and sent them to City Point by flag of truce, as opening of 
exchange, and I expect to be able to telegraph you by the time 
you receive this report of the success of the experiment, and 
I will then report at length the correspondence between Mr. 
Quid and myself upon the subject of exchange. 

I have sent none away that did not desire to go. I am in- 
formed that large numbers of the prisoners would volunteer 
in our service if thought proper, and to that I see no objection. 
I have the honor to be. 

Very Respectfully, Tour obedient Servant, 

B. F. Butleb, Major General Commanding 

From General Butler 

Foet Monhob, Va.., Dee. nth 1863 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, See’y. of War 

Is there any objection to my enlisting as many prisoners as 
may desire to do so, after they know they can be exchanged 
either in regular or volunteer force of the United States, or 

that of any State? ^ ^ Butleb, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 
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From General Butler 

Headquarters, Department of Va., dc N, Carolina, Foeteess Moneoe, 

December Si7th, 1863 

Hon. M. Blaik, Postmaster General 

Sir: As you are aware, the Bay Line own steamers convey- 
ing the mails daily each way between Baltimore and Fort 
Monroe. These steamers pass directly by Point Lookout, 
which is 72 miles from Fort Monroe. In order to get daily 
communication between that Point and my Headquarters, 
the prisoners there having been put under my charge, I shall 
make arrangements to have the boats of that line stop there. 
Point Lookout is now supplied with postal facilities by a mail 
Steamer down the Potomac, which runs down one day and up 
the next. If you will arrange the mails to go via Baltimore, 
and the Bay Line there can be mail communications between 
Point Lookout and Washington twice as often as at present, 
and that too without any extra expense of transportation 
between Baltimore and Point Lookout, and the expense of 
the Mail Steamer down the Potomac can be saved. 

The passengers going by the Bay Line would more than 
compensate the line for the expense of stopping, and they will 
have time to make their connections. Early consideration of 
this matter as is convenient will oblige. 

Very Respectfully, Yr. Obdt. Servant, 

B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 

From General Butler 

Head-Quarters, 18th Army Corps, Department of Virginia & North Carolina, 

Foeteess Moneoe, Dec. 27, 1863 

Col. Jos. Holt, Judge Advocate Gen. of the U. S., 
Washington, D.C. 

Colonel: I send enclosed herewith papers in the case of 
Edgar Burroughs, late Major in the Confederate Army, who 
has been tried by Military Commission and found guilty 
capitally. As the case is one of great importance, and involves 
a very important question necessary to be at once decided, I 
pray leave to call your special attention to it. 

In my revision of the proceedings, I have carefully stated 
the facts in evidence, so that you will need but read the revi- 
sion to arrive at the questions raised. I have put a mark so 
that you can easily turn to that part of the record. May I 
ask yours and the President’s early attention to this matter. 
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as I am informed that I may be troubled from Richmond 
upon it. I have the honor to be. 

Very respec^ully. Your obedient servt., 

Benj. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 


From General Bviler 

Secretary of War December zstk, ises 

I HAVE twelve Brig. Gen’Is. in this Dept., and about seven- 
teen or eighteen thousand effective troops. Another one has 
just been sent me this morning without application. 

I should like permission to relieve such as I do not need. 
Benjamin F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Commanding 


From General Butler 

Headquarters, BejKirtTTLerd Fa,, & N,C,, Fort Monroe, Dec. StMi, 1863 

Madam: CoL West reports to me that you have been appro- 
priating to your own use articles furnished for the helpless and 
insane imder your charge by the charities of the benevolent 
people of the North. 

The articles taken from you are such as have been furnished 
by the Government and Sanitary Commissions. 

Taking that to be so, and I must take it upon the report of 
my officer to be so, your age only protects you from the sever- 
est punishment. A man or woman plundering the insane and 
helpless can have no excuse before God or Man. 

You will be sent by the lines with only the wearing apparel 
and furniture which of right belongs to you, and Col. West 
will be charged with the execution of this order, which will be 
published for the information of all concerned. I have the 

honor to be. Very respectfully, Yr. obdt. servt., 

Benj. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 


From General Butler 

Headquarters, Department Va., and N.C., Fort Monroe, Dec. 9Stk, 1863 

To the Officer Commanding Forces 
Sir: I am informed that certain persons claiming to be 
friends of the United States and a portion of the military 
forces of the United States, having been recruited in North 
Carolina, have organized themselves at Barcoes Island, lower 
end of Camden County, and that they are there in an unor- 
ganized manner without officers, and making excursions into 
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the country making captures and doiug acts that should only 
be done by regular military organizations. 

Please iuvestigate the matter thoroughly, and report to 
me the exact condition of these men. If they or any of them, 
enlisted in the forces of the United States are there without 
OflBcers, have them sent to the forces to which they belong. If 
there is any Officer in charge, have him report to these Head- 
quarters at once through the Commander under which he 
has acted. I have the honor to be. 

Very respectfully, Yr. obdt. servt., 

Benj. F. Bijtlee, Major General Commanding 

From General Butler 

Secretary of War Decemler isth, 1863 

Flag of Truce boat in with 520 returned prisoners. Further 
exchange stopped after sharp debate in Rebel Cabiuet. Major 
Mulford will bring despatches by noon to-morrow. No news 
of interest from Charlestown or the West. 

Benjamin F. Butler, Maj. General Comdg. 

From General Butler 

Headquarters, Department Va,, & N* Carolina, Fortress Monroe, 

December StSth, 1863 

Eon. P. H. Watson, Asst. Sec’y. of War 
Referring to my telegram of this date, in regard to the 
steamer “Burnside,” I enclose a copy of an informal contract 
drawn up between an authorized officer of this Department 
and Mr. Norman Wiard, of New York. I think it covers all 
that we desire in that class of boats and ordnance. 

I have thrown the agreement into form, and enclose you a 
copy which, if you sign, Mr. Wiard will be prepared to sign, 
and the whole matter will be bound. 

In regard to the time, you will see the agreement is not of 
much consequence so far as the “Burnside” and “Foster” are 
concerned, but it is well enough to have it signed to hold Mr. 
Wiard. As to the “Reno” and “Parks,” if it suits you, please 
sign it, and of the date of 7th Dec., and forward it in duplicate 
for Wiard' s signature. 

I send you a copy of a report to-day to show the use we can 
make of these gunboats. I have the honor to be. 

Very RespectftiUy, Your obedient Servant, 

B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 
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From General Butler 

Hon. Sec. of War December 186S 

Acting upon the instructions sent me from the department, 
I forwarded to City Point 505 prisoners, officers and soldiers, 
accompanied by a letter proposmg an exchange of all the pris- 
oners actually held in custody, holding m abeyance all other 
questions relatmg to the subject between this Government 
and the Rebel authorities, upon the belief that a fair, honor- 
able, and just proposition of exchange of prisoners actually 
in custody would be accepted, leaving other questions of differ- 
ence to be adjusted by other negotiations. With this in view, 
I was careful that nothing should appear in my note which 
could be made either a cause or pretext for offence. The result 
has been that 520 prisoners of war held by the Confederates 
have been sent back in exchange, and the information afforded, 
being at the Assistant Agent of Exchange, by a letter from 
Robert Quid Confed. Comm’r of Exchange — which is enclosed, 
— which asserts in substance that imless the U. S. give up every 
claim which they have made in behalf of their soldiers who are 
prisoners of war, consent to sacrifice the colored soldiers this 
Government has enlisted, turn over their officers to the cruel 
punishments imposed by the pretended law of the Confederate 
Congress, and last, and much the least, consent officially that 
the person to whom the Government has entrusted the com- 
mand of this Department shall be executed immediately upon 
capture, and that he and all officers serving under him shall 
be excluded from aU the benefits of the laws which regulate 
civilized warfare, and from even the privilege of communi- 
cation by Flag of Truce, for such is the tenor of a procla- 
mation from Jeff Davis under which they shelter themselves, 
that no exchange can be effected, while our soldiers, prisoners 
in their hands, are to be maltreated, starved, ironed, or hanged, 
as suits their caprice. There is but one way, it seems to me 
to meet this question, and that is by the sternest retaliation. 

From Horace White 

U.S. Senate, Committee on Military Affairs and the MUitia, Washington, 

Dec. %m, 1863 

The accompanying bill is respectfully submitted to the 
attention of Maj. General Butler, with the request that he 
will favor Senator Wilson with any suggestions that may 
occur to him regarding the same. 

Horace White, Clk. Com. on Mil. Affairs 
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From, Colonel J. M. McChesney 

Eeadquariers, Sub-Duirict of the Pamplico, Wash, N.C., December iOth, 1863 

Major General J. J. Peck 

General: Captain J. W. Denny, Chief Provost Marshal 
of this District, informs me that certain charges have been 
forwarded to the Comdg. General against Capt. N. N. WTieeler, 
Post Quarter Master at this place, in which it is asserted that 
Capt. I^Tieeler is disloyal, and that he is in the habit of sending 
articles beyond the lines of the United States at this post. 
In regard to the first charge, I would state that I believe that 
Capt. Wheeler is a truly loyal man. 

To the second, that nothing could be sent through the lines 
here without being detected by my pickets, and they have 
such orders as would prevent Capt. Wheeler sending anything 
out, should he desire to do so, and, furthermore, without I 
have some proof in the matter, I must believe the charges 
are entirely without foundation. I am. General, 

Very respectfully, Your ohedient servant, 

J. M. McChesney, Col. Comdg. 

From General Butler 

Head Quarters Dept Va. & N.C,, Fort Monroe, Dec. 29, 1863 

Major (jeneral J. J. Peck, Comdg. District of Nor. Car., 

Newbern, N.C. 

General: Your letter enclosing your General Order No. 
46 is received. I trust that I have made up the unintentional 
omission in not speaking of the brilliant affair first mentioned 
in the Order. You will see that we have been doing likewise 
at Charles City Court House. I am waiting for a detailed 
report before issuing a General Order, thanking Col. West’s 
Command. I have taken the liberty to forward your Order 
to the Northern press. Please present my personal thanks to 
Lieut. Whitney, 85th New York Vols., for his gallantry and 
coolness, and ask him if he would like a Captain’s Commission 
in the Colored Troops. I have the honor to be. 

Your Obt. Servant, R. S. D., Maj. (& A.A.G. 

(By command of Maj. Gen. Butler) 
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From General Butler 

Head Quarierg Dept. Va. & N.C., Fet. Moneoe, Dec. i9th, 1863 

Brig. Gen. E. A. Wild, Comdg. Nobfolk, Va. 

General: Send out an officer and ten men with a wagon, 
and bring in the property of such colored persons at Mr. 
Totem’s as desire to have it brought in. Affix a copy of this 
order to your order, and the officer by virtue thereof wiU 
order to report forthwith to me any person who interferes 
with the execution of this order. Choose an officer of &m- 
ness and discretion for this service, and let him leave with 
Mr. Totem a certificate describing the property taken, and 
why it was taken, and who is the claimant of the property. 

By command of IMaj. Gen. Butler 
Your Oht. Servant, R. S. D., Major & A.A.G. 

From General Butler 

Bead Quars. Dept, Va, and Fort Monroe, Dec, 29iA, 1863 

Col. Biggs, Chief Quarter Master 
I HAVE examined the communication of Capt. R. C. Webster 
as to the occupancy of certain buildings in Newbem for the 
use of his Staff Department, and also his correspondence with 
the special Agent of the Treasury, requesting permission from 
him to take and use the buildings. 

The whole correspondence seems to me to proceed upon a 
mistake of rights and duties. All property in the Rebel States 
occupied by our forces is to be taken first — for the use of 
the Army in its several Departments if needed, and of that 
necessity the Officers of the Army are the only judges. When 
any property is not needed by the Army, it is to be turned over 
to the Treasury Agent, and in that case only. If afterward 
any of that same property is needed by the Army, it is to be 
retaken because of the necessity which requires it, and not 
because of the permission of the Agent of the Treasury. These 
Agents are to ask the Officers of the Army what they will 
turn over of the property seized and held by the Army to the 
Treasury; not the Officers of the Army to ask the Agent what 
of the property captured the Army may be permitted to use 
for military purposes. Therefore, if a building or any other 
property captured and held by the Army is needed for mili- 
tary purposes, it will be taken whether it may be at the time 
in the hands of the Treasury Agent or not. Of course, I do 
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not mean by tbis that any Officer shall take anything not neces- 
sary for military use, and if he misjudge upon the question of 
necessity you 'wdll listen to any complaint concerning any 
abuse in your Dept, in that behalf. 

Any collision with the Treasury Department would be espe- 
cially undesirable, because we are all servants of one Govern- 
ment, striving, it is to be presumed, to do each his duty in his 
respective sphere. 

A light examination and reflection upon the Act of Congress 
authorizing the appointment of these Agents would, it seems 
to me, prevent all danger of such collision. The Act provides 
solely that the Agents shall gather up such captured, aban- 
doned, and scattered property as the Army does not want, 
and return the proceed thereof into the Treasury. And the 
Treasury Agents have no other rights and duties, and I am 
sure that the Hon. Secretary of Treasury would claim no other 
for them. You will forward this note to Captain Webster for 
his guidance, and ask him to hand it to Maj. Gen. Peck, 
Comd’g District of North Carolina, for his information. 

Respectfully yours, 

B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comd’g. 

From General Butler 

Head Quars, Deft. V a, and N.C., Fort Monroe, Dec. 1863 

Brig. Gen. James Barnes, Comd’g at Norfolk, Va. 

General: I have received your communication of the 24th 
Dec. to A. T. M. Cooke, Esq., chairman of the stockholders’ 
meeting of the Norfolk Gas Company, covering the letter of 
Mr. Cooke to yourself relating to the taking of the Norfolk 
Gas Works by the Military Authorities of the United States, 
and beg that you will forward him this communication in 
reply. Mr. Cooke claims for the Gas Light Company that they 
possess very valuable works, for which they now claim large 
compensation from the Government; that the majority of 
the stockholders have duly conformed to the requirements of 
General Order No. 49, and that the Company were about put- 
ting the works in order when they were taken by the Govern- 
ment for military purposes in violation of the constitutional 
rights of the Stockholders. 

It will be observed, first, that until within a few days a 
majority of these stockholders have acknowledged being and 
been known as having been in rebellion against the Govern- 
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ment of the United States, and ha\dng endeavored to over- 
throw that Constitution about which they now so glibly talk, 
and have only just now taken the oath of allegiance to that 
Government which they have sought to destroy, in conformity 
to the requirements of a hlilitary Order. And even now, 
under these peculiar circumstances, with the oath fresh in 
their mouths, in a communication from the stockholders to 
the Agents of the Government, with their claims of new- 
fledged rights frequently repeated, the word loyalty or alle- 
giance to the Government never finds place. They say they 
have conformed to the requirements of General Order No. 
49. That Order requires of them nothing, and more than one 
of them have said, as I am informed and believe, that they 
took the oath to save their property, and that they claim not 
that they are loyal, but that they have taken out a protection. 
Such men, loyal with lip service only, so far as I am concerned, 
have few constitutional rights which I feel much inclined to 
respect. When they become loyal in heart as on lip, and 
speak of taking the Oath of Allegiance to their Country not 
as a requirement but as a duty, it will be time enough to dis- 
cuss their constitutional rights. If their property is as val- 
uable as they claim it, why have the Company left it to go to 
ruin for many months, without any attempt on their part to 
put the gas works in operation and light the city? Did their 
rebellious proclivities overcome even their love of gain, so 
that they were willing to sacrifice their property rather than 
to aid the United States by lightiug it, in protecting their 
city from the robber, the burglar, and the incendiary? Is it 
not true that they have refused the Military Authorities of 
the United States, more than once, to light the city, and con- 
tinued in that refusal until after they were informed that the 
works were to be seized upon for that purpose, and the Govern- 
ment had incurred expense in that behalf? I should be quite 
inclined as an act of justice to promise in the future monthly 
average rent equal to what they have received for the past 
nine months, as a compensation from the Government for the 
use of their works. 

Their Chairman talks of the economical management of 
the Company as compared with the prospective management 
of the Government, and he certainly ought to be quite satis- 
fied if he is assured from the Government the same rent which 
he has received under his own management. 

Exactly what will be done is this. The works will be put 
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in repair more economically by twenty per cent than tbe esti- 
mate which was made for the Company for the repair of the 
works. They will be carried on efficiently and economically, 
so that the City of Norfolk will be fully lighted, and its peace 
and quiet in the darkness of the night be assured, until it is 
made certain that in case of an attack upon the City of Nor- 
folk, the Eebel proclivities of the owners will not leave the 
city in darkness as a means of impairmg the defense made by 
the United States forces; and when the owners have by their 
works and not by their lips convinced the military authorities 
that they can rely upon their loyalty for aid in repelling an 
invasion of the Rebels, and keeping up of the works to aid us 
in that behalf, then and not until then wiU the works be 
returned to their custody. 

In the meantime, accurate accounts will be kept of the re- 
ceipts and expenditures, and the excess of profits, which no 
doubt wiU be considerable, wiU be paid to those who are loyal, 
in the sense of the word as understood by loyal men. You are 
at liberty. General, if you please, to cause this communication 
to be published for the information of other citizens, if any in 
Norfolk, who stand in a like case. I have the honor to be, 

Very respectfully yours, 

B. F. Butlee, Maj. Gen. Comd'g. 

From General Butler 

Fortress Monroe, Dec. 29, 1863 

To Aknold Haeeis, Lieut, in the Marine Artillery and 
Ensign in the United States Nary 

Lietjt.: You will take the armed steamer “ Brewster, ’’ in 
the United States service, and make an attempt upon the 
shipping in the harbor of the town of Wilmington, using your 
best exertions to destroy all property there afloat, and m 
case you are fired upon, return the fire, although you may 
endanger the town. As that port has been closed for more 
than two years against all lawful trade, there can be no ships 
in the harbor which are not either enemy’s property or ships 
of those who are aiding that enemy by running the blockade, 
and in either case are subjects of lawful destruction and 
warfare. 

Much in the success of this expedition depends upon your 
coolness, firmness, energy, and determination. 

It may be, that you may be unsuccessful, or after a partial 
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success, captured. In that case you will be entitled to every 
consideration of good treatment by a brave and honorable 
enemy, because of the very daring of your attempt. If cap- 
tured, and exposed to any maltreatment or injury, either in 
yourself, officers, or crew that may be eaptmed, show your 
letter of instructions, and inform your captors that I have many 
men, officers, and soldiers of the Confederate Army and Navy 
within my camp of prisoners at Point Lookout and Fort Nor- 
folk, and that I will execute the strictest and sternest retalia- 
tion for any injury you or your men shall receive, except in 
honorable warfare, and I think the Confederate authorities 
win have no doubt but that I will keep my word. I have the 

honor to be. Very respectfully. Your obi. servt., 

Benj. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 


From General Butler 

Headquarters, Department of Va., & N. Carolina, Fortrt^h Monroe, 

December 1803 

Act. Rear Admiral Lee, Commanding, &c., 

Ojf Newport News 

Admiral: I have sent down the army gunboat “Brewster,” 
under command of Ensign Harris, detailed to me for service 
under my command, and the “Spaulding,” under command of 
Brig. Gen. Graham, for the purpose of making an attempt 
upon the shipping and blockade runners in the harbor of 
Wilmington, and if necessary upon the town. 

Of course the success of this enterprise will depend upon 
the boldness of the attempt, the rapidity of its execution, and 
it is not unattended with serious risk; all of which has been 
weighed. 

I propose that the “Brewster” shall attempt to run in past 
the batteries at Fort Caswell, under the guise of a blockade 
runner. She will then proceed up to the town and do the work 
for which she is prepared. More effectually to disguise her 
from the enemy, I wish you would cause some of the blockad- 
ing fleet to chase her in upon a favorable opportunity, to 
be sought for and designated by General Graham. The 
“Spaulding” will lay off for the purpose of rendering her assist- 
ance upon her return, or her boats’ crews, in case she is lost. 

I have directed Ensign Harris to pay special attention to 
the iron-clads within the harbor, if there are any there. 

The crew all know their destination, and have volunteered 
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for the service, and I believe it is not otherwise known outside 
of some member of my personal Staff. Of course I need not 
add a word of caution as to the necessity that the expedition 
shall remain a profound secret. 

Please aid Gen’l. Graham and Ensign Harris in any way 
that is possible, covering his return with your guns if prac- 
ticable, and affording him every means of relief. I have the 


honor to be. 


Very Respectfully, Yr. Obt. Servt, 

B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 


From General Butler 

December SOthy 1863 

Colonel Holt, Judge Advocate General 
I BEG leave to call your attention to the case of James 
Thompson, Co. “I,” 3rd Peim. Heavy Artillery, who has 
been capitally convicted in this Department, and proceed- 
ings forwarded to Washington on the 18th of Sept. last. He 
has cumbered our Guard-house ever since. Besides, the sus- 
pense is more cruel than a capital punishment. 

Benjamin F. Butler, Maj. General Comdg. 


From General Butler 

December SOthy 1863 

Capt. Goodwin, Quartermaster of Norfolk 
Thomas Cunningham, one of the pilots of the “Merri- 
mac,” who by his skill enabled her to sink the “Congress” 
and “Cumberland,” is not to be dealt with by the U. S. or 
by its officers, and is to be furnished with no facilities in this 
Department without my orders. We do not mean to give a 
premium for treason. 

Benjamin F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 


From General Butler 

Foet Moneob, Va., Dec . SOiA, 1863 

The President 

Jacob Barnes was sentenced to imprisonment for life by 
Gen. Order No. 37 from these Head quarters, which sentence 
was approved by me Nov. 24th, for desertion. I now believe 
that he simply acted under a misapprehension of his duty, 
being a German not understanding his duty. 

Please permit me to remit his sentence if he returns to duty 
and re-enlists during the War. I suppose I have the power now 
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to do so, but the papers are in Washington. This is the first 
time I have ever asked you to pardon anybody. 

B. F. Btjtler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 

From General Butler 

Head Quarters Dept. Va. & N.C., Fort Mokeoe, Dec. SOtk, 1863 

A. R. Admiral S. P. Lee, Comdg. N. A. Bloch’ dg Squadron 
Admiral: I have the honor to forward for your information 
the following extract from a letter received from Maj. Gen. 
Peek, dated Newbem, N.C., Dec. 26th, 1863. 

“After many delays, the 200 pdr. is mounted. Gen. Wessels 
reports that the ram is as great a mystery as ever in spite of 
all his efforts for clearing up the contradictory rumors. My 
own impression is that the ram has no engine, is not planted 
yet, and will not be ready for some months. It is supposed 
to be near Halifax.” I have the honor to be. 

Your Obi. Servant, 

B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 

From General Butler 

Head Quarters 18th Army Corps, Gerd. Department of Virginia dc North Carolina, 

Fortress Monroe, Dec. 30, 1863 

To Act. Master Wm. Wright, Comdg. U. S. Steamer “Mystic” 
Sir: A note has been handed to me in these words: 

U.S. Steamer Mystic, Of Yorktown, Va. 
This pass must be signed by Maj. Genl. Butler and not by 
command of Maj. Genl. Butler. 

By order of Act. Master Wm. Wright 
Comdg. U. S. Steamer “Mystic,” Ex Officer 

The usual mode of conducting the business of this Dept, is to 
have the passes signed by my command by an Officer of my 
Staff, the Pro. Mar., and Admiral Lee recognizes that course 
of business. Will you either report to him or me why you 
do not recognize it. 

I am as much responsible for that signature as my own; 
and perhaps, while you are reporting upon this subject, you 
will explain why I am to notice a letter signed by an “Ex 
Officer,” when you will not respect a pass signed by my com- 
mand. I have the honor to be. 

Very Respectfully, Your obedient servant, 

Benj. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 
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From General Bruce 

Haetfobd, December $1, 1863 

Major General Bexj. F. Butler 
Sir: Will you permit me to call your attention to the case 
of C. B. Dibble, now located as a trader at Newbern, N.C. 

He has sent me copies of your recent order, which gave him 
30 days in which to close up his business there and leave the 
department. This would cause him both a pecuniary loss and 
damage him in the esteem of all Union men. 

I would therefore ask in his behalf an extension of the time 
for winding up his affairs, within which he may be given a 
chance to clear up to your satisfaction all charges upon which 
the above order was based. I am confident that he can do this, 
as since the rebellion commenced his record as a supporter 
of the Government is clear — fitting out three clerks who 
volunteered from his oflSce in N. Y., and paying a bounty of 
twenty-five dollars each to aU who volunteered from his native 
town (Granby, Conn.) under the President’s call last year for 
600,000 men. I know Mr. Dibble to be true, loyal, and hon- 
est, and that he would neither himself or permit others for 
him, do anything whereby the rebels would gain assistance, 
comfort, or information. I am. General, 

Yours Very Respectfully, Gen. B. Bruce 

State of Conn. Executive Department, Norwich, Jan. 4<A/64 

To Maj. Gen. Butler 

I AM personally acquainted with the writer of the within 
letter, who was Quartermaster General of Conn, in 1862, 
and cheerfully say that there is no gentleman in the State 
whose character for integrity stands higher in my estimation, 
or whose word or recommendation I would receive with less 
hesitation than his. 

Wm. a. Buckingham, Governor of Conn. 

From General Butler 

December 1863 

Acting Quartermaster General Colonel Charles Thomas 
Vessels with bills of lading to Newbern, N.C., for the 
Govt, can be transporting various products, the property of 
negroes and others from North CaroKna, on their return with 
profit to the United States. Is there any objection to their 
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being re-chartered by private individuals for that purpose, 
after they have fulfilled their contract with the Government? 
I am informed such objection is made by the Quartermaster 

at New Aork. Bekj. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 


From General Butler 

Headquarters, Department Va., & N. Carolina, Fohtebss Monbob, 

December 31si, 1863 

Hon. E. M Stanton, Secretary of War 

Sir: I have the honor to report that General Wild was 
despatched by my order upon an expedition with two Regts. 
of Colored Troops into the North Eastern Coimties of North 
Carolina. 

Our navigation on the Dismal Swamp Canal had been inter- 
rupted, and the Union inhabitants plundered by the Guerillas. 

General Wild took the most stringent measures, burning the 
property of some of the officers of Guerilla Parties, seizing the 
wives and families of others as hostages for some of his negroes 
that were captured, and appears to have done his work with 
great thoroughness, but perhaps with too much stringency. 
The effect has been, however, that the people of Pasquo- 
tank, Currituck, Camden, Perquimous, and Chowan Counties 
have assembled, and all passed resolutions similar to those 
which I enclose, which were passed by the inhabitants of 
Pasquotank County, and three of the counties have sent com- 
mittees to me with their resolutions. 

These resolutions are signed by 523 of the inhabitants of 
the County, the average vote being eight hundred. Every 
prominent man, I am informed by the committee who pre- 
sented the resolutions, that has not signed them has left, and 
gone across the lines. The Guerillas have also been with- 
drawn from these counties, to the relief of the inhabitants. 

I have promised the Committees of the several Counties 
that so long as they remain quiet, keep out the Guerillas, 
and stop blockading r unning they shall be afforded all possible 
protection by us, and be allowed to bring their products into 
Norfolk and receive goods in exchange, until I can get suffi- 
cient force organized to make it safe to throw my hnes around 
them. I have further informed them I shall not require the 
oath of allegiance from them. 

I think we are much indebted to General Wild and his negro 
troops for what they have done, and it is but fair to record that 
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while some complaints are made of the action, authorized by 
Gen’l. Wild against the inhabitants and their property, yet 
all the committees agree that the negro soldiers made no 
authorized interference with property or persons, but con- 
ducted themselves with propriety. 

I find between some of the Officers in this Department in 
command of white troops a considerable degree of prejudice 
against the colored troops. In some cases, impediments have 
been thrown in the way of their recruiting, and interference 
has been made with them on their expeditions. 

This I am investigating, and shall punish with the most 
stringent measures, trusting and believing that my action will 
be sustained by the Departments. I shall take leave, there- 
fore, to report for dismissal such as in my judgment, upon 
investigation, are not fit for the service. 

The negro troops, to have a fair chance, ought to have first- 
class officers, for from their habits of obedience and discipline 
they are more apt to depend upon their officers than are white 
soldiers. 

I beg leave to enclose a copy of General Wild’s report, and 
also the original proceedings of the citizens of Pasquotank 
County. I have the honor to be. 

Very Res'pectfully, Your Obedient Servant, 

Benj. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 


Enclosure referred to in Foregoing Letter 

Elizabeth City, Decemher I7th, 1863 

To John Y. Ellcott, Cayt. of Guerillas 
Sib; I still hold in custody Mrs. Manden and Mrs. Wicks 
as hostages for the colored soldier taken by you. As he is 
treated, so shall they be: even to hanging. By this time you 
know that I am in earnest. Guerillas are to be treated as 
pirates. You will never have rest until you remove your 
present course or rejoin the regular Confederate Army. 

Ed. a. Wild, Brig. Gen. of Vols. 


From the Secretary of War 

War Department, Washingion City, Deo. 31, 1863 

Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler 

Sir: The Secretary of War directs me to acknowledge the 
receipt of your communication of the 27th instant, and to 
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express Ids gratification at the satisfactory condition of affairs 
at Point Lookout. 

The measures which you have adopted and propose to adopt, 
as stated in that commimication, are approved by the Secretary. 

Very respectfully, Your Obt. Serii., 

Ed. M. Canbt, Brig. Genl. A.A.G. 


From General Butler 

Head Quars. Dept. Va. and N.C., Fort Monroe, Dec. Slat, 1863 

Brig. Gen. Baenes 

I RESPECTFULLY return to you the papers in the ease of 
Lieut. Henry M. Day, 1st U. S. Colored Troops, with reference 
to your endorsement of the propriety of trying his offence by 
Court Martial. The high respect I entertain for your opin- 
ions induces me to furnish you with the information of the 
course of action I prescribe for myself in these cases. When, 
either from personal knowledge or examination by myself, or 
by confession, the fact of the guilt of an Officer is ascertained, 
•whatever may be his rank, I order his appropriate punish- 
ment. And it may be to be dismissed from the service, subject 
to the approval of the President. A Court Martial is only of 
use to ascertain the facts in regular form, and after, the revis- 
ing Officer, the Comd’g General in this case, in reality fixes 
the punishment. 

What can be the necessity of the slow action of a Court 
Martial when the fact is already ascertained to the satisfac- 
tion of the Comd’g Gen. beyond the possibility of a doubt? 
In any ease where there could be the possibility of a dispute 
as to evidence, I should send the facts to be ascertained by 
the Court Martial, for I would never punish any man without 
a hearing, except upon his own confession, unless he in fact 
confesses by flight. I think the necessity of prompt and deci- 
sive action in the very lax condition as to sobriety of many of 
the Officers in your command, would be of more advantage 
than any possibility of it to be derived from the regular but 
slow action of a Court Martial. I have already pardoned three 
of these offences and dismissed two, and propose to go on -until 
Officers in the imiform of the United States shall not debase 
themselves below the meanest of their command by drunk- 
eimess. I have the honor to be. 

Very respectfully yours, 

B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comd’g. 
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From General Butler 

Headquarters, Department Va., & N. Carolina, Forteess Monroe, 

December 1863 

Hon. Salmon' P. Chase, Secretary of Treasury 
Sie: The commander of the Revenue Cutter “Phillipp 
Allen,” captured the schooner “Village Belle” from Balti- 
more, fitted up with secret apartments for the purpose of 
smuggling whiskey into this Department from Baltimore, He 
seized her, and sent her for condemnation to Baltimore. I 
arrested the owner of the cargo, and had him sent for sis months 
at hard labor to Fort Norfolk. 

I learn that by an order of your Department the “Village 
Belle” has been released. Since her release, we have dis- 
covered other secret compartments, fitted to contain whiskey 
and containing it. 

I pray she may be reseized and ordered for condemnation. 
I pray that Capt. Sheer, who first seized her, may be ordered 
to reseize her, and that she may be condemned. I have the 

honor to be, Respectfully, Yr. Obdt. Servt., 

B. F. Butlee, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 


From General Butler 

Head Quarters Dept Va. & N.C., Fort Monroe, Dec. Slst, 1863 

Colonel Robeets 

I DO myself the honor to enclose a communication from 
Gen. Wild in relation to the loan of the Post Band. Unless 
there is to be some special occasion for it, I should be very 
glad to oblige him. 

I will send a boat to carry them over. Of course I should 
not send them away against your wish, but this is the anni- 
versary of the freedom of the blacks. 

By command of the Maj. Gen. Comdg. 


From President Lincoln 

Executive Mansion, Washington, January 2, 1864 

Major-General Butlee 

Sie: The Secretary of War and myself have concluded to 
discharge of the prisoners at Point Lookout the following 
classes: first, those who will take the oath prescribed in the 
proclamation of December 8, and issued by the consent of 
General Marston, will enlist in our service. Second, those 
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who will take the oath and be discharged, and whose homes 
lie safely within our military hnes. 

I send by Mr. Hay this letter and a blank-book and some 
other blanks, the way of using which I propose for him to 
explain verbally better than I can in writing. 

Yours very truly, A. Lincoln ^ 

From General Daniel Butterfield 

New Yoek, January 1 803 

Major General Butler, Comdg. etc. Fortress Monroe 

Dear Gen.: The secessionists here have adopted a new 
dodge to save themselves the necessity of recognizing you 
while they avail themselves of your courtesy to communicate 
with their friends and relatives in the south. They address 
their letters to the Commanding General at Fortress Monroe, 
and thus imagine that they follow in the wake of their proto- 
type, Jeff Davis, refusing to recogm'ze you while they smuggle 
their letters through under an intentional act of discourtesy. 

I learn this accidentally. It may be made out of whole cloth. 
You will know of course. If you receive letters omitting your 
name and enclosing letters for the north, take it for granted that 
they are from parties feeling as I have stated. It is perfectly 
well known that you command there, the omission of your 
name is excusable if the parties are ignorant of the fact, but no 
one in N. Y. or Baltimore can possibly be without this knowl- 
edge, so it has been so often published and so widely known. 

I write hastily, and know you will appreciate my good mo- 
tives in posting you on this little shabby trick if it exists. It 
will be entirely superfluous for me to suggest any measure to 
you who know as well how to deal with rebels north or south. 

Very truly and sincerely, yours, 

Dan’l Butterfield, Maj. Genl. 

I am home on a short furlough — the ladies ask to be remem- 
bered to you. 

From the General in Chief 

War Department, Adjutant General* e Office, Washington^ D.C., Jan. 4ith, 1864! 

Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler, Comdg. Dept, of Va. & N.C. 

Fortress Monroe, Va. 

General: I am directed by the General-in-Chief to inform 
you that? the 2nd Mass. Heavy Artillery is now fully organized, 

^ Abraham Lincoln, p. 70. 

VOL. in — 18 
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and that the third battalion, now in Massachusetts, has been 
ordered to report to you, to be disposed of as you may think 
most conducive to the interests of the service. I am. General, 
Very Respectfully, Your Obdt. Servant, 
Thomas M. Vincent, Asst. Adjt. Gen. 

From General Butler 

CiPHEB. Foet Moneoe, Va., 5 January, 1864 

Brig. Genl. Wistae, Comdg. at Yokktown 

I kec’d from Gen’l Sedgwick the following telegram : 

“A despatch from General-in-Chief directs such coopera- 
tion with you as I can give. I will be ready to do so on 
Sunday, the 7th inst., by vigorous demonstrations on my part, 
unless the weather should render it impossible.” 

I am about sending the following reply: “Can you not 
make it to-morrow without regard to weather? I hope to 
strike the point Sunday morning at 6 o’clock.” 

Is that right, or shall he move Sunday? My reply to him 

awaits your answer. p Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 

From Mrs. Thompson to General Butler 

St. Louis, Jan. Qth, 1864 

Dear Sir: Trespassing upon your valuable time with feel- 
ings encouraged by your kindness in trying to get a parole 
for my husband (Brig. Gen. Jeff Thompson), also your liber- 
ality towards him, I address these lines to you, hoping they 
may meet your approbation and especial attention. Do not 
think me presiunptuous. I feel it a duty I owe my children 
and self to appeal to one in whom I repose the utmost con- 
fidence as well as hope of success. I paid a visit to my sister 
in New Orleans, in November. She told me “you were a kind, 
humane gentleman, and relieved the orphans and poor of 
that city after the surrender, that you were calumnated and 
slandered very much by persons who did not know you.” I 
should have remained there, but my sister being a Religious, the 
Community do not permit seculars to live with them. I saw 
the General there and obtained a parole of honor, came here. 

I wish to request of you a permit to visit Mr. Thompson 
either at Johnson’s Island or Point Lookout, where he is placed 
under your care. I wish you to obtain it from the Secretary of 
War if necessary, for me, and send it to me as soon as possible. 
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I have written to Mm, but he does not understand my situa- 
tion at the present time. I have more influence with him when 
I can speak to Mm than by writing. His ambition led him 
ioto the S. Army. I am sorry he ever entered it. I am pecul- 
iarly placed here, Ms 'pretended friends are not mine, and being 
a stranger here, have none of my own. 

My little boy is with me, and we must live, pay our board, 
and have a support. Some of the citizens of St. Joe took the 
house I lived in from me, and one of my children is with Jeff’s 
sister. I have been round to get sewing here. The river being 
frozen, there is none to be had, no sale of goods in the stores. 
I have been called by half a dozen names for fear persons might 
be arrested for being seen conversing with Mrs. Jeff Thompson. 
My husband is slandered to my face if I ask for assistance 
from Southern people. You have no idea how difficult it is 
for me to get along, so he must resign and take care of his 
family or we must be sacrificed. For this reason I am desir- 
ous to see Mm and make some arrangements for my family 
before he goes South again. If you can give or get ine a per- 
mit, do so; it wfll be an act of charity to me, not assisting the 
S. Cause. One more request, with the permit, send me trans- 
portation there and back, as I have no means wherewith to 
travel, no friends to assist. The Southern people are not 
very friendly with me, I am too “Union” and to the Umon 
my husband is a “rebel.” Please do what you can for me, 
and show tMs letter to no one, it is for you alone. 

Write to me in answer to tMs, receive my thanks and a 
grateful heart. My earnest and fervent prayers for your tem- 
poral and spiritual welfare. With siocerity and respect, I 

remain. Yours respectfully, Emma C. Thompson 

From General utler 

Head Quars. Dept V a, and JV.C., Fobt Monkob, Jan. Qtk, 1864- 

Brig. Gen. G. Maeston, Commd’g District of St. Mary’s 

Genebal: Information having been received here that a 
small cavalry force of the enemy is roaming about the Counties 
of Westmoreland, Richmond, Northumberland, and Lancaster, 
Virginia, collecting conscripts, deserters, horses, mules, meat- 
stock, and grain, and sending the same to Richmond and the 
Rebel Army. The Major General Commanding tMs Depart- 
ment commands that you cross the Potomac with such force 
as you may deem necessary, and can be spared from other 
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service, and with the aid of the gunboats at your command 
effect a landing in the above named Counties, capture or dis- 
perse any hostile force you may find there, seize and fetch 
away the negroes, live-stock, tobacco, and grain of Rebel 
owners, and also the boats used in carrying men and supplies 
across the Rappahannock. 

The grain, boats, and other property which you cannot 
fetch away, you are authorized to destroy. It is to be hoped 
that large quantities of wood and cattle for the use of the 
prisoners may be thus obtained. 

Respectfully yours, 

B. F. Btttlee, Maj. Gen. Comd’g. 

From the Secretary of State 

Department of State, Washington, 8 / anuary, 1864 

To Major Gerieral B. F. Butler, Fortress Monroe 
General: Your letter of the 21st ultimo, stating that you 
had reason to believe that M. Paul, the French Consul at 
Richmond, had carried despatches through your lines for 
insurgent agents abroad, and requesting authority to search 
him in future, was duly received. In reply I have to acquaint 
you that the views of this Department upon the subject have 
been communicated to the Secretary of War. I am. General, 

Your very obedient servant, 

William H. Seward 

From the Secretary of State 

Department of State, Washington, Sth Jan'y, 1864 

The Honorable E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War 
Sir: This Department received a letter from Major General 
Butler, imder date the 21st ultimo, in which he states that he 
had reason to believe that M. Paul, the French Consul at 
Richmond, was the bearer of communications to the insurgent 
agents abroad and requests authority to search him and his 
baggage when he passes through his lines. In the present 
state of the relations between the United States and France, 
it is not deemed advisable to comply with this request. Meas- 
ures will, however, be taken towards compassing, informally, 
the object which General Butler proposes to accomplish by 
the search referred to. I have the honor to be. Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

William H. Seward 
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From General Butler 

Eead-Quarters 18 th Army Corps, Department of Virginia & North Carolina, 

Foeteess Moneoe, Jan. 8, 1864 

Brig. Gen. G. !M4.rstox, Comdg. Point Lookout 

General: The within copy of an Order received by rae 
from the President, is sent you for your information and 
guidance. 

You will enlist from the Rebel prisoners under your command 
all those who may desire to enlist in the service of the United 
States, either in the Army or Navy, and you will release all 
such as reside within our lines as in your judgment you may 
think proper and safe so to do, upon their taking the oath of 
allegiance and the parole as prescribed in Gen. Order No. 
49. I have the honor to be, 

Very respectfully. Your obedient servant, 

Benj. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Commdg. 

From General Butler 

Head Quars. Dept. Va. and N.C. Fobt Moneoe, Jan. 9th, 1864 

Brig. Gen. G. Marston 

You will cause every prisoner at Point Lookout to answer, 
taking his answer after he has heard them all. 

First — Do you desire to be sent South as a Prisoner of War, 
for Exchange? 

Second — Do you desire to take the Oath of Allegiance 
and Parole, and enlist in the Army or Navy of the United 
States, and if so in which? 

Third — Do you desire to take the Oath and Parole and be 
sent North to work on public works, under penalty of death 
if found in the South before the end of the War? 

Fourth — Do you desire to take the Oath of Allegiance and 
go to your homes, within the lines of the United States Army, 
under hke penalty if found South, beyond those lines, during 
the War? 

You will adopt the form set forth in this book, and let each 
signature be witnessed, causing the Oath and Parole to be 
read to each man. The questions to be propounded to these 
men alone and apart from any other Rebel Prisoner Jan. 
nth, 1864. 

The book mentioned herein will be forwarded in a few days. 

Truly yours, B. F. B., Maj. Gen. Comdg. 
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By General Butler 

Eeai Quars. Dept. Va. and N.C., Foet Mon-eoe, Jan. Qih, 1864 
General ALujstox 

I WAS driven back by the storm, and obliged to put into 
Cherry Stone, where I lay till last night for want of coal, which 
is my apology for not sending the boat immediately back for 
your raid. I send the “Geo. Washington,” which is the most 
commodious boat I have, to report to you. Send her and the 
“Commerce” back as soon as you get through with them. I 
also send you the “Jessup,” that you may have a gunboat of 
your own, which is convenient in a joint land and naval 
operation, also commissary supplies for 300 men for 30 days. 

By command of Maj. Gen. Butlee 
H. H. C., Capi. and A.D.C. 

An Anonymous Letter 

New York, Jan. 9, 1864 

Major Gen. B. F. Butlee 

A Me. John H. Bakee of the city of Brooklyn has just 
returned from North Carolina by the way of Fortress Monroe. 
He says that he has a big thing there if he is not stopped by 
that Dam Rascal Genl. Butler, who will get his deserts before 
long. He says that you imprisoned the Mayor of Washington, 
N.C., who is a loyal man, and his friends mean to take care 
of you, and that he will lend a helping hand. Baker spent 
most of last winter in N.C., and says that he was a great deal 
within the rebel lines, and that the timber is obtained within 
these lines and sent to a certain point, when they take his 
goods in rettirn pay, and what cost him $110 he got $1000 in 
return. He joins in with all those rebel sympathizers, who 
appear to have an extreme hatred against you. What these 
plans are I do not know or can I find out. He has been a 
secessionist from the commencement of the war, and he will 
do anything to help them and make money himself. His 
operations now are to get lumber and pay for it in goods 
shipped from this post, whether contraband or not will make 
very little difference to him. This is written that you may 
know what is going on in your department, and the informa- 
tion can be readily obtained on the spot. He is from his feel- 
ing a dangerous man, and he would betray any movement that 
is going on, for which he could get paid. It is better that you 
say nothing about this letter, but put a watch on him, as it 
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is likely he will return by the way of Norfolk, or he may take 
vessel and go to Newbern. 

From Colonel Jourdan 

Bead Quarters Sub District of Beaufort, Mohehead City, N.C., January 24, 1864 

[Not in chronological order] 

Special Oedees, No. 9 

Caft. Geo. W. Baetlett, Provost Marshal, 

Beaueoet, N.C. 

Captain; You are hereby ordered to take charge of Mr. 
John H. Baker, and proceed per steamer “Spaulding” to 
Fortress Monroe and deliver said Baker to the Provost Marshal 
at the Head Quarters of the Major General Commanding the 
Department; after which you will return to this Sub District 
with aU possible despatch, and report in person to these 
Head Quarters. 

By command of J. Jouedan, Col. Commanding, 
Henet M. Connelly, Lieut. & A.A.D.C. 

From Governor Pierpont 

The Commonwealth of Va., Executive Deft, Alexandeia, Va., Jan. 9th, 1864 

Col. Fey, Provost Marshal, U. S., Washington, D.C. 

Sib: I am somewhat astonished to hear from you verbally, 
through Gen. Foster, that there has been no draft ordered in 
Accomac and Northampton Coimties, Virginia. There have 
been enrolling officers there for more than a month and I have 
received a great deal of information of one kind and another 
in regard to the enrolling and drafting in that country. It 
occurs to me now that this work may be going under the direc- 
tion of some departmental Commander. If so, I hope you will 
arrest it at once. 

I know of no law for a department Commander to order 
and conduct a draft, and it is high time that these irregulari- 
ties should be checked. They are doing great mischief. I am 

Yours, etc., F. H. Piebpont 

P.S. For information on the subject, address Capt. Graham, 
Drummondtown, Accomac County, Va. He is Provost 
Marshal of those counties. 

Jan. 14, 1864 

Endorsements: Respectfully submitted to the Secretary of War. 
All I know of the case is that Gen. Butler has been fur- 



280 LETTERS OF GEN. BENJA:V1IN F. BUTLER 


nished by order 
enrolments. 


of the See. of War witb blanks for making 
James B. Fey, Provost Marshal Gen. 


Jan, 14, 1864 


Respectfully referred 
of War. 


to Maj. Gen. Butler, by order of the Sec. 
James B. Fey, Prov. Mar. Gen. 


From General Butler 

Head Quars. Dept Va. and N,C., Fort Monroe, Jan, 9tk, 1864 

Major Gibson, Senior PaymaMer 
Major: I have had a number of complaints that the men 
under my command have been sent many miles to meet Pay- 
masters under your charge, in order to get their pay, and this, 
too, since I called the matter to your attention. The next 
instance of such conduct coming to my knowledge I will order 
you and the Paymaster offending both to be dismissed from 
the service, subject to the approval of the President of the 
United States. I have the honor to be, 

Very respectfully yours, 

B. F. Butlee, Maj. Gen. Comd’g. 


By General Butler 

Head Quars. Dept. Va. and N.C., Fort Monroe, Jan, 9th, 1864 

Maj. Gen. John J. Peck 

General: The General Comd’g directs me to order you to 
see to it that the sale of all intoxicating liquors, wine, and 
ale is stopped, and that anybody who offends is punished by 
fine and imprisomnent. g jj ^ ^ p 


From General Butler 

Head Quars. Dept. Va. and N.C., Fort Monbob, Jan. 9tt, 1864 

Capt. Seabeook, 1st N. Y. Mounted Rifles 

Took a horse said to be worth $300 from Red River Farm, 

near 30 miles from Norfolk, claiming to be the property of 

J. W. Slade. Capt. S. will report and send forward receipt of 

Quarter Master for the horse. „ „ 

Respectfully yours, 

B. F. Sutler, Maj. Gen. Comd’g. 
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From Thomas E. Gridley to General Butler 

Knoxville, Pa., Jan. lOih, 1864 

Dear Sib: I will consider it a great courtesy and kindness 
in you if you will grant my request, viz., I wisli to engage in a 
permanent mercantile trade at Newbem, I wish to do an 
honorable business, and on the accoimt of health would much 
hke to go South. As to loyalty and position I respectfully 
refer to you his Excellency, Governor A. G. Curtin and Adjt. 
Gen. Russell. Hoping to hear from you favorably soon, I 

remam, Yours respectfully, Thomas E. Gridley 

Answer January 13th. No objection. B. P. B. 


From General Butler 

Head Quars. Dept. Va. and N.C., Fort Moneoe, Jan. lOik, 1864 

Elizabeth T. Upshur, Praketowu, Va. 

Mt dear IVIadam: I have read your note in relation to 
sending colored troops into Northumberland County. If I 
could believe for a moment any of the consequences would 
follow which you detail, it certainly would not be done. Ex- 
perience, however, has shown that colored troops, properly 
officered, are less aggressive than white ones in the places 
where they are quartered, from the fact that they have been 
accustomed from their childhood to give up their wills to the 
wills of those who are over them. 

You are entirely mistaken and misinformed as to what was 
done at Elizabeth City. I have had the Committees from four 
Counties, Pasquotank, Currituck, Perquimous and Chowan, 
here, and their universal testimony is that the negro soldiers 
did nothing but what they were ordered to do. 

They committed no acts except under the order of their 
officers. That we had to burn the houses and carry away the 
families of the Guerillas is most true, but it was done under 
orders. I have yet to learn of a single outrage by a colored 
soldier committed upon any one of the people of Norfolk or 
Yorktown, and there are three Regiments at one place and 
four at the other. I can bear the same testimony of the 
negro Regiments, camped near Fortress Monroe, and if I send, 
the negroes to the Eastern Shore it will be because of the 
outrages reported to me of the white troops there stationed. 
Therefore calm your fears. 



m LETTERS OF GEX. BEXJAMES' F. BUTLER 


I will hold myself responsible that no outrage shall be com- 
mitted against any peaceable citizens. 

Very respectfully Yours, 

B. F. Butlee, Maj. Gen, Comd’g. 

From General Butler 

Foet Moneoe, Va., January 10, 1864 

Lieut. T. P. Robinson, 5ih Penn. Cavalry, Portsmouth, Va. 

I HATE your note, and only ask you for your own sake as well 
as your old father and mother’s, who love you as you love 
your wife and child, to live up to the pledge you make therein. 

Think, whenever asked to drink or take liquor, of them all, 
and being assured that safety lies only in total abstinence 

you are safe. ymirs, Benj. F. Butler 

From Governor Pierpont 

Alexandbia, Jan. 11, 1864 

Maj. Gen. Butler, Fortress Monroe, Va. 

Sir: I was so unwell when I left Norfolk that I could not 
call on you with any comfort to myself. I regret that I saw 
much there which gave me great dissatisfaction. I have been 
laboring since the rebellion broke out in Virgmia to re-estab- 
lish law and order in the State, at such points as were res- 
cued by the Federal arms from Confederate dominion. 

The Government I represent is the government of the State 
of Virginia, as recognized by the President of the United 
States and both Houses of Congress. 

In June last, civil government was established in the cities 
of Norfolk and Portsmouth, by the election of all the civil 
officers known to the laws of the state. The corporation, and 
County Courts were established, and a judge elected for the 
district court. These courts have jurisdiction of all civil and 
criminal business. 

The secessionists, as a matter of course, resisted in every 
way they could the establishment of civil courts under loyal 
jurisdiction, especially as all parties who instituted any civil 
suit had first to take an oath to support the Constitution of 
the United States, and the restored government of Virginia. 
They much preferred going into a Provost Judge’s Court, 
where they had no such oath to take; and In this and all other 
ways defeat the restored government, if they could. 
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During the summer and autumn I had succeeded, as I sup- 
posed, through your predecessor, in breaking up this inter- 
ference of Provost Marshal and Provost Judge with civil 
matters. 

But I found, when at Norfolk last, your oflScers had more 
fully than ever opened these courts, and were intermeddling 
with the civil authorities of the cities in a most licentious 
manner. They had one man immured in the cells of a felon’s 
prison, and a guard over his house, because (and for no other 
reason) he was not able to pay a large debt to a New York 
creditor. The Provost Marshal issued an order to the tax- 
collector, ordering him not to seU some personal property 
levied on for taxes. 

While I was there, he sent to the jail and took out two parties 
who were charged with a felony or misdemeanor, and awaiting 
their trial before a civil court of competent jurisdiction, and 
released them. I have understood since I left that he had 
notified the Mayor to remove the man who collected the stall 
fees in the market, asserting that he was going to collect them. 

I see by the papers of those cities that the Provost Judge 
is trying cases called “ejectment,” and rendering judgments 
for possession in five and ten days. The clerk of the court in 
Norfolk informed me that they were sending to his office for 
copies and abstracts of deeds, with a view to selling real estate 
for debts. 

Aside from public policy, I need not remind you that this 
Provost Marshal and Judge can make no sale of personal or 
real estate for debts that will pass any title. That due 'process 
of law spoken of in the Constitution of the United States, by 
which alone a man is to be deprived of his property, never 
meant, and never will mean, the process directed from a 
Provost Judge’s court executed by a Provost Marshal. 

But this proceeding has nothing in it to suppress the rebel- 
lion, or render the army more efficient, but, upon the contrary, 
its very tendency is to keep up the rebellion, to exasperate 
Union men as well as rebels, and mix everything in inextri- 
cable confusion. The proper course, to be pursued by the 
commandant of a department situated as Norfolk and Ports- 
mouth are, is so plain that there need be no clash or 
misconception. 

The civil authorities will attend to administering the civil 
and criminal law as heretofore; the military attend to every- 
thing that has for its object the rendering of the army efficient 
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and well-disciplined; in the correction of soldiers for miscon- 
duct, in cases of conflict between soldier and citizen, I have no 
objection to the military taking cognizance. 

All police regulations to prevent smuggling and giving liquor 
to soldiers may be proper subjects for the military police. 
But as to collection of debts, the trial of citizens for offences 
against citizens, and the rights of real estate, and interference 
in the collection of State and city taxes, and the collection of 
stall fees in the market, the military cannot, and ought not to 
have anything to do. 

I have written you fuUy and plainly my views on this sub- 
ject, hoping that you will take the same view of the subject 
I do. I shall demand that the interference of the Provost 
Marshal in the cases above alluded to be investigated, and if 
found a mere wanton exercise of power, I shall demand his 
punishment. 

Desiring to cultivate the best understanding with you, and 
hoping that we may work together in harmony in the great 
cause of suppressing the rebellion, and restoring peace and 
order to our beloved country. I am, 

Yours etc., F. H. Pieepont, Governor 


From General Butler 

Bead Qtiars. Dept Va. and N.C.^ Foet Monboe, Jany. ISfk, 1864 

[Not in ckronological order] 

His Excellency F. H. Pieepont, Governor of Virginia 
Sik: I have received your letter in relation to the subject 
of the interference of the military with the civil Government 
of Norfolk. Premising that no one can be more anxious than 
myself that the Civil Government of Virginia should have 
every power, and exercise every right, and that every man 
shall be protected under the law, I will content myself at pres- 
ent with saying that many of the facts suggested in your note 
are new to me, and some of them the first time brought to my 
notice, and that I will cause immediate investigation to be 
made, and will apply the proper remedy it in my judgment 
any wrong has been done. Of one thing I am certain, you 
must have been misinformed. No man appears before my 
Provost Court who has not taken the oath of allegiance, in 
any capacity except as a criminal, and my instructions are 
that no debts shall be collected save against those who are in 
rebellion against the United States, in favor of loyal citizens. 
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and where the property might escape from the honest creditor 
by reason of confiscation. I propose in a few days to call the 
attention of the Legislature to the City Government of Nor- 
folk and Portsmouth, and shall ask your aid, if it becomes 
necessary, to see to it that there is some Civil Government 
in those cities. 

The difficulty I find is, that there are all the civil officers 
known to the law and none of the Government. I have issued 
an order, a copy of which I enclose, to get the data upon 
which to foxmd such representations, and as soon after the 
20th as may be, I shall bring the matter to your attention. 
I desire to work with you in every harmony to restore Civil 
Government. In regard to the stalls in the market, I have 
only directed an interference to prevent a collection by the 
City Government of a year’s rent in advance, which would 
virtually close the market and stop the supplies to my troops. 
And I know you will at once recognize the necessity and propri- 
ety of my action in that regard. Inviting most cordially 
through you any information which you may have in regard 
to the working of any measure or the acts of any officer which 
may be supposed to be detrimental to the interests of the 
Government, I remain. 

Very sincerely, Your obi. servant, 

B. F. Butlee, Maj. 6en. Com’g 

From H. B. Anthony to General Butler 

Washington, Jan . 11, 1864 

Deae Geneeal: I received your letter relative to Capt. 
Lawrence, and called at the War Department, where I saw 
Mr. Watson, the secretary being absent. I had mislaid the 
letter, but I stated its contents to Mr. Watson, who said that 
if you really wanted that or any other appointment on your 
staff, you had only to intimate it to the department. A note 
from you to the Secretary would settle it, but I was not suffi- 
ciently possessed of your views to be able to say how much of 
your letter was from a willingness to oblige Capt. Lawrence, 
and how much was your own wish on the subject. 

Yours very respectfully, H. B. Anthony 

I am glad to see that while we are discussing questions you 
are settling them. Besides that, yours is the best way. I 
think you are generally ahead of us. 
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From General Builer 

Headquarters, Deqit. Va. and N.C., Foex Moneoe, Deqd. Va., 

Jan. 12, 1864 

Eon. Robert Otld, Commr. of Exchange, 

RICHiIO^^D, Va. 

Sib: It is reported that you have stipulated if evidence is 
provided that the Officers and Crew of the steamer “Emily 
and Arrow,” captured about May 5th, 1863, were in the employ 
of the Quartermaster Department when captured, the Officers 
and men can be released from close confinement, in which we 
are informed they are, and treated like other Prisoners of War. 
I enclose the evidence of the fact for your information, and 
respectfully ask that you will inform me if the Officers and 
Crews of such boats can or are to be treated as Prisoners of 
War. I have the honor to be. 

Very respy., Yr. obdt. servt., 

B. P. Butler, Mag. General Commanding 

From General Butler 

Eeadquartm, Dept Fa., and N.C., "Fort Moneoe, Jan, lith, 1864 

Hon. Robert Ould, Commissioner of Exchange, 

Richmonb, Va. 

Sir: Your note addressed to Maj. General Hitchcock in rela- 
tion to the appointment by the Government of the United 
States of a Commissioner of Exchange is returned. 

This Government claims and exercises the power of ap- 
pomting its own agents to represent its interests, irrespec- 
tive of any supposed sanction by the Confederate Authorities. 

No right of declaration of Outlawry by those Authorities 
of any Officer or Soldier of the United States can be admitted 
or for a minute regarded by the Government of the United 
States, as it certainly will not be by the person upon whom 
such intimidation is attempted. 

I am instructed to renew the offer, leaving all other ques- 
tions in abeyance, to exchange Man for Man and Officer for 
Officer of equal rank actually held in custody by either party, 
until all Prisoners of War so held are thus exchanged. I take 
leave to express the hope from humane considerations to those 
confined as Prisoners of War on either side that this offer will 
be accepted. 

I am further instructed to inform you that unless the Flag 
of Truce sent forward under the sanction by the Command- 
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ing General of this Department is recognized and respected 
by your authorities, all further communication between this 
Government and the Confederate Authorities by Flag of 
Truce must cease, however much the loss of its ameliorating 
influence upon the rigors of what ought to be a civilized war- 
fare is to be regretted. But the responsibility of such deter- 
mination must be left with whom you represent. I have the 

honor to be, Yery respectfully ^ Your obedient servant, 

B. P. Butler, Maj. General Commdg. 


From General Butler 

Headquarters, Dejft. Fa., and N.C., Fobt MoimoE, Jan. IStik, 1864 

Hon. Robert Ould, Commr. of Exchange, Richmond, Va. 

Sir: Enclosed please find receipt of Roll and certificate of 
thirteen men claiming to be Master Mate and Seamen in the 
Confederate States Navy, captured at Accomac, Va., who 
were said to be in irons at Fort McHenry, and because of 
whose confinement certain Officers and Sailors of the United 
States Navy in the hands of your authorities were put in irons 
in retaliation. 

It will be seen in the certificate that they have been received 
by me at Fort Norfolk, and are therein treated as Prisoners of 
War, and are not in irons. One of the men captured at the 
same time made his escape from McHenry. 

I need not call your attention to the necessity of striking 
off the irons from these men whom you hold thus in retaliation. 
Please advise me that it is so done, that I may inform the 
friends of the prisoners. I have the honor to be. 

Very respy., Yr. obdt. servant, 

B. F. Butler, Mag. General Commanding 

From the Secretary of War 

War Department, Adjutant GeneraTs Office, WASHmoTON, January 11, 1864 

[Not in chronological order] 

Major General B. F. Butler, U. S. Volunteers, Comdg. 
Department of Virginia & No. Carolina, Fort Monroe, 
Virginia 

Sir: By direction of the Secretary of War, Brigadier Gen- 
eral Lockwood, Comd’g Middle Department, has this day 
been instructed to send to you in irons Beall and his party, 
some fourteen in number, now held in confinement in irons 
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at Fort McHenry. The Secretary directs that on receipt of 
Beall and his party you cause their irons to be removed, 
preparatory to an investigation of their cases which you will 
order, and that as soon as the irons are removed you immedi- 
ately send notice of the fact to the rebel agent of exchange. 
Aclmowledge receipt. I am. Sir, 

Very Resfectfully, Yr. Obdt. Servf., 

E. D. Townsend, Assistant Adjutant General 

From General Butler 

Headqtiarters, Depl. Va., and N.C., Four Monkob, Jan. 12th, 1864 

Hon. Eobeet Ould, Commr. of Exchange, 

Richmond, Va. 

Sie: In compliance with previous arrangements, fifteen 
civilians are sent up for exchange for a like number of civil- 
ians held as prisoners by your authorities. 

Please receive them and return the men for whom they are 
sent forward. I have the honor to be. 

Very respectfully, Yr. obdt. servt., 

B. F. Butlee, Maj. General Commdg. 

From General Butler 

Head Quars. Dept. Va. and N.C., Fort Monroe, Jan. 12th, 1864 

Maj. Gen. F. Seigel 

Genebal; Your communication of the 4th of January was 
not received by me until the 9th owing to my absence from 
the Department. 

I should be very glad of your services, and if I had a com- 
mand which I could give you at all commensurate to the 
respect I have for your soldierly qualities, I would apply for 
you at once. If, as I hope, in the opening of the campaign 
more troops are assigned to me, you may be sure I will not 
forget you. I have the honor to be. 

Very respectfully, 

B. F. Butlee, Maj. Gen. Comd’g. 
From H. A. Risley to General BuUer 

Baltimore, Jan. litk, 1864 

Geneeal: I intended to pay my respects to you in person, 
and talk over Accomac and Northampton Co. matters, and 
some others arising in the agency under my supervision em- 
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braced in your department. But I shall be obliged to defer it 
until next week. 

I send you a copy of letter rec’d from keeper of Light House 
Point, near the mouth of the Rappahannock, which throws 
some light upon matters about which we have conferred. 
Hoping soon to see you, I am yours with great respect, 

H. A. Rislet, Sup. Spl. Agent 

From General Butler 

Head Quars. Defi, Va. and N.C., Foet Moneoe, Jan. ISUk, 1804 

Brig. Gen. E. A. Wild, Norfolk 

General: You will order the 10th United States Colored 
to break up their camp at or near Craney Island, and proceed 
to the Eastern Shore of Virginia, Head Quarters at Drummond- 
town, there to replace the present force, relieving aU officers 
and soldiers on duty there, except the Provost Marshals. 

A copy of this order will be given to the commanding offi- 
cer of the Regiment, so that the officers in command there will 
be relieved and report with their troops to Gm. Lockwood. 

The officer in command of the 10th United States Colored 
will caution aU his officers that there must be the strictest 
diligence and vigilance, that no outrages of any sort are com- 
mitted by his troops, for both he and his officers will be held 
personally responsible by me if any such are committed. 

The inhabitants there fear greatly the quartering of negro 
troops in their midst. I depend upon him and the good con- 
duct of his troops to correct that misapprehension, for I assure 
both him and them that the most summary punishment will 
be visited upon them for any breach of discipline, especially 
any that shall affect peaceable men. The Commanding Officer 
will immediately take measures to recruit his Regiment to the 
fullest extent. He will give receipts to all loyal men who have 
taken the Oath prescribed by the President’s Proclamation, 
for any slave which may be recruited. He wiQ report to me 
immediately any deficiency in his Officers, incompetency, or 
any vacancy that may exist, that the one may be taken notice 
of and the other filled. 

He will call upon the Quarter Master for the necessary trans- 
portation and report to these Head Quarters the execution of 
this Order. I have the honor to be, 

Very respectfully yours, 

B. P. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comd’g. 


you. m— 19 
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Fro7n P. H. Whitehurst 


XoEFOLK, January 12, 1864 

Maj. Genl. B. F. Butler 

Dear Sir: I saw in the Portsmouth Old Dominion of this 
morning the extract of a speech made by Mr. Brownly, of 
Portsmouth, in the House of Delegates of restored Govern- 
ment of Virginia, in which I think he misrepresented yourself 
and the Military Government in this department, and hope 
you will not think he spoke the sentiments of the Union 
people of this district, and particularly of this city. 

Having been born and raised here, I believe I know the opin- 
ions of the people as well as any one in the district. My brother 
represents the City of Norfolk in the Senate, and know he 
does not entertain any such views as advanced by Mr. Brownly. 
Your course generally has met the most hearty approval of 
the Union party, particularly in relation to the colored popula- 
tion, the only course in my opinion that can put down the 
rebellion. 

I and nearly all my family, which is very numerous, are 


slave-holders. 


Very Respectfully, P. H. Whitehurst 


Reference, Genl. Barnes 


From General Butler 

Headquarters Dept of Virginia and North Carolina, Tort Monroe, 

January \ Zth , 1864 

J. L. Dozier, E. H. Beazelet, and others, the representatives 
of a sect calling themselves “Christians,” in Norfolk and 
Portsmouth, who petition to he excused from taking the oath 
of allegiance and doing miliiary duty 

Gentlemen: I have read your petition to General Barnes, 
setting forth your objections to swearing allegiance to any 
earthly government, in which you therein establish, to your 
own satisfaction, three points. 

First. That government, although an evil, is a necessary 
one. 

Second. That for a time it is permitted to exist by the 
wisdom of Jehovah. 

Third. That the time of its existence at which a period is 
to be put to its existence is not yet come. 

Therefore (you) ought to swear allegiance to the Govern- 
ment of the United States. 
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First. Because, although an evil, you admit it to be 
necessary. 

Second. Although an evil, you admit that it is permitted 
by the wisdom of Jehovah, and it is not for His creatures to 
question the wisdom of His acts. 

Third. You only claim to be excused when Jehovah’s gov- 
ernment is substituted, which period has not yet arrived. 

I have the honor to be 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. F. Butlee, Major-General, Commanding 

Official Kecords, War of Rebellion, Series 3, VoL IV, page 29. 


From R. S. Fay, Jr. to General Bidler 

Boston, January ISth^ 1864 

Dear General: I have yours of 9th, and thank you for 
your attention to Mr. Coolidge’s 6 letters, which was most 
gratifying to his family. 

My present idea about Middlesex stock is to divide 50% 
in stock, making the capital $750,000. It will then be in the 
same relative basis of capital and production as the Wash- 
ington & Salisbury, and I do not want to make the stock 
larger or we shall be at a disadvantage as compared with them. 

I am meditating some cotton operations in Tennessee, for 
which I require the confidence of Genl. Hurlburt in my integ- 
rity and good faith, rather than any credit, as the operations 
are of a confidential character. I can find no one here who 
knows him, and it has occurred to me that as a brother officer of 
the same rank, a letter from you saying simply that I am a 
man of good position and character and whose word may be 
trusted would not be inappropriate. Should you see no objec- 
tion, and can find time to send me such a letter, you will do 
me a favor. I shall soon have to make a new arrangement 
with Wendell^ and Perry and must pay them more. We are 
making too much money to be able to afford to change our 
organization at present, and the great profits which are being 
made by men of their skill and capacity make it only just to 
increase their compensation. 

Your management of the Exchange matter is watched with 
intense interest here, and if you succeed in carrying it through 
effectively it will be the greatest possible feather in your cap. 


^ Manufacturing and selling agents for tbe Middlesex Company. 
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I saw your brother a few days since, he says he is much better, 
but looks dreadfully pulled down. 

Sincerely, yours, Richaed S. Fat, Jr. 

From General Butler 

Bead Quars , Dept Va . and N . C.y Fort Moneoe, Jan , I 7 tk , 1864 

[Not in ckronological order^l 

2Iaj. Gen. S. A. Htjelbuet, Comd’g 
Gexeral: Richard S. Fay, Jr., Esq., of Boston, a gentle- 
man at the head of one of the most prominent manufacturing 
companies of our State, has been known to me for years for 
the highest integrity and business capacity, in whose dealings 
and undertakings the utmost confidence may be placed. Mr. 
Fay is of pecuniary ability, he may answer any engagements 
assumed. 

Understanding he may have some business in your Depart- 
ment, I desire specially to commend him to your favor. I am. 

Very truly yours, 

B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comd’g. 


From M. L. Dawes 

Washington, D.C., Jany . IS, 1864 

Major Gen. B. F. Butler, Fortress Monroe 
D ear Sir: You may have observed my vote against lay- 
ing upon the table Fernando Wood’s resolution of investiga- 
tion into your official conduct at New Orleans. It is due to 
myself, although of no consequence to you, that I should say 
that my vote was influenced by no desire to make the slight- 
est charge against your official conduct, but solely by a 
determination to shrink from no investigation asked, let it 
come from whatever quarter and in however objectionable 
a shape. I am, y Dawes 


From General Butler 

Head Quara. Dept. Va. and N.C., Foex Moneoe, Jan. ISth, 1864 

To Senior Naval Officer Comd’g Potomac Flotilla 
Sir: I have given permission to Wm. Hopkins, Ms agents 
and servants, to get out the produce in Northumberland and 
Lancaster Counties, Va., and to go up the bays and creeks for 
that purpose. He has also the permission of the Secretary of 
the Treasury. 
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You will observe the conditions on the back of this permis- 
sion, a copy of which is enclosed herewith. I wish you would 
please furnish him every facility as to passing your guard 
boats, causing his vessels to report to the Revenue Officer on 
your station going to and from. I have the honor to be. 

Very respectfully yours, 

B. F. Butlee, Maj. Gen. Comd’g. 

From General Butler 

Bead Quars . Dept , Va . and N . C ., Fort Moneoe, Jan , ISth , 1864 

Brig. Gen. Wm. Bienet, U. S. Vols. 

General: Your communication in regard to Southron’s 
slaves is received. You may send them to Point Lookout with 
their effects, from thence to be forwarded to Fortress Monroe 
by the boat which will return after Gen. Marston finishes his 
expedition. Direct them to the care of Lieut. Col. Kinsman, 
Superintendent of negro affairs. In regard to the occupation 
of the house, I see no objection to it if it becomes necessary 
for a Hospital, but for that I refer you to Gen. Marston, in 
Command of the District if it is in St. Mary’s County; other- 
wise I have no control over it. I have the honor to be. 

Very respectfully yours, 

B. F. Bexlee, Maj. Gen. Comd’g. 

From F. A. Hildreth to General Butler 

Lowell, Jany . 13, 1864 

Mt deae Butlee: I shall start for New York to-morrow 
morning, & shall remain there about a week. What shall I 
do with the tobacco.^ 

I expect Harriet will start for the Fortress some day next 
week. I shall meet her at New York, unless she finds some 
one to go directly through with her & the children. Lauretta 
and Mrs. Read go with me. All well. 

Truly yours, Fishee A. Hildreth 

From A. J. Butler to General Butler 

New York, Jan , 1^64 

Dear Brother: A thousand thanks for your kind letter; 
it is the first thing that had any heart in it (except mother’s) 
that I have seen for a long time. 

You say, why don’t you go south? if I make any change, 
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it will be for the hills of New Hampshire. I wish you would 
tell your folks to close up that tobacco. There is a little excite- 
ment in it, and I do want to see the figures, although it makes 
a terrible loss, and send Field, who is in Lowell, the memo, 
to close by. 

I spent last week with Mother; one week more and she would 
have killed me with kindness. God help and prosper you. 

Akdrew 

P.S. I drew the paper you spoke of when we last met, and it 
is directed to you. 


From H. J. Moore to General Butler 

Foetsess Moneoe, Va., Jan . 14, 1864 

General; During a visit to Beaufort, N.C., last summer it 
was suggested to me that there was great need felt of a saw 
mill , to supply the market, both there and at the North, with 
hard pine lumber — and having had considerable experience 
in business, my friends advised me to engage in it. Accordingly, 
I applied to Col. Heaton, Special Treas. Agent for that dis- 
trict, for a permit to erect such a sawmUl. 

TWs permit was granted me Nov. SO, allowing me to erect 
the null, but restricting me to sawing lumber for domestic 
purposes; stipulating expressly that I must not ship any 
lumber technically known as shif timber. 

Being prevented by circumstances not within my control 
from laying the subject before you, I have proceeded to act 
on Col. Heaton’s permit, and now have in process of erection 
a mill capable of sawing not only lumber for domestic pur- 
poses, but well arranged to turn out ship timber of any size. 

This mill is situated on a point of land about three miles 
from Morehead City, known as Crab Point. 

I am especially desirous. General, of obtaining from you 
permission to ship all kinds of lumber to market. I should 
wish, of course, to serve Government first, whenever the prod- 
ucts of the mill were needed for its purposes. But I fail to see 
the reason why ship timber should be excluded from my permit. 

I would also most respectfully request you to allow oflScers 
in that Department to afford me such facilities as are needed 
in towing vessels in and out of the harbor and in minor matters 
of transportation for myself in prosecuting this enterprise. 
They are such as I cannot obtain without such officers’ co- 



LETTEES OF GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER 295 


operation. I also desire to be instructed by you as to the 
amount of taxation for whicb I am liable. In purchasing this 
mill, the owner added a five per cent government tax in his 
estimate, which I paid. On the arrival of the mill at More- 
head, the Collector demanded six per cent, for which I have 
given bonds, pending the decision of the question. Shall I 
pay this additional tax? 

Awaiting your order on the above subjects, I remain, General, 

Your very obedient servant, 

H. J. Mooee, Beaufort, N.C. 


From General Butler 

Fort Moneoe, Va., 14 Jany. 1864 

P. H. Watson, Asst. Secy, of War 

I SHOULD like two hundred (200) of the best condemned horses 

in the Corral in Washington to be sent here for the use of the 

negro regiments in this Department. Also leave to use those 

which we have here. -d -rr t» nr • r, n 7 

B. F. BtJTLEE, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 


From General Butler 

Headquarters y Department of Virginia^ North Carolina, 
Fortress Monroe, January 14ife, 1864 

Hon. P. H. Watson, Asst. Secretary of War 

Sik: Herman Wiard of New York, proposes to furnish three 

steamboats, with their equipment and ordnance Stores, for the use 

of the Army in this Dept., in accordance with the memorandum 

of a contract which I forwarded to the Department some days 

since. I believe such boats will be of use to the service. Will 

you please order an inspection of them by the Authorized Board, 

and if the report be satisfactory order them to be purchased. I 

have the honor to be, t/ t> n nr 

Very ResfecffuUy, Yours, 

B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Commdg. 


From General Butler 

Telegram. Fort Monroe, Va., Jany. 13, 1864 

To the President 

I respectfully ask permission to visit Washington upon a 
personal business, to adjust some accounts, to get some vouch- 
ers and evidence in a suit commenced against me, which I 
cannot obtain without personal attention. 

Benj. F. Butler, Major General Comd’g. 
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From George S. Boutwell 

Washington, Jan , 15 ih , 1864 

Major Gen. Ectler, Com’d’g. Fortress Monroe, Va. 

My dear Sir: On the day succeeding our interview at New 
Hooper’s, I called upon Secretary Stanton, and he at once 
accepted your suggestion that the correspondence in relation 
to prisoners might be published, and stated that he would send 
it to Congress on the following Monday. 

I have not seen Mr. Stanton nor heard of the correspond- 
ence since that interview. Whether he has changed his pur- 
pose or forgotten the circumstances I cannot say. When I 
can see him without making it a special matter of inquiry I 
will endeavor to ascertain the facts. There is nothing of 
interest in this city. 

Most Truly Your Friend and ohdt. servant. 

Geo. S. Boutwell 

From General Butler 

Headquarters , Dept Va ,, and N . C „ Fort Monroe, Jan , 15 ih , 1864 

Major General E. A. Hitchcock, Commissioner of Exchange, 
Washington, D.C. 

General: Allow me to recommend the release of Gen. 
Thomfson, and the two gentlemen he mentions, on parole not 
to take up arms until exchanged by us. 

I do it in consideration of the extreme kindness and courtesy 
shown by him in saving the lives of a valuable OfScer and 
men when in command near me in Louisiana. 

Please telegraph if I may give the order when he comes to 
Point Lookout. I have the honor to be. General, 

Very respectfully, 

B. F. Butler, Major General Commanding 

From General Butler 

Fort Monroe, Va., 15 Jany . i , 1864 

Eon. E. M. Stanton, Secy, of War 
When shall we expect you here to go down to Newbem? 
I will go down with you, and will make you as comfortable 
as possible. The weather is very delightful. 

Benj. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Commdg. 
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From General Butler 

Head Quars. Dept. Va. and N.C., Foet Moneoe, Jan. 15ih, 1864 

Major Gen. John J. Peck, Comd’g District of 
North Carolina 

Geneeal: You will instruct your Provost Marshals to col- 
lect the one per cent tax on permits for all goods landed at 
Morehead City for the purpose of sale or trade, other than 
family supplies. 

Also please to suggest to Col. Heaton whether it is not his 
duty to collect the five per cent Revenue tax on all goods 
landed at Morehead City. I am informed that there is a smug- 
gling operation going on by landing the goods at Beaufort, 
and then passing them over into Morehead City, and avoid- 
ing the duties. This cannot be known to Col. Heaton or he 
would have taken notice thereof. Beaufort is an open port, 
but all goods going out into the country must pay the proper 
Revenue taxes. I have the honor to be. 

Most respectfully yours, 

B. F. Btjtlee, Maj. Gen. Comd’g. 

From General Butler 

Bead Quars. Dept. Va. and N.C., Port Monbob, Jan. 15ik, 1864 

Brig. Gen. Baenes, Comd’g ai Norfolk 

Geneeal: I forwarded you the letter of Miss Chase as 
a specimen of a number of requests I have had that Capt. 
Johnson your Asst. Adjt. Gen. may be retained in Norfolk, 
because of their appreciation of his soldierly qualities, his 
true Union sentiments, and gentlemanly conduct. 

But Capt. Johnson being your Asst. Adjt. Gen., I wish to 
take no steps to deprive you of him, therefore I submitted the 
question to you. I know all this has been done without the 
knowledge of Capt. Johnson. If you desire him to stay, and 
upon conference with him wfil suggest in what way that stay 
can be made pleasant to him, I should be glad to co-operate. 

I am sorry to say that while I appreciate the compliment 
paid in declining to give the advice sought by my endorse- 
ment of Miss Chase’s letter, I am obliged to receive it only as 
a compliment, not as a fact. I have the honor to be. 

Very respectfully yours, 

B. F. Btjtlee, Maj. Gen. Com’g. 
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By General Butler 

Edqrs. Eighteenth Army Corps, Dept of Virginia and N. Carolina, 
Fort Monroe, Va., January 16, 1864 

General Oedebs No. 10 

To correct a misapprehension which seems to exist with 
the oflBcers of this command as to their powers and duties in 
t aking property for military purposes, and their accoimta- 
bility therefor; to afford just protection to peaceable and 
quiet citizens from unauthorized and lawless acts, and to 
enable them to obtain speedy redress and remuneration there- 
for, if found loyal; to allow the taking, in an orderly manner 
only, such property and material as may be necessary and 
useful for military purposes, or to deprive the enemy thereof 
if likely to fall into their hands, or if found in the hands of 
those in rebellion or aiding the enemy; to give full force and 
effect to the example whenever it is found necessary to punish 
summarily offenses by the destruction of the property of 
offenders, it is ordered: 

I. That private property of a peaceable inhabitant shall 
be seized only when needed for the use of the troops, either 
for shelter, transportation, fuel, or food, or from known ene- 
mies, to be turned over to the agents of the Treasury. 

Secondly, it may be taken or destroyed in order to deprive 
the enemy thereof, when in danger of falling into his hands, or 
to prevent its use by the enemy. 

Thirdly, it may be destroyed as a summary punishment for 
offenses such as discharging a musket by a citizen from his 
house upon a body of troops, or setting poisoned food before 
soldiers, or murder within a house, or using the house and 
property to secrete murderers, or as a rendezvous for felons, 
and the like. 

. In each of these cases the act can be done only by the order 
of a commissioned officer, in command of an army expedition, 
separate detachment, or post. 

n. It has been brought to the notice of the commanding 
general that there is a reluctance on the part of officers seizing 
property, either as a military necessity or upon orders, to give 
to the party claiming certificates showing such seizure, there- 
by leaving themselves liable to the imputation of having carried 
away property which they have not in fact taken, and exposing 
the United States to claims sometimes unfounded and always 
exorbitant. There should be no hesitation in giving such cer- 
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tifieate. It does not add to the responsibility of the officer, 
but, on the contrary, is a protection both to himself and the 
Government. No officer should do an act which he is not 
willing to certify having done. It is therefore the duty of 
every officer taking any property from any peaceable citizen, 
whether loyal or disloyal, to give a certificate to the party, 
claimant, or person from whom it is taken, containing an accu- 
rate inventory of the property, the time when and place where 
and person from whom taken, with the name, regiment, and 
company, as the case may be in full, of the officer actually 
making the seizure, whether that seizure is made upon that 
officer’s own responsibility or under orders from his superior, 
and to make a report of the same to his immediate commander. 

Such certificate should also state whether the property 
taken is that of a loyal or disloyal citizen, to the best of the 
information of the captor. 

m. In case it becomes necessary, for military purposes, 
to destroy any houses, buildings, or other property, a certifi- 
cate stating the cause of the act should be given by the officer 
making the order or doing the act to the person claiming, or 
it should be affixed to the nearest prominent object, if practi- 
cable, and in each case a report made to the immediate com- 
mander of the act done and of the certificate given. 

Any officer taking property of a citizen for any purpose 
whatever, whether loyal or disloyal, without giving such cer- 
tificate to the claimant, or destroying any property without 
such certificate, and reporting the act as above provided, shall 
be deemed to be and held guilty as for unauthorized and cause- 
less plunder and embezzlement of the property taken, or for 
an unjustifiable destruction of property, as the case may be. 
In such cases the commanding general will not too much 
invoke the aid of a court-martial in p uni sh in g the offenders. 

IV. Cases of difficulty have arisen where the negroes, for- 
merly slaves, joining the troops of the United States, on 
marches and expeditions, with intent to come within our 
lines for protection, bring with them property of their former 
masters. 

While the theory adopted by some officers that all the 
property in the rebel States belongs to the negroes, because it 
is the product of their labor, is theoretically true, yet it is not 
such a truth as can be made the foundation of Government 
action. Therefore negroes, while they are to be induced to 
join our marches and expeditions, are not to be allowed to 
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bring with them any other than those personal effects which 
have belonged to them, or such property as the officer com- 
manding may order. 

If it becomes necessary to take means of transportation 
from their masters, it is to be receipted for by the officer in 
4 *n Tnm flTid. as in Other cases, stating the purpose for which 
such transportation is taken. 

V. Competent officers make good soldiers; efficient officers 
can prevent outrage and plunder on the part of their men. 
All officers wiU be held strictly responsible for the acts of their 
men, and will be held to make good all plundering by the 
troops tmder their immediate command. 

In punishing the offenses of plundering, the inquiry at 
these headquarters will be, not which men did the act com- 
plained of, but who was the immediate commander of the 
men liable for the outrage. 

VI. All property seized as above provided must be ac- 
counted for or turned over to the quartermaster or provost- 
marshal, to be taken upon their accounts, or the officer 
under whose command it is taken will be held liable for 
embezzlement. 

By command of yLhs . Gen. B. F. Bxjtlek: 

R. S. Davis, Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 

OflScial Records, Series I, Vol. XXXIIT, Page 549. 


From General Butler 

Headquarters, Department Virginia, & of North Carolina, Fortress Monroe, 

January lUh, 1864 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War 
Sib: I have the honor to return the papers transmitted to 
me in relation to the case of Mrs. A. E. Fuller, whose house 
was taken for military use in. New Orleans. The history of 
the transaction is this. Mrs. Fuller, a loyal lady of the North, 
owns a house in New Orleans, upon which some persons 
there made claim. At the request of Mr. Jacob Barker, her 
Agent, I interfered to get him possession of that property, and 
made special exertions, because Mrs. Fuller was well known 
to me, and her brother and family were among my intimate 
friends, to protect it. It was taken possession of and occupied 
by an Officer from the 7th of November, {1862) to the 16th of 
December, {1862), when I turned over the command of the 
Dept, to General Banks, and up to that time the house was 
better for the occupancy, and not a scar was upon it, or a 
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single injury inflicted. TMiat has happened since I only learn 
from the papers submitted to me. It was not used during the 
time for a Cavalry Hospital, for I had no cavalry in that neigh- 
borhood. I see from the papers submitted to me that it was 
returned on the 27th of June 1863, very much injured. 

It will be seen that under my administration it was occupied 
forty (40) days, under the administration of ^General Banks 
was occupied one himdred and ninety three (193) days, there- 
fore the Honorable Sec’y. of War wffl judge of my surprise, 
if I could be surprised at anything that might happen in the 
Department of the Gulf since I left it, to read the endorsement 
of Gen’I. Banks that the occupation of the house occurred 
during “my” administration, and was one of the many cases 
of which he had no knowledge, and could not approve, for the 
reason that the use of the property was not authorized by 
“him,” and that no record of such authority is to be found in 
the Department, when the very paper on which the endorse- 
ment is made by Gen’I. Banks shows the fact forty (40) days 
of the occupation was imder my administration, and one 
hundred and ninety three (193) days imder his. That no 
record of it has been made, is doubtless true, and as little 
sLugular. But the want of method and system in his own 
administration should not be charged to my account. There- 
fore, these papers are respectfully returned to the Secretary 
of War, with the assurance that I will see that Mrs. Fuller is 
paid for the forty (40) days occupation by the military, by 
my order, without injury to the property, whether or* not 
Gen’I. Banks will see my neighbor and friend Mrs. Fuller 
paid for the one hundred and ninety three (193) days’ occupa- 
tion of her property, under his administration, wherein it was 
returned to her greatly damaged. Any further information 
which is desired of me in the case will be most cheerfully 
given. I have the honor to be. 

Very Respectfully, Yr. Obdt. Servt., 

B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Commdg 

Enclosures referred to in Foregoing Letter 
From General Banks 

Headquarters, Departmerd of the Gulf, 19tk Army Corps, Opelousas, La., May 5th, 1863 

[Not in chronological order] 

Mrs. Annie E. Fuller, Watertowtst, Mass. 

Madame: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter referring to the condition of your house in New 
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Orleans. I have been absent from that city for many weeks, 
and the Quartermaster having charge of that class of prop- 
erty has also been absent on duty at Washington. He has 
recently returned. I will make immediate inquiry into the 
condition of the house described, and will aid you in any way 
in my power. 

Doubtless the Government will reimburse you for any injury 
you may have sustained by the occupation of your premises 
for Hospital purposes. I have the honor to be. 

Your obedient Servant, 

N. P. Banks, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 


From Captain J. W. McClure 

Office Chief Quartermaster ^ De'partm&rd of the Gulf, New Oeleai^s, June 9>7, 1863 

[TNot in clironological order] 

The property of Mrs. A. E. Fuller is hereby released; she 
having shown me satisfactorily of her loyalty through Jacob 
Barker, Esq., her agent. The property is turned over to Mr. 

Barker. McClxjke, Capt., & Asst. Qr. Mastr. 


From General Banks 

Headquarters, De'pariment of the Gulf, 19th Army Corps, New Orleans, July St>Uh, 1863 

[Not in chronological order] 

Mrs. Anna E. Fuller, Watertown, Mass. 

Madame: I am directed by the Major General Commdg. 
to inform you, in reply to your letter of March 12th, that 
you do not state where the house referred to is situated, nor 
the time that it was occupied as a hospital. Without the 
information it will be impossible to do an 3 dhing in regard to 

the matter. Very Respectfully, Yr. Obdt. Sent., 

G. Naman Libber, Maj. & A. A. A. Gen. 


From P. T. Conners 

University Hospital, New Orleans, Loxjisiana, October 9.\st, 1863 

[Not in chronological order] 

I HEREBY certify that on the 15th of November, 1862, 
when attached to the Regular Artillery Battalion, Capt. R. 
C. Dungda, 1st U. S. Artillery Commanding, I found a build- 
ing occupied for Hospital purposes, which was so used at the 
time of breaking up of the Battalion February 5th, 1863. 

P. T. Conners, Asst. Surgeon, TJ.8.A. 
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From Jacob Barker 

New Ohleians, October Slst, 1863 
[Not in chronological order] 

This is to certify that I have the care of IVIrs. Annie E. 
Fuller’s property in New Orleans during her absence; that 
her house on the upper side of St. Charles Street, near the 
La. Avenue, was taken possession of by the Military Authori- 
ties of the United States on or about the 7th of Nov. 1862, 
and occupied many months as a Hospital for the Cavalry 
force stationed in the neighborhood; that when thus taken 
possession of, the house and outbuildings and gardens were 
in good condition, and when restored in June 27th, 1863, the 
whole was in a very dilapidated state, the gas fixtures greatly 
injured, the locks and a door taken away, the garden, house, 
outbuildings, and yard left open, the house taken possession 
of by idlers, and the garden by goats. 

Jacob Baeker 


The United States 

To Mrs. Fuller, Dt. 

For Eent of residence for Hospital purposes, situated on Dryade Street, 2nd door 
below Louisiana Avenue, in tbe Dept, of the Gulf, from the 7th of Nov. 1862, to the 
27th of July, 1863, being 8 mos. and 20 days, at $40 per month. 


From Governor John A. Andrew 

Comrrioriwealth of Massachusetts, Execviive Department, Boston, November 23rd, 1863 

[Not in chronological order] 

Major General N. P. Banks, New Orleans 
I BEG leave to introduce to you Mrs. Eugene Fuller, whose 
husband was a son of the late Hon. Timothy Fuller, and 
brother of the Coimtess Ossoli (Margaret Fuller). Mrs. 
Fuller has gone to New Orleans for the purpose of looking after 
her affairs there, and has lost time by being sent from one 
ojQScial to another to no purpose. Her house in New Orleans 
having been injured by the soldiers, and a portion of the rent 
remaining unpaid, and having already lost by the war, her 
means are so reduced as to be insufficient for her comfortable 
support. If you will advise Mrs. Fuller in the matter, I shall 
consider it a favor, and I have the honor to remain. General, 

Respectfully, Yr. Obdt. Servant, 

John A. Andrew 
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From Surgeon R. H. A. 

Medical Director" s Office, HeadquarterSy Dept, of the Gulf, December 16tk, 1863 

[Not in chronological order] 

The property of Mrs. Fuller was seized during the admin- 
istration of General Butler. There is no written authority on 
file in this office to use the House for a Hospital. I believe the 
statement of Dr. Cowen, U.S.A., and Mr. Barker. I would 
recommend that hlrs. Fuller be paid for use of house up to 
date June 27th, 1863. 

R. H. A., Surgeon XJ.S.A. Med. Dirctr., 

Department of the Gulf 

From General Banks 

Headquarters, Department of the Gulf, New Orleans* December 16, 1863 

[Not in chronological order] 

The papers enclosed of Mrs. A. E. Fuller are respectfully 
transmitted to the Secretary of War. There is no doubt of 
the loyalty of this lady, or of her statement as it regards her 
property, but occurring during the administration of General 
Butler, no record of the facts, or of the orders upon which it 
was taken, is to be foimd in this Department. 

This is one of the very numerous claims which I do not like 
to approve, for the reason that the use of the property was 
not authorized by me, and that no record of such authority is 
to be found in this Department. They are subjects properly 
to be referred to a commission, with authority to make judi- 
cial investigation and decision as to the rights of claims on the 
Government, and this paper is referred for this purpose. 

N. P. Banks, Major General, Commanding 

Endorsed: Respectfully referred to Maj. Gen. Butler for such 
information as he may be able to give. 

By order of the Seceetaet of Wae 

From General Butler 

Headquarters, Department of Va,, & No. Carolina, Fort Monroe, * 

January 1864 

Hon. P. H. Watson, Asst. See’y. of War, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sib: As you are ex-officer Chief of Ordnance, at 
any rate interested in having things done that ought to be 
done, I apply to you in the present difficulty. As you are 
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aware, we are endeavoring to arm some light-draft gunboats 
for the protection of the inland waters and to stop smuggling. 
For the boat service we want some short Ballard rifles, some 
pistols and cutlasses. TVe made requisition on Gen’l. Ramsey 
for them, and he kindly informed us we could not have them 
unless for cavalry. The information was so like that which 
used to be furnished me by General Ripley that I looked to see 
if his name was not signed to the letter. 

The arms are wanted for boat servnce. The boats have been 
bought and equipped at great expense to the Government, 
and the proper small arms are now wanted for their efficiency. 
The question is a plain one, shall aU the expense the Govern- 
ment has been put to be thrown away for want of proper arms? 
I enclose a new requisition which covers what I want. May I 
ask your efficient aid in seeing that it is got through at as 
early a day as possible? I have the honor to be, 

Most Respectfully, Yr. Obdt. Servt., 

Benj. P. Butler, Maj. General Commanding 


Copy of Requisition 

500 Carbines, Ballards or Sharps. 

500 Carbine Slings. 

500 Carbine Swivels. 

500 Carbine Cartridges Boxes. 

500 Carbine Cartridges Boxes Belts and Plates. 
500 Cap Pouches. 

SOO Cutlasses. 

$00 Bdts for Cutlasses 
200 Navy Revolvers. 

200 Cartridges Box for Navy Revolvers. 

200 Cartridges Box Belts, 

110,000 Cartridges for Carbines. 

40,000 Cartridges for Navy Revolvers. 


From General Butler 

Mead Q^ars, Dept. Va. and N.C., Poet Moneoe, Jan. 1864 

Geo. D. Pool, Jno. J. Grandt, G. W. Brooks 
Gentlemen: I have received your letter proposing the 
following questions to me, and asking an answer. 

First. “Your general policy towards this section, if the 
people remain quiet and peaceful?” 

Answer. To let you alone, except to furnish you every facil- 
ity to get family supplies, and to market your provisions 
within our lines. 


VOL. Ill— 20 
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Second. “Wlietier raids Trill be permitted or not in the 
future, and if permitted, hoTV to be conducted.®” 

Answer. There Trill be no raids permitted Tvithin your 
County, imless some act of hostility to the United States is 
committed by some person therein. And Tv-hen ordered, 
private property of peaceable citizens Triill not be destroyed 
except from military necessity and in punishment for the 
crimes of the oTvners. 

Third. “What TriU be required of those Rangers Tvho lay 
doTvn their arms and remain at home?” 

Answer. Nothing except to take the Oath of Allegiance and 
Parole to the U. S., and remain quiet thereafter. The certif- 
icate of that oath Trill protect them provided it is kept in 
good faith. 

Fourth. “What vriU be required of those parties hereto- 
fore engaged in contraband trade, Tvho 'wish to remain at 
home?” 

Answer. They can remain at home after having taken the 
Oath of Allegiance. 

I have put the requirement of the Oath of Allegiance to 
the parties heretofore in arms, and engaged in contraband 
trade, and thus aiding the rebellion, because those are the 
terms of the President’s Proclamation. Amnesty is granted 
them on the condition of their taking the oath. I do not require 
the oath of those "who have been peaceable citizens, until I 
can throTv around them my lines and afford them protection. 
Amnesty to those actively engaged in the rebellion is pardoned 
for the crime to Tphich the Oath of Allegiance is the title. 

In regard to the case of Major Rogley, he may be permitted 
to remain at his home so long as he remains quiet, upon tak- 
ing the Parole annexed to General Order No. 49, a copy of 
■which I enclose. Prom his peculiar relations and situation 
the oath is not required. I have the honor to be, 

Very respectfully. Your oht. servt., 

B. F. Bijtlbe, Maj. Gen. Comd’g. 

From General Butler 

Fobt Monhob, Va., January I6tk, 1864 

John J. Hackeit Esq., Norfolk, Va. 

Mt D:eae Sir: I am pleased to acknoTvledge my obliga- 
tions to you for a copy of your “Notes and Criticisms on 
Shakespeare.” 
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TVhoever elucidates tlie text of that great Poet, whose writ- 

iugs have been not irreverently said to be next to the Holy 

Scriptures, “a well of pure English, undefiled,” confers an 

obligation on aU who speak and write the language. 

I was annoyed that my public duties prevented my attendance 

upon your representation of Falstaff, in accordance with your 

polite invitation, and I hope to find leisure for that pleasure on 

Saturday evening. Renewing my thanks both for the Book 

and the invitation, I am, tt- m t 

.Very Iruly Yours, 

Benj. F. Btjtleb, Maj. Gen. Commanding 


From Tappan Wentworth to General Butler 

Lowell, Jany . I 7 ik , 1864 

Mt dear General: Nothing of interest had transpired 
since my return, and politics at present are at a dead calm. The 
opinion generally prevails that Mr. Lincoln will be renomi- 
nated, and the quiet public seems to have accepted it as a 
fixed fact. The movements in Pennsylvania and New Hamp- 
shire indicate some concert and activity on the part of his 
friends, and efforts will probably be made in other States. 
The condition of things is a disappointment to the Powers in 
Mass. In a conversation with the Collector at Boston a short 
time since, it was plainly perceptible that the sentiment in 
Lincoln’s favor was anno^g him. 

Mr. Bullock says he will make a stand this fall, but this I 
think will depend much upon his friends. He is constitution- 
ally timid, thinks his chance uncertain, and fears to hazard 
anything. I think his chance a good one if the present incum- 
bent could be disposed of the present year, but the delay of 
another twelve months may be fatal. 

I reported the doings of the National League at om Council, 
and gave a short relation of what I saw at the Fort and at 
Norfolk, not omitting the story of Pat. O’Fallon, and was 
pleased to find that every allusion to you “brought down the 
house.” 

Your published orders are read by everyone at the North, 
and are a subject of comment in the cars and elsewhere. You 
have the good fortune to suit the Northern sentiment in these 
issues at the Fortress equally as well as in those at New Orleans. 
The Book too, is doing you good. The criticisms of the ladies 
will not displease you. I was in company with several, a few 
evenings since, two of whom had read the Book, and spoke of 
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it as IiigMy interesting, and on its being said that Mr. Parton 
made entertaining books they quietly rejoined that they were 
more than pleased with your orders and proclamations, they 
were so graphic and so easily to be comprehended. I think it 
no mean praise that ladies and learned professors agree in 
judgment upon such papers. 

I have seen all of your folks since my return save Mr. Reed. 
His wife told me he had derived much benefit from his journey 
to the Fortress. There are two members of the old sixth Regi- 
ment desirous of serving under you. The first, Charles E. 
Poor, was a sergeant in Co. H. for the three months’ service, 
first lieutenant in the nine months’, now wishes a captain in 
one of the colored regiments. My partner, Jewett, represents 
him as an officer, one who is always on duty and in his place. 
He commanded Co. C. (the phalanx) in a fight in your present 
department, and is reported to have behaved gallantly. In 
my judgment he is worthy of the position, and will make a 
fine officer. The other is Reuben P. Charters, was a private 
in Co. H., served his time, and enlisted in Light Battery A, 
Capt. Porter, for 3 years, where he has filled the office of 
corporal and sergeant, and has again enlisted in the same 
Corps for 3 years. He says he would like a second lieutenant’s 
position in the colored cavalry, seems he knows all that can 
be known in the light battery service, and could readily adapt 
himself to the cavalry. Mr. Jewett thinks him a good soldier, 
and he appears earnest, and would doubtless acquit himself 
well. I hope you may be able to find them both places. If 
you can appoint but one. Poor is the ablest man, one of whom 
it is said “He is never sick.” 

Mrs. Heard, I hear, wiU soon be with you. Please present 
my kind regards to Mrs. Butler. 

Truly your friend, Tappan Wentworth 

From General Butler 

Head Qrs. Dept. Va. and N.C., Fort Monroe, Jany. I7th, 1864 

Hon. Daniel Collins, Mayor Portsmouth 

Mr. Mayor, Dear Sir: I am in receipt of your communi- 
cation in regard to the returns to be made by your City Officers. 
I had a conversation with the Mayor of Norfolk, and supposed, 
but it seems wrongfully, that the two cities lying side by side, 
under the same State laws, had the same officers. But it seems 
they are different. 
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If you will do me the favor to have the Order which has been 
sent you given to the proper OflScers, so that I may get full 
information of the condition of your City Government, I 
shall have attained all I desire, my object being simply to get 
the proper information so that I can shape my action accord- 
ingly. At present you see how much in the dark I am in regard 
to the state of affairs, and therefore unable to co-operate with 
you, or to aid you in any way. 

My principal object is to get the exact state of the revenues 
of the city. Hundreds of your people are calling for aid to 
relieve them from cold and hunger. Until I can ascertain 
what the city is doing for them, through what organization 
aid can be given them, without subjecting me to imposition 
and wrong, I can organize no system for their relief. 

I desire also to aid you if necessary in collecting taxes for 
this and other proper objects, believing that your whole tax 
system is now in such disorder as to be incapable of being 
enforced. I pray you do not allow your people to be influenced 
by any rumor. I by no means seek to suspend the operations 
of Civil Government, but on the contrary to aid it in its effi- 
ciency, if I find, as no doubt I shall, that the Civil Govern- 
ment wishes to co-operate with me. I have some money which 
belongs to the City of Portsmouth, in justice to be expended 
there. I desire to have it expended intelligently and economi- 
cally. And the same in regard to the City of Norfolk, and if 
you will ask the Mayor of that City you will find that my 
whole conversation wdth him, which took place in the presence 
of Mr. Tazwell Taylor, was in relation to city expenditures, 
and the objects for which the expenditures were made, and, 
by curtailing those expenditures, to find funds to meet other 
pressing wants. 

Assure your people that I have no present intention of mak- 
ing any suspension of Civil Government, and shall not do so 
if I find, as I have no doubt I shall, that that Government is 
willing and ready to aid me in the common object, which is 
the safety and welfare of the city. I will give the extension 
of time you desire. I have the honor to be. 

Very respectfully, your obt. servL, 

B. P. Btttleb, Maj. Oen. Comd’g. 
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Froin General Butler 

Headquarters, De’partment of Va,, & No. Carolina, Fort Monroe, 

January 17ih, 1864 

Major General H. W. Halleck, General-in-Chief 

Sir: I received this morning the enclosed communication 
from Col. Spear, commanding the exterior line near Norfolk. 
I reported some time since to the War Department the action 
of Brig. Gen’l. Wild, to which this is in relation. Were this 
the act of General Pickett simply, I should readily know what 
course to pursue, but it is evidently the act of the Confederate 
Government. Private Jones, Co. “B,” 5th Ohio Volunteers, 
was evidently taken from among the prisoners of war at Rich- 
mond and turned over to General Pickett for this purpose. 
Therefore it seems to me to be a subject for the action of the 
Government, not for the action of a commander of a Department. 

The strongest evidence that this is the action of the Con- 
federate Government which I have is the fact that we have no 
Ohio troops in the Department upon whom vengeance could, 
have been wreaked in this way. 

This action may be as well met now as any time. Our 
Government has suffered its officers and men to be outlawed 
for doing their duty. It has suffered its prisoners to be starved 
without retaliation, and now hanging is superadded. I state 
the fact, I do not presume to offer advice. I have also the 
honor to enclose a letter from Col. Hinton to me, upon this 
subject. I have the honor to be, 

Most Respectfully, Yr. Obdt. Servt., 

B. F. Butler, Major General Commanding 

Enclosures referred to in Foregoing Letter 

Eeadquartersy U. S. Forces, Near Portsmouth, Va., Jan, IQth, 1864 

[Not in chronological order] 

To Major General B. F. Butler, Commdg. 

Dept. Va. & N. Carolina 

General: Pardon me for addressing you direct in an 
Official Communication, but the nature is such that I deem 
it prudent to do so, and send the document by an officer as 
“Special Messenger.” As soon as the information relative 
to the hanging of the unfortunate man reached me, I at first 
could not believe it, and directed Col. Smith to send out at 
once and ascertain the truth of the statement, the result of 
which is conclusive (see doc. marked “B”). The body is now 
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in my possession, and I shall have it properly buried in my 
enclosure at 2 o’clock p.m. to-day, unless otherwise instructed 
by the Commanding General. 

Relative to the statement of the citizens of Pasquotank 
County (marked “A”), most of them are known to me, and 
those I know to be loyal I have marked (*) in red ink; the 
balance are what they term here neutral. The original pla- 
card, a copy of which is enclosed, is in my possession subject 
to your order. 

Trusting that my action in the case may meet with approval, 

and respectfully requesting information relative to the burial 

of the body, by return messenger, I have the honor to remain, 

with high respect, xr i. j- . o 

^ Your obedient Servant, 

Samuel P. Spear, Col. Commanding Division 


Headquarters, North Carolina, Pasquotank County, Jan. ISih, 1864 

[Not in chronological order] 

General Getty 

Dear Sir; We, the subscribers, regret to say that there 
was found this morning a dead man and still hanging in our 
neighborhood, as the enclosed slip, which was found pinned 
to his back, will show you by whom it was done. We have 
made a suitable box, and buried him near the place he was 
found himg. Should his friends wish to get his body, they 
can get it by applying to any of the subscribers. 

We trust that you will not attach any blame to any of the 
citizens of the neighborhood, as we were entirely ignorant of 
any of the circumstances until we foimd the body; from all 
we can learn he was brought across the Chowan River to this 
place, and as soon as the men who had him in charge had 
hung him, they went back. 

J. D. Stocklet,* Wm. N. Copage, Wm. Williams,* Jas. 
M. White,* Wilson Spence, N. T. Temple, James Forbes, 
Newton C. Jones,* William Carien, Wright Brothers, 
John T. Williams* 


Headquarters, Deep Cheek, Va., January l^th, 1864 
[Not in chronological order] 

Col. S. P. Spear, Commanding Division 
Colonel: According to instructions, I sent out a company 
of Cavalry under command of Capt. Allman; they proceeded 
to South Mills , and sent a detachment of 13 men and a Lieut, 
to the Turn Pike gate, where Samuel Jones, of Co. “B,” 5th 



S12 LETTEKS OF GEN. BEXJAZmN' F. BUTLER 

Ohio Regiment, was executed. He was hung on Tuesday, the 
12th. One ]VIr. Williams, living near by, on Wednesday made 
a coffin, cut him down, and buried him in the field opposite. 
Capt. Allman was instructed to bring the remains in, which 
he has done, and I send them in ambulance to these Head- 
quarters for your disposal, also a pair of hand-cuffs which were 
taken from his wrist, which are rather ugly things. Nothing 
further of interest to report. 

Very Respectfully, Yr. Obdt. Servants, 

M. B. Smith, Col. Commdg. Deep Creek, 

Chas. P. Gakdnee, Capt. & A. A. A. Gen’l. 


Notice 


Here hangs Private Samuel Jones, of Co. “B,” 5th Ohio 
Regiment, by order of Major General Pickett, in retaliation 
for Private Daniel Bright, of Co. “L” 62nd Georgia Regiment 
(Col. Griffins), hung Dec. 18th, 1863, by order of Brig. General 


Wild. 


A true Copy 

Samuel P. Speak, Col. Com. Div. 


Headqmrters, Departmmt N. C. Forces, Muefsbejsboeo, No. Carolina, 
January \5th, 1864 [Not in dironological order] 

To General B. F. Butlee, Commdg. at 
Fortress Monroe 

General: Enclosed I send you a copy of a letter addressed 
by Brig. Gen. Wild, of the U. S. Army, to Capt. EUcott, of 
the 66th Regiment, North Carolina State Troops. From the 
general tenor of the letter, and from the fact that it is endorsed 
to an officer of my command, I am induced to believe that Gen. 
Wild intended his threat against “Guerillas” not to be applied 
to the officers and men of my command. The 66th Regiment, 
of North Carolina State Troops, which I have the honor to 
command, was organized under authority obtained from the 
Governor of the State, and its officers are regularly commis- 
sioned by the Governor. With this explanation, I desire to 
know whether it is your purpose to pursue the policy indicated 
in Gen. Wild’s letter to Capt. EUcott,^ in the event if it should 
hereafter capture any of the officers or men of my command, 
or are they to be recognized and treated as other prisoners of 
war. I have captured a goodly number of the officers and men 


^ See General Wild's letter, page 270. 
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of the IT. S. Army and Xavy, and have uniformly treated them 
as prisoners of war. I desire to treat those I may capture 
hereafter similarly, but as a matter of course I shall be guided 
in the future in my treatment to your men by the answer I 
receive to this letter. I desire further to call your attention 
to the fact that the ladies whose names are mentioned in 
Gen. Wild’s letter, are, as I am informed, still held in close 
confinement in the city of Norfolk. I want to know whether 
it is your purpose to hold these ladies as “hostages” for a 
soldier legitimately captured. I shall be pleased to receive a 
speedy reply to this communication. 

Respectfully Yr. Obedient Servant, 

J-OfES W. HiifTOK, Col. Comdg. N.C. State Forces 

From General Butler 

Head Quars. Dept. Va. and N.C., Foet Moneoe, Jan. 1S64 

[Not in clironological order] 

Lt. Wm. J. Manoen, and Mr. Pendes Wicks 

Messes.: In answer to your application in regard to your 
wives, held as hostages by Gen. Wild for the treatment of his 
colored soldier Samuel Jones of the 5th U. S. Colored. Upon 
a fuU examination I have determined: 

First. That as no difference was made between Jordan and 
Daniel Bright on account of color, one being hanged in retalia- 
tion for the other by the Rebel authorities, the case pre- 
supposed by Gen. Wild when the hostages were taken in the 
persons of three women, that some different treatment would 
be meted out to his soldier, because his color not having 
arisen, the order given by him for execution of the women in 
retaliation will be revoked. 

Second. I will return the women to North West Landing, 
with a copy of this note as direction to the Officer there; that 
upon your placing yourselves in his hands in their stead, to 
be treated as prisoners of War, unless some outrage not jus- 
tified by civilized warfare is perpetrated by the men of your 
commands, the two women Mrs. Wm. J. Manden and Mrs. 
Pendes Wicks will be delivered to their friends. 

I take leave to assure you that nothing has been done to 
them to annoy, insult, or injure them, except the detention, 
as I have no doubt they will inform you when you see them. 

I am compelled to require your presence and detention 
instead of your wives on account of further threatened retali- 
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ation made by the men of your Regiment upon the soldiers 
who may be unfortunate enough to fall into their hands, and 
in order that the transaction may assure you and your people: 

First That we will not permit outrages upon our men 
T^dthout swift, severe, and stern retaliation. It is for your 
friends therefore to make the choice. Daniel Bright, who was 
executed by Gen. Wild, was a deserter from the 62nd. Georgia, 
was wrongfully enlisted in the 66th North Carolina, was en- 
gaged not in warfare, but in pillage and murder as a Guerilla, 
was duly tried by Court Martial, sentenced, and hanged, and 
the execution of Private Jordan, in retaliation for that act, 
will be made the subject of other and diflferent measures from 
any that relate to yourselves and your treatment. I have 


the honor to be. 


Very respectfully yours. 


B. F. ButIiEE, Maj. Gen. Comd’g. 


From General Butler 

Head Quars. Dept. Va. and N.C., Fort Monroe, Jan. S/7th, 18S4 

[Not in chronological order] 

Col. James W. Hestton, Com’dg N.C. State Forces 

Colonel: Your letter per Flag of Truce of date of Jan. 
15th was received, enclosing a copy of a letter of Brig. Gen. 
Wild's to John Y. Ellcott, Capt. of Guerillas. I am glad of an 
opportunity to state to you the exact policy which I propose 
to pursue in carrying on the war now raging between the 
Confederate Authorities and my Government, because upon 
that subject there seems to be a wide misxmderstanding. Per- 
haps the easiest way to elucidate it, will be an explicit state- 
ment of what I do not mean to do. 

First — then — I do not mean to conduct the war like a 
fish woman in Billingsgate, by calling hard names, such as 
“Brute, Beast” etc. 

Second. I do not mean to carry it on by any futile procla- 
mations of outlawry against any soldier duly authorized and 
commissioned for doing his duty. 

Third. I do not mean to carry it on by threatening, when I 
am beaten, to take to the woods and organize Guerilla forces. 

Fourth. I do not propose to carry it on unless my troops will 
obey my orders. And if they do not, while I am in command of 
them, I shall not afford them protection. 

Again. I do mean to carry on this war according to the rules 
of civilized warfare as between alien enemies. 



LETTERS OF GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER 315 


To apply, then, the principle to the case you mention of 
the action of Gen. Wild. Gen. Wild found Daniel Bright, a 
deserter from the 62nd Georgia Reg’t., carrying on robberj^ 
and pillage in the peaceable counties of Camden and Pasquo- 
tank. He was further informed, and beKeved, that being such 
a deserter he and his company had refused to obey any order 
emanating from you, or the Governor of North Carolina, 
because you had frequently ordered the squad, of which he 
pretended to be one, across the Chowan River, and they had 
refused to obey. 

These facts appeared to the Court Martial before which 
Daniel Bright was tried, and in my judgment brought him 
within the strict meaning of the term “Guerilla.” If these 
facts are true, and they are known to you if they are so, the 
fact that he was a member of a Georgia Regiment, being shown 
by the placard put upon the body of Private Jordan, who was 
hanged in retaliation for him, it is quite clear that he met his 
fate according to every rule of warfare; and the murder of Jor- 
dan in pretended retaliation for him will be met in such a way 
as becomes the Government which I represent. 

If EllcoU and his men had refused to obey your orders and 
to march as they were directed, but remained in a peaceable 
county, against the will of the inhabitants, plundering and 
burning, as they were doing, and as we were informed they 
were doing, they also deserved a like fate as Daniel Bright, by 
every rule of civilized warfare. But if your men are met in 
the field, in the usual duties of soldiers, under yom command, 
or that of any other duly qualified officer, carrying on war in 
any form that war has been carried on by any Christian 
nation, except the English against the Chinese, they will be 
treated whenever captured as prisoners of war, and all the 
more tenderly by me because they are North Carolina troops, 
most of whom I believe are unwillingly in the service of the 
Confederate Govenunent. Gen. Wild’s threat was only against 
“Guerillas,” and those are the men coming within the de- 
scription which I have given, and you can easily determine for 
yourself whether your Regiment as organized does come within 
that description. If not, they fear nothing worse than impris- 
onment. H they do, it will be more convenient for them not 
to get into our hands. 

I leave it to your own good sense whether the kind of war- 
fare carried on for the past year in the Counties of Camden, 
Carrituck, Pasquotank, and the neighboring Counties, tends 
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either to set up the Confederate Government among the 
nations of the earth or overthrow the Government of the 
United States: and if it does neither, whether such a warfare 
ought not to be stopped by the most stringent measures. I 
have the honor to be, 

Very respectjully. Your obi. servt., 

B. r. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comd’g. 

From General Butler 

Bead Quarters Dept. Va. and N.C., Foet Moneoe, Jan. llth, 1864 

[Not in chronological order] 

Major Thomas W. Ltoics 

Permission is hereby granted to Major T. W. Lyons to 
get wood in and around the Little Wycomoes River, and to 
convey the same to Point Lookout. The terms upon which 
the wood is to be disposed of to be agreed upon hereafter. 
The Commander of the Potomac Flotilla is respectfully requested 
to give Maj. Lyons every facility. I have the honor, to be. 

Most respectfully yours, 

B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comd’g. 

From Levi Hayden 

Office cf {he NS, Stthmarine Engineering Co.y 108 WaU St.^ N.Y., 

13th January, 1864 [[Not in chronological order] 

Major General Butler, Fortress Monroe 

Sir: As you were absent from Head Quarters on my return 
from North Carolina, I beg to report that I ascertained from 
Mr. D. Heaton, Superintendent and Special Agent of the 
Treasury Department, at Newbem, that no permit to cut 
timber can be granted save under order from the Secretary of 
the Navy, endorsed by Rear Admiral Lee, — such an order I 
am now endeavoring to obtain. 

The cord- wood cutting, which you requested me to examine 
into, has been thoroughly canvassed. Capt. Cook, Asst. 
Quarter Master at Newbern, has given to me every facility for 
its accomplishment, — he showed me that the locality in the 
rear of Newbern, and on the line of the Railroad, has become 
exhausted, being too expensive from the distance of transpor- 
tation. Capt. Cook recommends operating on the north side 
of the river, nearly opposite the city, — of course a guard will 
be necessary to hold guerillas in check. Capt. Cook will speak 
of the matter, when he sees you, as he expects shortly to do 
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at Newbern. MTien the locality is determined upon, I t hink 
that I can arrange to have a large quantity cut for the Govern- 
ment, at a fair price. 

I shall be happy to afford any further information on this 
or any other subject interesting to the Government or yourself. 

Respectfully your obedient sent, 

Levi Haydeji 


From General Butler 

Head Quars. Dept. Va. and N.C., Fort Monroe, Jan. I 7 fh , 1864 

Heaton 

Will Col. Heaton please inform me by what regulation 
no timber can be got in North Carolina except by order of the 
Secretary of the Navy, endorsed by Admiral Leef 

Respectfully yours, B. F. Butlek, Maj. Gen. Comd’g. 

From D. Heaton to General Butler 

Newbehn, N.C., January 23, 1864 
[Not in chronological order3 

Seb; Yours of the 17th inst. has been received. 

You ask me “by what regulation no timber can be got in 
North Carolina except by order of the Secretary of the Navy, 
endorsed by Admiral Lee?” 

This question, as put to me, assumes, as I understand it, 
that no timber can be got in this state except by an order as 
above indicated, and that I have sanctioned the same. 

I desire to say to you that whoever has represented or stated 
to you that no timber can be procured in this state only on 
such a requisition, has uttered to you that which is false. 

I know of no regulation preventing timber from being 
procured here, but I have taken the view for some months 
that it was manifestly against the public interest to allow good 
yellow pine, adapted exclusively for ship building purposes, to 
be cut, indiscriminately, by private parties. 

Having received information that this particular descrip- 
tion of timber was quite limited within our present military 
lines, I have deemed it proper to decline complying with the 
request of various private parties from different sections of 
the country to cut, saw, & export it. 

While I have done this with the conviction that the War & 
the Navy Department ought to determine imder the circum- 
stances when it is proper to allow this description of timber to 
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be taken, I have given several permits allowing large privileges 
in the way of procuring timber for house building & house fur- 
nishing purposes; also for several other highly-useful objects, 
such as the manufacture of staves, shingles, veneering, &c. 

There is an abundance of timber for such purposes, & a 
most liberal latitude is given to loyal & responsible persons 
to obtain the same. Wood can also be readily procured in 
large quantities. 

The only authorities given up to this time to procure ship 
timber have been to M. S. Bradley, Esq. & John H. Baker, 
Esq.; the authority given to the first party was founded upon 
recommendation of a substantial character. IVIr. Baker, to 
whom the other authority was issued, made application to 
me for it as early as the month of June last, & having reason 
to regard him as a gentleman of high standing for loyalty & 
responsibility, I complied with his request. 

Both of these authorities, however, gave the parties the right 
to procure ship timber by purchase from loyal persons only, 
& containing distinct stipulations that what they did procure 
should be tendered to the proper navy agents at New York. 
Mr. Bradley, at great expense and trouble, has shipped one 
cargo to New York, but Mr. Baker has not shipped one foot. 

I have given no person any authority to take ship timber 
from abandoned or public lands, and from the fact of the 
scarcity of the article & the danger & difficulty in getting it 
out within our present military lines, I have deemed it a duty 
to suspend the issuing of authorities of this character. 

I do not hesitate to say to you that I regard this as the cor- 
rect policy until our lines are extended & more security afforded. 
When this is done, as I trust it will be done speedily, then the 
kind of timber in question can be thrown open to all loyal 
parties. 

I do not dispute for one moment your military right or that 
of General Peck to take & appropriate for military pu^oses 
just what you may deem necessary of the kind of timber 
referred to, but imder existing circumstances I believe the 
true course has been taken. 

Very respectfully, Your oht. serot, 

D. Heaton, Supt. Spc. Agt. Trea. Dept. 



LETTERS OF GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER 319 


From. General Butler 

January 17 th, 1864 

Thomas L. Paulson*, Chaplain 1st R. E. S. M. Vols., 

Deummon’dtotun*, Va. 

In* reply to your letter, I have the honor to say that no 
man will preach in Drummondtown or elsewhere in this depart- 
ment unless he has taken the oath of allegiance. 

Call the attention of the Provost Marshal to this. Let the 
churches fill their pulpits according to their usage. 

If the present clergymen do not take the oath of allegiance, 
send them to me. I have the honor to be. 

Four obdt. Servant, B. F. BuTiiER 

From General Butler to Miss Van Lieu ^ 

Norfolk, Ya., Jan, 1864 

My dear Auntt: I suppose you have been wondering why 
your nephew has not written before, but we have been uncer- 
tain whether we should be able to send a letter. The Yankees 
steal aU the letters that have any money in them through Flag 
of Truce, so that we thought we would wait until we got a safe 
chance. 

I am glad to write that Mary is a great deal better. Her 
cough has improved, and the doctor has some hope. Your niece 
Jennie sends love, and says she wishes you could come north, but 
I suppose that is impossible. Mother tells me to say that she 
has given up all hopes of meeting you, imtil we all meet in 

Yours Affectionately, James Ap. Joistes 
From General James Barnes to General Butler 

Head Quarters Norfolk dn Fortsmovih, Norfolk, Va., Jany. 18, 1864 

General: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
your commimication of the 15th inst., on the subject of retain- 
ing Capt. Johnson in his present position as A. A. G. 

^ The above letter is what Miss Van lieu read on opening the envelope. When 
add and heat were applied the following was found to be the real message: 

My dear Miss; The doctor who came through and spoke to me of the bouquet 
said that you would be willing to aid the Union cause by furnishing me with infor- 
mation if I would devise a means. You can write through Flag of Truce, directed to 
James Ap. Jones, Norfolk, the letter being written as this is, and with the means 
fumiahed by the messenger who brings this. I cannot refrain from saying to you, 
although personally unknown, how much I am rejoiced to hear of the strong feeling 
for the Union which exists in your own breast and among some of the ladies of Rich- 
mond. I have the honor to 1^, 

Very resyectfuuy Your obedient servant^ 
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I do not see any difficulty in the matter if he be approved of 
by you. The office he holds is not of the personal staff, and 
therefore I should not be at liberty to take him with me even 
if I had any position which I could open to him. 

By a reference to Gen. Orders War Dept. No. 212, dated 
Dec" 23, 1862, par. Ill, you will see that “The Assts. Adjts. 
General of Dmsions and Brigades will hereafter remain per- 
manently attached to the commands to which once assigned, 
and will not be considered as part of the personal staff of the 
General on whose recommendation they were appointed.” 
Capt. Johnson will therefore remain in his present position 
unless removed by special order. 

Without previous acquaintance with him, I have found him 
ever since my arrival here a very able officer in this depart- 
ment, attentive to all his duties, and well versed in orders and 
regulations. Of exemplary habits, he is at all times ready 
for an y duty which may be required of him, and I most con- 
fidently recommend him to you. 

I assure you. General, that that part of my endorsement 
upon Miss Chase’s letter which you are disposed to consider 
complimentary, was quite sincere. Very Respectfully, General, 

Your most Obt. Servt, 

‘ James Barnes, Brig. Gen. Comdg. 

Answer by General Butler 

Jany, 18, 1864 

WoxTLD have yielded to your taking J. with you, but am glad 
to retain him. Can’t see how the order quoted applies to J’s 
ease, as you did not have a brigade when in command of 
Norfolk. 


From Colonel J. W. Shaffer to General Butler 

Ed. Qis. Department of Va. N.O,, Foet Moneoe, Jan. lOtk, 1864 

Dear General: Sanborn leaves this evening for Balti- 
more and Washington. I send you a despatch received from 
Stanton, which will explain itself. 

We are getting along very smoothly, insist on getting entire 
control of exchange matters, and have it in writing from Secy., 
and after you get this paper show it to Mr. Lincoln that there 
will be no misunderstanding thereafter. I would suggest 
that it won’t pay to have much of a fuss with Pierpont’s 
crowd. 
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I send you a proposition for raising Regt. heavy artillery in 
North Carolina. The wrong file of Southern paper was sent 
you, I send right one. Make Stanton change Taylor and make 
Clarke, Commissary. 

Talk over the question of raising a big force in event any- 
thing else fails to go to Richmond. If you can get two or three 
regiments of cavalry, do. Peck writes for more cavalry, and 
more is wanted here. I sent you a private letter from Peck, 
thinking that it might contain something you would want to 
know. 

Tell Stanton he may have General Wistar for Weitzel. 
Wistar ranks Heckman, and if he wiU give us one good sub- 
stantial, common-sense man, he can have Wild. I wish Wild 
was elsewhere; he has no common-sense and does harm! 
Better have him away if no one comes in his place. I wish 
you would see Senator Wilson, and ask him for me to see that 


Dr. Barnes is confirmed. 


Yours, J. W. Shaffer 


From General I. J. Wistar 

CiPHEE. Office U, S, Military Telegraph, War Department 

The following telegram received at Washington, 4.15 p.m., 
Jan. 20, 1864, from Norfolk, Va. Jan. 20th, 1864. 

Maj. Genl. Bhtleb, Care of Secy, of War 
Telegram received. A small cavalry force under discreet 
oflScers instructed not to ask direct questions, but to exhibit 
anxiety for capture of horses and negroes, went out last night. 
They were directed after passing New Kent to incline towards 
the White House, if they decided to go further at aU. 

My care being identical with that expressed in your telegram. 

I. J. Wistar, Brig. Genl. 


From F. H. Pierpont 

Alexandria, Va., January 910th, 1864 

Hon. Sec. War, Washington, D.C. 

Sir: In addition to the two orders of Gen. Butler which I 
submitted to the President on Saturday last, in regard to the 
banks and civil oflBcers of the City of Norfolk and Portsmouth, 
I desire to caU your attention to further orders and regulations 
of his in that Department, which I think tend to the oppression 
of the people and subversive of good government, and in no 
way to the suppression of the rebellion. 


TOL. m — 21 
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Gen. Butler has issued an order requiring all merchants 
taking goods into his department to pay one per cent on the 
cost. All persons going to and coming from Old Point and 
Norfolk pay one dollar for pass (except State Officers and Mili- 
tary Officers and soldiers), and three dollars on all vessels 
clearing at Old Point. This money goes to the fund to support 
the Provost Marshal’s Office. 

This collection of money I conceive to be wrong and oppres- 
sive on the people, without reference to the fact that it is not 
paid into the treasury of the U. S. They pay now five per 
cent on all the goods that are taken there, into the U. S. Treas- 
ury, and five per cent on all the produce sent away. Also, all 
the licenses to the U. S. assessed under the internal revenue 
laws. Now, to burden them with one per cent more, one dollar 
for pass each way, three dollars for clearing all vessels, is more 
than ought to be done. But in addition to all this, there is 
the Provost Marshal with his Provost Judges Court, who are 
taking cognizance of all civil and criminal causes from eject- 
ment, to getting drunk in the city. I was informed that they 
had rendered judgments and execution for large amounts of 
money, were seizing and selling property; they had seized one 
man and confined him for some time in the felon’s cell in jail 
because he did or could not pay a large debt to some N. York 
creditor. The clerk of the Coimty Court informed me that 
they had been sending to his office for deeds and abstracts 
of real estate with a view to selling. I saw notices in the city 
newspapers there of cases of ejectment, judgment, and pos- 
session ordered in five or ten days. I wrote to Gen. Butler 
calling his attention to this mischievous abuse of power, 
stating that this Provost Marshal and Provost Judges Court 
could not sell property, real or personal, for debt on a judg- 
ment and execution rendered by them, that would pass any 
title to the property sold. That it was only mixing matters 
in greater confusion, and asked him to abolish the Court. 

He replied by saying. “My instructions are that no debts 
shall be collected save against those who are in rebellion against 
the United States in favor of loyal citizens, and where the prop- 
erty might escape from the honest creditor by reason of 
confiscation.” 

This is an excuse that I had not expected from a lawyer 
of Gen. Butler’s standing. There is a County and Corporation 
Court, a Circuit Court, and the U. S. District Court, all in the 
City of Norfolk, all of which are accessible to all persons who 
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will take tke proper oath. By the laws of Virginia any person 
in rebellion is declared a non-resident of the state, and an 
attachment will issue on a proper application in one minute 
after or at any time between the institution of the suit and 
judgment, and the attachment is a lien from the time it goes 
into the Sheriff’s hands as to real estate, and from the time of 
levy on personal estate, — so there can be no possible excuse 
for this Provost Court, except it be to charge five or ten per 
cent for the collection to go into the hands of the Provost 
Marshal’s fund. But this Provost Marshal takes cognizance 
of all the petty offences in the city which properly belong to 
the Mayor and Civil Magistrates, and levies fines from one to 
five dollars. In addition to this, he has the handsome income 
from fines for selling and smuggling liquors, which range 
from 850 to $800 each, just as the parties are able to pay. This 
all goes to support the Provost Marshal’s Office. 

While I was in the city of Norfolk, about the 28th of Dec., 
there were two men confined in jail for felony or misdemeanor, 
under warrant of a justice. The Provost Marshal sent and 
took them out, and sent them before the Provost Judge. 
No witnesses were sent; the Provost Judge released the men, 
and set them at liberty. The Provost Marshal issued an order 
prohibiting the sale of property belonging to a secessionist, 
executed by the collectors of revenue for taxes. He threatened 
to arrest and imprison the Mayor, and declared his intention 
to break up civil government in his command. These acts 
were followed by orders from Gen. Butler to the civil officers 
to report to him the amount of their salaries, etc. After Gen. 
Butler’s subordinates have done everything to intimidate, 
worry, and disgust the civil officers, to discourage them from 
discharge of their duty, he then declares them of no account. 

Another act of Gen. Butler’s I will mention, which is a 
gross assumption of power in my estimation. He has issued 
orders for enrolling and conscripting all the white men in his 
district able to bear arms. I have no objection to the Presi- 
dent of the United States, through his Provost Marshal Gen- 
eral conscripting the people of Virginia, when in his opinion 
it ought to be done under the act of Congress. But I have a 
most decided objection to Gen. Butler on his own account, 
and without authority of law, assuming such prerogative, 
and executing such delicate trust. The people in Gen. Butler’s 
district in Virginia have paid all the internal revenue to the 
U. S. which has been assessed, as much so as the City of Boston, 
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and in addition have paid five per cent into the Treasury of 
U. S. on all goods brought in and the same on all produce sent 
out. They have furnished more troops according to popula- 
tion than any people in the U. S. But they have been mostly 
black. They claim to be put on the same footing with Mary- 
land and Kentucky as to conscription. 

T^Kat I claim and respectfully ask, without going into detail 
for the reason therefor, is this — 

1st. That Gen. Butler is not allowed to interfere with the 
banks of the State. 

2nd. That his order requiring civil oflScers to report amount 
of salaries etc. to him, be revoked. 

3rd. That the one per cent on merchandise, one dollar on 
passes, three dollars on clearing of vessels, be abolished, and 
that nothing be allowed for that service. 

Ifth. That the Provost Marshal’s Court in the state of 
Virginia, for the collection of debts and the trial of all civil 
causes by the same in regard to real and personal estate, be 
abolished and prohibited. 

The reason of this is so apparent that I do not feel like 
Tnaking further argument in the premises. It is Gen. Butler’s 
duty to attend to the army and its discipline. There is no sort 
of use for a Military Government in Norfolk or Portsmouth. A 
sensible, honest Provost Marshal is all that is needed. Two 
companies to guard the commissary stores is all the army that 
is wanting. But as to giving place to more Brigadiers and 
officers, military, I am not going to raise questions or find 
fault on the subject, but the path of duty is so plain that if 
the military will only attend to their own business, and let 
the civil officers attend to theirs, there can be no difficulty — 
and all wfil work in harmony. 

I have never attempted to invade a single right of a mili- 
tary officer, but PiaveJ been willing for the sake of peace to 
yield much. Yet I don’t intend to give up all the civil rights 
of the people without a struggle. I am. 

Yours etc., F. H. Pierpont 


War Department, Jan, 25, 1864. 

Endorsed. Official copy, respectfully referred to Maj. Gen. 
B. P. Butler, Comdg. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina, 
for his information. ^ 
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From William B. Allison 

House Rep.t Jany, 21, 1864 

Maj. Gen. Bexj. F. Butlee, Forteess Moxeoe, Va. 

Sie: I will thank you to send me, if entirely convenient, a 
copy of speech made by you early last year at the Academy 
of Music, N.Y. I cannot close this letter without saying that 
in my judgt. the people of this country appreciate the fact 
that you are one of the very few men in this country that 
fully appreciate the magnitude of the contest in which we are 
engaged, and the remedies that should be applied to those who 
seek to destroy our good government. I am. 

Very Respectfully, Yours, Wm. B. Allison 

From General B. F. Butler 

January Und, 1864 

Mr. S. P. Chase, Sec. of Treas. 

Sie: The cargo of the “Village Belle,” of which I wrote to 
you as having been seized by Capt. Pierce of the Revenue 
Service, has been condemned. An effort will be made by rep- 
resentations to you to have the cargo released. In my judg- 
ment a great wrong will be done to the necessary discipline of 
this department if the cargo is released. Indeed, I have your 
note saying it shall not be released. I have the honor to be 
Very respecfully. Your obedient servant, 

B. F. Butler, Brig. Gen. Commdg. 

From General Butler 

HeadquaHers, Department of Va, & North Carolina, Fobt Monroe, 

January 9>%nd, 1864 

Non. P. H. Watson, Asst. Secretary of War 

Sir: The steamer “City of New York,” running as Flag of 
Truce boat in the Bay and up the James River, has been em- 
ployed by the Government from the 2nd of July, 1862, to the 
22nd of April, 1863, at six hundred dollars per day, and earn- 
ing $176,400 during that time. From April 22nd, 1863, to 
Dee. 1st, 1863, at four hundred dollars a day, earning $86,600, 
making $262,000 earned up to December 1st, 1863. For some 
unknown and unexplained reason, her charter was not renewed 
until December 1st, 1863, with the accruing clause to the 
Government. If it had been, she would have made for the 
Government in the time between forty and fifty thousand dol- 
lars. She was then put in at a valuation of $150,000. Before 
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the War, I am informed that she could have been bought for 
$46,000. 

Wliy she should have been put in at the enormous price of 
8150,000 is a mystery. She has now earned for the Govern- 
ment only 86,575, which is not a flea bite upon her valuation. 
I directed that she would either take $250. a day or be dis- 
charged. The owners say she shall not work for the Govern- 
ment at that price. I did this without knowing her previous 
history. I still think she ought to be discharged, unless, what 
is manifestly just and right to be done, she is seized by the 
Government and her owners allowed to get what they can upon 
the seizure. They are clearly not entitled to more than thirty 
or forty thousand dollars, possibly fifty, on the boat. Had I 
the power, I would settle the matter without much trouble, 
but as it is referred to you, please advise me at once what to 
do with her. I inclined very strongly to the seizure. She 
has paid for herself under the government almost twice. K 
the Government can do nothing, and the owners choose to take 
her away, I propose to order two other boats of them that are in 
charter by the Government to be discharged also. I think these 
men have made enough out of the Government, not to throw 
themselves in our faces this way. You will observe that this 
charter was renewed at New York. Would it not be well to in- 
quire why the oflScer in New York left out of the charter the 
accruing clause. If a Quartermaster in this Department is inter- 
ested in the sale of an old horse, by which the Government may 
not lose more than ten dollars, you discharge him summarily, 
and rightly; but if a Quartermaster at New York refuses to do 
what is ordered to be done for the Government, by which the 
Government loses some fifty thousand dollars, we hear nothing 
from it. Please direct me by telegram. I have the honor to be. 
Very Resyectfully, Yr. Obedient Servt., 

B. F. Butler, Major General Commanding 

New York. Prom July 2iid, 1862, to April 22nd, 1863, 294 days @ 


$600 pr. day, $176,400 

Prom April 22nd, 1803, to Dec. 1st, 1863, 214 days @ $400 pr. day, 85,600 

Approximate earnings under old charter $262,000 

New York. From Dec. 1st, 1863, to Jan. 1st, 1864 (deducting time lost) 

31 days at $400 pr. day $12,400 

Value $150,000 and 83% profit for 1 mon. $ 4,125 

Running expenses estimated at $1,700 per month 1,700 5,825 

Approximate Amt. accrued to Govt, under new charter $6,575 


Repairing from Feb. 14th, 1863, to June 6th, 1863, and steamer “State of Maine” 
was substituted for her during that period. 
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From General Butler 

Head Quars. Depi. Va. and Fort Moxtsoe, Jan. 1864 

Dr. Hexet Maetix, Surgeon U.S.A. 

Doctoe: Knowing that I have prohibited the importation 
of whiskey into Xorfolk, I am surprised to find that it has 
passed under your inspection under the name of “spirits of 
com,*’ “spirits of frumenti.” 

I am not a very good Latin scholar, but I am not to be 
cheated that way. Another certificate made in that way will 
meet with very severe action. I have the honor to be. 

Very respectfully yours, 

B. F. Bctlee, Maj. Gen. Comd'g. 

From J. C. Thompson to General Butler 

Thoupkinstillb, Staten IsIiANd, X.Y., January iind , 1864 

Dear Sie: I have information from a source that I deem 
reliable that Mrs. J. Tjder (widow of Ex. President Tyler) 
was let through our lines last summer at the time several 
hxmdred women and children were sent over by Flag of Truce 
from Baltimore and Fortress Monroe. She then took with 
her six or seven large travelling “two-story” trunks from this 
Island. 

Although told by her brother-in-law, D. L. Gardener, she 
could not get them through, she said there would be no diffi- 
culty, as she was well acquainted with General Dix. 

Her Secession Ladyship, having reached Dixie — and no 
doubt disposed of her wares to good advantage, runs the block- 
ade to Nassau and thence back to Staten Island, where she is 
now staying with her mother at the house of D. L. Gardener, 
her brother-in-law. Gardener is one of our secession sym- 
pathizing Supervisors, who with his sympathizing associates 
raised $75,000 on the credit of the people, and applied it to 
keep men from going to the war. 

I apprise you of the course Mrs. T. has pursued, so you may 
be on the lookout should she again attempt to slide through 
by using or abusing the friendship of officials. I will keep a 
sharp lookout for her movements, and advise you if she again 
starts for Dixie. 

Have written to Gen. Dix to know if he recollects of passing 
her over. If he answers you, I shall post him how she returned. 
If he did not allow her to go, some one else has, and I am 
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determined to find out and expose her. The easy virtue of 
some of our folks is truly astonishing. 

Yours truly, J. C. Thompson, 
Dept. Provost Marshal, Richmond Co. N. Y. 


From General Butler 

Foet Monhoe, Va., 22 Jan,, 1864 

Brig. Gen. Meigs, Provost Marshal Genl. 

I HATE a quantity of horses selected at the Cavalry Depot 
for this Department. They have been waiting because the 
river was frozen. It is now clear of ice. 

Please have them sent down at once. It is of the last neces- 
sity that I should have them. g p, 


From General Butler 

Bead Quars* Dept, Va, and N,C,, Foet Monboe, Jan, iSrd, 1864 

Brig. Gen. Marston, Comd’g Pomx Lookout 
General: I am informed by the Quarter Master here that 
every foot of lumber required at Point Lookout from this 
Point has been sent. Will you report to me at once if I am 
incorrect, so that I may take order with the men who have 
deceived me, and if you are incorrect will you punish those 
who have misinformed you. I have the honor to be, 

Very respectfully, your obt. sent., 

B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comd’g. 


From General Butler 

Bead Qmrs, Dept, Va, and N,C,, Foet Monbob, Jan, 23r<i, 1864 

Capt. John Cassels 

The Provost Marshal will turn over to Bernard Kohn one 

hundred ($100) dollars of the money taken from him, taking 

his receipt therefor, and will then give Kohn a receipt for 

the balance, saying that when Kohn came through the lines 

the money was foimd upon his person after his representation 

that he had none. The money to be filed until the close of 

the war, and then to be submitted to the proper authorities 

for adjudication. „ 7 t> 

By command of Maj. Gen. Butler 
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From A. J. B. Hutchins 

XoRFOLK, Vebginu, January SiStd, 1864 

Statement concerning Mrs. , Geobge W. Lane, and Major 

Mokse, special Treasury Agent, District of Virginia 

About June 1863, Airs. came to Suffolk, Virginia, and 

was brought before Major Smith of the 112th New York S. V., 
who was the Provost Marshal of that place. 

jMts. represented that she was from the vicinity of 

Chowan River, North Carolina, that she came through the 
lines to make arrangements to dispose of 1200 bales of cotton 
that belonged to parties near Chowan River, North Carolina, 
who are loyal at heart to the United States Government, said 
cotton would be sold for ten dollars per 100 pounds, provided 
goods could be returned for one-half the cotton bought, and 
the remaining half in Federal notes. 

Major Smith gave Mrs. permission to go to Norfolk, 

Virginia, as Suffolk, Virginia, was about being evaluated. 
About July, 1863, Brigadier General Naglee took command of 

the District of Virginia and about the same time Captain 

became acquainted with Mrs. and finding her without 

funds, he placed her at the National Hotel, and paid what 
bills she incurred until October 1863, when Brigadier Gen. 
Naglee went to Washington, D.C., and Captain accom- 
panied him. About that time, Mrs. took quarters at 

Mrs. Brown’s house at Bute street, Norfolk, Virginia, where 

she became acquainted with Major Paymaster District 

of Virginia, who took charge of l^s. and he is still keep- 

ing her up to this date. 

Captain George H. Johnston, being aware of the circum- 
stances connected with Mrs. , communicated the facts to 

Major Morse, Special Treasury Agent upon his arrival at this 
place. He called on Mrs. , and after learning of the loca- 

tion of the cotton near Chowan River, North Carolina, Major 
Morse went to Baltimore, Maryland, and in company with 
George W. Lane, proceeded to Washington, D.C., with a letter 
to Secretary Chase, from Mr. Hoffman, collector of the port 
of Baltimore, Md., recommending that they be allowed to 
buy and bring inside the lines, said cotton near Chowan 
River, N.C. 

Secretary Chase referred Major Morse and George W. Lane 
to Mj. David Heaton, Special Treasury Agent at Beaufort, 
N.C. 
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Major Morse and George W. Lane arrived at Norfolk, Vir- 
ginia, on Jan. loth 1864, sent for Mrs. , and proposed to 

her that she should go through the lines and make arrangements 
to have the cotton for a certain price brought to a certain 
point, to the amt. of five hundred thousand f $500,000) dollars, 
promising to remunerate her for the trouble and comply with 
the terms of giving one-half in goods at the point the cotton 
was taken from, and the remaining half in Federal notes. 

They promised to see her again January 16th, 1864. Major 
Morse and George W. Lane went to Beaufort, N.C., equipped 
with a letter from Mr. Hoffman to David Heaton, and a bond 
signed and witnessed for one hundred thousand dollars ($100,- 
000), to insure the government of the 5 per cent duty, thereby 
endeavoring to make it a legal business. 

January 20th, 1864, Major Morse and George W. Lane 
returned to Norfolk, Virginia, and said they were entirely suc- 
cessful in their arrangements about the cotton while at Beau- 
fort, North Carolina. 

George W. Lane has gone to Baltimore, Md. He will return 
in a few days to this department, and in order that he may be 
here on official business, he is making arrangements to raise 
the iron steamer “Forbes,” that is sunk near Cape Henry, 
Virginia. But his real business is to get some twelve hundred 
(1200) bales of cotton near Chowan River, North Carolina. 

Mrs. is on Nebraska street, near Union street, Norfolk, 

Va., and is very anxious to go to her home in North Carolina, 
and it is probable she will soon make a move in that direction. 

Very Respectfully, A. J. B. Hutchins 


From General Butler 


Fort Monroe, Va. 23 Jan., 1864 

Eon. E. M. Stanton 

A TABLE-SEBVANT of Jefferson Davis has come within our 
lines. I have examined him, and think him truthful & reli- 
able, & his information of sufficient consequence to send him 
to you. He reports, & I believe him, the rebel Vice-President 
Stephens having fled to Europe without the knowledge of 
Davis. The boy’s name is James Pemberton. I send by mail 
minutes of a hurried examination. 

Benj. P. Butler, Maj. Gen. Commdg. 
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From General Butler 

Fort Monroe, Janvary iijth , 1804: [Not in chronological order] 

Hon. E. M. Staxtox, Secretary of War 

I SEXD you enclosed a marked copy of the Richmond Exam- 
iner. May not the article about Vice-President Stephens 
confirm the story of James Pemberton whom I sent you? 

I have the honor to be, 

Very respectfully your obt. servt., 

B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comd’g. 

From, General Butler 

Hd. Qrs. Dept. and Fort Monroe, Jan. 9AtK 1864 

Brig. Gen. L. Thomas, Adjutant General U. S. Army, 

Washixgtox, D.C. 

Gexeral: I had the pleasure to receive your letter of the 
15th of Jany. inst. Before its receipt, however, I had a con- 
versation with Dr. Winslow, and I trust have adjusted matters 
in the future so that he will not be interrupted with. The 
trouble had been that the Dr. has been denounced regularly 
as a disunion man by his neighbors. I think you must have 
been misinformed as to anything done by Colored Troops, as 
no Colored Troops have ever reached Hertford; although the 
acts of others have been bad enough. Hertford is not within our 
lines, but I am trying to extend our protection around it, having 
had a very satisfactory interview with the citizens of Pasquotank 
County. I am very much obliged to you for your kind expres- 
sions of opinion as to my administration in New Orleans. 

I have the honor to be. 

Very respectfully your obt. servt., 

B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 

From Miss Van Lieu to General Butler ^ 

January 1864 

Dear Uncle: I was very glad to get your letter. I had not 
heard from you for so long. I had written by Flag of Truce 


^ The above letter is what Gen. Butler read on opening the envelope. When 
add and heat were applied the following was found to be the real message: 

Dear Sir: It is intended to remove to Georgia very soon all the Federal pris- 
oners. Butcher’s and baker’s to go at once. They are already notified and selected. 
Quaker knows this is true. Are building batteries on the Danville road. This is from 
Quaker. Beware of new and rash counsel, beware! This I send you by direction of 
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and by private boat, but did not get a reply, which made me 
very unhappy. I am glad to know of your love. If we don t 
agree on the question of war I am sorry, but we love one 

another. I took my little children down. Betty was 

much; she is a right large girl. She inquires about you. Betty 
is the only one that remembers you. I am very uneasy about 
Jamy. He is in Tennessee with Longstreet. The last letter 
I had he was well, but had endured great hardships. Please, 
Uncle, enquire for him, and see if he has been taken prisoner, 
and do what you can for him, for I hear how badly they treat 
prisoners in Tennessee. Please write at once and tell me if 
you can learn anything of him. He is your own nephew, 
and you ought to take an interest in him, and I know you do, 
not minding the difficulties you have had. He is very kind 
to me. Now, Uncle, you know that I am getting on very well, 
but I could not have things as I do if Joe had not given me his 
money before he went. I would not care about living if it 
was not for my children. If anything happened to him . 
He is healthier than he was when he worked in the store. S. 
and her f amil y are all well. She has lost her youngest child 

about — months ago. He talks very loud, but is out of 

the army. I thi-nk he is the very one that ought to be put in. 
She would be better off without him. I am very sorry to 
hear that Aunt Mary is so sick. I hope she will soon be better. 
There is a doctor here, I think could cme her. It is Doctor 
Waring. I have heard of some cures of the same disease. 
Good-bye, my dear Uncle. God bless you and all yours. I 
■win always remember your kindness and dear Aunt Mary’s. 

Your affectionate niece, Eliza A. Jones. 


From Governor Gilmore to General Butler 

State of New Hamjpshire, Executive Department, Concord, Jany. 9>5th, 1864 

Sir: Your telegram, informing me of a respite granted to 
Private WiUiam H. Stearns, 10th N. H. Volunteers, has been 
received, and in behalf of his friends I thank you for the 
same. 

all youT friends. No attempt should be made with less than thirty thousand cavalry, 
from ten to fifteen thousand infantry to support them, amounting in all to forty or 
fifty five thousand troops. Do not under-rate their strength and desperation. Forces 
could probably be called to action in from 5 to 10 days, twenty-five thousand, mostly 
artillery. Hoke^s and Kemper’s brigade gone to North Carolina. Pickett’s in or about 
Petersburg. Three regiments of cavalry disbanded by General Lee for want of 
horses. Morgan is applying for a thousand choice men for a raid. 
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As I am informed, Stearns for several years prior to his 
enlistment had been a workman in the mills at Manchester, 
this state, that his relatives mostly reside there, and that he 
has a very respectable woman for a wife, and also one child, 
in whose behalf this application is made. 

That he deserted in the fall of 186-2, and afterwards came 
to see his wife and child, to whom he is represented as being 
much attached, and after that probably went to Canada, 
though that is supposition. 

I wish to make no apologies for desertions occurring at the 
present time. Their iniquity and punishment are well under- 
stood, but at the time Steams deserted they were not gen- 
erally regarded in the light in which they now are, and very 
severe punishment had, I believe, been but rarely inflicted 
prior to that time. I would suggest, therefore, that mercy 
may be shown h im , and I would respectfully ask that as light 
a punishment may be inflicted upon him as the good of the 
service will permit. I have the honor to be. 

Very respectfully. Your obdt. Servant, 

J. A. Gilmore, Gov. of New Hampshire 

From General Butler 

Ed. Qrs. Dept, of Va. and N.C., Fobt Monboe, January 15th, 1864 

Hon. E. M. Staistton, Secretary of War 

Sib: There have been delivered for Special Exchange or 
otherwise since last September, by the Confederate Authorities 
at City Point, a number of Officers and men amounting to 
about seven hundred and fifty (750) men, including the five 
hundred (500) deUvered to me on the 26th of December. 

There has been no declaration of exchange of any prisoners 
since September, and all these prisoners by the cartel, as I 
imderstand, are waiting to be declared exchanged, in the 
Parole Camp at Annapolis or elsewhere. Upon looking over 
the course of the officer of exchange in this matter, I find that 
from time to time Declarations of Exchange have been made, 
and therefore I propose to declare all prisoners held by the 
Confederates, and delivered by their Agent at City Point to 
our Agent of exchange up to this date, exchanged. 

The operation of that Declaration, as I understand it, will 
be only to allow those who have been in fact exchanged, and 
delivered to us as such, to be put in the service instead of 
remaining at the Parole Camps or at home. I should have 
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asked instructions upon the matter had I not supposed that 
this was simply in the course of ofBcial business. It will and 
can have no operation upon any pending question, or any 
other force than simply to release the men already exchanged, 
and allow them to be sent into the Army of the United States. 

Trusting that you will approve this, and will answer your 
approval by telegram. I am. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servt., 

B. F. Butlee 

From General Butler 

Office Commr, of Exchange, Fort Monroe, Jan. Stoth, 1864 

Hon. Robert Ould, Agent of Exchange, Richmond, Va. 

Sib: I have the honor to return the accompanying papers 
for more definite information as to the w^hereabouts of the 
parties inquired for, as the endorsements merely state that 
they are not in prison in Richmond, which is but a vague reply 
to send to their sorrowing and anxious friends. I trust you 
will endeavor more fully to inform us where these men are, if 
in the hands of your Authorities. I have the honor to be, 
Very respectfully, Yr. obt. friend, 

B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Commdg. 

From R. S. Fay, Jr. to General Butler 

Boston, Jan. 26, 1864 

Dear General; I have your letter of 17th, with its very 
kind enclosure to Gen. Hurlburt, for which I thank you very 
much. The Committee on Manufactures has received my 
application for increase of capital very pleasantly, and I think 
there will be no difficulty in declaring 50% stock dividend. 

I have just returned from New York, where I have spent 
most of my time with your brother. Though in pretty good 
spirits and confident, he is a very sick man, and I have been 
urging him with all my might to go home and leave his business 
to Richardson and me. I fear it is of no use, however; he 
goes into something new as fast as any old matter is settled. 
I hope Col. Shaffer will bear in mind the forage voucher for 
$20,000. It is a most flagrant case of neglect, and very hard 
upon us. 

I think Middlesex almost too high at 320 to take any for 
you unless you decidedly wish it. I have let Perry, M. North, 
and some overseers have most of what I bought at that price. 
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I have 20 shs. left, which are at your disposal. We are talking 
of a small hosiery mill in connection wdth our neighbor Barry, 
the largest importer and domestic commission house in that 
line. Also of a small cotton mill, of which scores are for sale, 
to be ready for the first opening. If anjThing comes of either 
you shall have a chance. Please present my best regards to 
Airs. Butler, and believe me always. 

Yours faithfully, R. S. Fat, Je. 

From Geyieral Butler 

Bead Quars. Dept. Va. and S.C\, Fort Monroe, Jan. ^6ih, 1864 

Col. Heney Wilson, U. S. Senate 

Deae Sie : I have the 2nd Alass. heavy Artillery here. When 
they arrived with twelve Companies, the Adjt. Gen. of Alass. 
desired, by telegraph, to know’ if two more Companies w’ould 
be acceptable. I immediately answered that they would be, 
and when in Washington I saw the Sec. of War, and asked him 
for permission to have them raised. I supposed that he sup- 
posed that they would be raised upon precisely the same terms 
as other new recruits, and entitled to precisely the same 
bounties, no more, no less. He gave me permission to have 
them raised, and gave an order to have them entered on the 
Provost Marshal General’s books, and permitted me to tele- 
graph to Adji. Gen. Sehouler that they would be authorized, 
which I did. 

By a letter received from Adjt. Gen. Sehouler, it seems 
that it is now understood that these are raised for “Special 
Service,” and are not entitled to the same bounties as other 
new recruits. 

The service for which they are raised is not “Special” but 
general, and no distinction should be made, or, as I believe, 
was intended to be made, by the Sec. of War, between them 
and other recruits, for the reason that they were raised for 
“Special Service.” And I repeat, they were to receive the 
same bounties as other recruits. This was my understanding 
and it was his understanding, which I have no doubt he will 
at once recognize. I see no occasion for misunderstanding, 
and I believe if you call upon him, and show him this note, 
if there is any misunderstanding it wdll be promptly corrected. 
If not, the matter will stand upon his order. I have the honor 

Very respectfully, your oht. servt., 

B. P. Btjtlee, Maj. Gen. Comd’g. 
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From General Butler 

Bead Quan. Dept. Fa. arid N.C., Fort Moxeoe, Jan. 3Sth, 1864 

His Excellency John A. Anheew, Gov. of Massachusetts 

Sir: I have examined the note fromAdj’t. Gen. Schouler to 
my Chief of Staff in relation to the two companies of Hea\’y 
Artillery. I have asked Senator Wilson to present a note to 
the Sec. of War on the matter, a copy of which I beg leave to 
enclose for your Excellency’s information. 

I trust there will be no misunderstanding which by any 
possibility can injure the soldiers. I have the honor to be, 
Very respectfully, your obt. servt., 

B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. •Comd’g. 

From General Butler 

Ed. Qrs. Dept. Va. and N.C., Poeteess Moneoe, Jany. 1864 

Eon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War 
Sir: I telegraphed you at some length about the conversion 
of the Point Lookout Hospital to other uses, and I stated aU 
the reasons that I could state in a telegram. I got an answer 
through General Canby, that the Surgeon General reports 
that it cannot be spared. There are accommodations there 
for quite a number of patients, say fifteen hundred, possibly 
more. There are less than one hundred Union men patients. 
There is a guard to guard it numbering almost as many as the 
patients. One quarter of these patients should be sent to 
their Regiments were it not that they are needed to make a 
show of sickness. I have got in my Department Hospital 
accommodations for more than one-half of my entire command 
were it wounded to-morrow. I can take every patient from 
Point Lookout and keep them at Fortress Monroe, at the 
McClelland and Chesapeake Hospitals, and have Hospital 
buildings for colored troops, because I have a sensible Medical 
Director and Medical Staff. I have the honor to repeat in 
regard to the Hospitals what I did in regard to the Engineer, 
“Great is Diana of the Ephesians.” 

You did me the honor to say, when I last saw you, that you 
never knew a Department Commander that was willing to give 
up any troops that he once got in his possession, and I asked 
if you ever knew the Chief of a Staff Department to give up 
anything that he once got in his possession, and I trust you 
will answer the one as I answered the other. With gold at 
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160, I think a little pains should be taken to save the United 
States a thousand dollars a day expense to feed one hundred 
men, we had better board them at the Continental. We do it 
at less expense, and, on an average, they are not more debili- 
tated than the dandies we feed there. I speak not without 
knowledge, for I have been through this Hospital, and seen 
these men. Ha\Tng done my duty in putting before you the 
facts, it remains for you to make such application of them as 
your good judgment will dictate best for the public service. I 
have the honor to be 

Very respectfully, your dbt. servt., 

B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comd’g. 


From General Butler 


Foet Moneoe, Va., 26 January, 1864 

Sec. of War 

Can you send me Baker’s Cavalry? If so, how soon can 
they be landed at Yorktown? 

Benj. F. Btjtler, Maj. Gen. Commdg. 


From C. A. Heckman 

By TmiEGBaph from Getty, Dated Jan, 26, 1864 

To Maj. Genl. Butler 

I made a Cavalry reconnoissance to Pig’s Point. They 
found no signs of any Rebels, & the citizens say there has been 
none in that section of the coimtry since this evacuation of 
Suffolk. The squadron returned to Camp this a.m. at 5 o’clock. 

C. A. Heckmatst, Brig. Genl. Comdg. 


From Robert Quid 

Confederate States of America, War Dept., Richmond, Va., Jan. 27, 1864 

Major General E. A. Hitchcock, Agent for Exchange 

Sir: All of the deliveries at City Point have been mutually 
declared exchanged up to Sept. Ist, 1863. Since that date 
there have been several deliveries, the number on each side 
generally corresponding. If there is any excess it is generally 
on our deliveries. 

On the 1st of February I shall declare all officers and sol- 
diers who have been delivered at City Point at any time prior 
to January 1st, 1864, exchanged. You can make a similar 
notice as to those who have been delivered you. 

Respectfully, your obt. servant, 

Robert Ould, Agent of Exchange 


VOL. in — 22 
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From General Butler 
Head Quarters, Dept, of Va, & N,C,, Foex Moneoe 

Gen. OxjLD 

Will you send for our officers from distant points, Texas 
and elsewhere.® I have complaints that none but officers 
from Richmond can be exchanged, which embarrass action. 


From General Butler 


Fort Monroe, Va., 27 Jan., 1864 

Gen. WiSTAB, Norfolk 

Baker’s Cavalry will reach Yorktown by water to-night. 
Be prepared for them. Answer receipt of this. 

Benj. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 


From Colonel Appleton 

Headquarters, 9th Regi. C. A, Port Hudson, La., January iJth, 1864 

Capt. A. F. Puffer, A.D.C. Gen’l. Butler’s Staff 
Captain: Your very welcome letter of the 10th inst. came 
to hand yesterday evening. This morning I reported to Gen. 
Andrew, Commdg. the Corps d’Afrique, the contents of the 
letter, and added that it would be for my personal advance- 
ment to be under Gen’l. B. He asked me if Gen. Butler 
promised to give me a Brig. Gen. Commission, to which I 
answered “No! not at present,” leaving an implication, I 
am aware, perhaps hardly authorized. The Gen’l did me the 
honor to state that my chances here for such a Commission 
were good, and that he did not see why he should lose a good 
officer for the sake of Gen’l. Butler’s or any other Department, 
and that an officer’s preferences in the matter he should not 
consult. He further informed me that I might put in my 
resignation, but that he should disapprove it. I shall immedi- 
ately put in my resignation, and it will be disapproved. I 
shall then send it on to friends at Washington, and move 
“Heaven and Earth” to effect my cherished desire of being 
with the General. “Where there is a will there is a way,” 
and my “will” is strong enough in this matter. He, Gen. 
Andrew, told me if the General had made me a promise of 
immediate advancement that he should consent. I shall 
write to-day to Hon. Vice-President Hamlin and Hon. John 
H. Rice, M. C. of our district. I write this in great haste for 
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the boat which leaves this forenoon from New Orleans. Please 
present my respects to the General. Hoping soon to be with 

jou. I am. With great respect, Yr. Obit. Servt., 

John F. Akpleton, Col. 9th Regi. C. d’A. 


From General Butler 

Bead Quau. Dept. Va. and N.C.y Poet Moneoe, Jan. Ulthy 1804 

David Ceeamer, Esq., Asst. Assessor, Jfih Division, 
ith District, Va. 

Dear Sir: I acknowledge the receipt of your circular letter, 
directing me to make out and return a list of my income for 
taxation from Internal Revenue. 

I have no desire to escape or evade that taxation, and 
therefore shall not refuse to furnish a list when called upon by 
the person to whom I am authorized by law to give it. I am 
a citizen of IVIiddlesex Coimty, Mass., away from thence for 
what I hope is a very temporary purpose, not liable, and per- 
haps not likely to be at Fortress Monroe when the tax would 
be collectable; with no property upon which it might be 
levied except my personal wearing apparel and the horses 
and arms which I use in the service of the Government, and 
the few dollars balance of my pay which is not yet expended. 
Therefore it would seem that I am not amenable to taxation 
here, but shall be obliged to answer the call from my assessor 
at my home. I have no income here except my pay, which is 
duly taxed before I get it. It would be impossible for me to 
make an approximate statement of the income derived from 
my property in Mass., as that has been for almost three years 
past wholly managed by Agents, and without returns from 
them and an examination of their books, as much of it con- 
sists of bonds, uncollected interest money, and dividends upon 
stocks, for which I have no retmms, it would be impossible for 
me to make an approximate statement. 

I trust that you will see that my declining to send the list 
you require is from no want of respect to your office, or your- 
self, or any desire to evade proper taxation. Allow me also 
to call your attention to the fact that if I had such intent, 
while I remain in this District where martial law is predomi- 
nant, and I am the executor thereof, it would be exceedingly 
difficult for you to collect the tax in the Civil Courts. I merely 
mention this to show that I should be taxed in Mass., where I 
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have property which is amenable for any process to answer 
taxation. I have the honor to be, 

Very resfectfully, Your obt servt., 

B. F. Butlee, Ifaj. Gen. Comd’g. 

From General Butler 

Head Qmrs. Dept, Va, and N.C., Fobt MoN"aoE, Jan, 9!7th, 1864 

Brig. Gen. Wild 

You will collect nothing on permits. The fund already col- 
lected will be turned over to Lt. Col. Whelden. 

The 5 per cent Internal Revenue Tax is collected at the 
port to wMch the goods are sent under a form, a copy of which 
is enclosed. Make no tax for taking the Oath of Allegiance, 
and we have nothing do to with administering any other 
concerning Treasury regulations. We do not want any Custom 
House Officer, and don’t believe we want much of a City Gov. 
I agree with you they are expensive and troublesome. All 
matter of permits will be regidated at these Head Quarters, 
save that you will approve or disapprove all applications made 
to you, and forward them here for revision in the form hereto- 
fore used. I have the honor to be. 

Very respectfully yours, 

B. F. Butlee, Maj. Gen. Contd’g. 

From General Wistar 

Cipher. Bt Telegraph from Norfolk, January i7th, 1864 

To Major General B. F. Butlee, Comdg. 

It will be impossible to disguise the significance of the 
subject of your telegram any longer. Can you move forward 
all the other Cavahy by way of Newport News at once, with 
instructions to stop at Clark’s Farm below Yorktown? 

I will go up Friday morning whether court finished or not, 
seeing you by the way. It caimot now be delayed. 

Please order the Commissary to fill Yorktown requisition 
if any by tomorrow’s boat. I mean hard bread. 

I. J. WiSTAE, Brig. General 
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From General Wistar 

Cipher. Bt Telegraph jrom Norfolk, January %7tk, 1864 

To Major General B. F. Btitlee, Commanding 
Will see you Friday on my way up. Can you fully mate 
up the agreed number of cavalry by Saturday night at 
Williamsburgh? 

It is two fair day’s march from Newport News. If so, 
Monday is my day. j j ^ 

From General Butler 

Fort Monroe, Va., 13 Jany., 1864 [Not in chronological order] 

The Pbesident 

Telegram in regard to Private Kerns, 3rd Pa. Arty, received. 
Your former order has prevented the execution of any 
person in this Department since it was issued, and wiU do so 
until revoked. There are two murderers here under very 
aggravated circumstances awaiting execution. 

Benj. F. BimjER, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 

From General Butler 

Fort Monroe, Va., £6 /an., 1864 [Not in chronological order] 

His Excellency A. Lincoln, President, 

Washington City 

Your despatch was received; all executions have been 
stayed until further orders from you. 

Benj. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 

From General Butler 

Ed. Qrs. Dept. Va. and N.C., Foeibess Monboe, Jany. i&Oi, 1864 

Col. J. Holt, Judge Advocate General 
Colonel: The records and Court Martial have been 
received. The President telegraphed me that no person who 
has been sentenced to death should be executed until further 
orders. The order was therefore issued, suspending all execu- 
tions. There have been some men tried since that order, and 
the sentence approved, and acting tmder the spirit of the 
President’s telegraph, I have not carried a sentence into 
execution. 

AH sentences of death are imder my order to be executed 
within forty-eight hours after the sentence is read to the 
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prisoner. That sentence is not ordered to be read to the pris- 
oner until the time and place are fixed for his execution, so 
that there would seem to me to be no propriety in noting any- 
thing of the President’s order upon the proceedings I approve. 

No man has been pardoned or respited by the President, 
because the record has not been forwarded to him, so that I 
can make no record of any action of the President because 
none has b een taken. 

I must do my duty under the law, which is to approve or 
disapprove of the sentence, and to carry it -into effect unless 
the President interferes. I have the honor to be. 

Very respectfully. Your dbt. servt., 

B. F. Butlee, Maj. Gen. Comd’g. 

From General Butler 

Headquarters^ Dept, Va., and N.C,, Foet Moneoe, Jan, iSih, 1864 

Mrs. John H. B. Lateobe, Baltimoee, Md. 

Madam: Whether it will be possible to grant your request 
in regard to your occupying a tent with the gentleman you 
name is questionable, as other dispositions will be made at 
Point Lookout during the stay of the prisoners here. If he 
chooses to be loyal and take the Oath of Allegiance and go to 
your home and remain there during the war, he will have an 
opportunity. 

I will, however, forward your note to the Commanding 
Officer there, and will call his attention to your wish, and trust 
that he may be able to gratify you. You may write your 
son whenever you please, and send him anything for his com- 
fort until further public notice. 

I thank you very much for your kind mention of me. I 
am so often called a “Brute and a Beast” that it seems some- 
what singular that a Southern lady can remember any polite- 
ness of conduct. I have the honor to be. 

Very respy., Yr. ohdt. servt., 

B. F, Bittlee, Maj. General Commanding 

From Robert J. Stevens and W. Whitelock & Co. 

Baltmoee, StSth of January, 1864 

The undersigned for themselves and agent require permis- 
sion to purchase and remove to loyal states from the counties 
of Hyde, Tyrell, Bertie, Washington, and North Carolina, the 
produce of the coimty, say corn, rosin, cotton, tar, flaxseed. 
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&c., and also with a view of paying for the same with the priv- 
ilege of shipping out to those coimties, under such restrictions 
as may be imposed, family supplies, not contraband. 

This produce, at the present time, we think is liable to be 
seized and applied to the support of the Rebel Armies, and 
therefore it is the policy of the Government it should be 
removed within our lines. The money which in any case might 
be applied to its purchase would to that extent tend to weaken 
the Rebel currency, and thus indirectly aid the authorities 
in the suppression of the rebellion. The vessels in proceeding 
out and returning would enter Albemarle Sound either from 
the ocean or by the route of the canal from Norfolk, or both, 
as the authorities might determine to grant permission. 

They are prepared to enter into such bonds as may be 
required that they are loyal, and will conform to the restric- 
tion which the permission may impose. 

Robt. J. Stevens, W. Whitelock & Co. 

From General Butler 

Foet Moneob, Va., 28 Jan., 1864 

Brig. Gen. Graham, Norfolk 
Tobacco kept on the lines for the purpose of being smug- 
gled across is proferty within the first section of Order No. 10, 
to be taken possession of and a receipt given therefor, because 
it is of use to the enemy. 

Benj. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Commdg. 

From General Butler 

Fort Moneoe, Va., 28 Jan. 1864 

Col. West, Yorktown 
Have any men of Baker’s cavalry arrived? 

Benj. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Commdg. 

From General Butler 

Foet Moneob, Va., 28 Jm., 1864 

Gen’l. D. H. Rucker, Washington 
Where is the rest of Baker’s Cavalry? But three hundred 
and eighty men have arrived. When shall we have the rest? 

Benj. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 
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From Thomas Richardson to General Butler 

12 WaU Sired, New Yoek, January StSth, 1864 

General: I feel that I ought to express to you my feelings 
in regard to your brother’s health. He seems to have lost 
stren^h verj’ rapidly the last few days. I wrote Col. Shaffer 
of the Col’s, request day before yesterday, asking him to come 
here. I trust he received the letter, and is now on his way. 
If not, I hope he will take the first opportunity consistent with 
his official duties to come. 

I repeat the wish which I have before expressed, that you 
could see your brother. Ought not his family to be apprised 
of his failing health? You will please excuse my anxiety in re- 
lation to your brother, but no man living has so strong hold on 
my friendship. I hope he may yet be spared for many years, 
but I do think he is failing. With kiud regards, I remain. 

Yours, Thomas Richardson 

P.S. Your brother has rooms at the “St. Denis” hotel, cor. 
11th street and Broadway. I am with him. T. R. 

From B. T. Ames to General Butler 

Dbummondtown, Va., January Si9th, 1864 

Dear Sir: At the suggestion of Capt. Graham, Provost 
Marshal of this place, whose debtor I am, I furnish you with 
a brief statement of facts that you may see how heavily your 
49th order, &c. bears upon me. 

Unfortunately for me, when the war commenced my prop- 
erty was about equally divided — one-half here, consisting in 
a few servants and 164 acres of land, the other portion was 
in the south, and consisted in a few hundred dollars, one 
servant, one horse and carriage, house, property, library, &c., 
to the amoimt of three thousand dollars. 

My family, consisting of a wife, two daughters, and ser- 
vant, were in the south when hostilities commenced. On the 
21st day of May, 1861, we obtained permission of Commodore 
Strihgham (who treated me very kindly) to pass to this place, 
where we have been ever since, and our conduct has been 
observed by your officer above named. 

I, Sir, in early life had the benefit of military instruction, 
and since this unhappy struggle commenced I have had sev- 
eral positions offered me, both while south and since I arrived 
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Lome, but have not accepted, nor have I been in military ser- 
\'ice of any kind since 1848. 

I have never been a politician — have not cast but one vote, 
which was for Bell and Everett for the Presidency, for the 
last seven years. Now, Sir, if this excites your surprise, allow 
me to allay it by saying I am a ^Minister of the Gospel, and 
have enough else to attend to. 

Finally, my serv^ants are all gone, and consequently my 
few acres are comparatively valueless — already I am poor, 
and my helpless family are upon me. 

Now, Sir, if complying with your order is the means of los- 
ing my property in the south, I know not what will stay me 
and my family of females while I am in the evening of life, 
unless we can find shelter in that Being in whom we have 
exhorted others to trust. 

This is submitted with the full intention of abiding your 

decision. I am dear. Sir, tt. p j-omA 

Your oodt. Servant, B. T, Ames 


From General Butler 

January Wh , 1864 

Yotje case is a hard one. I wish you could have said your 
sympathies and wishes were not with the South. In that case 
I m^ht have made an exception, but looking carefully through 
yom* letter I can find nothing which shows a spark of loyalty. 
I, then, can only say you must take your case as you have 

made it. Very respectfully, B. F. B. 


From General Butler 


FoET Monhoe, Va., 29 Jammy , 1864 

Sec. of War 

Where is Baker’s Cavalry? 281 men of it landed at York- 
town two days ago, the rest have not been heard from. 

Benj. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 


From General Butler 

Foet Moneoe, Va., 29 January , 1864 

Hon. H. Wilson, Portsmouth 
Please come and see me to-morrow. Show this as an order 
for transportation on the boat to and from this point. 

Benj. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 
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From General Butler 

Foet Monhoe, Va., i9ih Jan., 1864 
Maj. Gen. Atjgxjk, Comdg. Defences of Washington 
Two hundred and eighty one (281) of Baker’s Cavalry came 
down to me for picket duty. These are without tents. I am 
anxious therefore for the rest, who have the tents. When 
will they come.^ 

Benj. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 


From General Butler 

Bead Quars. Dept. Va. and N.C., Foet Moneoe, Jan. SOth, 1864 

H. S. Conover, Esq., Marlborough, Monmouth County 
Dear Sir: If you will send, direct to me a requisition in 
the form following, to ship two hundred barrels of cider to 
Norfolk, and say where you desire to clear from, you shall 
have it without paying anything handsome, except that you 
will inform me, giving me names and dates, and certain evi- 
dence of the charge you make, that some oflBcer of mine in 
Norfolk has received fifteen hundred dollars for shipping a 
cargo of goods. I shall want all the particulars. I don’t care 
to use your name. I want to know who knows the fact. I 


have the honor to be. 


Very respectfully yours, 

B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comd’g. 


Jany, 1864 

Permit. I desire to ship two hundred barrels of cider from 

to Norfolk Va., and would request a permit so to do from 

Major General B. F. Butler, Comd’g. Dept. Va. and N. C. 


From General Butler 

Foet Moneoe, Va., 16 Jany., 1864 D^ot in clironological order] 

Col. West, Comdg. at Yorktown 
I AM informed that there is some regulation in the York 
River which forbids the oyster catchers from taking their 
oysters from the deep water & piling them up m the shallow 
water, to be there taken by the vessels loading. 

Please examine and report to me, after conference with the 
Naval Officer, what, if any reason exists for such restrictions, 
and the exact state of the regulations on this point. 

Benj. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Commdg. 
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From General Butler 

Head Quars, Dept, Va. and S,C.y Fobt Moneoe, Jan. SOtky 1864 

Rear Admiral Lee, Commanding N. A. Blockading Squadron 
Sm: I should think that oystering might be permitted with 
safety up the Nansemond as far as the Ferry or Hollowing 
Point, as far up the James on the south side as Barrel Point, 
and about two miles above Newport News on the north 
side. 

All permits will require that oyster boats shall have nothing 
on board but provisions, and no whiskey exceeding one gallon, 
and any person found smuggling or communicating with the 
enemy will forfeit the boat or vessel, and be imprisoned not 
less than six months at hard labor, with ball and chain. I 
have the honor to be, 

Very respectfully your obt. send., 

B. F. BtJTLEE, Maj. Gen. Comd’g. 

From Lieutenant Colonel Charles M. Wheldon 

Head garters. District of Virginia, Provost MarshaTs Office, NoepoiiK, Va., 

Jan. mth, 1864 

Major Gen. B. F. Butler 

Sir: The schooner “Lewis Clark,” Capt. L. S. Bowen, 
endeavoring to-day to proceed to Fortress Monroe with a 
clearance signed by CoL J. W. Shaflfer under your order, was 
stopped by the guard ship “Wyandot,” and compelled to 
return to this place for a pass from this office. Is this a 

necessity. Yery respectfully. Your bdt. Servant, 

Chas. M. Wheldon, Lt. Col. and Provost Marshal, 

District Va. 


Answer to Col. Wheldon 

January $lsty 1864 

It is not necessary that she should have a pass from your 
office if she has a clearance from these H. Q. 

By command of Gen. Butler, 

H. C. Clarke, Capt. and A.D.C. 

Answer to Captain of “Wyandot” 

January Slst, 1864 

It is reported that the schooner “Lewis Clark” was detained 
by you and ordered back to Norfolk because it had no pass 
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from the Provost Marshal at Norfolk. She had a clearance 
from these Head Quarters, which is all that is necessary. 

By command of Gen. Butler 
H. C. Clarke, Capi. and A.D.C. 

From Count Gurowsky to General Butler 

{Confidential of course), Washington, January ZOih, 1864 

Mt DE.VR General: You will be astonished and probably 
disgusted to find a chap as I making to you suggestions, and 
nevertheless I dare to beard such a lion as you. 

The future of the country, nay of this whole continent, is 
deeply, nay fearfully, intertwined with the coming presiden- 
tial election. Energy, brains, comprehensiveness, farsighted- 
ness, prompt and clearsighted decision, broad organizing and 
administrative capacity, are among the paramount requisites 
in a future president. But not an atom of those qualities 
can be discovered in Mr. Lincoln, not even by any most 
powerful microscope. 

I know somebody who masters them all, and besides he 
masters great many other qualities. 

Whatever be the dirty activity of the politicians, I never- 
theless rely upon the soimd sense of the masses, and hope that 
in the last hour the people will go for the ablest man, provided 
that man accomplishes some brilliant action, and accomplishes 
it in the nick of time. 

The whole present administration will not help any one to 
carry out some thing bold, dazzling, and decisive. 

The army of the Potomac is to begin operations early in the 
spring. It is to be supposed that Lee will draw to him all the 
available forces. Then a lightning-like blow dealt from For- 
tress Monroe on Richmond, putting you in possession of the 
nest of the rebellion, transforms you into an irresistible favor- 
ite, and a candidate for the Presidency. 

Of course Lincoln and his advisors will never put you in 
possession of sufficient means for such a coup, and still less 
would they assent that you should deal it. 

Therefore — if possible — and possible it ought to be for 
such fertile brains as are yoius — you ought continually, 
slowly, but iminterruptedly increase your forces and resources; 
do it daily and hourly, and justify it by reasons plausible and 
palatable to our rulers. 

When the hour comes, strike the blow without letting out 
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your secret. Report to the rulers — whea half way before 
Richmond — telling them that no minute was to be lost, that 
you took the responsibility, as any delay — even the shortest 
— would have been fatal; etc., etc., etc. 

You know better than I, that if the administration would 
wince and smart to find Richmond in yom hands, on its shoul- 
ders the people will carry you into the MTiite House. 

This people and this continent must be rescued from the 
curse to have Air. Lincoln re-elected. A great action, a great 
bold action, and Lincoln chances vanish as a nightmare. 

Yours truly, Gtteowskt 

From General Butler 

Fort Monroe, Va., January 30, 1864 

Richaed S. Fat, Jb., Boston, AIass. 

Deak Sir: I have already said to you that I will take one- 
half of all the stock you may buy in the Aliddlesex Company. 

If you think best to buy, buy; if you think best to sell, sell. 
I don’t know what effect the fifty per cent dividend wiU have, 
but I should think it was not much too high at 320, consid- 
ering the price of gold. 

I am glad you intend helping my brother out in his business, 
during his illnes^; If you will aid him in his pressure I will 
be much obliged to you. In regard to the certificate which 
is needed from Col. Shaffer, the Colonel has gone to New York 
sick. You will be able to hear from him there. 

Yours Truly, Benj. F. Butler 

From General Butler 

Head Quars. Dejd. Va, and N.C.y Fort Monroe, Jany, 315#, 1864 

T. T. Chollar, Esq., New York 

Sir: I am informed by Mr. J ared Chollar of Pomhet Landing, 
Conn., that you are a brother of the late Ferdinand D. Chollar, 
private in the 21st Reg’t. Conn. Vols., Co. K, and that his 
mother is also in New York. 

Ferdinand D. Chollar died at the Balfour Genl. Hospital, 
Portsmouth, Va., November 27th, 1863 of chronic dysentery. 
He left two hundred and seventy-four and 70/100 Dollars. 
A laivyer in Norfolk endeavored to obtain this money as com- 
pensation for services rendered to Chollar, before Gen. Butler 
assumed command of this Department. On learning of the 
case, Gen. Butler examined it, and allowed the lawyer ten (10) 
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dollars, all tliat his services entitled him to. The balance, 264 
70/100 dollars, is therefore held by the Comd’g Gen. in trust 
for the relatives of the deceased. If your mother will send 
to Gen. Butler a receipt for the money, and a certificate from 
a Notary Public or Justice of the Peace establishing her iden- 
tity with the mother of said Ferdinand D. Chollar, Private 
Co. K, 21st Reg’t. Conn. Vols., deceased, a check on New 
York for the above amount will be forwarded to her address. 
I have the honor to be. 

By command of Maj. Gen. Butlee 
Your dbt. servt., 

A. F. P. Capt. and A.D.C. 

From General Butler 

Bead Quars. Dept, Fa. and N.C,, Foet Moneoe, Jan, Slsi, 1864 
Col. J. JouEDAN, Commanding Beattfoet 
Colonel: You will take imnjediate measures to stop all 
trading at Newport Barracks, or the village in that neighbor- 
hood, except in very small amounts, sufficient for the immediate 
necessity of the neighborhood. I am informed that large 
quantities of contraband goods go through that point to the 
Rebels. I shall depend upon your vigilance to see to it that 
that trade is stopped. 

I have been called upon by the War Department to recom- 
mend for Brevet, Colonels commanding Brigades, and I am 
inclined so far to send in your name as one. I have the honor 

Very respectfully yours, 

B. F. Butlee, Maj. Gen. Comd’g. 

From General Butler 

Bead Quars, Dept. Va. and N.C., Foet Moneoe, Jan. Sl^i. 1864 

Hon. Thaddeus Stevens, Member of Congress 
Deae Sie: I see that Col. Field, the claimant for a seat in 
the House from Louisiana, makes loud professions of never 
faltering loyalty. Ask him if in the New Orleans Delta, between 
the 26th of April and the first of May 1862, he did not publish 
a card, stating in substance that some persons had slandered 
him by saying that he had gone on board a Yankee gunboat, 
a part of Farragut’s fleet, when lying in the River; but that 
his known character for loyalty to the South should forbid the 
imputation from being believed by any person who knew 
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him. There is such a card extant in the files of the Delta. 

If he had claimed repentance, I would not have brought up 

this reminiscence against him, but as he claims faithfulness, I 

think it but fair he should be put upon explanations. I have 

the honor to be, n 

Very respectfully, your obi. servt., 

B- F. BctIjER, Maj. Gen. Comd'g. 
From General Butler 

Head Quars. Dept, Va. and N,C., Foet Monboe, Jan, Slst, 1864 

Jetferson Coolidge, Esq., Boston, jVIass. 

Dear Snt: I have the sad satisfaction of forwarding to 

you a memento of your brother, who died in the service of his 

Country. Permit me to mourn with you his country’s loss, 

I have the honor to be, 77 

V ery respectfully yours, 

B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comd’g. 

From General Butler 

Foet Moneob, Va., 31 January, 1864 

Brig. Genl. Wistab, Comdg. at Yorktown 
I THINK the purpose of that forced march is fear of a raid 
into the coimties between the York & the Rappahannock, under 
Gen. Marston. 

To-morrow I send you a Mr. Fay, a refugee from Richmond. 
Another detachment of Baker’s Cavalry is on the way. 

Benj. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Commdg. 

From General Butler 

Fort Monroe, Ya., 31 Jany., 1864 

Brig. Genl. Chas. K. Graham, Norfolk 
Will you do me the favor to call on me at your earliest 
convenience, for the purpose of correcting a misunderstanding. 

Benj. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Commdg. 

From General Butler 

Cipher. Fort Monroe, Va., 81 Jan,, 1864 

Brig. Gen. Lockwood, Baltimore 

Can you find me in Baltimore a plan of Richmond? I may 
want it some time or other, and have not one. My sending 
to buy one would cause remark. 

Benj. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 
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From Colonel J. J/. Shaffer to General Butler 

Metropolitan Hotel, New Yoek, Jan . Slst , 1864 


Dear General: I have just returned from a visit to the 
Col. He is a very sick man, and I don’t think he will live 
through the Spring; yet he is very confident he will get well, 
and says as soon as he gets better he will go to Baltimore and 
have you meet him there, but he wont go to the Fort, and he 
thinks you had better not come to New York to see him. He 
is very anxious to know whether you have received a couple 
of letters he wrote you some days ago. I told him I had not 
heard you speak of receiving any letters. He is extremely desir- 
ous of receiving a letter from you, and he says if you would 
only drop him a few lines every week it would do him good. 
I have arranged to see him to-morrow again, and will write 
you as soon as I can thereafter. 

I am very unwell, and when I left him on Friday I was 
nearly crazy with pain in my head, and I had not force enough 
to get up to the office to see Jim. 

If you wiU write me immediately on receipt of this, I will 
get it, and any suggestion you have to make in regard to the 
Col. I will see carried out. 

I will try and get around to-morrow and see what is going 


on in the world. 


Truly Your Friend, J. M. Shaffer 


If Major Mulford succeeds in getting my man, Capt. James 
Galt of m., out of Libby, and he should need money or any- 
thing else, I wish you would supply his wants. Mr. Wilson in 
my office will tell him where to find his brother, who is in Ben- 
nington at present. J. M. S. 


From General Butler 

Headquarters, Dept. Va., and N.C., Fort Monroe, Feh. 1st, 1864 

Maj. General E. A. Hitchcock, Commdr. of Exchange, 
Washington, D.C. 

General: I have treated the papers that you speak of in 
your letter of the 23rd rather as the debris of the exchange 
business, which was to be passed through informally. 

At present I am awaiting an answer to my proposition from 
Mr. Quid, having had no official answer in regard to matters 
arising before I took charge; we stand in this way. 
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As Commissioner of Exchange I send forward such inquiries 
and formal papers as are necessary in the course of business. 

Commissioner Quid has returned answers by formal en- 
dorsements. 

I thank you for your courtesy, and will only add that I am 
endeavoring so to manage business as to avoid any personal 
collision, to maintain my personal respect and the honor of 
the Government. 

I don’t mean to make difficulties about personal matters. 
When a difference arises, it will be a perfectly distinct one 
which will justify me in taking the issue. 

If you will have the kindness to forward me the papers 
mentioned in your note, I will see the proper disposition made 
of them. They were sent to you while I was absent in the 
course of office business. I have the honor to be. 

Very respec^ully, Yr. obdt. sent., 

B. F. Bittler, Major General Commanding 


From General Butler 

Head Quare. Dept. Va. and N.C., Foet Mosboe, Feb. let, 1864 

His Excellency John A. Gumoee, Gob. of New HAMPSHmE 
Dear Sir: By the construction of the law, to which I yield 
the readiest obedience but not my assent, although I have the 
power of carrying into effect the sentence against Wm. H. 
Steams, 10th New Hampshire Volunteers, directing him to 
be executed for desertion, I have not the power to remit any- 
thing. I must either execute him, or discharge him; therefore 
your application will need to be made to the President of the 
United States, and Private Steams will not be executed until 
after the result of that application is known. I have the 

honor to be. Very respectfully. Your obt. sent., 

B. F. BtTTLER, Maj. Gen. Comd’g. 


From General Butler 

Bead Quars. Dept, Va. and N.C., Fobt Moneoe, Feb. 1st, 1864 

C. B. Dibble, Esq., New York 
Sm: The grounds upon which I judged it my duty to pro- 
hibit your doing business in North Carolina were because: 

First. Your brother and partner in business, so far as any 
public notice goes, was engaged on the Rebel side in like 
voi. m — 23 
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business, and therefore you were under very great temptations 
to send goods across the lines, having peculiar facilities, he 
being very near you. 

Second. That your vessel, loaded with goods, had been put 
ashore imder very suspicious circumstances. 

Third. I had many complaints of the fact that you were 
dealing with the Rebels, in relation to goods furnished by you 
to them. 

Fourth. As you are reported to me, and as you are adver- 
tised by your Northern friends, to be a merchant prince who 
had made four hundred thousand dollars by your trade, an 
amount which would satisfy a reasonable man’s avarice; and 
as the trade is a special and limited one in North Carolina, I 
concluded that you at least had had your share in that trade, 
and might give way possibly to a less fortunate man. 

Putting all these reasons together, I was forced to the 
conclusion that as the trade could only be by special permit, 
it would be better to permit that trade to those who were not 
embarrassed by the relations and suspicions which are attached 
to yourself. If the trade were an open one, to which all would 
have a right, I freely admit that I did not proceed so far in the 
investigation as to convict you beyond a reasonable doubt so 
as to take away your permit as for a conviction of crime. 

But being a limited one, I thought the evidence against 
you was sufficient to my discretion and judgment, and there- 
fore I gave the direction in regard to your business which 
I did. The same reasons, therefore, you will see at once, 
would apply to your doing a commission business down there, 
because when sending your vessels with your goods on Com- 
mission to your correspondent, your Captain may run them- 
ashore for the Rebels to captme them, as he 'did the last time; 
or your correspondents may transfer them to your brother 
within the Rebel lines, as you are supposed to have done; 
or yom* correspondent may carry on the business of smuggling 
goods through the lines, which you are accused of having the 
means and the knowledge how to do. 

You will therefore see that it is best that you should conduct 
your business enterprises in another quarter, where you will 
not be supposed to be imder the same temptations and sus- 
picions as in North Carolina. And if your business success 
in North Carolina was due simply to your business capacity, 
capital, and energy, the fact that you can meet with the same 
success in other quarters will be the best answer to the accusa- 
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lions made against the manner of your trade there. I have 
the honor to be Very respectfully, Your obt. serd., 

B. F. Bctlee, Maj. Gen. Cm. 


By General Butler 

Head Quars. Dept Va. and xV.C., Fort Mo:sroe, Feb. lei, 1864 

In the matter of JVL^jrgaret Newton, and the further execution 
of the order of Brig. Gen. Wild to take possession of her 
property as a military necessity 

JVIrs. Newton ha\Tng submitted her title to the properly 
to the Major General Commanding, it appears that the house 
in which she resides, and the subject of the Order, is vested, 
one undivided half in Mrs. Newton, by several deeds of trust, 
and the other undivided moiety invested in her infant child, 
the daughter of Comtney A. Newton, her late husband, a 
private in the Confederate Army, who died in March last, 
of wounds received while fighting against his country, at the 
battle near Sharpsburg. It appears that Mrs. Margaret 
Newton has taken the Oath prescribed by the Proclamation of 
the President. Without discussing the question, whether by 
the Act of Congress in regard to confiscation, and the Procla- 
mation of the President and the expiration of the sixty days 
after the 21st of June, 1862, there was any power of inheritance 
in that property by the heir of Courtney A. Newton, it is suffi- 
cient to observe that Margaret Newton has an undivided 
estate, which, if she were loyal, would entitle her to possession 
against all the world. 

She having taken the Oath, it must be presumed under 
the Proclamation of the President that she is restored to her 
present rights of property. The question then presented itself, 
whether ^ere is such a military necessity as would justify 
the taking of the house of a person of known loyalty for the 
the purpose indicated by the Order of Gen. Wild to wit: a 
residence for himself and military family. 

A military convenience is to be carefully distinguished from 
a military necessity. While the Comd’g General would have 
no difficulty in taking the houses of persons of known disloyalty 
for the convenience of his Officers and his men, nothing but 
an urgent necessity would justify the taking of houses from 
loyal persons. For example, were his officers and men without 
shelter m an inclement season, the Commanding General 
would feel justified in taking the buildings of loyal persons for 
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that purpose, or if they needed hospitals; but that would be 
upon the belief that a just claim would accrue to the owner 
from the United States. ^ 

But the Comd’g General does not believe that Gen. Wild 
in this case would for himself take such a building for his 
personal use and that of his Staff, and subject the United 
States to a valid claim for the full rent thereof. Therefore, 
as it seems to the Comd’g General, if the property in this 
instance were so taken, such a valid claim would exist in favor 
of Mrs. Newton, so far as any facts have been presented. 

The General has no hesitation in setting aside the Order of 
Gen. Wild in this behalf, who no doubt ordered the property 
taken upon the supposition that the sole title was in Courtney 
A. Newton, the husband, who had forfeited all rights to it 
by his rebellious acts. Of course this determination can have 
no effect upon the claims of the United States and of Mrs. 
Newton, to be settled under due process before the proper 
Courts. A copy of this determination and Order is furnished 
Mrs. Newton for her information. 

From General Butter 

Fobt Monboe, Va., 2 Febry. 1864 

Gm'l. Graham, Norfolk; 

I SEiND to you Dr. Ritchie, on his parole, to make complaint 
of the manner in which he was treated. I know you will feel 
as I do. The most strenuous efforts shall be made to bring 
to punishment those officers, for I do not much blame the men 
who suffered such things to be done. It was directly in face of 
Order No. 10, current series, which my officers shall find is 
not a dead letter. Make the most stringent investigation, 
restore what property you can find, if any, and report to me. 

Benj. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Commdg. 


From General Butler 

Ed. Qrs. 18th Amy Corps Dept. Va. and N.C., Pobieess Monboe, 

Feb. 2nd, 1864 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War 
Sir: In obedience to your telegram, I enclose the “corre- 
spondence between the United States authorities and the 
Rebel authorities on the exchange of prisoners and the different 
propositions connected with that subject,” so far as they 
have come from my office. 
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My reports and letters of instructions you have in the office 
at Washington. I have the honor to be, 

Very respectfully, your obi. servt., 

B. F. BiTTiiEK, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 


One enclosure containing following letters 


Maj. Gen. Butler to Robert Child 

Maj. Gen. Butler to Robert Child 

Maj. Gen. Hitchcock to Major General Butler 

Maj. Gen. Butler to Robert Quid 

Maj. Gen. Butler to Robert Child 

Robert Child to Major Mulford 

Robert Guld to Major Gen. Hitchcock 

Maj. Gen. Butler to Robert Child 

Maj. Gen. Butler to Robert Child 

Maj. Gen. Butler to Robert Child 

Maj. Gen. Butler to Robert Child 

Maj. Gen. Butler to Robert Child 

Robert Child to Maj. Gen. Butler 


Dec. 7th, 1863. 
Dec. 25th, 1863. 
Dec. 17th, 1863. 
Dec. 25th, 1863. 
Dec. 25th, 1863. 
Dee. 27th, 1863, 
Dec. 27th, 1863. 
Jan. 12tii,1863. 
Dec. 25th, 1863. 
Dec. 25th, 1863. 
Dec. 25th, 1863. 
Dec. 25th, 1863. 
Dec. 9th, 1863. 


From General Butler 

Head Quars. Dept, Va, and N.C,, Foet Moneob, Feb. Stride 1864 

Mrs. Admiral Fakeiagtjt 

Mt deae IVIadam: I had read copies of the proceeding in 
the Provost Court before I approved its action in the case of 
Zantzinger and Co. Please say, as you take interest in them 
that all I desire to see are their accounts as merchants, of 
when and how they came by the identical barrels of liquor, 
with the marks and price, after the manner of merchants, that 
were made the subject of seizure. This their books and in- 
voices can supply beyond a doubt, and it is a question not of an 
ability but willingness to give me the facts. Anything else 
I don’t care to hear. That, I should be very glad to hear, 
and wiQ listen with all patience to its most minute details. 

Truly yours, B. F. Butleb, Maj. Gen. Comd’g, 

From General Butler 

Deed Qaars. Dept. Va. and N.C., Fobt Moneob, Fe5. 2nd, 1864 

Brig. Gen. Wistae, Comd’g Yorktown 
General: If you wiU detail a Court Martial I will order 
the detail to be appointed. I have pursued that course with 
Gen. Getty and others, for the purpose of having a central record 
office in my Judge Advocate office, by which means we can 
get at information in case of an application for pardon, and it 
has been a convenience. In regard to a Provost Judge, I 
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have no doubt of your authority to appoint one, but I know I 
have, and to save all questions I will appoint such a person for 
Provost Judge as you may suggest. I have the honor to be, 
Very respectfully, Your obt. servt., 

B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comd'g. 

From General Butler 

Head Quars , Dept . Va . and N . C ., Fort Monroe, Feb . 2 nd , 1864 

Stephen B. Taylor, Esq., Baltimore, Md. 

Dear Sir: Your letter of yesterday has come to hand. I 
will have the matter of your complaint investigated forthwith. 
If Mr. Miles has anything on board his schooner other than 
in his manifest, I have large bonds to answer. 

Truly yours, B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comd’g. 

From A. J. B. Hutchins to General Butler 

Norfolk, Virginia, Feb . 2 nd , 1864 

General: George W. Lane is at this place with a map of 
the Chowan River and vicinity, with the location of cotton 
marked on said map. 

Fifteen thousand (15,000) dollars has been invested in two 
schooners capable of carrying each four hundred bales of 
cotton, and it is determined upon that said schooners shall be 
sent to the Chowan River by way of Hatteras Inlet, but at 
what particular time it has not been decided. 

There is a blockading vessel stationed at Hatteras Inlet, 
and it is proposed to insure the government with the 5 per 
cent duty with a bond for one hundred thousand (100,000) 
dollars, thereby endeavor to make it a legal transaction, and 
with said bond some letters, and if necessary a few thousand 
dollars pass the blockading vessel at Hatteras Inlet. I shall 
be notified when the schooners shall start for North Carolina, 
and will report. 

Mrs. sent through the Federal fines a letter concerning 

the cotton. Major Morse saw the letter before it went, and 
advised her to send it. I am. General, 

Very Respectfully, A. J. B. Hutchins 



LETTERS OF GEN. BENJA^IIN F. BUTLER 359 


From General Butler 

Ed. Qn. Dejd. Fa. and .V.C., Fobt Moxboe, Feb. 2nd, 18M 

Hon. S. P. Chase, Secretary of the Treasury 

Sir : If you will send me one hundred thousand dollars ($100,- 

000) more Confederate money, I think I can dispose of it to 

the benefit of the Government. 

I have the honor to be, u! n v x 

I ery respec^ully Your ooL send., 

B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 
From General Butler 

Ed. Qrs. Dept. Va . and N.C., Fort Monroe, Feh. 1864 

Hon. E. M. Staxtox, Secretary of War, Washington, D.C. 

Sm: I have asked James Jackson and 0. Barker Raine, 
citizens of Petersburg, Virginia, and refugees who left on 
Saturday, to hand this note to you for the purpose of stating 
to you the matters about which I have conversed with them. 

Their information as to army matters is not important save 
that a number of troops are being sent to North Carolina, but 
upon the disposition of the people and the state of things in 
the Confederacy I think they wiU give you a vivid and truthful 
picture, and are entitled to consideration. 

I have the honor to be 

Very respectfully. Your dbt. sent., 

B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comd’g. 

From General Butler 

Head Quarters Deptt. Va. and N.O., Fort Monroe, Feb. 2nd, 1864 

General Graham 

Cart. Lee’s report returned. He says nothing as to the loss 
of the enemy or the second Engineer being not found. Had not 
the report better be rewritten, and state those facts, as well as 
the disabling of the Engineer, as he stated there to me. 

Very respectfully yours, 

B. F. B., Maj. Gen. Comd’g. 

From General Butler 

Fobs: Moneob, Va., 2 Febry. 1861 

G. V. Fox, Asst. Sec. of Navy 
When are you to be here? I want to see you very much 
about one or two things. One is about timber. 

Benj. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 
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From General Butler 

Foex Noefole, Va., 2 Febrg. 1864 

Col. A. H. Dutton, Comdg. at Newport News 
How many effective men have you in the 3rd N. Y. Cavalry 
to march to-morrow? 

Benj. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 
From General Butler 

Foet Moneoe, Va., 2 Fehry, 1864 

Col. Dutton, Comdg. Newport News 
Order every able-bodied man of the 3rd New York Cav- 
alry, to march to Williamsburg, with picked horses from the 
whole number at camp, as early as possible to-morrow morn- 
ing, encamping at the church 6 nules this side of Yorktown 
to-morrow night; take with them only tents and working uten- 
sils and two days’ rations. Next morning send forward an 
officer to Col. Spear, and ask him to designate a camping ground 
near Williamsburg. 

Benj. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Commdg. 
From General Butler 

Foet Mokhob, Va., 2 Febry. 1864 

Brig. Gen’l C. A. Heckman, Portsmouth, Va. 

Can you not make it 350? How soon can you have them 
at Portsmouth ready to embark, with picked horses, taking 
from those who have gone home? 

B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Commdg. 

From General Butler 

CiPHEE. Foet Mojjboe, Va., 2 Felry. 1864 

Brig, Gen. Wistar, Comdg. Yorktown 
How is the water at Bottom’s Bridge? Have you heard, 
or any other information? Send by boat. Why can’t the 
5th Penn, come by water to Yorktown at the moment wanted? 

Benj. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Commdg. 
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From General I. J. Wisiar 

Teixgram. Yobktown, Feh. id, 1864., 11 p.m. 

Major Gen. B. F. Botlee. 

General: Enough of Bottom’s Bridge remains for one 
wagon to pass at a time. Market carts cross it daily. One- 
half (longitudinally) is iatenrupted by the removal of alternate 
planks. 

There is a good ford about fifty (50) yards below the bridge 
at low stages of the stream. I cannot get direct mformation 
of its present condition, but think it must be practicable. I 
can get no late information of Long Bridge 7 miles below or 
should prefer it, as presenting less danger through the tele- 
graphic communication by York River R. R. To cross at the 
“James” or “Forge” bridge would be a longer route, and 
would give sufficient alarm to Chapin’s farm, via Charles City 
C. H. where they are now doubtless wide-awake. 

I have a man who will undertake to cut the telegraph 
between Meadow Station and Richmond at one o’clk. a.m. on 
any given mommg, with 36 hours’ start. He belongs to 11th 
Pa. Cav., & is a Virgioian enlisted in Gloucester Co. Col. 
Spear says “trust him.” When I open the matter fully to him 
I will promise him $250 if successful. I shall send 200 Infan- 
try, imder Lt. Col. Perry, 139 N. Y., with 12 hours’ start, to go 
through the woods and get in rear of the New Kent Picket, 
which I am in strong hopes of accomplishing. I shall then 
take twenty picked infantry of same party up, behind as many 
cavalry men, and endeavor to do the same at Baltimore 
roads, but have not much hope of success there. 

If it fads, there is nothing for it but a rush on Bottom’s 
Bridge, where there is a picket of about 20 men, occupying a 
log house at the further end of the bridge on the left hand side, 
and 200 or 300 more on the hill about a mile beyond, when we 
must either smrprise or race with the telegraph, if the plan for 
cutting it fails. 

From the moment of our appearance at the bridge (suppos- 
ing we stop the picket at the Baltimore roads) I estimate it 
will require the enemy to get to Meadow station, wake up the 
operators at both ends of the line, commurdcate the message, 
signal it by lanterns to Battery No. 2, and get its garrisons 
in fighting condition, &c., &c., Ij hours. We ought to be there 
by that time, distance eleven miles. 

If we fail to do that, we must dash by or around the battery 
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in two or tliree columns. They only have (9) nine guns there 
in the three batteries, & I think the shooting of the Richmond 
Battalion at 6 a.m. will be bad if they try to fire on all at once. 

If the only additional cavalry you can send will be the 5th 
Pa., they might as well come by water to Yorktown as not, 
provided they can all come at once, & I have timely notice. I 
now have 400 Cavalry at Gloucester C. H., after two rebel 
companies near there. 

The exercise will benefit their horses which are good, but I 
should have timely notice in order to concentrate, in readiness 
to go right on upon the arrival of the 5th Pa. If I succeed in 
a timely concentration & start I am not much afraid of any- 
thing except the York River telegraph. Only one thing is 
absolutely certain, & that is that we can’t accomplish anything 
worth while without some risk, and that we can’t do it if we 
don’t try. 

Yours very respectfully, I. J. Wistae, Brig. Genl. 

From General Butler to General Wistar 
Eead/piarlen, DejiaHment Va., & N.C., Poet Mokeob, F<5. Srd, 1864 

Mt Dear General: Yours of this morning’s boat is re- 
ceived. Find more than one man who can cut telegraph wire, 
and offer each a large sum, say $500 for doing it. 

5th Pennsylvania will be with you (350 sabres) to-morrow 
at two o’clock. I have thought of Saturday in my own mind 
for the movement. What say you? 

Palmer writes me that the whole of Pickett’s Division is 
before Newbem. Not quite correct. All but one Brigade is. 

You can converse freely with Haggerty upon this matter if 
you need any other than written communication with me. 

You now have all I can send you. I have sent the 21st 
Conn, to Beaufort to aid Palmer. 

B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Commanding 
From General Butler 

Bead Quars. Dept. Va. and N.C., Fobi Moneob, Feb. Srd, 1864 

Brig. Gen. Palmer, Comd’g Newbeen, N.C. 

General: Your despatch by the hand of Lieut. McVey 
was received at a quarter to one o’clock. He seems to have 
made all diligence to get here. I send to Morehead City the 
21st Conn, by the “Spaulding.” That is the only infantry 
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Regiment which I can spare at the present time. Major 
Bates, Lieut McVey, and Col. Ripley return with her. 

I need not say to you, hold on at any event. If the attack 
turns into a siege, we will be there in the rear to take part 
in it. 

I have notified Admiral Lee, so that he may make such 
Naval dispositions as he sees fit. I will also forward by tele- 
graph the substance of your despatch to the Commanding 
General of the Army. 

The force given as opposed to you is exaggerated. Two 
regiments of each Division of Lee’s Army, Hood’s Brigade of 
Early’s Division, and one Brigade of Pickett’s Division, is 
all that is before you. 

They do not amount to more than eight thousand men, and 
your force, with plenty of provisions and ammunition, would 
seem to be amply sufficient. If fuUy necessary, you might 
concentrate from either Plymouth or Washington all the force 
which could be spared. I have the honor to be 

Very respectfully yours, 

B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 


From H. A. Risley to General Butler 

ComTnercial & Coastime Intercourse with and in States Declared in Insurrection, 

Washington, D.C., Feb. Srd, 1864 

General; I sent Mr. Henry McHay down to the counties 
of Accomac and Northampton to gather some desirable infor- 
mation, and to give instructions to Local Special Agents and 
Traders. I desire to have consultation with you, either in 
person or by letter, in relation to those two Counties. All ibe 
Virginia Coast is under blockade, but there being no foreign 
trade to or from the East shore and no danger of difficulty 
with foreign powers from the domestic trade carried on there, 
it is not believed that these Counties are to come imder Regu- 
lations Vni and XXXn. Suppose you require all merchants 
there to report to you, and get their authority to trade counter- 
signed or approved as provided in your General Order 39. 
They pay the 1% if you require it, on their shipments; some 
practicable mode being adopted, if it can be, to save them the 
expense and delay of a journey to Fort Monroe each shipment? 

Mr. McKay will talk this over with you. I will endeavor 
to see you or write you at greater length about this and the 
sale of captured and abandoned property, at an early day. 
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You will oblige me by giving IVIr. McKay any necessary facility 
in prosecuting his journey. your obedient Sev., 

H. A. Rislet, Sup. Sf. Agent 


From General Butler 

Head Quars. De'pt. Va. and N.C., Foet Mootoe, Feb. 3rd, 1864 

Brig. Gen. Wild, Comd’g Norfolk 
Gexeral: Col. Geo. F. Sawtell of Mass, is hereby appointed 
Superintendent of the labor of prisoners in this District, and 
will employ them in such way upon the streets or public build- 
ings, and for the benefit of the Government, as he may from 
time to time receive directions. He will take charge and care 
of such as he may take from the prisoners for that purpose, 
will have a suitable place prepared for their confinement in 
custody, and feeding, and will be responsible for their safety. 
The Provost Marshal will detail him a suitable guard for that 
purpose, and you are requested to furnish him every facility. 
His requisitions will be forwarded directly to these Head 
Quarters. The several officers who have prisoners in charge 
will furnish Col. Sawtell with the rolls of their prisoners, and 
such as he may direct will be turned over to him. I have the 

honor to be, respectfully, your obt. servt, 

B. F. Btjtler, Maj. Gen. Comd’g. 


From General Butler 

Heed Qmre* Dept Va, and N,C,, Fort Monroe, Feb, Srd^ 1864 

Eis Excellent/ Horatio Seymour, Governor of New York 
Sir: I enclose copies of the various papers received by me 
in relation to John Ryan alias J ames Dixon. I had examined 
his case before I received your note, upon an application, a 
copy of which is enclosed. From respect to yoiu appheation, 
I have had the case re-examined, and am convinced that 
Ryan is not a case which calls for executive clemency. His 
offence is the most aggravated known to military law, — an 
attempt to murder his superior officer. I have the honor to be. 
Very respectfully, Your obt. servt., 

B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comd’g. 



LETTEES OF GEN. BENJAMIN P. BUTLER 365 


From General Butler 

Fobt Moneoe, Va., Srd Fehry, 1864 

P. H. Watsox, Asst Sec. of War 

We desire very much that the requisitions for our cavalry 
should be filled. 

We have been writing and writing to the ordnance office 
for them, but either there or in the transportation office there 
is a hitch. May I ask you to have the matter attended to at 
once? We can get men faster than we can get arms. 

Bexj. F. Butlee, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 

From General Butler 

Cephee. Fobt Moxeoe, Va., Fdrry . (3), 1864 

Maj. Gen. Haeleck (Operator send same message to Secretary 
of War) 

Despatch from Gen’l. Palmer, rec’d at 1 to-day, says his 
outposts are attacked and driven in by a force which he thinks 
to be 15,000 men. I suppose it to be 8,000, two regiments 
from each Division of Lee’s army having been sent down to 
N. Carolina. I got the information reliable yesterday. I have 
sent a regt. to reinforce Col. Jourdan at Morehead City. 
Now is the time if ever for Gen. Meade to move. The roads 
are practicable. That will relieve N. Carolina at once, and 
leave a movement for me of which I spoke to you. 

From General Butler 

Eeadguarters Eighteenth Army Corps, Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina, 

Foeteess Moneoe, February B, 1864 

Major Gen. H. W. Halleck, General-in-Chief 
Sir: I send you inclosed a copy of a report received from 
Brigadier-General Palmer at 1 o’clock to-day, and also a report 
formerly received, having already sent you by telegraph the 
substance of the report to-day. 

I have sent forward the Twenty-first Connecticut — about 
400 men — to the aid of General Palmer, which is the only 
infantry regiment I can spare. General Meade could relieve 
General Palmer at once by making a movement. I can move 
with' 6,000 men, to-wit, 2,000 sabers and 4,000 infantry, with 
two batteries of artillery, at any moment, from WilHamsburg 
in the direction I indicated to you in conversation. The roads 
are practicable. There are no troops in Bichmond save the 
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City Battalion. Pickett’s division has but one brigade in 
Petersburg. I do not believe that Lee has 20,000 men in front 
of Meade, because it is thoroughly understood that Meade is 
in winter quarters. Why can’t Meade move on Friday.^ They 
are fortifying the road that runs from Richmond in the direc- 
tion of Danville. They began on Monday with 5,000 negroes, 
which they have impressed under their new law of Congress. 
Please advdse me upon all these points, and whether I can get 
any aid for North Carolina in case the attack turns out a 
siege. I am certain that two regiments from each division of 
Lee’s army have gone south over the Petersburg road, besides 
all of Pickett’s division except one brigade at Petersburg. 

I have the honor to be. 

Very respeci^ully, your obedient servant, 

Benj. F. Butler, Major-General Commanding 

Official Records, Series I, VoL 33, Page 506. 


From General Butler 

Foet Monboe, Va., 3 FAry. 1864 

Eon. Secretary of War 

I RTTAT.T, be ready to move on Saturday. Can Meade move 

B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 


From the Secretary of War 

War Department, February S, 1864, i.30 p.m. 

Major-General Butler, Fort Monroe 
General Meade is at Philadelphia, sick. Your telegram 
has been referred to the General-in-Chief for answer as to 
whether the army can move. 

Edwin M. Stanton, Secretary of War 

Official Records, Series I, Yol. S3, Page 506. 


From General Butler 

Fobt Moheoe, Va. Sri Febry., 1864 

Brig. Gen. I. J. Wistar, Comdg. at Yorktown 
Gen. Palmer writes me that Newbern was attacked again 
by a force of 15000 men on Monday morning at 8 o’clock. 

Benj. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Commdg. 
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From General Butler 

Fokt Moseoe, Va., drd Febty., 1864 

Maj. Gen. Peck, Syeaccse, X. Y. 

Newbeen has been attacked. Perhaps that will shorten 
your leave of absence. 

Benj. F. Butlee, Maj. Gen. Commdg. 


From General Butler 

Foet Mo^’EOE, Va., S Febry.^ 1864 

Col . Dutton 

You will get ready to embark the infantry force under your 
command upon the arrival of the “Spaulding,” which will 
be in the course of the afternoon. Take ten days’ rations. 

Benj. F. Butlee, Maj. Gen. Commdg. 


From General Butler 

Fost Moneoe, Va., 3 1864 

Admiral Lee, Flag Ship “Minnesota,” off Newpoet News 
I HAVE further information that one of your gunboats, the 
“Hull,” is aground — another one is under repairs. Perhaps 
you would like to send some aid to the boats in the Sound. 

Benj. F. Butlee, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 

From General Butler 

Fobt Moneoe, Va., Srd Fehry,, 1864 

Brig. Gen’l. Geaham, Noeeolk 
What time to-morrow will the “Brewster” be ready? 

Benj. F. Butlee, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 


From General Butler 

Cipheb. Fobt Monboe, Va., S F^., 1864 

Brig. Gen. Wistae, Commdg. at Yoektown 
I THINK Saturday. Haggerty has gone to you with a letter. 
I guess we shall be able to raise the siege of Newbern here. 

B. F. Butlee, Maj. Gen. Commdg. 
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From General 1. J. Wistar to General Butler 

Yoektowx, Feh. 3, 1864 

Your note of this morning by Major Haggerty 

is received. 

In saying Friday in my telegram I mean to concentrate on 
that evening at the lines — to march there on Saturday at 
10 A.ii., and strike the blow at R. on Sunday morning at 6 a.m. 

If Gen. Meade cooperates he should be moving at this mo- 
ment. If he has no accumulation of supplies at his front, and he 
probably has not, it will take him some time to make an ear- 
nest movement, and a detected & understood feint is worse 
than nothing. 

I have, however, made my calculations without expecting 
an 5 i;hing from him, and whatever he may do will be a gain. 
About 6,000 men went South through Richmond at the end of 
week before last, and on last Monday week 2,000 others, coming 
from the South, passed through R. to replace them. Those 
6,000 men, with what have been drawn from the Appomattox 
line and the Blackwater, & possibly a few previously in obser- 
vation in front of Newbern, are, I suspect, about what is in 
front of Gen’l Palmer. 

One Brigade at least of Pickett’s is at Chapin’s farm, & part 
or the whole of another is at Richmond & Hanover Junction. 
His artillery is at Chapin’s & Richmond, & perhaps Petersburg. 
I know of some at both the two first-named places. 

It is a great risk to send men to cut the telegraph, lest if 
taken they should confess in their ignorance, under the sup- 
position that it would exonerate them from the character of 
“spies.” If they did, the enemy could draw but one inference. 

I think, however, I could find two to send imknown to each 
other. They will start to-morrow night. 

How are we to know whether they cut it properly or not ? 
Of course they will say so. I mean in reference to the payment 
of reward, for I shall act as though I knew the telegraph to 
be unharmed. 

My Surgeon-in-Chief has telegraphed for (20) twenty new 
stretchers, which I hope will come on tomorrow’s boat (Thurs- 
day). lam. Very Resfy, Gen’l, 

Your obt. s’vt., 

I. J. WiSTAB, Brig. Genl. 
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From General Butler 

Foet Monboe, Va., February S, 1864, 6 p.m. 

Major-General Sedgwick, Comdg. Army of the Potomac 
I AM directed by General Halleck to telegraph you directly 
in regard to possible codperation in a movement which I 
desire to make. Some 8,000 of Lee’s army have gone into 
North Carolina, or perhaps more, and are now attacking 
Newbem. Can you make a forward movement which will 
draw Lee’s troops from Richmond to your front.?* Can that 
be done as early as Saturday? Telegraph to what extent you 

can mo\e. g p Major-General 

Official Kecords, Series I, Vol. 33, page 502. 

From General Butler 

Fort Monroe, Va., February 4dh, 1864 

Major-General Halleck, General-in-Chief 
Despatches from Brigadier-General Palmer, at Newbem, 
dated 2d February, at 5.15 p.m. The post of Newport, between 
Newbem and Beaufort, is expected to fall. Colonel Jourdan 
still holds Morehead City, but may have to evacuate and go 
to Fort Macon. The naval gunboat “Underwriter” has been 
surprised by the enemy and blown up near Newbem. The 
railroad is probably cut off between Newbem and Beaufort. 
The river is still open. Palmer has 3,500 men imder his 
command. They have provisions for 6,000 for ninety days. 
I will endeavor to reinforce Newbem by a company of heavy 
artillery, which is the arm they will need. I telegraphed Major- 
General Sedgwick as you desired, but have received no answer. 
I still think the enemy’s force is not more than 8,000. May 
not the movement I suggested when I saw you be the best 
way to relieve Newbem? I await instructions. 

B. F. Butlek, Major-General 

Official Records, Series I, Vol. 83, page 511. 


From General John Sedgwick 

Headquarters Army of ike Potomaop February Mh, 1864 

Major-General Butler, Commanding, Fort Monroe 
Your despatch of last evening is received. The only troops 
sent from Lee’s army on the Rapidan to North Carolina are 
two brigades of infantry and one or two regiments of cavalry, 

VOL. ra— 24 
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numbering in all between 3,000 and 4,000 men. No portion 
of Lee’s army is in Riclimond, unless some of the troops men- 
tioned above have been stopped there. The information upon 
this head is exact and positive. Two brigades of Pickett’s 
division have been sent recently from James River or the 
vicinity of Richmond to North Carolina. Lee’s army is in 
my front, on the Rapidan, the advance corps of the two armies 
being from three to four hours’ march apart. The condition 
of the roads and the present state of the weather render an 
attempt at a flank movement impossible. The Rapidan in 
my front is so strongly intrenched that a demonstration upon 
it would not disturb Lee’s army. 

John Sedgwick, Major-General, Commanding 

Official Records, Series I, Vol. 33, page 512. 


From General Butler 

Fort Monroe, February 4, 1864 

Major-General Sedgwick, Commanding Army of the Potomac 
Despatch received. 

B. F. Btttler, Major-General, Commanding 

Official Records, Series I, Vol. 33, page 513. 


From General Butler 

Office of Commdr. of Exchange, Fort Monroe, Feb, ith, 1864 

Rore. Robert Otjld, Agent for Exchange, 

Richmond, Va. 

Sir: I have the honor to call your attention to the case of 
Thomas Hill, a citizen of the United States. He was living 
in West Union, Doddr’ge Co., West Va., and was captured 
April 30th, 1863, while building bridges for Government use 
by order of General Roberts: he has been offered frequent 
paroles of Richmond by the Confederate Authorities, but has 
refused them: he will accept no protection but that of the 
U. S. Government: he is now liable to conscription by the 
Confederate Government, and is not a subject for Exchange. 

This Government is willing to exchange a Confederate 
citizen for him; if you should not accept of these terms, why 
should we not imprison a Confederate citizen as hostage for 
him? I have the honor to be. 

Very resfectfvlly, yr. ohdt. sent., B. F. Butler, 

Major General Commdg. & Commr. of Exchange 
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From General Butler 

Ee<3dquartm^ Department of Va,, and N,0,, Foet Moseoe, Feb, 4, 1864 

M. S. Isaacs 

Sm: Your letter in regard to the report of Gen. Graham^ s 
expedition, in whicli it was said that five Jews were captured, 
trying to run the blockade, inquiring of me why I have speci- 
fied the religion of these contraband traders, and commenting 
upon the act as if I wished to make invidious religious dis- 
tinctions, is received. 

The manner in which the phrase got itself into the tele- 
graph reports was very simple. The report of the retmm of 
the expedition was made to me, and as it was made I dictated 
portions of it to the telegraph, using the words of the Report, 
so that it was in fact done without thought on my part, and 
only in the course of business, as I should have mentioned any 
other fact reported to me by my subordinate when reporting 
to my superior. 

But since my attention has been drawn to it by your com- 
ments, and others of the press, I really do not see any reason 
for changing the phrase. It was meant when used to designate 
nationality, although not religion, — as one would say five 
Irishmen, five Germans, or five Itahans. I have always con- 
sidered the Jews a nationality, although possessing no country. 
The closeness with which they cling together, the aid which 
they afford each other on all proper and sometimes improper 
occasions, the fact that nearly all of them pursue substantially 
the same employment so far as I have known them — that of 
traders, merchants, and bankers, the very general obedience 
to the prohibition against marriage with Gentiles, their faith 
which looks forward to the time when they are to be gathered 
together in the former land of their nation, all serve to show a 
closeness of kindred and nation among the Hebrews, and a 
greater homogeneity than belongs to any other nation, although 
its people live in closer proximity. So that while I disclaim 
all intention of any reflection upon their national religion, 
which was the foundation and typical of that of the Christian 
world, and holding to the doctrines of Christianity with rever- 
ence for the Savior, no one can stigmatize all Jews, yet one 
may be reasonably permitted, in speaking of that nation, to 
suppose there may be in all the Jews of the South, two of 
whom certainly are in the Confederate Cabinet, at least five 
who might attempt to carry on a contraband trade. 
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Because it may be reverently remembered that when tbe 
Savior aided by omniscience undertook to choose twelve con- 
fidential friends from among that nation, he got one that was 
a “thief and had a devil.” I have the honor to be, 

Very respectfully, yours. 
Major General Butler, U.S.A. 

From General Butler 

Ed . Qrs . Dept . Va . and N . C ., Foeteess Moneoe, Feh . 1864 
Hon. S. P. Chase, Secretary of Treasury 

I see a report in the newspapers that you are about to 
declare Newbern a free port. That can only be done by allow- 
ing free entrance into Hatteras Inlet, and when a vessel is once 
inside it has two hundred miles of inland navigation, bordered 
by the enemy’s shores, from which to choose a point to land 
its goods for smuggling purposes. 

To blockade that inland navigation effectually would take 
more vessels than the blockade at Wilmington. 

Newbern is now besieged by the enemy. Having charge of 
its military defence, I must respectfully protest against such 
a declaration. As no vessels drawing more than eight feet of 
water can go over the swash at Hatteras, such declaration 
would be mocking so far as foreign trade is concerned. 

Every man now who loves the Union better than smuggling 
gets a permit to trade, and have a Rail Road from Beaufort 
to bring his goods to Newbern. I have the honor to be. 

Very respedfully your obt. servt, 

B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comd'g. 

From General Butler 

Foet Moneoe, Va., 4 Febry . 1864 

Hon. G. V. Fox, Asst. Secretary of the Navy, 

Washington, D.C. 

Your telegram received. Glad to see you on Saturday. 
The rebels are besieging Newbern. Have captured and blown 
up the gunboat “Underwriter.” She was surprised. Flusser 
with the rest of the fleet was going to the relief of Newbern, 
and was at the mouth of the Neuse River last night. 

Benj. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 
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From General Sutler 


Brig. Gen. Ghaham 
Come on here. 


Fobt Moneoe, Va., 4 Febry , 1864 


Bexj. F. Betlek, Maj. Gen. Com. 


From General Butler 

Fost Mokboe, Va., 4 Fehry , 1864 

Brig. Gen. Graham, Norfolk, Va. 

Put all provisions on the “Brewster” she can carry. Mate 
all despatch in getting her ready. 

Bexj. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Com. 

From General Butler 

Foet Moneoe, Va., 4 1864 

Col. JoxES Feaxkle, Comdg. at Fort Norfolk 
Which is your ablest and best company? How many men? 
How soon can they be ready to embark? 

Benj. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Com. 

From General Butler 

Mead Qnartere Dept, of Va. & N.C., Foet Moneoe, Va., Fely. 1864 

Brig. Genl. Wistar, Commdg. Expeditionary Division, 
Yorktown, Va. 

Mt Dear Wistar: So far as I can see, everything is done 
that can be done within our means for the move on Richmond. 
Therefore we are to go forward to endeavor to do the services 
proposed; 1st, to relieve our prisoners who must otherwise, it 
seems to me, of necessity be starved. Lee is already asking 
his soldiers to live on half rations, can he give more to our 
soldier prisoners? 

2nd. To destroy the public buildings, arsenals, Tredegar 
Iron works, depots, railroad equipage and commissary stocks 
of the Rebels, and thus cripple their resources. 

Srd. To capture some of the leaders of the rebeUiopj so 
that at least we can have means to meet their constant threats 
of retaliation and hanging of our men white and black. If 
any of the more prominent can be brought off, I believe a 
blow will be given to the rebellion from which it will never 
recover. 

There is one point and one only upon which I have not 
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consulted with you fully as I could wish, and that is why I 
have marked this private, because of its delicacy. If you live, 
I have every confidence that all wiU be done that can be done 
for the success of your expedition, all that coinage, coolness, 
comprehension, and skill can do, but if misfortune meet you, 
what then.’ Have you subordinates that can fully take your 
place? Have they been so fully instructed in our plans as to 
escape confusion? Should not at least three officers of every 
separate detachment be instructed in the objects and aims of 
that force, with orders to carry them out in the event of one 
falling or two? 

Do you desire me to send you anybody as second in com- 
mand — in case you are disabled by shell explosion or acci- 
dent? If so, name him. To you shall be the honor of the 
execution of the enterprise in any event. Trust me with the 
utmost confidence in the matter, and I will give you whatever 
I can that you desire. 

Finally, may God preserve you in an undertaking which 
promises so much for the cause of the country if successful. 

We can have no aid or cooperation. I have telegraphed to 
General Halleck to order Meade’s Army to make at least a 
feint, and have rec’d in reply a request that I would “tele- 
graph myself to General Sedgwick for cociperation,” but I am 
not commanding General of the Army, and Sedgwdck will not 
obey me. I have telegraphed to Sedgwick, however, asking 
him, as Newbern is besieged, if he can give me aid and relief 
by a threatening demonstration on Richmond, and if that can 
be done Saturday, but have received no reply. “Another man 
from England” might diminish the daring of the achievement, 
and therefore our plan may not be indispensable to success. 

Your idea to march on Saturday is the correct one. If this 
weather holds, we must not lose it; you will be in time exactly. 
The barometer now promises fair, dry weather, the colder the 
better. Success attend you is the earnest prayer of yours 

Very truly, 

Benj. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 


From General I. J. Wistar to General Butler 

Yorktown, Vihginu, FAy . Uh , 1864 

General: Accept my grateful and sincere thanks for your 
letter of today, just received by despatch boat, and for all 
your manifold kindness and consideration ever since I happily 
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came a second time under your command. A thousand false 
impressions have been removed from my mind, and it shall 
be a business of my life to assist friends in doing what you will 
not — except by the slow testimony of actions and services 
— do for yomself, "viz. remove similar ones from the minds of 
others. 

Respecting a suitable second in command, the matter is 
too important to be left to me. You should and will decide. 
I will only remark in that connection that Col. West and Col. 
Duncan command my two infantry brigades, and I have every 
confidence in both. To-morrow night I shall go with them, 
map in hand at Williamsburg, over every detail and every 
contingency. 

Col. Spear is thoroughly instructed and cross examined by 
me already. On Saturday morning I shall call the Cavalry 
Colonels and Cavalry Officers of the striking detachment, and 
go over everything. I have some guides, and have despatched 
two men unknown to each other tonight to cut the wire between 
Meadow Station and Richmond on Saturday night, between 
dark and midnight. Lt. Col. Perry, of 139th N. Y., with 200 
Infantry, starts at 10 p.m:. Friday evening, with a good guide 
to get in rear of the New Kent picket at (9) p.m. Saturday even- 
ing. At 2 same night we make the attempt to surprise 
Bottom’s Bridge, with the hope of striking Richmond at 5 
A.M. following. If the principal cavalry officers are brave, the 
thing must succeed. 

I believe I dare not leave the supporting force in position at 
Bottom’s Bridge unless the circumstances of the moment 
justify my accompanying the Cavahy from there. Such is 
not my present intention. 

I have weighed it well. In the confusion of the moment, 
even if I were present, we should have to depend on previously 
instructed detachment commanders, while if an accident hap- 
pens to the infantry and I not there to remedy it. Fortress 
Monroe and its dependencies are left entirely uncovered and 
without troops. 

I ought now to inform you of the provision left to local 
defence. 

1st. 150 effectives of 16 N. Y. 26 Arty, and one battery of 
field Artillery (two-thirds manned) and five heavy guns in 
the new citadel (unfinished) at Gloucester Point, a strong 
place. 

Snd. 100 of same with 50 provost guard and one-half of a 
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four gun light battery (half manned) at Yorktown, with say 
200 convalescents and sick, besides teamsters, &c., Capt. 
Brooks, Provost Marshal, a good oflScer in command. 

3rd. 550 effective of X. Y. Arty., with one section of first-rate 
light Artillery and eight guns in position at Fort Magruder (a 
strong place) and its line of redoubts, besides some sick and dis- 
mounted Cavalry, and one or two good officers acquainted 
with the field and sweep of the guns. Fort Magruder contains 
good water and some accumulation of rations and ammimition, 
not much of the latter — enough I think. 

They should hold out for some days against any moderate 
force with light guns, and it will take a good while for them to 
bring down any other kind. 

If I and my troops meet with an accident, there should be 
a good officer sent there until you can reinforce. I really have 
no misgivings whatever, but regard such as a most remote 
possibility. 

I hope and verily believe that I have forgotten nothing, 
and that every possible contingency has received consideration. 
Accidents may mar anything. We may stumble in Richmond 
on 10,000 men going to or returning from Newbem, but we have 
a fair right to expect as many accidents for us as against us. 

One last request. If you hear favorably from me, will you 
quiet the anxiety of my wife by a telegraphic line to care of 
Robert Toland, 1213 Spruce Street, Philadelphia. 

With renewed and heartfelt thanks for your imiform kind- 
ness, and not the least of them, — this opportunity given me, 
— permit me to call myself your 

Attached friend, I. J, Wistab 

P.S. On Sunday morning at 5 o’clock pray for our country 
and for me. I. J. W. 


From General H. W. HaUeck 

Washington^ February 5ih, 1864, 9,S0 a.m. 

Major-General Butlee, Fobt Moneoe, Va. 

Geneeal Sedgwick is very positive that only 3,000 or 4,000 
men have been detached from Lee’s army. You will adopt 
such measures in regard to North Carolina as you may deem 
best, calling on the admiral for such naval assistance as you 

may require. ^ Halleck, General-in-Chief 

Official Becords, Series I, VoL 36, page 518. 
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From General Butler 

SeCTetCLTy of War Fort Monroe, February 5, 1864 

Despatch received from Xewbem, dated February 3. Tbe 
enemy have retired on Kinston. Xewbem is relieved. 

Benj. F. Butlee, Major-General, Commanding 

Offidal Records, Series I, Vol. S3, page 518. 


From General Butler 


Head Quarters De-pt. oj Va. & N, Car., Fort Monroe, Va., 5, 1864 


Maj. I. E. MxjLFOKD, Asst. Commissioner of Exchange 

Majoe: You will proceed with Flag of Truce to City 
Point, turn over the prisoners and letters to the Confeder- 
ate commissioner, inform him that I have waited as long as 
self-respect will permit without an answer, and that commu- 
nications must cease at this point unless I am answered that 
it can be carried on consistently with the honor of my 
Government. 

Y^ou can also say to him that all the letters to Gen. Hitch- 
cock are kept by me unanswered. That I am willing to have 
a full and frank interchange of opinions and views upon the 
subject of exchange, and will meet him for that purpose. I 
have authority to deal with the whole matter, and if there is 
any fault in tbe present cartel it should be amended. From 
this out we shall deal with their men, onr prisoners, as they 
deal with ours. I am ready to treat, but not a blanket more 
than onr men have will their men get, if we stop. Inability 
to get them will not be an excuse. In other words, say respect- 
fully but firmly that we will either treat as becomes civilized 
men or administer the law of outlawry. Upon their heads be 
it. I have waited long enough. Of course you will say all this 
unofficially, and not in a spirit of xmkindness or threat, but 
simply as a determination to which we must come and which 


we deplore. 


Respectfully, Benj. F. Btjtlbe 


From General BvUer 

Fort Monroe, Va., 5 February, 1864 

H. A. Rislet, Special Agent, Treasury Dept., 

Washington, D.C. 

It is absolutely necessary I should see you about matters 
of trade on the Eastern Shore and other matters. 
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Take the boat and come here prepared to spend Sxmday with 
me. Present this upon the boat as your order of transportation. 

Benj. F. Bctlee, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 

From General Butler 

Fort Monroe, Va., 5 Fehry., 1864 

W. H. Smith, Baltimore 

Better to see the Asst. Secretary of War, Dana. He has 
ordered iVIiles to stop. 

Benj. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 

From General Butler 

Fort Monroe, Va-, 5 Fehry., 1864 
Provost Marshal Messinger, at Portsmouth, Va. 

Why is the Bank Commission interfered with in their duty, 
and by whose order is that folly committed? 

Benj. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 


From General Butler 

Fort Monroe, Va., 5 Fehry., 1864 
Caft. Messinger, Provost Marshal, Portsmouth 
Your explanation about the banks is satisfactory. 

Benj. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 


From General Butler 


Fort Monroe, Va., 5 Fehry., 1864 


Brig. Gen. Wistar, Comdg. at Yorktown 


Please destroy the paper of information which you will 
receive by the boat, after you have read it. There are names 
in it that ought not to be risked by accident. I have a copy 


if needed. 


B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 


From General Butler 

Fobi Mouboe, Va., 5 Febry., 1864 

Col. Frankle, Comdg. at Norfolk 
Forty ( 40 ) rounds of ammunition. Your orders sent 
through Gen. Wild this night mad. 

Benj. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Commdg. 
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From General BuUer 

Fort Moneoe, Va., 5 Fehry,, 18^ 

Comdg. Officer, Poet Norfolk, Va. 

You will embark Co. G. of your command on board the 
“Foster” immediately upon her arrival. 

See that they have at least six daj’^s’ provisions. They will 
report to Gen. Palmer at Newbem, N. C. 

Benj. P. Butler, Maj. Gen. Commdg. 

From, General Butler 

Fort Monhoe, Va., 5 Fehry., 1864 

Comdg. Officer at Fort Norfolk 
Get two companies ready. 

Benj, F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 

From General Butler 

Foet Monhoe, Va., 5 Fehry,, 1864 

Brig. Gen. Wistae, Williambsurg 
TTa ve you received telegraphic despatch sent to you this 
afternoon to Yorktown.?* Please answer. 

Benj. F, Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 

From General Butler 

Foht Moneob, Va., 5 Fehry., 1864 

Major T. M. Vincent, A.A.G., Washington 
Since last report and up to Monday last one hundred and 
sixty-one men have reenlisted. 

Benj. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 

From H. Haraszthy to General BuUer 

New York, Metropolitan Hotel, Feb, hih, 1864 

Dear Sir: You will pardon the liberty I take in address- 
ing you, being a total stranger; but I consider it my duty to 
draw your attention to the dangerous consequences which may 
attend your brother. Col. Butler’s, exposure to this change- 
able climate. His health is not improving, and I fear that if 
he remains here it may cost him his life. 

When I arrived from California, and found him failing, I 
tried to persuade him to leave at once for a milder climate, 
— Cuba, or some other island. My persuasion was of no avail. 
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The Colonel, not thinking that he is so ill, believes that a few 
days will make it all right. I have no confidence in his phy- 
sician, — he pretends to cure him with homeopathy. I believe 
the Colonel’s life can only be saved, for some time at least, by 
his immediately going into a milder climate. I intended to 
see his physician, but was told by JVIr. Richardson and Capt. 
Allen that he will not give an answer to any of them, even 
insults them, asking them what right they have to question, 
they not being relatives. None of the above named gentlemen 
could induce the Colonel to leave for a milder climate, — so I 
believe the only remedy is to write to you. He will listen to 
you, and take your advice. Mrs. Butler is too distant to 
arrive in time to influence him, even if we telegraphed her 
at once. I take a sincere interest m Col. Butler’s welfare; he 
is an old friend, a neighbor, and it was at my suggestion that 
he settled in Sonoma. Our families are on the most intimate 
footing. I would consider it a neglect of duty as a friend not 
to do all in my power to serve him, and his family. Being a 
stranger to you, I may here state that I can have no object 
but pure friendship to inform you of the situation of your 
brother, I am a Californian, and am sent here as a delegate 
to Congress from the Vine Growers of California, to see that 
the internal revenue tax on wine is modified by Congress, 
that this enterprise be not crushed in its commencement. 
Holding the largest vineyard in California, I readily undertook 
this long voyage. Finding the Colonel worse on my return 
from Washington, I have determined to write to you. Of 
course, the Colonel is unaware of this. I would suggest to 
you to write to his physician, demanding a straight answer. 
As his brother, you have a right to know what is his opinion. 
He is Dr. Gray (I do not know his Christian name). No. 18 
East 20th Street, New York 

Very respectfully, Your obit. Servant, 

A. Haeasztht. 


From General Butler 

Head Quarters Be'gt. of Virginia <& N. Car., Fort Monbojb, Va.., 

February 5th, 1864 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War 
I SEND enclosed for your perusal the information I have 
acquired of the eneihies’ forces and dispositions about Rich- 
mond. The letter commencing “dear Sir” on the first page is 
a cypher letter to me from a lady in Richmond with whom I 
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am in correspondence. The bearer of the letter brought me 

a private token showing that he was to be trusted. 

There are not now in Lee’s army or about Richmond thirty 

thousand men. I can get no co-operation from Sedgwick. 

Forty thousand men on the South side of the James would 

be sufficient for the object of taking and permanently holding 

of Richmond. The roads have been good up to to-day. You 

will see that the prisoners are to be sent away to Georgia. 

Now is the time to strike. On Sunday I shall make a dash with 

six thousand men, all I have that can possibly be spared. If 

we win, I will pay the cost; if we fail, it wiU be at least an 

attempt to do our duty and rescue our friends. 

Newbem is relieved, and I believe permanently. I have 

marked this “private and immediate” so that it shall at once 

come into your hands. r> ^ n xr i j- ^ o t 

Uespedjuliy, l our obedunt bvt. 

P.S. Since writing the above, Sedgwick telegraphed me as 
follows 

'Head Quarters Army of PotamoG £ p.m. Fehy. 5, 1864 

Maj. Genl. B. F. Butler, Comdg. 

A DESPATCH from the General-in-Chief directs such direct 
co-operation with you as I can give. I will be ready to do so 
on Sunday the seventh (7th) inst. by vigorous demonstration 
in my front, unless the weather should render it impossible. 

J. Sedgwick, Maj. Genl. 

I have answered as follows, 

Head Qrs. Foki Mootoe, Feby. SA, 1864 
Maj. Gent. J. Sedgwick, Comdg. Head Qrs. Army of the Poiomaa 

Can you not make it to-morrow without regard to weather? I hope to strike 
the point Sunday morning at six (6) o’clock. 

B. F. Butler Maj. Gen. Comdg. 

So we may get some co-operation. All phe better — we will 

do our duty. 3 j, 

Enclosures referred to in Foregoing Letter 

Jany. 26, 1864 [Not in chronological order] 

Dear Sir: It is intended to remove to Georgia very soon 
all the Federal prisoners. Butcher’s and Baker’s to go at once. 
They are already notified and selected. Quaker ^ knows this 


^ A good Union man whom I know. B. F. B. 
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is true. Are building batteries on the Danville Road. This 
from Quaker. 

Beware of new and rash council. Beware! This I send you 
by direction of all your friends. 

No attempt should be made with less than thirty thousand 
Cavalry — from ten to fifteen thousand infantry to support 
them, amounting in all to forty or forty-five thousand troops. 

Do not underrate their strength and desperation. Forces 
could probably be called into action in from five to ten days, 
twenty-five thousand, mostly artillery. Hoke’s and Kemper’s 
Brigade gone to North Carolina. Pickett’s in or about 
Petersburg. 

Three regiments of Cavalry disbanded by Gen. Lee for want 
of horses. Morgan is applying for a thousand choice men for 
a raid. 

f «6. m, 1864 

Gen. Well my boy, where did you get that letter from.? 

Miss Van lieu gave it to me. I stayed with MHss Van Lieu 
for a week before I came away. Miss Lizzie said she wanted 
to send you a letter, and I said I would bring it. Miss Lizzie 
said you would take care of me. I left there last Saturday 
night. Miss Lizzie told me what to tell you. 

Gen. Well, what did she tell you to say? You need have no 
fear here. 

She told me to tell you of the situation of the Army. Mr. 
Pahner got all the information he could for you. Lee has got 
about twenty-five thousand men, there are about fifteen 
thousand men at Petersburg. The City Battalion and two 
companies, Maryland companies, are at Richmond — and 
about eighteen hundred or two thousand at Chapin’s and 
Drury’s Bluff. 

Mr. Palmer said there were two Brigades gone to North 
Carolina about a week before I left. He found out though, 
just before I came away, that one of them had stopped at 
Petersburg. The two Brigades that went were Hoke’s and 
Kemper’s. He thought that what available force could be 
got into Richmond in four or five days was from twenty-five 
to thirty thousand men. He said to say to you that Richmond 
could be taken easier now than at any time since the war 
began. He thought that it would take about ten thousand 
infantry. 

Gen. Miss Van Lieu says something in her letter about 
Quaker? 
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There is a man there goes by the name of Quaker. That is 
not his name, but he says he does not wish anyone to know his 
name — he does not wish to be known by any other name. 

They are sending off the Federal prisoners to Georgia. Mr. 
Palmer said he had understood that Lee was there in Rich- 
mond, in secret session there but he said that was not reliable. 

Lee has about twenty-five thousand available men. Miss 
Van Lieu said not to undervalue Lee’s force. Quaker said his 
plan to take Richmond would be to make a feint on Peters- 
burg. Let Meade engage Lee on the Rappahannock — send 
two or three hundred men — and land them at the White 
House on the other side of Richmond, so as to attract atten- 
tion — then have ten thousand Cavalry to go up in the even- 
ing and then rush into Richmond the next morning. 

Gen. — How did you get through? 

Air. Holmes got a man to bring me — to guide me — he 
paid him one thousand dollars in Confederate money — and 
he brought me to the Chickahominy and left me there. He 
fooled me — I came across the river — I got a boat. 

I don’t think there are any men on the Chickahominy — 
or only a few Cavalry. There are none nearer than Lee’s 
Ajmy. At Chapin’s Farm there is about a Regiment. He told 
me to tell you that Drury’s Bluff is the strongest point — he 
said you must come around Richmond on the other side. 

Moi^an is applying for a thousand men. The papers say 
he is going to make a raid into Kentucky. I don’t believe that, 
though, for if he was the papers would not say so. 

Miss Van Lieu said that all the women ought to be kept 
from passing from Baltimore to Richmond. She said they did 
a great deal of harm. She also said that there was a Mrs. 
Graves who carried a mail through to Portsmouth. She hoped 
you would catch her. The last time she brought a mail into 
Portsmouth she came in a wagon selling corn. 

From General John Sedgwick 

Headquarters Army 0 / the PcfUmac, February 5th, 1864, 9 p.m. 

Major-General Butler, Fort Monroe 

Your despatch received. I will make the demonstration 

to-morrow. John Sedgwick, Major-General 

Qffidal Becords, Series I, Vol. 33, page 521. 
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From General Butler 

Fort Monibok, Va.., 6 Febry., 1864 

Maj. Gen. Johx J. Pece, St Nicholas Hotel, New York 
Newbekx is relieved. 

Bekj. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 

From General John Sedgvnck 

HeadqTiarters Army of ihe Potomac, February Qth, 1864 — 1 p.m. 

Major-General Butler, Fort Monroe 
The movement commenced early this morning. The artil- 
lery opened at 11 a.m. The firing still continues. How are 
matters progressing with you.^ 

John Sedgwick, Major-General, Commanding 

Official Eecords, Series I, VoL 33, page 530. 


From General Butler 

Fort Monroe, Va., February 6ffi, 1864 

Major-General Sedgwick, Commanding Army of the Potomac 
A MOVEMENT commenced this morning at 9 o’clock. Shall 
strike Sunday morning at 5 o’clock. Keep up demonstration 
until after that time. Lee has but 25,000 troops. Perhaps 
it will do to press him on Sunday afternoon in earnest. 

B. F. Butler, Major-General 

Official Records, Series I, Vol. 33, page 530. 


From S. P. Chase to General Butler 

Treasury Department, February 6th, 1864 

General: Your letter of the 4th instant is received, and 

your protest against the opening of the port of Newbern will 

lie com m unicated to the President. 

The idea which has been entertained will doubtless be 

abandoned. ^ n 

Yours respectfully, 

S. P. Chase, Secretary of the Treasury 


From General Butler 

Headquarters, Dept. Va., and N.C., Fort Monroe, Feb. 6th, 1864 

Brig. General G. Marston, Commdg. at Point Lookout, Md. 

General: Put the four books which I gave you into the 
hands of Lieut. Norcross. Have every prisoner, one after the 
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other, sent before him or some other oflScer, and there alone 
have each of the four questions contained therein asked each 
prisoner, and have his name recorded under one or the other. 

I am informed by Lieut. Xorcross that this has not been 
done. Why has it not been done before, according to my letter 
of instructions.^ 

Let there be no naistake — give him or any other oflScer 
whom you may detail with him the four books. Give him an 
orderly, by which he may bring before him every prisoner in 
camp, as fast as he can. Have the Oath administered to each 
one by him that chooses to take it. 

Report to me if this Order is in process of execution exactly 
according to its terms. I have the honor to be. 

Very respy., Yr. obdt. sent., 

B. F. Butler, Maj. General Commanding 

From General Butler 

Headquarters, DepartTnent Fa., and N,C., Foet Moneoe, 6ih, 18d4 

Maj. General John A. Dix, Commanding Dept, of the East 

General: There is a man named J. T. E. McLean con- 
fined here under charge of attempting to defraud the Treasury 
Dept, at Newbern, N. C. The principal and in fact the only 
witness against him is one Levi Faustenhurg, a Russian living 
at 31 East Broadway, New York. He was first summoned by 
letter, and declined to come. The judge advocate of this 
Dept, then applied to the Provost Marshal at New York, 
who replied that he had no power to compel the attendance 
of the witness. If possible I wish you would be good enough 
either to induce or compel him to report here. I have the 
honor to be, General, 

Very respectfully, Yr. obdt. ser., 

B. F. Butler, Major General Commanding 

From General Butler 

Foet Moneoe, Feftr. Qtk, 1864 

Capt. J. T. Butler, Provost Marshal, 18th Diet, 

Schenectady, N. Y. 

My Dear Captain: I have taken an early opportunity to 
answer your inquiries. My grandfather’s name was Zephaniah 
Butler. He was bom in Woodbury, Conn. He had brothers, 
Benjamin and Silas. His father’s name was Malachi. I do 
not know what the names of any of his sisters were, but my 

TOI-. in — 2S 
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oldest aunt, father’s sister, who died at the age of 82, some 
twenty years ago, was named Susannah. It is quite probable 
that my grandfather might have had a sister Susannah, from 
whom the name came. 

As my grandfather left Connecticut somewhere about 1759, 
more than a century ago, and his brother Benjamin with him, 
and settled in Nottingham, and had no communication with 
the Connecticut part of the family since, I am not able to give 
further information. I should be much pleased however, to 
have you trace the connection. 

Truly Yours, Benj. F. Butlee, Maj. Gen. 


From General Butler 

Foet Monkoe, February 7tk, 1864 

Major-General Sedgwick, Commanding Army of the Potomac 
Despatch received. All has gone well with us up to the 
time when movement went beyond line of telegraph. I have 

not heard since. Benj. F. Butlek, Major-General. 

Official Records, Series I, Vol. 33, Page 532* 


From General John Sedgwick 

Headquarters Army of the Potomac, February 7, 1864, noon 

Major-General Butlee, Foet Moneoe, Va. 

The operation is still going on. We have made an attack 
on our extreme right. We lost 200 in killed and wounded 
last evening at Morton’s Ford. 

John Sedgwick, Major-General. 

Official Records, Series I, VoL 33, Page 532. 


From General H. W. Wessell 

PLTMOtriH, N.C., IS M., Feb. Ith, 1864 

Comdg. Officer, Noefolk 

Sm: I have just received information that a formidable 
expedition is preparing near Halifax for the possession of this 
river, which it is supposed will be completed in a few days. 
A heavy force both of Cavalry and Infantry (said to be from 
Lee’s army) is assembling, with flat boats to carry forty or 
fifty men and (me gun. 

I feel no doubt as to the fact, and believe it should be 
promptly met, and with great numbers. They will not make 
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this attempt without an almost certainty, so far as this present 
force is concerned. The gunboats are all at Newbern and 
Washington, except the “Sejunour,” and army boat “Bomb- 
shell,” both small and slightly armed. The demonstration 
on N. Carolina is e'vidently serious. 

Respec^ully, Your dbdt. Servant, 

H. W. Wessell, Brig. Gen. Vols. Comdg. 

Please forward this to Dept. Head Quarters, g 

The absence of gunboats from this place will be known at 
once, and perhaps hasten movements. I am inclined to 
believe that the enemy’s gunboat near Halifax is not ready. 

Headquarters, Noefouc, Feh. 8ih, 1864 

Respectfully forwarded. The contents have already been 
sent by telegraph. ^ 

From General Butler 

Headquarters, Department of Va., and iV.C., Fort Monroe, Feb, 7, 1864 

Rev . John Alden Spooner 

I AM sorry that my message was not delivered as I gave it. 
I was informed that you were sick, and had been sick for 
several months at home. A large number of the sick and 
woimded have been transferred to Point Lookout. I there- 
fore said to Mr. Cross that if you were likely to be sick for any 
length of time it would be better for you to resign your posi- 
tion, because there was a necessity for a chaplain there, and 
that if you were a true servant of yoru- Master, finding your- 
self in the way of the spiritual interest of your parish, you 
would resign, and that I wished him to say to you that if you 
resigned for iU-health, and that afterwards you recovered your 
health, I would endeavor to have you appointed there or some- 
where else. 

This action on your part of course involved no neglect but 
simply a misfortune. I said I wished him to tell you this 
kindly and informally, not oflScially, as he seemed to be a 
friend of yours, because I did not wish there should be any 
oiBBcial communications, that if you, with a reasonable pros- 
pect of not being able to do your duty in the service because 
of ill-health, still continue to hold on to your position, and 
thus deprive your charge of sick and woimded of aU spiritual 
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assistance, such course wuld be sufficient evidence to me that 
you. were not a true servant of your IMaster, and therefore it 
would become my duty to displace you. ^ow, I submit to 
you whether this action of mine was not following out the rule 
laid down by your great teacher “Do as you would be done 
bv”.^ Again, “that the laborer was worthy of his hire.” 
Again, “that the penny was given so that the man that came 
in at the 11th hour,” but he was not sick. Again the com- 
mand, “feed my lambs.” 

Very respectfully, yr. ohdt. sent., 

B. F. Butleb, Maj. Gen. Comrndg. 

From General Butler 

'Seadquartera, Department of Va. and N.C., Feb. ’tih, 1864 

C. S. Henry, Drummondtown 
Dear Sir: I enclose you a commission as local Special 
Agent of the Treasury. I want you to consult with the Prov- 
ost Ma.r.sha.1 and see that the business is done in your counties 
as it is done here. All the machinery of Special Agents must 
be done away with. They are only applicable, as you will 
see, in parts of the country between the military lines of the 
United States and the military lines of the enemy, a sort of 
neutral ground, called supply districts. They are to protect 
the Government, special agents to examine the loyalty of 
persons. All the persons in your counties are loyal, or if they 
are not, if you will let me know, they shall be so or leave. 
Therefore, it is a portion of the state coming within Section 
8 and 32 of the Regulations. All goods that come into those 
Districts must have permits from these Head Quarters, in 
exactly the fashion that they come into Norfolk, for I see no 
reason why the eastern shore of Virgmia should be upon one 
ground, and the District of Norfolk upon another ground. 

This is precisely the course taken in Norfolk. I asked this 
commission for you in order that you might be able to take 
charge of abandoned property, and have full power for the 
benefit of your charge, the negroes, and while you do your 
duty to them you can also do your duty to the Treasury. I 
have the honor to be. 

Very respectfully, Yr. Ohdt. Servant, 

B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comrndg. 
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From General Butler 

Ed, Qrs, Dept. Va, and N.C., Fowl Mokeoe, Feh. 7ik, 1864 

Hon. E. M. Stajiton, Secretary of War 

In obedience to youx order I report in regard to Isaiah 
Respies, ex-Mayor of Washington, North Carolina. 

A simple statement of the facts will settle all necessity of 
examination into his sanity. 

When on an official tour of inspection in Nov. in Washing- 
ton, it came to my knowledge that a raid had been made by 
the 3rd New York Cavalry, in which the contents of the vaults 
of the Tarhoro Bank were captured, to the amount of a num- 
ber of himdreds of thousands of dollars, and that certain of 
the citizens of Washington had been buying the money of the 
soldiers, and it was alleged that certain of the officers had been 
embezzling it. Among the citizens was indicated Isaiah Respies. 
I sent for him, took him on board the boat, and while going 
down the river examined him personally as to these facts and 
circumstances. He admitted that he had bought about twenty 
thousand dollars of the money of soldiers. He denied knowing 
who they were, said they went into a private room at the 
hotel, and there made the bargain. I asked him if he had not 
heard that this money was stolen on a raid. He said he had. 
I asked him if he did not know that the very money that he 
was buying was not stolen on this raid by the soldiers; after 
some hesitation he admitted he did know it. I then asked 
him to account where the money was, as it was not likely that 
Confederate money was passed within our lines. 

He undertook to account for it. He said that he paid 
four thousand dollars of it to bis Counsel in Richmond. I 
told him then I wanted the whereabouts of the remainder. 
He said that he had invested a portion of it in some tobacco. 
I asked him where the tobacco was. He said it was in his store. 
I asked him where he had invested it in tobccao. He said hi 
Richmond, through a friend. I asked him how he got the 
tobacco through our lines. He said it came by the “under- 
ground railroad.” I then sent and ordered the tobacco seized 
as part of the proceeds of the stolen money. 

I asked him how he came to buy the tobacco. He said that 
he had a permit to trade. I asked him to show me the permit 
to trade, and afterwards he did so. I asked him if he did not 
know that he had not a permit to trade in the Rebel lines. 

He said he supposed it would be all right if he could get 
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the tobacco through. I then asked him more particularly 
how he got the tobacco through. He said it was brought to 
a friend’s house near our lines, and brought across the river 
at night. I told him I thought he ought to be punished: 
First, for buying stolen property knowing it to be stolen, and 
Secondly, for trading with the enemy outside of the lines in 
violation of the Treasury Regulations. 

He then claimed that he was a very good Union man, and 
had been tried for his life for his love for the Union in Rich- 
mond, first being sent to Raleigh and afterwards to Richmond, 
where he was tried. That he took part of this money to pay 
his Counsel, and that he had been acquitted: and he claimed 
great consideration from me because he was so tried. I told 
him if he had been convicted it would have been some evidence 
that he was a good Union man, but as he had made a Confed- 
erate Judge believe that he was a good Confederate, it was a 
case in point against him. 

This exanaination was reduced to writing shortly after by 
Col. Olcott, and made the foundation of subsequent proceed- 
ings against Respies. 

Respies is no more insane than I am, except insanus fame 
auri. I think he would sell his master for thirty pieces of 
silver. 

I have tried too many cases and set up too many defences 
of insanity in criminal cases not to have some judgment in 
the matter. He deserves his punishment, but I wiU discharge 
him from further imprisonment if for no other reason than 
that for which the unjust judge granted the widow’s suit, 
because Respies’ friends “by continual coming weary me.” 
I have the honor to be 

Very respectfully. Your oht. servt., 

B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comd’g. 


Evidence in matter of Schr. Sample, owned hy Isaiah 
Respies, and her Cargo 

Benjamin Bragg — Sworn. I am Captain of schr. 
“Sample.” I first took charge of her at Bath Creek. Isaiah 
Respies of Washington engaged me to take charge of her. 
She had clearance for Beaufort. The papers were put into 
my hands by her former Captain, D. W. Midgitt, the clear- 
ance was to proceed from Beaufort to Washington in ballast. 
Midgitt left the vessel. Mr. Respies asked me to take charge 
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and go to Fantego and load with shingles for Beaufort. He 
said I would have no difficulty. I had no clearance to Pantego. 
Air. Respies said the permit to go from Washington to Beau- 
fort in ballast was sufficient to go to Pantego up the Pungo 
River (permits marked “A” & “B” shown to witness). Alid- 
gitt gave me permit marked “B.” He said the two papers 
marked “A” & “B” would be sufficient. He did not tell me 
where he got permit “B.” He said if I showed permit marked 
“B” it would be sufficient to show she had been in this busi- 
ness. We went up the Pungo 22 miles. The shingles were 
brought to her in flat-boats. Could not get up any higher with 
the schooner. There is water enough, but the channel is very 
narrow. The schooner and shingles belong to Mr. Respies. 
The schooner was seized in Beaufort by Capt. Bartlett, Prov- 
ost Alarshal. I do not know as it is safe up the Pungo River. 
Guerillas are there once in a while — they passed through 
about the time we were there. 

Hardy S. Taylor — Sworn. I live up the Pungo River 
on a creek named Pantego Creek. Am one of the hands on 
schr. “Sample.” Capt. Bragg hired me. Have made two 
trips on the “Sample,” once with Capt. Midgitt. I went on 
board with Capt. Midgitt at Pantego Creek, and came to 
Beaufort. We went back from Beaufort to Pantego Creek. 
The schooner went to Bath, then she came back to Pantego, and I 
went aboard with Capt. Bragg. Capt. Trewhart owner of 
Pantego Mill, claims the shingles. He said he sold them to 
Mr. Respies. He delivered them to the schooner on flat-boats. 
Once in a while guerillas run up there. Their general residence 
is in Hyde County. They are about Leachville. I am rather 
scart of them myself. I am afraid they would conscript me 
if they could catch me. It would be unsafe for vessels to go 
up to Pantego if the guerillas were not a little dubious of U. S. 
forces — they are some afraid of them. I had no permits or 
passes to go from Pantego to Beaufort. A man might carry 
information of plans and proceedings vrithin Federal lines to 
parties up the Pungo, and they would be glad to take it at 
Richmond. 

John A. Hedrick — Sworn. I am Collector of the Port 
of Beaufort. I hold an appointment as permit officer. I am ap- 
pointed by President of the U. S., confirmed by the Senate and 
countersigned by Secretary of the Treasury. I am instructed 
to give permits or clearances for vessels from this Port to any 
point within the Trade District. The instructions are contained 
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in a pamplilet from Col. Heaton and approved by Maj. Gen. 
Peck. It is an appendix to the local rules, issued by Col. 
Heaton and approved by Secretary of the Treasury. Under 
those instructions I have given permits to go up the Pungo 
River, but not recently. I don’t think I have given a permit 
to go up the Pungo River within a month. I don’t like to give 
permits above Wade’s Point, for I have heard the Rebels were 
up the Pungo River. My instructions from Col. Heaton 
before referred to, would authorize me to give clearance up 
the Pxmgo River if any one called for it, but no one has called 
for a clearance above Wade’s Point. 7/ any one called for it 
I should give clearance up the Pungo River. Col. Heaton gave 
me special instructions not to permit vessels through Roanoke 
Marshes, north side of Hyde County, at the Alligator River, 
hut those instructions are revoked, and he told me I might permit 
vessels there now. I have given no clearance for schooner 
“Sample” to go up the Pungo River within a month. I think 
I have not within two months given Capt. Midgitt a clearance 
for the schr. “Sample” to go up the Pungo River. I am sure 
he has had no such permits in a good long while. 

Question by Col. Jordan. I remember telling you I never 
permitted vessels to go above Wade’s Point. 

Questions resumed by Chf. Pro. Mar. The clearance marked 
“B” has the top torn off, containing place and date of signa- 
ture. I usually take up old permits expired. The one marked 
“A” I gave Feb. 11. Do not know why I did not take up the 
old one. Some who have clearances never come back. A 
transfer of a clearance or permit is not permitted. He can 
get papers endorsed over at Custom House. I have not had 
instructions within two months from Col. Heaton not to per- 
mit vessels to go above Wade’s Point or up the Pungo. I am 
governed very much by what I know of the place. If I think 
proper to give permit I give it, if not, I do not. 

Isaiah Respies — Sworn. I am the owner of the schooner 
“Sample.” Capt. Bragg is master of the “Sample,” employed 
by me and acting under my orders. I last saw the vessel here 
at Washington four or five months ago. Some three weeks 
ago I understood the “Sample” was lying at Bath. At that 
time Bragg came here to see me with Midgitt — Midgitt was 
then owner, but he said he couldn’t pay me for her and I took 
her back. When I engaged Bragg to go as master on the 
schooner, I told him to go to Bath and take the vessel and pro- 
ceed to the shingle landing at Pantego and get a load of shingles 
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and go to Beaufort. I asked !Midgitt if the papers were all 
right, and he said they were all right. I did not look at the 
papers. I think IVIidgitt said the papers were at home or 
about the vessel, ilidgitt lives near Bath. I supposed he 
had papers to go up the Pungo River. K I had not supposed 
so, I would have got papers from IVIr. Ritch here, to go up the 
Pungo River. Mr. Ritch is the local Treas. Agt. at this place. 
I bought the shingles two years ago from Capt. Trewhart at 
Pantego. He had them there for me. I did not tell Capt. 
Bragg that the papers to go in ballast from Beaufort to Wash- 
ington were sufficient to go up the Pungo. I knew nothing 
about the papers, and saw none, and only knew that hlidgitt 
said the pai>ers were all right. 

Robebt Mtjxroe. I am Capt. of schooner “Marinah N.” 
I had a clearance from !Mr. Ritch, special agt. at Washington, 
to go up the Pungo River with my vessel after shingles. It 
was dated Feb. 15th, 1864. I went up on the permit to Pantego 
Creek, to its mouth. I stayed about 15 or 20 minutes and 
turned and came back. I saw Rebel pickets with guns, and I 
did not think it was safe to stay there long. I consider it 
dangerous to go to that Point. I went up once before and 
received notice that they were going to burn my vessel, and I 
left. I don’t think any man who is loyal to the ZI. S. can go up 
the Pungo River safely, if the folks know he is loyal to the TJ. S. 
Some of the people there have armed themselves for their own 
protection — forty of them have done so. 

U. H. Ritch. I am local Treasury Agent for Washington, 
N. C. I am under Special Orders from Col. Heaton, and 
Rules and Regulations, Treasury Dept. There seems to be 
nothing specially laid down regulating permits to vessels. I 
have no special instructions in regard to where vessels may go. 
I think I shoidd feel authorized to permit vessels to go up the 
Pungo River and the AUigaior River if any one called for such 
permits. The five permits to purchase and sell I obtained 
from the men who held them. I think it very strange that the 
names of the vessels permitted are not on the permits. 

From General Butler 

Headquarters, Departmerd Fa., and Foet Moneoe, Feh, Mi, 1864 

Ordered 

That Isaiah Respies, having been tried before a Confederate 
Court and Jiuy at Richmond for disloyalty to the Confeder- 
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ate States, and having proved to the satisfaction of that tribu- 
nal that he vras -well-disposed to the Confederate States, and 
not disloyal to them, so that he was acquitted, and afterwards 
ha-ving come -within our lines, and upon his own confession 
being shown to have brought a large sum to wit: twenty 
thousand dollars of the money of the Tarborro Bank, of United 
States soldiers, knowing it to be stolen either from the bank 
[or the United] States, and having confessed that with that 
money he bought tobacco at Richmond, and smuggled it 
wi thin our lines contrary to the Treasury Regulation, and hav- 
ing upon such confession been sentenced to six months’ impris- 
onment, and it now being represented to the Commanding 
General that said Respies is an old man and hardly responsible 
as kno-wing right from wrong to such a degree as to raise doubts 
to his sanity, the remainder of his term of imprisonment is 
remitted, although there can be no doubt of the justice of the 

sentence. Butlee, Maj. General Commanding 

From George S. Boutwell 

Washington City, February 8, 1864 

Maj. Gen. Butler, Comdg. etc., Fortress Monroe, Va. 

Mt dear Sir: I enclose a copy of the National Republican, 
which contains an article, entitled “Suggestions concerning 
the further prosecution of the War,” -written by me, and, of 
course, in the line of my thoughts. The article was not offi- 
cially inspired as some of the northern journals have suggested. 
I do not write upon terms -with anybody. The leading idea, 
that we should abandon all thoughts of going to Richmond 
over the country and take possession of James River, is an 
old -vdew which I tried to impress upon the President more 
than a year ago. His answer was that the line of the railroad 
from Richmond to Petersburg was fortified, very strong, etc. 
My answer to that is that the line is too long to admit of its 
defence without the use of twice the force necessary to menace 
it from one terminal to the other, if a lodgement were made 
above the mouth of the Appomattox. I hope the time is not 
distant when you will be put in command of an adequate 
force and the trial made. 

Yrs. with the highest regards. 

Geo. S. Boutwell 
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From General Butler 

Headquarters, Departmeni of Va., and X.C., Fobt Moneoe, Feb. Stk, 1861 

T. T. Chollae, 76 Chamber Street, New York 
Sir: The Commanding General directs me to forward to 
you, for your mother, the enclosed check for two hundred and 
sixty-four and 70, 100 (264.70) dollars, the property of your 
deceased brother, F. D. Chollar. Please acknowledge the 
receipt of the check. I have the honor to be, 

Your obedient servant, A. P. P. 

From Simon Cameron to General Butler 

Lochiel, Pa., February 8, 1864t 

Dear GE^■ER.AL; Your letter of the 15th did not reach me 
till the 28th, and since my return home I have not been well 
enough to say when I can make you a visit. But I will try to 
come some time before this month ends. A sudden illness in 
Airs. Coleman’s family will prevent her from joining the 
party, and Airs. Cameron thinks she cannot leave home, so 
that I will probably be alone. 

Very truly Yours, SmoN Cameron 

From General Butler 

Headquarters, Department of Va, and N,C,, Foet Monboe, Feb, Stk, 1864 

Brig. General Marston, commanding Point Lookout 

Gener-AL: Please report to me how long the Chaplain of 
your Post, Mr. Spooner, has been absent from his duty on 
account of sickness or otherwise. I have the honor to be, 
Very respectfully, Yr. Obdt. Servt., 

B. F. B., Maj. Gen. Commdg. 


From General Butler 

Fobt Monboe, Fehr. Stk, 1864 

A. Harasztht, Esq., Metropolitan Hotel, New York City 
Dear Sir: I feel very grateful for your kind letter in regard 
to my brother’s health. Although personally unknown to 
me, I have often heard him speak of you as a neighbor and a 
friend in terms of respect and love which your present letter 
fully justifies. I am indeed alarmed about him, but I think 
he is not able to go to a warmer climate. I shall adopt your 
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suggestion and write to liis physician for a full detail of his 
case. With sentiments of highest respect, I am 

Very Truly Yours, Benj. F. Butler 

From General Butler 

Foet Moneoe, Va,, 8 Febry. 1864 

Secretary of War 

Despatch boat from Newbern just in. Gen. Palmer reports : 
“Everjdhing is going on weU in this District. The losses by 
us in the way of public property are too trifling to mention. 
We have lost some few good officers and men killed, wounded, 

and prisoners. Benj. F. Butler, Maf Gen. Comdg. 

From General Butler 

Foet Moneoe, Va., 8 Febry. 1864 

Eon. Sec. of War 

Our expedition, organized as stated in my despatch, left 
Williamsburg at 10 o’clock on Saturday. 

Arrived at Bottom’s Bridge, within 12 miles of Richmond> 
at the time indicated, at 2j o’clock Sunday morning, but found 
the enemy posted there in a strong force, continually receiv- 
ing accessions from Richmond by rail. Waited till daylight, 

then found they had Regts. of Infantry, 1 of Cavalry, & 

4 Batteries of Artillery, the bridge taken up, and all the fords 
effectually obstructed. 

An attempt was made gallantly to charge over one of them 
by a detachment of 1st New York Mounted Rifles, under 
Major Whelan, with a loss of 9 killed & wounded. At 12, 
the Infantry supports arrived within 7 miles, having made a 
march of 40 miles ia 27 hours. Gen’l Wistar says that with 
the Infantry he coifld have forced the position, but as the enemy 
had received some intimation of the approach of the expedi- 
tion, the delay had defeated the main object, which was a 
dash at Richmond. 

Our forces then returned to New Kent C. H. Were followed 
by the enemy, who made an attack, but were handsomely 
repulsed with loss on their side. 3rd New York were under 
Col. Lewis, assisted by one piece of Belger’s Battery. 

Om forces are returning at their leisure unmolested. The 
Cavalry have arrived at Williamsburg to-day about 3 o’clock. 
Thus it wUl be seen that the Cavalry in less than 50 hours 
have marched more than 140 miles. Flag of Truce boat is 
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just in from Riclimond, bringing the Examiner of Monday 
morning, which contains this sentence, “Some days ago a 
report was obtained by the authorities here from a Yankee 
deserter, that the enemy was contemplating a raid, in consid- 
erable force, on Richmond. The report obtained cons'stency 
from a number of circumstances, & impressed the authorities 
to such a degree that a disposition of forces was made to antic- 
ipate the supposed designs of the enemy.” 

I will telegraph farther after examination of the papers. It 
will be seen that conveyance of intelligence has been the cause 
of want of success. Everything else succeeded as was deserved. 

Bejtj. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 

From General H. W. HaUeck 

Washington, February 11, 1864( [Not in chronological order] 

Major-General Sedgwick, Army of the Potomac 

In yoiur telegram of the 7th instant you say: 

“One result of the co-operation with General Butler has 
been to prove that it has spoiled the best chance we had for 
a successful attack on the Rapidan.” 

The President directs that you report what this “best 
chance” was; what “successful attack” was proposed; when 
it was to be executed, and how it has been spoiled by your 
co-operation with General Butler. 

H. W. Halleck, General-in-Chief 

Official Becords, Series I, VoL 33, page 55^, 


From General John Sedgvnch 

EeadqiiarteTS Army of the Potomac, Fdyrmry Vi, 1834 
[Not in chronological order] 

Major Gen. H. W. Halleck, General4n-Chief 
In reply to your telegram of last evening, I have to state 
the best chance for a successful attack on the Rapidan lay in 
the fact that not more that a brigade or a brigade and a half 
was holding the works at Morton’s Ford; that the nearest 
re-enforcements (not counting the brigade or brigade and a 
half holding the works at Raccoon Ford, which could not be 
removed without abandoning that part of the line) were from 
5 to 6 miles off (two brigades back of Somerville and Robert- 
son’s Ford) ; that the other posts of Ewell’s corps were from 
10 to 12 miles off, and Hill’s corps as far off, if not farther; 
that the appearance of our troops at Morton’s Ford, on the 
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Rapidan, was a complete surprise, and if 1,000 or 1,200 men 
had rushed to the enemy’s works at that point they could have 
been carried, and if the whole army could have been on the 
river, with the artillery and ammunition and other fighting 
trains ready to follow up the taking of the works at Morton’s 
Ford, Lee’s army would have had to fight without the advan- 
tage of the strong position of the Rapidan, rendered vastly 
stronger by intrenchments. In other words, gaining the 
intrenchments at Morton’s Ford, with the whole army to foUow 
it up, would have turned his intrenched position of the Rapi- 
dan and its appendages. Second, the condition of the roads, 
country, and weather during the time that co-operation with 
General Butler was proposed and executed was such as to 
render the secret and rapid movement of this army impracti- 
cable. Third, the despatch from General Butler received 
Friday night requested that the demonstration by this army 
shotild be made the next day (Saturday), and without regard 
to the weather; it stated that he hoped to strike his point 
Sunday morning at 6 o’clock. The demonstration, to be in 
time for General Butler’s purpose (and it was made for no 
other object), could only be effected by using the two corps 
nearest the Rapidan — the First and Second, — without bring- 
ing in their detached brigades, picket guards, &c., and by 
leaving their camps standing, with guards, &c., and sending 
parts of two divisions of cavalry to make demonstrations on 
the Rapidan above and below, by which the operations would 
be prolonged through Saturday. Fourth, the requirements of 
General Butler, just stated, rendered it impossible to take 
advantage of a surprise at Morton’s Ford if one should be 
made, since the army could not be got to the river in time, if, 
indeed, it was practicable to get it there at all. Fifth, the co- 
operation with General Butler spoiled the chance for a success- 
ful attack by giving the enemy proof that we could surprise 
them at Morton’s Ford, and by indicatiog to them what they 
should do, by a new arrangement of troops and new defensive 
works, to prevent a repetition of it. They have already thrown 
up a new rifle-pit close to the ford. A mere cavalry reconnais- 
sance last fall caused them to extend the intrenchments on 
the Rapidan up Mine Run several miles. A similar reconnais- 
sance at an earlier day toward their left caused them to intrench 
the crossing of Blue River, and make other defensive disposi- 
tions. Siadh, in my telegram to you of the 5th instant I stated, 
“Demonstrations in our front at the present time may, how- 
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ever, spoil the chances for the future/’ The conditions of a 
successful attack, so far as they relate to the condition, posi- 
tion, and sense of security of Lee’s army, existed already. 
The conditions relating to the state of the roads and the 
weather, which rendered it practicable to move this army 
secretly and rapidly to the Rapidan, did not exist, and until 
they did no plan of attack could be prepared with any view 
to its execution, nor could any time be proposed for its execu- 
tion. It was believed, however, that the opportunity would 
occur 

John Sedgwick, Major-General, Commanding 

Official Records, Series I, VoL XXXIII, Page 55S. 

From General Butler 

Headquarters, Department of Va., and N.C., Fort Monroe, Feb. 1864 

Maj. Gen. Peck, Commanding District 
o/Noeth Carolina 

General: I send you a copy of the Richmond Examiner, 
with Pickett’s report of his attack upon Newbern, and also 
the Petersburg account of why he did not succeed. 

I wish to call your attention to the statement that one of 
our negro soldiers was hanged. If there is any foundation for 
it, send out a Flag of Truce and ask Gen. Pichett if it is true. 
If so, report to me. I have the honor to be. 

Very resfedfully. Your obedient servt., 

B, F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Commdg. 

From General Butler 

Fort Monroe, Va., 8 Febry. 1864 

Brig. Gen. Wistar, Fort Mageudee 
Despatch rec’d, I think you did right in not attacking 
the bridge. Flag of Truce boat just in. The Richmond 
Examiner of to-day says, “A Yankee deserter gave information 
of the attack.” Find out who has deserted from your com- 
mand. The enemy were prepared for you. You could have 
beaten them, and I don’t know but beaten them into Rich- 
mond, but it would not have been war. 

Benj. F. Butler, Maj. Gm. Comdg. 
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From the Secretary of War 

Washington, February Sth, 1864 — 10.i5 p.m. 

Major-General Bxjtlee 

The order relieving Captain Farquhar is revoked, as you 
desire. You will return it to the Adjutant-General. Your 
telegrams announcing the result of your expedition have been 
received. Its failure, through the treacherous disclosure of a 
deserter, could not be effectually guarded against, and, while 
regretting the want of success, I am glad the enterprise has 
not suffered disaster. Perhaps there will be better luck next 
Inline 

Edwin M. Stanton, Secretary of War 

Official Records, Series I, VoL 33, Page 541. 


From General Butler 

Fort Monroe, February Btkt 1864, 10.55 p.m. 

Secretary of War 

I HAVE sent the following telegram to the President and I 
duplicate to you in order that you may urge my request upon 
him: 

Hon. Abbaham LmcoLN, President of the United States 

After much preparation, I made a raid on Richmond to 
release our prisoners there. Everything worked precisely as 
I expected. The troops reached Bottom’s Bridge, 10 miles 
from Richmond, at 2.30 o’clock on Sunday morning, but we 
found a force of the enemy posted there to meet us, evidently 
informed of our intention, none having been there before for 
two months. They had destroyed the bridge, and fallen 
trees across the road to prevent the passing of the cavalry. 
Finding the enemy were informed and prepared, we were 
obliged to retire. The flag-of-truce boat came down from 
Richmond to-day, bringing a copy of the Examiner, in which it 
is said that they were prepared for us from information received 
from a Yankee deserter. Who that deserter was that gave 
the information you will see by a despatch just received by 
me from General Wistar. I send it to you that you may see 
how your clemency has been misplaced. I desire that you will 
revoke your order suspending executions in this department. 
Please answer by telegraph. 
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Despatch received from General Wistar 


Poet Mageuder, Feb , Sth , 1864 

Major-General Btttleb 

Private William Boyle, New York Mounted Rifles, under sentence of death for 
murder of Lieutenant Disosway, was allowed to escape by Private Abrams of One 
Hundred and Thirty-ninth New York, the sentinel over him, four days previous to 
my movement. It is said he also told him that large numbers of cavalry and infantry 
were concentrated here to take Richmond. During my absence the commander here 
has learned that Boyle reached Richmond, and was arrested and placed in Castle 
Thunder. Boyle would have been hung long ago but for the President’s order suspend- 
ing till further orders the execution of capital sentences. Abrams is in dose custody. 
Charges against him went forward a week ago. 


I. J. WiSTAB, Brigadier-General 


Bejtj. F. Butler, Major-General, Commanding 

Official Records, Series I, VoL 38, page 144. 


From General Bidler 

' Foet Moneoe, Va., 9 Fehry., 1864 

Mm. E. M. Stanton, Seorelary of War, 

Washington, D.C. 

Shall I send a flag of truce boat up with women and 
children? I have a large number in & about Norfolk that I 
want to get rid of. If so, I will do it on Wednesday the 17th 
inst., and will telegraph notices to Baltimore, Washington, 
Phila. and N. Y. papers. 

Please answer whether I shall make the declaration proposed, 
that aU prisoners released by us have been exchanged so they 

may return to duty, p Btjtler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 

From C. H. Foster 

Newbern iV.C. Feb, 10, 1864 

LL Henry T. Schroedeir, A. A. A. Genl., Ft. Monroe, Va. 

Sir: During the recent attack upon Newbem about forty 
men of Co, “F.” 2d. N. C. U. Vols., were captured by the 
enemy near Bachelor’s Creek. Two or three of them subse- 
quently escaped, and report that a massacre of the entire 
number of our men (2nd. N. C.) taken, was contemplated. 

I am advised to write you requesting that immediate meas- 
ures may be adopted, if not already too late, to prevent the 
execution of these soldiers. But very few of them, if any, 
are amenable to the rebels as deserters, under the most lib- 
eral concession of belligerent rights; not one instance having 
occurred within my knowledge of the enlistment into this 
Regiment of any man who had taken upon himself the obliga- 

VOL. Ill 26 
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tion of an oath of miKtary service under the so-called “ Con- 
federate” government. I found in my recruiting conscript 
deserters and other refugees, fleeing from the rebel army, 
that no man whom I received, had ever formally and strictly 
become a Confederate soldier. Some, it is true, had been 
pressed, in, and had actually though not voluntarily been in that 


servuce. 

I fear that these fearful rumors of bloody punishment may 
be in some part if not wholly true. To save delay I write thus 
directly to your Head Quarters, in the hope that prompt action 
may be taken by Gen. Butler. 

The captives were all regularly enlisted in the Regiment, 
and properly mustered into the United States service. The 
protection of the Government has been solemnly pledged to 
them. I did not move one step in recruiting until I had the 
recognition and approval of Maj. General Peck, who explicitly 
permitted the enlistment by me and my agents of conscript 
deserters. This permission was given in vyriting, and is now in 
my possession. 

Begging your prompt attention to this matter, I have the 
honor to be, Respectfully, Yr. Obdt. Sent, 

C. H. Fostek, Capt. 2d. N. C. U. S., Vols. Commdg. 


From General Butler 

Headquarters, Dept Va., & N.C., Fort Monroe, Feh, lOtk, 1864 

W. E. Bond, J. I. Cabmen, Jos. F. Waft 

Gentlemen: In answer to the inquiry proposed by you as 
a committee from the citizens of Chowan County, N. C., I 
respectfully answer to the first, viz: First. “What will be 
the policy pursued towards the citizens of Chowan if they 
continue peaceable and quiet, abstaining from aU acts of 
hostility .5^ ” 

Answer. That if the inhabitants of that county remain 
peaceable and quiet, abstaining from all acts of hostility, aid- 
ing blockade runners, or concealing guerillas, they will not be 
interfered with by the troops of the United States, as we have 
no occasion to go into any parts of the coxmty where no acts 
of hostility are committed against the Government. 

Second. To the second question, viz: “Will expeditions be 
projected into our county, and if found necessary to make 
them, will peaceable citizens and private property be protected 
and respected?” 
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Answer. That unless some portion of Chowan Co. is occu- 
pied by some forces or signal parties of the Confederates, or 
some parties hostile to the United States take refuge in that 
county, no expedition will be sent therein, and if it becomes 
necessary to send expeditions there the private persons and 
property of peaceable citizens will be protected, and the expe- 
ditions be conducted on the principles laid down in General 
Order No. 10. current series, a copy of which is hereby 
enclosed. 

Third. To the third question, viz: “Was not the order 
requiring and enforcing the oath of allegiance designed to 
apply only to persons embraced within your pickets lines?” 

Answer. That as the Government of the United States 
cannot throw in fact its protection around the citizens of 
Chowan, they are excused from the corresponding obligation 
of actively expressing their allegiance to the Government 
which might endanger their safety from the enemies of the 
United States, and therefore the oath of allegiance will not be 
required of the citizens of Chowan Co. unless they are brought 
within our lines. 

Fourth. To the fourth question: “Cannot trade with Nor- 
folk be opened and allowed to the people of Chowan; and on 
what terms and under what restrictions?” 

Answer. That trade may be carried on with Norfolk under 
the same provisions as those given to the citizens of Pasquo- 
tank Co., as expressed in a letter given to them, a duplicate of 
which is addressed to this Committee. 

Fifth. In answer to the j&fth question: “Cannot servants 
who have left us be prevented from returning; or at least 
be restrained from unnecessary offensiveness and actual 
outrage to feelings or property of their former owners?” 

Answer. I have the honor to say that the negroes who have 
left the Co. will not be allowed to return unless by stealth, and 
if upon returning in such manner they outrage the property 
or persons of their former owners, it is hoped that they will 
be arrested and held by the citizens of the Co., and information 
sent to these Headquarters in order that they may be sent for 
and pmiished. 

Sixth. The sixth question is a more difficult one, viz: 
“Can our citizens be permitted to fish with seines and nets on 
Albermarle Sound and on the Eastern side of Chowan River, 
and on what terms and under what restrictions?” 

Answer. It is understood by the Commanding General that 
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fisTiing with seines and nets in the sounds and rivers affords a 
large quantity of provision for the inhabitants of that part of 
N. C. The diffi culty is therefore that that provision thus 
obtained may be stored in large amounts, and tempt raids 
there by the Confederates to the destruction of the peace of 
the county, requiring an armed force to be sent there to meet 
those raids on our part unless we qmetly permit supplies for 
the rebels’ army to be drawn from that source. Now, this is 
entirely irrespective of the good faith of the inhabitants of 
that county, for if they accumulate provisions with the intent 
to use them in their families, they may be taken from them 
justifiably under the laws of the war to support the rebel 
armies. 

These circumstances surroimd the use of the waters adjoin- 
ing Chowan Co., with difficulties, and by means of our gun- 
boats any use of the waters may be very easily prevented, but 
the Commanding General desires, as is the pohcy of his Gov- 
ernment, to extend every facility to the peaceable and quiet 
citizens of every part of the county to support themselves, and 
these facilities, so far as it can be done without injury to the 
success of his troops in the field, wiU permit fish to be taken 
by seines and nets in the waters adjoining the Co. of Chowan 
on the East Side of the Chowan River and the Albemarle, so 
long as no Confederate or N. C. State troops shall come into 
that county, and provided further that no one citizen shall 
salt or cure more than ten barrels of fish for his own use, and 
there shall be no greater accumulation at any point within 7 
miles of each other than 100 barrels of fish so cured, and at 
no point any such accumulation be made more than 1 mile 
from navigable waters of at least 4 feet draft. As this per- 
mission is given wholly in deference to the wishes of the citi- 
zens of Chowan County, and for their use and benefit, and 
without any possible good to the United States except 
in taking care of its citizens and with very possible harm 
if it is abused, the utmost good faith wiU be required of the 
citizens to carry out in the same spirit of fairness as it is per- 
mitted, — this business of fishing, — and any abuse of this 
privilege or infraction of its terms will be most severely dealt 
with as a breach of trust of confidence. 

Seventh. The seventh and last question: “We would farther 
represent to Major General Butler, in behalf of our fellow 
citizens, that during the progress of this dreadful conflict we 
have been exempted to a great extent from the presence of 
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troops in our midst, and as we conceive the locahty to be 
devoid of military importance, we sincerely hope and trust 
that Maj. Gen. Butler may not order its occupation by any 
of the troops under his command,” is answered in the answer 
to the first question and in the general spirit of the answers of 
this note. 

The Commanding General desires to caU the attention of 
the Committee and others of the citizens of the Co. to the fact 
that if their action is characterized with good faith and true 
desire to preseiwe the peace of the Co., there will be no pos- 
sible diEculty, and trouble can only result from the acts of 
bad men who either from hostility to the United States, or 
from love of gain, will hazard the interests of their fellow 
citizens, and such men must be watched and restrained by 
the organized action of the citizens of the county, who have 
their own peace and quiet in their own hands. I have the 


honor to be. 


Very respectfully, Yr. Obdt. Sent, 


B. F. Butleb, Maj. Gen. Commanding 


From General Butler 

Fokt Moneoe, Feb. lift, 1854 

Brig. Genl. I. J. Wistae, Yoektown, Va. 

Do you provide for the fishing above the point in your 
arrangements for the oyster trade.^ I will wait till I see you 

before deciding. ^ Butleb, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 


From General Butler 

Headquarters, Department Va., and N.C., Fort Monboe, Feb. llih, 1864 

Hon. Geo. S. Boutwell, M. C., House of Representatives, 
Washington, D. C. 

Mt deae Sm: I have read the article in the Republican 
with pleasure. 

I have been since June 1863 an advocate of the south side 
of the James route to Richmond. I have never yet been able 
to imderstand why, if supplies and men can be landed with 
greater facility than at Acquia Creek, without opposition on 
the James within 20 miles of Richmond, with a water carriage 
which allows them to be brought from New York without 
transshipment to a high, dry, cultivated land (as) that lying 
between me and Richmond, I therefore ought to land at Acquia 
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Creek and march over a land route intersected by five rivers 
— 150 miles, — necessitating a land carriage of supplies that 
distance for the purpose of getting within twenty nfiles of 
the swamp side of Richmond. Until I am instructed on this 
point by the forthcoming work on military science by the 
General-in-Chief of the Army, I shall remain unconvinced of 
the superior feasibihty of the present route to Richmond. 

Very truly, yours, B. F. Butlek, Maj. Gen. Commdg. 

From General Butler 

Headquarters, Departinent Fa. & N.C., Fort Monroe, Feb. llth, 1864 

Rear Admiral S. P. Lee, Commanding 

Sib: I received your note of the first inst. in regard to the 
supplies of lumber for the Navy Dept. I have made investi- 
gation and am assured that we can supply within the next 
three months the amount required. 

I am using every means in my power in North Carolina on 
the Eastern Shore, and here, to get up the supplies. Saw 
mills have been purchased, and competent men have been 
employed and set to work as a means of revenue in carrying on 
negro affairs, and my superintendent of negro affairs. Col. 
Kinsman, assures me that, no untoward accident preventing, 
the required amount can be supplied. I have the honor to be. 
Very respectfully, Yr. obdt. servt., 
Benjamin P. Butler, Maj. Gen. Commdg. 

By General Butler 

Headquarters, Department Va. and N.C., Fort Monroe, Feb. llth, 1864 

Captain Gregort 

The evidence we have against Col. McLane is the forged 

permits of the Treasury Department in his possession, which 

he admits he procured. nr • n -d 

^ Mag. Gen. Butler 

From John F. Gray to General Butler 

New York, February llth, 1864 

My dear General: You have doubtless been steadily 
advised of your generous brother’s situation, but, as his 
sufferings draw so near their close, I think it my duty as his 
medical advisor to write you direct and preclude the possi- 
bihty of misinformation. 

Colonel Butler was already far advanced in a hopeless 
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consumption, when he first came imder my care, in September 
last, but I entertained some little hope from his great natural 
strength of constitution and from his temperate habits, that 
we might by diligent application of remedies procure a truce 
and save him for a year or two. As you know, the effort was 
a failure in all aspects. 

The only service I have been able to render him, of any 
value, is of a moral kind; sympathy, earnest attention to his 
sjTnptoms, and the consolation of friendship. He is worthy 
of the best hearts of earth and Heaven. 

Yours most faithfully, John P. Gray 


From General Butler 

Fort Moxeoe, Feh, llth, 1864 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, Sec. of War 
My only brother died at N. Y. this p.m. It may be doubtful 
whether I shall be able to leave to attend his burial. If con- 
sistent with the public service, please grant me leave to do 
so. I will arrange it so as to be away from my post not more 

than three days. g p, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 


From General Butler 

Fort Monroe, Feb . llth , 1864 

Thomas Richardson, St. Denis Hotel, or 12 Wall St. N.Y. 

Telegram rec’d. Is my Mother notified How long a 
time will it be possible to postpone the burial? At what time 
is it now intended to take place? 

The earliest hour I can be in N. Y. is ten on Saturday 
morning. I may not be able to get there until Saturday 
evening at 6. Will telegraph to-morrow whether. 

B. P. BtriiTER, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 


From General BuUer 

Ed. Qrs. Dept, of Va. and N.C., Fobtebss Monbob, Feb. llth, 1864 

Secretary of War 

Upon the claim of Lazerac De Forgeret Fils for brandies 
taken for hospital use at New Orleans, I have the honor to 
report that the amount of brandy claimed was taken by my 
orders as Commander of the Department of the Gulf, was duly 
received by the Medical Director, and was accounted for on 
his returns, and in so far should be paid for by the Government. 
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But when the brandy was taken it was claimed to be the prop- 
erty of Wm. E. Leverick, a resident of N. 0., an enemy of the 
Govt The present claimants were never heard of until after 
I left X. 0., and I don’t beheve would be now if I were there 
in command. 

Putting under a foreign name is one of the thousand fraudu- 
lent dodges to make claims against the U. S. It is for the 
Department to say whether it shall succeed. 

Very respectfully, Your oht. servant, 

B. F. Btjtleb, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 

From General Butler 

Eeadqmrters Eighteenth Army Corps, Fort Monroe, February 12, 1864 

Major-General Hauleck, Commanding the Army 
Genebal: I have the honor to forward to you with com- 
mendation the report of Brigadier-General Wistar of his bril- 
liantly and ably executed movement upon Eichmond, which 
failed only from one of those fortuitous circumstances against 
which no foresight can provide, and no execution can overcome. 

By the corruption and faithlessness of a sentinel, who is 
now being tried for the offense, a man condemned to death 
but reprieved by the President was allowed to escape within 
the enemy’s lines, and there gave them such information as 
enabled them to meet om advance. This fact is acknowledged 
in two of the Richmond papers, the Examiner and the Sentinel, 
published the day after the attack, and is fully confirmed by 
the testimony before tie court-martial, before which is being 
tried the man who permitted the escape. I beg leave to call 
your attention to the suggestion of General Wistar in his 
report, that the effect of the raid will be to hereafter keep as 
many troops around Richmond for its defense from any future 
movement of the Army of the Potomac as we have in this 
neighborhood. I have the honor to be. 

Your obedient servant, 

Benj. F. Butleb, Major-General Commanding 
From General 1. J. Wistar 

Yorktown, Feb. 9, 1864 [Jfot in chronological order] 

Maj. R. S. Davis, Assistant Adjutant-General 
Majoe: I have the honor to report the following opera- 
tions of the forces under my command, undertaken with a 
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\’iew to the surprise and capture of Richmond, and incidental 
results. 

All the infantry and cavalry placed at my disposal by the 
General Commanding, being about four thousand of the former 
and two thousand two hundred of the latter, were suddenly 
concentrated behind my lines at Williamsburg after dark on 
the evening of the 5th instant, together with Hunt’s and Bel- 
ger’s light batteries. 

The infantry, consisting of three white regiments, brigaded 
imder Col. R. M. West, First Pennsylvania Light Artillery, 
and three colored regiments under Colonel Dxmcan, Fourth 
U. S. Colored Troops, moved thence at — a.m. on the 6th, 
carrying on the person six days’ rations in the knapsack, and 
seventy rounds of cartridges, — forty in the boxes and thirty 
in the knapsack. 

The cavalry, being detachments of five regiments under Col. 
S. P. Spear, Eleventh Pennsylvania Cavalry, moved two hours 
later. Colonel Spear was directed to arrive at Bottom’s 
Bridge, twelve miles this side of Richmond, by 3 a.m. of the 
7th, surprise it, and move on rapidly to Richmond. A picked 
company tmder Captain Hill, First New York Mounted Rifles, 
with selected horses, was placed in advance to ride down the 
three pickets — at New Kent, Baltimore Cross-Roads, and at 
the Bridge. Arrangements had been previously made to have 
the telegraph wire between Meadow Station and Richmond 
cut between dark and midnight of the 6th. By these means 
it was hoped to surprise the enemy’s Battery No. 2, on the 
Bottom’s Bridge road near Richmond, and occupy Capitol 
Square in that city for at least two or three hours; detach- 
ments previously detailed and carefully instructed breaking 
successively from the main column, on entering, for various 
specific purposes. Of course, the success of the enterprise was 
based upon the sudden and noiseless surprise of the strong 
picket at Bottom’s Bridge, without which it would be impos- 
sible for cavalry alone to pass Battery No. 2. Colonel Spear 
reached Bottom’s bridge, a distance of fifty-one miles, ten 
minutes before the time designated, but found the enemy 
there in strong force, with infantry, cavalry, and artillery. 
They received notice some sixteen hours previously, and had 
during that time been vigorously making preparations. The 
bridge planks had been taken up, the fords both above and 
below effectually obstructed, extensive earthworks and rifle- 
pits constructed, and a strong force of troops brought down 
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by tbe York River Railroad, by which large accessions were 
still arriving. 

The darkness prevented an attack till morning, when a 
detachment of the New York Mounted Rifles, under Major 
Whelan, made a gallant but unsuccessful charge on the bridge 
by the only approach — a long causeway flanked on either 
hand by an impassable marsh. The enemy opened with canis- 
ter, first checking and then repulsing the charge, with a loss 
to us of nine killed and wounded and ten horses killed. All 
our men were subsequently brought off, as well as the saddles 
and equipments. The river was reconnoitred both above and 
below for some miles, but at every possible crossing the enemy 
was found in force with newly placed obstructions. 

Our infantry had marched, on the 6th, thirty-three miles, 
arriving at New Kent Comt-House at S a.m. on the 7th. 

It is the obvious fact that a small force in this vicinity, 
actively handled, can and should hold a much superior force 
of the enemy in the immediate vicinity of Richmond inactive 
except for its defence. I have the honor to be. Major, with 

great respect. Your obedient servant, Isaac J. Wistar, 

Brigadier-General Commanding 

From General Butler to General Wistar 

Headquarters Department of Virginia and North CaroUnay Fortress Monroe, 

Feb. 12, 1864 

Report approved. The operation was skilfully and bril- 
liantly done. It gives the Commanding General renewed 
confidence in General Wistar as a commander of a division. 

Benj. F. Butler, Major-General Commanding 

From General Butler 

Fort Monroe, Feb. l%th, 1864 

Thos. Richardson, Esq. St. Denis Hotel, New York 

I WILL endeavor to be at the 5th Avenue Hotel at 10 o’clock 
Saturday morning. The funeral had better take place Sunday 
morning, the remains put in such burial case as may be taken 
to Lowell or California, as Mrs. Butler may prefer. Please 
have every arrangement made that propriety would suggest. 
Please have a tomb in which they may be placed temporarily. 

Ben^j. F, Butler, Maj, Gen. Comdg. 
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From C. G. Hammond to General Butler 

Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad Co. General Supt. Office, Chicago, 

Feb. 12. 1864 

Deae Sie: IVIr. Parton has cleared away the fog & left 
you standing forth a character to be admired & honored by 
every patriot who is for putting down this infernal rebellion 
in the only way possible, — war, stern unrelenting war. 

May God bless you & keep off the gloved hand of the Sec- 
retary of State which so unnecessarily, not to say wickedly, 
neutralized so much good sown at New Orleans. Had it not 
been for that, there would be httle to hope for there now. 

May God bless you and give the Amn. people an opportu- 
nity to cast their suffrages for your elevation. 

Most respectfully Yours, though a stranger, 

C. G. Hammond 

From General Butler to Mr. Hammond 

Feb. 15/64 

Mt dear Sie: For your kind words of sympathy and 
encouragement please accept my warm thanks. The good 
opinion and wishes of the truly loyal and patriotic are sufS- 
cient rewards for my services and antidotes for the poisonous 
calumnies with which the rebels & their sympathizers sought 
to deter my action in the path which my judgment has marked 

Yours truly, B. F. B. 

From Major Henning 

Fort Leavenworth, Ka., Feb. 12, 1864 

Major Genl. Butler, Fortress Monroe, Va. 

Genl. : I take this opportunity to drop you a line of encour- 
agement. I am an officer in the U. S. Service, and have been 
for nearly three years, and have served in Kansas & Md., and 
think I know something of the spirit of the rebellion. 

Since your celebrated woman order in N. 0. 1 have taken a 
great interest in you and your movements, and have wished 
for your success. In my humble opinion you are the only 
General that has fully appreciated this rebellion, and taken 
the proper steps to suppress it. 

I have seen enough to convince me that kindness is lost 
upon the brutes, and when any one takes an active step in 
the right direction he has my warmest sympathy. You are 
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the man, and accordingly I tender you my gratitude and 
respect. In my humble way I have tried to imitate, and think 
I have succeeded. I can not write all that I would say, enough 
that in me you have an ardent admirer and well wisher. 

Could I see you President I would be satisfied, and would 
be willing to sacrifice all hopes of preferment, & do not yet 
despair. 

At any rate we are doing our duty, and history will, I hope, 
do us justice. With sentiments of the highest respect I am 
proud to submit myseii 

B. S. Henning, Major 3d Wis. Cav. 

From General Butler 

Headquarters, Department Va. and N.C., Fort Monroe, Feb. ISth, 1864 

Brig. Gewv Weitzel, Cincinnati 
General: Not having heard from you I suppose there must 
have been some mistake, and I write respectfully to inquire 
whether you would desire to renew the former relations between 
us. I have the honor to be, 

Vert/ respectfully, Yr. obdt. servt, 

B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Commdg. 

From General Butler 

Headquarters, Department Va. and N.C., Fort Monroe, Feb. ISth, 1864 

M. S. Isaacs Esq., New York 
Sir: I am in receipt of your note of February 9th, and am 
very glad to have my opinions corrected by one who apparently 
understands so well the condition of the Hebrews as a nation, 
and of their faith as a religion. I admit that my experience 
with men of the Jewish faith or nation has been an imfortu- 
nate one. Living in an inland town in Massachusetts prior 
to the War, I have met but few, and since the War, those that 
I have met have been principally engaged in the occupation 
which caused the capture of those which has occasioned this 
correspondence, and you yourself will admit that that mode 
of making their acquaintance has not been a favorable one. I 
refer to Mr. Memminger as the other member of the Confed- 
erate Cabinet. I have been informed that IMr. Malloney is 
also of the Jewish faith or nationality. I acknowledge the 
fairness of the hit in regard to Maj. Gen. Polk, and Davis. 
They are both members of the Christian Church, upon whose 
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services I attend. I should be much obliged to you for the 
detail of facts which you have offered to furnish, for, finding 
my impressions incorrect upon any subject, always desire to 
be enlightened. 

Although the letter to you was not written for publication, 
yet I have no objections to its being published. I have the 

honor to be, respectfully. Your obedient servt., 

B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Commdg. 


From Colonel J. W. Shaffer 

Fort Monroe, Va., February 1864 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War, 

Washington, D.C. 

The following telegram has just been received from General 
Wistar: 

lORKTOWN, February 14, 1864 

Col. J. W. Shaffer, Cki^ of State 

Two escaped Union officers have reached my pickets from Richmond. They 
report 109 more on the road. A general delivery of one prison-house was effected by 
digging a tunnel under the street. General Dow could not stand the fatigue of the 
trip, and consequently did not come. My cavalry are in motion, scouring the Peninsula 
to cover the escape of the rest. Several colonels, among them Colonel Streight, are 
oa the road, but the path is hard. j j_ Brigadier-General 

3. W. Shaffer, Colonel and Chief of Staff 

Official Records, Series I, Vol. 33, page 559. 


From General Butler 

Fort Monroe, Va., February 1864 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War 
Twenty-six of the escaped prisoners have arrived within 
our lines up to to-uight. We have sent cavalry patrols up the 
Peninsula as far as the Chickahominy to pick up all we can. 
Have sent an army gunboat up the James and Chickahominy 
Rivers for the same purpose. 

Benj. F. Butler, Major-General, Commanding 

Official Records, Series I, Vol. 33, page 560. 


From Colonel J. W. Shaffer 

FLeadquarters, Fort Monroe, Va., February 14fh, 1864 

Brig. Gen. E. R. S. Canbt, War Department, 

Washington City 

General Butler went to New York to attend his brother’s 
burial, by permission of the Secretary of War. Will be back 
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to-morrow night or Tuesday morning. The routine of this 
department is conducted by the chiefs of the different branches 
of his staff. 

General Peck, being next senior officer in the department, 
and being at Newbern, N. C., could not, if ordered off, have 
reached here before General Butler’s return. Everything is 
perfectly quiet in the department. 

J. W. Shaffer, Colonel and Chiej of Staff 

Official Records, Series I, Vol. S3, Page 560. 


From General I. J. Wistar 

Yoektown, February 15, 1864 

Col. J. W. Shaffer, Chief of Staff 
Probably none of these prisoners recaptured had crossed 
the Chickahominy. Robertson’s cavalry and Holcomb’s 
Legion cavalry are both the other side of Chickahominy for 
that purpose, besides the infantry. There is no enemy this 
side, except Hume’s scouts, who keep off the main roads and 
know every path. My cavalry is out after the prisoners, and 
have been since they first came here. It must go by detach- 
ments, of com-se, having to come back for forage, of which the 
cormtry supplies none. If one-fourth the escaped prisoners 
get in it will surprise me, in the face of the regularly-organized 
and long-prepared plan to prevent it. Fifteen have already 

I. J. Wistar, Brigadier General 

War Rec,, No. 1, p. 566. 


From H. Hamlin to General Butler 

Wash. Feb. 15, 1864 

Dear Sir: We learn that you have been authorized to 
make proposal for the exchange of Brig. Genl. Neal Dow and 
others, for certain rebel officers. 

Allow us to say that any effort which you shall make will 
be regarded as a personal favor to us. And if you will read, 
seal, and forward the enclosed note to Genl. Dow you will 

oblige Yours truly, H. EL^mlin, L. M. Morrill 


Answer by General Butler 

Feb. 15/64 

Your note enclosed to Gen. Dow will be sent forward. 
Every effort will be made to procure his release. 


Yours truly, B. P. B. 
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From General Butler 

Office Commdr, of Exchange, Foet Moneoe, February \bih, 1864 

Mon. Robert Otjld, Agent of Exchange, Richmond, Va. 

Sir: It has been reported to me that Capt Edward E. 
Chase, 1st R. I. Cavalry, who was captured in Va. about eight 
months since, and until lately confined in Libby Prison, has 
been sent along with two other commissioned officers, by order 
of your authorities, to Salisbury, N. C., and sentenced to 
hard labor in the Penitentiary at that place, in retaliation (it 
is said) for the treatment of three Confederate officers in 
Missouri. 

I have therefore to request that you will at once inform me 
if such is the ease, and if it should prove true, that you will 
take the necessary steps to have this officer relieved from such 
indignities, as there are no Confederate officers in our hands 
subjected to similar treatment. I have the honor to be. 

Very respy. Yr. ohdt. sent., 

B. F. Butler, Major General Commdg. 

From General Butler 

Headquarters, Department Va., and N.C., Foet Moneoe, Feb. 15th, 1864 

Chas. A. Ratmond, Esq., Paymaster Gen’ls. Office 
Dear Sir: I have read your paper upon the subject of the 
Public Schools at Norfolk, and many of its suggestions strike 
me with great force. I am about mauguratmg some school 
system there, and would like your services. Please show this 
note to the Asst. Sec’y. of the War, Mr. Watson, and ask him 
for me that you be detailed to me for this purpose of organiz- 
ing a school system in my Department, where we are now 
spending a very considerable amount of money without much 
order, and I have no doubt that he will send you to me. I 
have the honor to be. 

Very respectfully, Yr. ohdt. sent., 

B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Commdg. 

From Colonel J. W. Shaffier 

Office Commdr. of Exchange, Foet Moneoe, Feb. 15th, 1864 

Brig. General G. Marston, Commdg. at Point Lookout 
General; A large number of our prisoners have escaped 
from Richmond, many of them have arrived here. We learn 
that a general delivery of the prison at Danville has taken 
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place. All this will encourage the Rebel prisoners in our hands 
to make like attempts to escape. 

The Commdg. General therefore directs that you be more 
vigilant, if possible, than ever, in guarding the prisoners in 
your hands. I have the honor to be. 

Very resfy., Yr. obdt. sent, 

J. W. Shaffee, Maj. & Chief of Staff 

From General Butler 

Hi. Qrs, Dept, of Fa. and N.C., Fortress Monroe, Feh. ISth, 1864 

Brig. Gen. L. Thomas, Adjutant General U. S. Army, 

Washington, D.C. 

Geneeal: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
a communication from your office of Feb. 13th, calling atten- 
tion to the following cases. 

First — Communications and enclosures addressed to Rear- 
Admiral Lee by Lieut. Commanding J. V. Gillis, in reference to 
seizure of a sloop having a pass from General Viele, while 
attempting to run the blockade. Referred March 25th, 1863. 

Second — Communication from Lord Lyons, relative to case 
of John D. Smith, who represents that although a British 
subject he is debarred from prosecuting his business as a 
merchant in Norfolk, Virginia, in consequence of his refusal 
to take the Oath of Allegiance to the United States, but who it 
is contended renounced his allegiance to his native country 
by having made an affirmation of fidelity to the Common- 
wealth of Virginia. Referred May 19th, 1863. 

Third — Note of Count Mercier, relative to the claim of 
Louis Aubry at Ferry Point, Va. 

Fourth — Communication from Lord Lyons, relative to the 
claim of Mr. Alexander Nicol, a British subject, for compen- 
sation on account of the pillage of his property by Federal 
Troops at Kingston, North Carolina. Referred June 11th, 
1863. 

In reply, permit me to state that a communication dated 
A. G. 0., Washington, Nov. SOth, 1868, in relation to the first 
three cases, was received Dec. 2nd, 1863, and returned with 
the following endorsements. 

December llth, 1863 

Respectfully returned. The only one of these papers re- 
ferred to within of which any record can be found on the 
books at the Head Quarters is the note of Count Mercier. I 
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enclose copy of the report of Gen, Barnes, showing disposition 

made of the same. ^ ^ ^ ^ i 

B. F. Butlee, Maj. Gen, Comdg. 


From General Butler 

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina, Foht Mon'KOB, February \Qth, 1864 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War 
Sir: Colonel McCreery, of IMichigan, one of our escaped 
prisoners, will hand you a despatch, and give you such 
information about our prisoners’ fare and treatment as will 
demonstrate the necessity of retaliation if I do not succeed 
in starting the exchange which I hope to do. 

Yours truly, Benj. F. Butler, 
Major-General, TJ. S. Volunteers 

P.S. Allow me to call your attention to an article in the 
Richmond Examiner sent herewith. 


Enclosure referred to in Foregoing Letter 

(From the Daily Examiner, Friday morning, Februajy 12, 1864) 

Some extremes of abasement there are to which our Gov- 
ernment will not degrade this Confederacy. For example, we 
shall be slow to believe that it would ever ask an ofiScer bear- 
ing a Confederate commission — let us say Judge Quid — to 
meet on terms of equality and to treat about exchange of 
prisoners with a negro colonel of a Massachusetts regiment. 
If President Lincoln should signify that he is ready to permit 
a new negotiation to be entered upon with a view to exchange, 
provided we send our commissioner to settle the terms with 
Frederick Douglass or with Colonel Pompey, on the part of 
the other belligerent, we presume that our Executive would 
decline. At any rate, our soldiers now in Northern prisons 
would feel bitterly humiliated by the thought of their freedom 
or captivity depending on such a negotiation. No; we do 
not believe that the Government of our country will ever 
bring us down to this. 

But the Legislature of Virginia is not of our opinion. There 
is no depth of degradation, it is said, that they are not willing 
and eager to plunge us into in “secret session.” No wonder 
it was in “secret session” that some person or persons, to us 
unknown, have moved and advocated, and carried through 
both houses of the Legislature, a resolution in the nature of 

VOL. Ill — 27 
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a petition to the President, requesting him to accept as Fed- 
eral agent of exchange, not even the mulatto Frederick, or 
the wretched runaway slave Pompey, but a person whom the 
President has officially proclaimed “a felon deserving of 
capital punishment,” “an outlaw or common enemy of man- 
kind,” “a criminal who, wherever he shall be caught, is to 
be executed by hanging.” Such is the language of the procla- 
mation of IMr. Davis, dated 23rd of December, 1862. 

And stiU another odious calumny hovers over and darkens 
this bad affair. It is given out that the President has almost 
invited the strange action of the Virginia Legislature. We 
hope that this is incredible. Here is a wretch not only de- 
nounced as a felon by our own Government, but blasted by 
the imanimous execration of the whole world, and even by all 
decent persons of his own nation, and the enemy’s Govern- 
ment, for that very reason, and with no other object than to 
bully us and humiliate us and compel us to eat dirt, demands 
that he and no other is the person we shall treat with in such 
a momentous affair. The Confederates themselves are to 
rehabilitate his character and be his vouchers and security 
as an honorable man. It is the most audacious and insolent 
attempt yet made to force us to acknowledge ourselves crimi- 
nals and rebels, who have not even the rights of . belligerents. 
And now we are to be told that the President has even signi- 
fied his wish to be requested to belie himself and contradict 
himself and acknowledge that he had committed an act of 
empty presumption, in denouncing so illustrious a “major- 
general” as a felon and enemy of the human race! 

Official Kecords, War of Rebellion, Series 2, Vol. VI, page 958. 

From, General Butler 

Vermont and Boston Telegraph Company, February 16tk, 1864f 

To Hon. E. M. Stanton 

I DESiEE leave to visit New York on private business. 

Benj. F. Butlee, Maj. Oenl. 

From General BuUer 

Ed, Qrs. Dept, of Va. and N.C., Forteess Monroe, Feib, 16tk, 1864 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War 

Sie: On the Flag of Truce boat which came in on the 27th 
of January I received the enclosed proposition from Commis- 
sioner OuM, in relation to the attendance by their own surgeons 
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of the prisoners who were sick on either side. That communi- 
cation was addressed to General Hitchcock, and of course 
ignored my appointment in the matter of exchange. As there 
has never been any complaint on the part of the Confederate 
prisoners of war in our hands that they have not received 
proper surgical and hospital treatment, and as no pretence has 
been raised by the Confederate authorities to that effect, and 
as on our side we have received less complaint of the treat- 
ment by the rebels of our prisoners in hospitals than elsewhere, 
and so, as I have occasion to know the treatment in the hos- 
pitals by the rebels of our soldiers, prisoners in their hands 
having been reasonably proper and sufficient, I was induced 
to look with some care for the motive which should require at 
this time, this proposition from Commissioner Quid. 

Acting under what I beheve to be your instructions, what- 
ever proposition looking to more than the ordinary routine 
of matters carried on by Flag of Truce would not have been 
received or acted upon. Of course, therefore, I did not for- 
ward it; but supposed that it had been properly addressed. 
It seemed to me that it was a proposition intended to put us 
in the condition of admitting that our treatment of their 
prisoners was similar, and required hke remedies to meet the 
case as their own, or, in other words, that we were to admit 
to the world that there was a necessity for them to send their 
surgeons to take care of their sick soldiers in our hands, an 
admission I would be very slow to make. 

The second part of the proposition, that these smgeons 
might act as Commissaries in delivering food, money, clothing, 
and medicines forwarded for the relief of the prisoners, not 
being accompanied by any offer to retract the order of rejection 
of all supplies furnished either by corporate bodies. Sanitary 
Commission, States, or the Government, and as Commis- 
sioner Quid has over and over again assured the Assistant 
Agent of Exchange that all private relief was duly forwarded 
for distribution, and as our own men and officers are now 
acting as Conunissaries of distribution in the rebel camps 
for such supplies as are in fact forwarded, there was another 
motive for this paper than that which appears upon its face. 

Again, this paper came to me at the same time with the 
information that the Virginia Legislature were discussing, 
and about passing, and as I am now informed, have passed, a 
Resolution requesting the Confederate authorities to recog- 
nize the Agent of Exchange appointed by the Government, 
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and knowing as I do that this action was taken by the Vir- 
ginia Legislature because of the pressure brought to bear upon 
them from the supposed ill-treatment which their prisoners 
would receive and were receiving at my hands, and taking also 
in connection with the fact that to relieve that pressure 
every newspaper in the Confederacy was publishing reports 
of how well the Confederate prisoners in our hands were 
treated, it seemed quite certain that this proposition was 
made: 

First. For the purpose of having this Government weaken 
its position in regard to sustaining the present Agent of Ex- 
change by adopting what on the first blush appeared to be a 
humane measure sent through other channels than through 
me, precisely as the Confederate authorities weakened their 
own position by refusing to negotiate with me, by having 
treated with me in regard to vaccine matter, while they repu- 
diate me as an Agent of Exchange. 

Secondly. For the purpose of getting an acknowledgment of 
the country and for use abroad, that because of my neglect of 
their soldiers in our hands there was some need that their 
own surgeons should be sent to them. 

Thirdly. To be able to answer the pressure which is now 
bearing upon them to have the exchange go on, by suggesting 
to their frightened brothers, sisters, fathers, and mothers, 
that the sick in our hands would now have the treatment of 
their own Confederate surgeons, and thereby relieve the Con- 
federate Government from the pressure to have the Exchange 
go on, and to recede from the position taken by them. 

Some further action should be had by Commissioner Quid 
on behaK of this Government in regard to the exchange, that 
this proposition shall not be even considered, because I know 
that its consideration will weaken the position of the Gov- 
ernment, and that if we can hold to the position taken by us, 
which is justified by the prisoners themselves in Richmond, 
and which justified itself to the world, that the infallible result 
will be that we shall get such terms as are honorable to us in 
this matter of exchange, as against the Confederates. 

If no action is based upon newspaper reports, and if news- 
paper men can be kept from interfering with the exchange 
for pmpose of their own self-glorification, I believe that within 
the week I shall have personal conference with the Confed- 
erate Commissioner upon all these subjects, and arrange most 
of them satisfactorily, provided nothing is done which shall 



LETTERS OF GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER 421 


■weaken the belief that unless exchange is effected the sternest 
and severest retaliation will be marked out. For I have no 
doubt that if that measure of retaliation which I suggested 
was now being carried out, instead of the first three hundred 
and fifty prisoners ha'vdng just arrived at Point Lookout after 
months delay, that the exchange would go forward in such 
manner as to give us every soldier, black and white, that they 
have in their hands. 

Upon the proposition as to surgeons, however, I will confer 
■with Commissioner Quid, and report further, and in the mean- 
time, I beg that no further action ■will be had by the 
Government. 

I wish further to add that I imderstand that Mr. Fulton’s 
statement in regard to his commimication "with Commissioner 
Quid must be taken ■with some grains of allowance. I have 


the honor to be 


Very respec^ully, Your obt. servi.. 


B. F. Butler, Afaj. Gen. Comdg. 


From General Butler 

Eeadquarters, Dept. Fa., and N.C., Foet Moneoe, Feh. Wh, 1864 

Eon. Robert Ould, Commr. of Exchange, Richmoistd, Va. 

Sir: Private Wm. J. Boyle, 1st Regt. N. Y. d. Rifles, was 
tried and con^victed for murder of the Acting Provost Marshal 
in October last. For humane motives the sentence was not 
executed. He made his escape by colluding with a sentinel 
about the 5th inst., and as we learn by the papers has reached 
Richmond. As this man is a murderer duly convicted, it is 
believed the Confederate Authorities will not desire to retain 
him, as a murderer is defined to be an enemy of all mankind. 

I am willing to offer to give you any private soldier we hold 
of yours in exchange for Boyle. 

I enclose General Orders No. 37, containing the record of 
Boyle’s trial and con-viction. I have the honor to be, 

V&ry respectfully, Yr. obit, sent., 

B. F. Butler, Major General Commanding 


From John Wilson to General Butler 

Confidential. Chicago, Fehy. IQth, 1864 

General: I pray you, excuse me, a stranger, in thus ad- 
dressing you; my motive is my apology. 

As preliminary, permit me to state that more than two 
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years ago I addressed a letter to a young friend in Orleans, 
suggesting that the admirable manner in which you managed 
affairs in Loxiisiana was conclusive that you were the man 
specially fitted to guide the Ship of State, after Mr. Lincoln’s 
term closed; and all subsequent experience has deepened that 
con\dction. The next five years will be the most important 
era in the history of our country. To reorganize the Govt., 
effectually crush out this infamous rebellion, root and branch, 
the pacification of discordant and conflicting elements conse- 
quent upon it, will require consummate wisdom, pure patriot- 
ism, and unyielding firmness; in fact, all the elements that 
were foxmd necessary to the formation of it at the close of our 
Revolutionary struggle, and perhaps in a higher degree. 

It is very apparent that Mr. Lincoln has not these elements, 
and that his rule will have been played out at the end of his 
present term, and therefore his re-election would be prejudi- 
cial to the best interests of our country, if not destructive to 
its liberty. 

With many of my fellow-citizens, and without prejudice to 
other prominent statesmen, I believe you have the necessary 
qualifications to guide the National affairs in any crisis, and 
therefore desire you as our Standard Bearer, in the approach- 
ing Presidential Campaign. The preferences of some gentle- 
men are for other distinguished men, and we have agreed to 
strive harmoniously for our respective candidate, leaving the 
determination of “the man” to a National Convention, if 
such a body can be obtained, uninfluenced by Executive 
obligations or dictations. Of course my hope is, and efforts 
are, and wiQ be, that you will be the candidate. 

These remarks are merely prefatory to the real object and 
intent of this letter. 

You have seen the movements of the Germans in New Jersey 
in your favor, and very little effort, I believe, will induce per- 
fect union and concert of action among them, throughout the 
country; and this, of course, will have a powerful influence, 
if not a conclusive effect on the nomination and election. 

Genl. Siegel is the idol of his countrymen; and his banish- 
ment has embittered vast masses of them against Mr. Lincoln. 
Those of them who are friendly to Mr. L’s re-election find this 
a serious objection, and will leave no measure imtried to have 
him placed in active service. Thus far, every effort made to 
that end has proved unsuccessful; and I beheve that it is a 
foregone conclusion, by the existiog powers, that he shall 
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remain in retiracy. A movement, however, by you, to effect 
this object, will bind the Germans to you by adamantine 
chains; and if it be perfectly proper on your part, and the best 
interests of our country will be secured, — or will not be preju- 
diced thereby, — I earnestly request that in the most public 
manner possible you ask the proper authorities to detail Genl. 
Siegel for active sendee, xmder your command, in your 
Department. 

If there is anything improper in this request, anything in 
any manner discourteous, I apologize most fully for it, and 
assure you such is not my intention. My only object is, at 
present, to secure to our coimtry the services of a brave and 
accomplished officer, who is certainly competent to do more 
than organize the gallant yeomanry of Pennsylvania; and, if 
possible, through this means, in the future, to elevate to the 
Presidency one who will be an honor to his country. 

Please acknowledge the receipt of this letter; and if you 
apply for Siegel’s transfer to your Department, advise me of 
it by telegraph, that it may at once be published. If you 
apply, simply please say “Your request compKed with,” giving 
the date. If the application is refused, say “Request complied 
with, — refused,” or “granted,” — as the case may be. My 
residence is No. 5, Park Row, Chicago, — my post-office box 
No. 3858. 

General, I assure you of the high consideration with which 


I subscribe myself. 


Your sincere friend, John Wilson 


P.S. Being a stranger to you, it is proper for me to say, that 
I was Commander of the U. S. Gen. Land Office under Fill- 
more & Pierce, & afterwards Commander of the Lands of the 
Bis. Centl. R. R. Compy. I refer you, also, to Senators Harlan, 
Grimes, Howe, Doohttle, Ramsay, Trumbull, Hendricks, Lane, 
Pomeray, or to Secys. Stanton, Welles, Chase, Usher, — P. M. 
Gen, Blair, or Atty. Genl. Bates. 


From C. S. Henry to General Butler 

Head Quarters Dist, Supt. Negro Affairs, Eastville, Va., Feb. 16, 1864 

General; On my return here I found your letter of the 
7th (with the enclosures) respecting the Special Treasury 
Agency, which you have procured to be assigned to me. 

I immediately wrote to Mr. Risley acknowledging the 
receipt of the appointment, and promising to do the best I 
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could in discharge of its duties. By the way, I perceive the 
appointment purports to be subject to the approval of the 
Secretary of the Treasury. No such approval is endorsed or 
attached to the commission sent. If it be necessary (it should 
be) I would thank you to let me know. 

I have had the pleasure to meet Major White and to deliver 
to him your note of introduction. I like him. He seems to 
me a man of energy, decision, and discretion. TVe have estab- 
lished an entente cordiaU which I trust will be somewhat 
more cordial than that between Napoleon III (?) and Queen 
Victoria. Further and more particular consideration and con- 
ference will enable us to determine how the Provost Marshal- 
ship and the Treasury Agency can be so conducted as to 
carry out your views. I should be glad to have a little more 
detailed information of the system adopted in regard to Nor- 
folk, to which you refer in your letter; and perhaps you will 
give it to Major White, who is on his way to your Head 
Quarters. 

With the highest consideration, I am. General, 

Most respectfvlly, Your oht. Sent, 

C. S. Henkt 


Answer by General Butler 

Stop all trade stores and permits to purchase. All special 
agencies save your own are, I believe, revoked in your District 
by the Treasury, and you are to take care of captured and 
abandoned property. The system established at Norfolk is a 
simple one, everybody can buy what they wish — everybody 
must have a permit to sell; no goods can be brought in or 
taken out of the District without a permit and one per cent 
tax. The indorsement of Mr. Chase is not necessary; if he 
does not approve he will cancel. 

Yours truly, B. F. B. 

From General Butler 

Headquarters, Department V a. and N.C,, Fobt Monroe, Feb. V7th, 1864 

Maj. Gen. John J. Peck, Commanding Dist. of No. Car. 

General: Send a Flag of Truce to the Rebel forces, and 
notify them that if the members of the North Carolina Regi- 
ment who have been captured are not treated as prisoners of 
war we shall have to enforce the strictest retaliation, and that 
I hold two Colonels, two Lieut. Colonels, two Majors, and 
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two Captains, as hostages for their safety. But say also to 
General Pickett, that I have refrained from putting these men 
in close confinement, because I do not believe the story that 
any harm is intended to the officers and men of the 2nd North 
Carolina Regiment. I have the honor to be. 

Very respectfully. Your obit, servt., 

B. F. Btjtlee, Maj, Gen. Commanding 

From General Butler 

Ed. Qrs. Dept. Va. and N.C., Fortress Monroe, Feh. 17th, 1864 

Col. Joseph Holt, Judge Advocate General, Washington 
Colonel: I send the case of Private Abrams, who is con- 
victed upon satisfactory evidence of having suffered Boyle 
the murderer to escape, knowing him to be a murderer, and 
knowing that an expedition was about to start for Richmond, 
and that it was Boyle’s intention to go within the enemy’s 
lines, where he gave the information that defeated our plans. 
May I ask the promptest possible revisaJ of the case, and that 
the President's attention may be called to it so that a prompt 
example may be made. A higher military crime cannot be 
conceived. I should have had him shot within twenty-four 
hours had it been within my power. I have the honor to be 
Very respectfully. Your obi. servt., 

B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 

From the Secretary of War 

War Department, Washington Cut, February V7tit, 1864 

Major General B. F. Butler, Comdg. Dept, of Va., and N.C. 

General: By direction of the Secretary of War, I have the 
honor to transmit herewith a copy of the Additional Regula- 
tions of the Treasury Department for trade with States de- 
clared in insurrection, dated January 26th, 1864, also a copy 
of an Additional Regulation, dated Feb. 2nd, 1864. I am, 
G"0I1©1*3)1. 

’ Very respectfully. Your obedient Servant, 

James A. Hardie, Asst. Adjt. General 

From Colonel J. W. Shafer 

Hdgrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina, February 18, 1864 

Brigadier-General Heckman, Getty’s Station 

We have been compelled to send Third New York Cavalry 
to North Carolina, leaving but two regiments on the Penin- 
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sula. I had hoped that you would be able to relieve Ledlie’s 
brigade when you received One hundred and eighteenth and 
One hundred and thirty-ninth (New York) Infantry and 
Fifth Pennsylvania Cavalry. If, however, you do not con- 
sider your position safe, we will try and send you part of 
another regiment of cavalry. 

J. W. Shaffer, Colonel and Chief of Stajf 

War Eec., No. 1, p. 572. 


From General Butler 

Head-Quarters 18th Army CorpSy Department of Virginia and North Carolinay 

Fortress Monroe, Feb. 19 tky 1864 

Eon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War 

Sie: Upon the matter of the Declaration of Exchange of 
prisoners, I have the honor to report that following what I 
believed to be the ordinary routine of the business of exchange, 
and in order that the equivalent of our men might be put 
into the field to meet those received from us by the Confed- 
erates, I made the Declaration of Exchange. It is in “ipsis- 
simis verbis” so far as applicable, with the other Declarations 
of Exchange heretofore made, copies of some of which I here- 
unto annex in proof of this assertion. This Declaration, it 
win be observed, only affects those men actually delivered 
at City Point. 

The Confederate Commissioner, acting as I believe under 
the exact provisions of the cartel, has declared exchanged 
those who have been delivered to him up to the first of Jan- 
uary, as will appear by the paper hereto annexed. 

I could, and can see no reason why we should not declare 
those so delivered, exchanged. I am unable to see any hidden 
secret or malign influence that it can have upon any pending 
question. I am unable to find a single good reason against it. 
I find it exceedingly difficult to argue a question where there 
seems to be but one side. When in my former note to the Hon- 
orable Secretary of War I spoke of seven hundred and fifty 
men, I spoke of the number of individuals and not of the 
number reduced to privates, and the letter of Maj. Gen. 
Hitchcock, which would seem to contravene that number, is 
not too ingenuous. The objection made in that letter that 
“the Declaration would have admitted defence if you had 
extended it to a number precisely corresponding to the number 
delivered by yourself, according to the 5th article of the cartel, 
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supposing that instrument operative,” is exactlj*- met by the 
case in hand, because since the last Declaration of Exchange 
only Special Exchanges have been made by delivery at City 
Point, of man for man, equivalent for equivalent, so that when 
the Declaration of Exchange states that all who have been 
delivered at City Point up to a given time, since the last 
Declaration of Exchange, it is saying the precise number which 
have been exchanged. 

To the statement in the letter of General Hitchcock, that 
“the Declaration should have set out the grounds of it,” I 
answer the universal practice of the office has been not to do 
so, and this would seem to be a hyper criticism on his part, 
because I made the Declaration, and not himself, as it is made 
precisely as he makes such declarations. 

Again, it is said that “a proper list should have been fur- 
nished of those declared to be exchanged, for announcement 
from the Adjt. Genl.’s Office for the information of all con- 
cerned, and Mr. Ould should have been furnished a list of 
those delivered to him.” To that, I answer that such lists 
have not been announced heretofore, and such has not been 
the practice (See Gen. Orders No. 134, Series 1862, and 
Nos. 10, 117 and 167, Series 1863). And as to the delivery of 
a list to Mr. Ould, I answer that it has been done, and no 
man has been delivered to him without a list, and he knows 
who has been delivered to him without any telling him a second 
time, and he makes no objection on that account. 

As to making the “announcement by a list, for the infor- 
mation of all concerned,” if that means the officers and men 
who would be returned to duty because of the Declaration of 
Exchange, each one of those will be likely to remember what 
time he escaped from Libby Prison, and Belle Isle, and each 
one of those will know whether he was delivered at City 
Point, and when. Therefore the announcement of the day, 
prior to which all who have been delivered were exchanged, is 
sufficient. 

I pray the Secretary to examine, as covering this whole 
matter, my Declaration of Exchange, and the copies of the 
General Orders heretofore annexed. I have the honor to be, 
Verp respectfully, Your obedieni servant, 

Benj. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comd’g. 
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From General E. M. Canby to General Butler 

War Department, Washington City, February l^th, 1864 

Gexeral: Tlie Secretary of War instructs me to transmit 
you the enclosed copy of a letter of the 18th instant, received 
from the Secretary of the Navy, informing him of the seizure 
by the Revenue Steamer “Hercules” of the schooner “Ann 
Hamilton,” having contraband articles on board, not named in 
her manifest, furnished with a pass from you and the Assistant 
Secretary of the Treasury, to enter the Great Wicomisco; 
and to advise you that complaints have reached this Depart- 
ment of other vessels under permits granted by you, which 
have been engaged in contraband trade. 

Very Resfectfully, Your obt. Servant, 

Edwaed M. Canby, Brig. Gen. A.A.G. 

Enclosures referred to in Foregoing Letter 

Navy Department, February I7th, 1864 [Not in chronological order] 

Hon. E. M. Stanton 

Seb: Referring to my letter of the 18th instant, I have the 
honor to inform you that the schooner “Ann Hamilton,” 
mentioned in the letter of the Provost Marshal General of 
Maryland, therewith enclosed, has been seized at Point Look- 
out, by the Revenue steamer “Hercules” and U. S. schooner 
“Wm. Bacon,” and sent to Washington as a lawful prize. 
The schooner had a pass from Major General Butler and the 
Assistant Secretary of the Treasury, to enter the Great Wico- 
misco, at this very time in possession of the rebel cavalry. She 
had on board 50 sacks of salt, four boxes concentrated lye, and 
$15,299.50 in Southern money, not entered on her manifest. 

Very resfectfully, etc., 

Gideon Welles, Secy, of the Navy 


Navy Department, Washington, Feby, 18, 1864 
[Not in chronological order] 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, Sec. of War 
Sie: I had the honor to inform you yesterday of the seizure 
of the schooner “Ann Hamilton,” at Point lA)okout — that 
vessel being then on the way from Baltimore to the Great 
Wicomisco, under a permit from General Butler, for purposes 
of traffic. 

Genl. Butler has, it seems, given similar permits for similar 
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purposes of trade in other parts of the insurrectionary region 
under blockade and unopened by Proclamation. One of these 
was given to the steamer “Princeton” on the 11th inst., to 
proceed through the canals and the waters of Albemarle 
Soimd and Chowan and Roanoke rivers, for the purpose of 
getting in exchange for family supplies the products of the 
adjacent coimtry. I herewith enclose a copy of the permit, 
in which it is stated it is given in accordance with certain 
additional Regulations for Commercial Intercourse with and 
in States declared in insurrection. 

Acting Rear Admiral Lee very properly declined to pass 
the steamer through the blockade lines, or at least suspended 
action until the Xai-y Department could be communicated 
with. I approved his course in the matter, and instructed him 
that vessels could not pass beyond the lines of blockade for 
trafiBc, or to interchange commodities, as the additional Regu- 
lations referred to were not understood to authorize permits 
to be given for that purpose. 

The rules of blockade cannot be set aside or disregarded in 
the desire to promote trade and intercourse. We cannot 
extend privileges to our own citizens to traffic within the lines 
of blockade, and deny them to citizens of other countries. 

The “Princeton” seems to be a similar case to that of the 
“Ann Hamilton,” excepting that there appears to have been 
a disposition to abuse by the latter vessel, the privilege pro- 
posed to be extended to the owners, by carrying cargo not 
enumerated in the manifest, also upwards of $15,000, in 


Southern funds. 


Very respectfully, etc., 


Gideon Welles, Secty. of Navy 


From General Butler 

Feb. 23, 1864 [Not in chronological order] 

Eon. E. M. Stanton, Sec. of War 
I HAVE received from the Asst. Sec’y- of War, Mr. Dana, 
copies of the papers in relation to the schooner “Ann Hamil- 
ton,” and forwarded to him a detailed report of my acts in 
that behalf, and also a duplicate to the Sec’y of the Navy, 
because I desire it understood that there was nothing done m 
regard to this vessel or any other that was not in accordance 
with what I believe to be sound policy, and which I see has 
been substantially adopted by the Treasury Department in 
the New Regulations which have just reached me officially 
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from the War Department. If the Sec’y will do me the favor 
to read the report to Mr. Dana, a copy of which with the 
papers is annexed, he will observe that every safeguard pos- 
sible was thrown aroimd the permit, that a bond of $20,000 
was taken that nothing should be done that could by any 
possibility injiire the United States, and that the cargo was 
limited to those things which could not benefit the armies of 
the Confederate States, and that no money was foxmd on board 
except Southern money, the keeping of which in circulation in 
Northern States I have yet to learn is not a benefit to the 
Confederate States. Indeed, if I could I would send every 
dollar of it. Confederate and Bank note, into the Confederate 
States without any return. Much more if I could get corn and 
pork for it. In my report to the Asst. Secy. I have asked for 
directions as to the policy to be pursued hereafter, and I need 
not say that it has only to be indicated to be strictly followed. 
But it is to be remarked that unless either family supplies or 
Southern money is sent into the Confederate States, it will be 
impossible to get cotton or any other product out of the Con- 
federate States within the meaning of the Treasury Regula- 
tions Sec. 51-54. That to get such products out is desirable 
seems to be determined by the Treasury Regulations, and if 
it were not, the law just passed by the Confederate Congress 
prohibiting all exporting of cotton, tobacco, turpentine, and 
other products, under the severest penalties, would show that 
they regard such exporting as injurious in the highest degree, 
and that they mean to hold these products as a basis for their 
currency, and as a means of supplying munitions of war, and 
not have them dissipated in supplying the needs of their citi- 
zens. The last clause of Gen. Canby’s letter is “that com- 
plaints have reached this Dept, of other vessels under permits 
granted by you which have been engaged in contraband 
trade.” I desire to answer that I have given but a single 
other permit to any vessel, and that to the steam propeller 
“Princeton,” which now lies in Norfolk harbor awaiting the 
action of the Sec’y of the Navy and Treasury upon the ques- 
tion whether she shall sail; so that no vessel under my permit, 
except the “Hamilton” whose case I have just discussed, and 
the “Princeton” which never has left Norfolk or sold a dollar’s 
worth of goods, have received any permit from me. That com- 
plaints will be made is most true, and I have only to request 
the Dept, that when any such complaints are made they will 
be forwarded for a report, with the assurance that all action 
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can be justified in intention however erroneous it may be in 


judgment. 


Benj. F. BetIiER, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 


From General Butler 

Ed, Qrs. Dept, of Va. and N.C., Fobt Monboe, Feb. I9th, 1864 

Eon. G. V. Fox, Asst. Secretary of the Navy 

Seb: I have had the honor to make a report to the Assistant 
Secretary of War, C. A. Dana, which I duplicate for your 
information, in relation to the schooner “Ann Hamilton” and 
her permit to trade in the Counties of Lancaster and North- 
umberland and the Little Wicomisco River. A brief history of 
the transaction is this. A gentleman of undoubted loyalty 
and of high character for probity stated to me that there 
was a quantity of corn and other products of the country in 
the Counties of Northumberland and Lancaster between the 
Potomac River and the Rappahannock and near the Jfirst, that 
some of it was already the property of loyal men, who had 
been driven from there. Others the property of peaceable 
citizens there; that there was considerable distress in that 
part of Virginia for want of ordinary family supplies, that it 
was substantially neutral ground, although at that time it 
might be considered within our lines, but not occupied by 
either party permanently, save as raids were made into it, and 
such things carried off [as] were supposed to benefit the raiders 
on either side; that as the Rebels were depending upon this 
portion of Virginia for supplies, it might benefit the Govern- 
ment to have the provisions which would supply their army 
taken away, even by substituting such things as could not 
facilitate Army supplies. 

He presented me satisfactory permits for this purpose and 
endorsements from the Treasury Department. Yielding to the 
views thus expressed, and believing it would be best to get out 
such provisions in every way, and determined to ascertain if 
that Peninsula was occupied by the enemy, I sent an expedi- 
tion there imder the command of General Marston, who de- 
stroyed or brought away all the stores that seemed to belong 
to the Government. But that expedition found no force 
there, and of course allowed a large amount of provisions to 
remain in the hands of private citizens. I then granted the 
permit, a copy of which is hereto annexed, to Mr. Hopkins, 
permitting him to take not exceeding ten thousand dollars’ 
worth of such goods as might be of use to families, and could 
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be of no substantial benefit to an Army, upon bis giving bonds 
in the sum of twenty thousand dollars, that not more than 
fifty dollars worth of those should be sold to any one person 
within any thirty days, so that this should be a mere matter 
of family supply, and that he might bring out corn and other 
products of the country, paying for them with Southern money 
only, supposing that the more the Rebels had of that currency, 
the worse they would be off. I guarded the permits, as you 
will see, in every way possible. I made it for the interest of 
all parties that the business should be properly conducted. 
Whether this transaction would have any effect upon the 
blockade did not escape my attention, but supposed and still 
suppose [the blockade] could and would apply only to such parts 
as would, could, or should be or ever had been entered by for- 
eign vessel, and I felt quite clear in my mind that Little Wi- 
comisco River and the branches of those counties were not such 
ports of foreign entry. I supposed the Potomac Flotilla was 
only to prevent the smuggling of goods into the Confederacy 
to aid them, and not with any reference to a foreign blockade, 
indeed that portion of the Potomac River [is not] within the 
President’s Proclamation of Blockade as I understand it. 

I believe Mr. Hopkins employed one Miles as his Agent to 
go there, because of his knowledge of that country, and, I 
suppose, independently of the question of his supposed loyalty. 
A very proper selection if he knew the coxmtry well, and was 
not supposed to be too loyal, because I doubt if either you 
or I went there to trade, and annoimced ourselves, we should 
meet with the greatest courtesy or highest success. Indeed, 
if I had occasion to make a negotiation in the infernal regions, 
I should not employ a saint as an ambassador. But I believed 
and still believe that it was so for Hopkins’ and Miles ’ interest 
not to defraud the Government, that they were so far hedged 
in by bonds and penalty, and that it was so much to their 
interest to behave well, that there was no danger that the 
Government would come to harm in the transaction, but rather 
would be benefitted, and the Rebels injured. The matter was 
being carried out in the utmost good faith, as I believe, when a 
certain Stephen B. Taylor of Baltimore, who knew nothing of 
the safeguards or checks thrown around the transaction or its 
purposes or objects, put a publication in the newspapers, 
concerning it, being urged thereto, as I am informed and believe 
by personal hostility to Hopkins, to whom he is a large debtor, 
and takes this manner of cancelling his obligations. There- 
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upon one McPhail, who I believe signs himself as Provost 
Marshal of Maryland, made certain allegations against Miles, 
all of which may or may not be true. They do not affect the 
transaction, as Miles is but the Agent, and since objection 
has been made to him, all parties interested have offered to 
withdraw him now, upon the vessel going to the mouth of the 
Wicomisco. Having due clearance from Baltimore, she was 
seized by Commodore Parker and sent up to Washington for 
confiscation. If anything can be found on her not on her mani- 
fest, or any evidence of ill-faith or wrong intentions or acts 
other than is stated in the permit, I should be very glad that 
she would be confiscated, and would have every party con- 
nected with her pimished. But if nothing can be found except 
what is in her permit, in good faith and according to the 
enterprize she is on, I think it quite unjust that she should be 
detained and her owners put to expense. In such case it is 
certain that the vessel should be discharged and turned over 
again to her owners. Whether the enterprize shall be permitted 
to go on depends upon what is the policy of the Government in 
this behalf. 

Upon this subject I desire specific instructions. If the Gov- 
ernment desires the Rebels to retain aU their resources, I will 
carry out that policy. If it is desired that according to my 
best judgment their resources should be got away from them, I 
will try and do that. But if every meddling puppy who chooses 
to write newspaper articles is allowed to interfere with my 
acts in my Department, I can do nothing. I find that New 
Treasury Regulations from 61 to 5J^ have just been published, 
in which it is claimed that it is desirable that aU the products 
and stores in the Rebel States which can be got out into the loyal 
States under certain restrictions shall be, and various provi- 
sions are therein made for such action, and Commanders of 
Military Departments are requested to aid the Treasury owners 
of such property in that behalf. I have tried so to do. Is that 
desirable? Axe the means, modes, and methods of this to be 
put to my discretion? Axe the Agents that I employ to be 
subject not to any scrutiny of their acts, for that is expected, 
but to the interference of those without authority. I wish to 
profess the most thorough willingness to take any course 
with these matters that is desired, only, when a course is taken, 
I desire to be let alone. There is another question to which I 
wish to call attention, and that is whether the blockade applies, 
so far as foreign Governments are concerned, to the inland 

VOL. Ill — ^28 
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■waters of Albemarle, Pamlico, Cr oaten, RoanoJce, and Cumtuch 
Sounds, to the river running into them, no foreign trade ever 
ha-ving been carried on within these Sounds; or whether they 
are to be considered as inland waters to be guarded for revenue 
purposes, and to prevent smuggling to the enemy, but not in 
reference to the international rights arising out of the blockade. 
It is diflScult for me to see what right any foreign nation has 
to interfere ■with the trade which might spring up between the 
loyal inhabitants on Roanoke Island and the loyal inhabitants 
in Tyrell County, North Carolina, or how any international 
questions of a blockade can arise because of that trade. I 
have further to say that I shall allow no more permits for any 
body to do anything in the way of trade outside of my picket 
lines without they bring me an order from the Secretary of 
War, the Secretary of the Navy, and the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, so that I may be certain that all three of these Depart- 
ments have agreed as touching that thing, and that neither 
•will interfere to stop the enterprize before it is concluded. 

Awaiting instructions as to what is the policy to be pursued, 
I have the honor to be 

Very respee^ully, Your obt. servt, 

B. F. Butlee, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 


From General Butler 

Ed. Qrs. Dept. Va. and N.C., Foeteess Moneob, Feb. 19ih, 1864 

Eon. William Whiting, Solicitor of War Department, 
Washington, D.C. 

D ear Snt: Can there be any doubt that in an exclusively 
military district, where there is no pretence of any civil author- 
ity within a garrison, that cases of civil rights necessarily 
arising must be heard and determined by the Commanding 
General, acting usually of comse through his Staf Officers, 
who hold Provost Court? I ■wish you would give me your 
opinion upon this subject, as it seems I ought not to sit quietly 
by and see one man in Fort Monroe swindle another out of 
large amounts of money without in some way interfering, 
because the wrong is done by device instead of force. I have 

the honor to be, i j* j ^ 

’ Your obedvent servant, 

B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 
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From General Butler 

Headquarters, Dept. Va. and N.C., Foht Monboe, Feb. iOfh, 1864 

Col. W. Commissary General of Prisoners 

Colonel: Your letter of the 15th inst., in regard to fumish- 
ing boxes of eatables and clothing to prisoners is received. In 
the course of the negotiations for the supplying of comforts 
to our prisoners this state of facts has obtained. 

First. That the Rebel Authorities receive all provisions 
from whatever source sent to the prisoners. Then, because 
of accusations of the late Commr. of Exchange, Gen. Meredith 
published in the newspapers that these provisions were em- 
bezzled for sustenance for Gen. Lee’s Army, they refused to 
receive any boxes, either from our Government or from State 
Governments. 

Then, because the Sanitary Commission and various benevo- 
lent indixdduals indulged their patriotism by labelling their 
boxes, “To our starving Soldiers in Richmond,” “To our 
brave defenders in Libby Prison,” the Rebel Authorities refused 
to receive all boxes sent to our prisoners. At my intercession, 
however, Mr. Quid, the Confederate Commissioner, then agreed 
to receive boxes from private sources, i. e., from the friends 
and families of our prisoners. But after the five himdred 
prisoners were exchanged from Point Lookout, and reported 
that by your order boxes of provisions and clothing were not 
delivered to Confederate Prisoners there, Mr. Quid refused, 
owing to a cry arising in the newspapers at Richmond, that 
he was furnishing our prisoners with their boxes, while the 
Confederate prisoners were deprived of their boxes, to permit 
any boxes to be sent to our men under his charge, unless I 
would assure him that the Confederate prisoners under my 
charge received their boxes. As I had long since been taught 
the rule, “Do as you would be done by,” this seemed to me 
eminently just, and I therefore gave an Order to General 
Marston that the boxes containing nothing contraband or 
hurtful, sent from private sources, might be delivered to the 
prisoners, and informed Mr. Quid by the last Flag of Truce 
boat of that fact, and received his assurance, through the Asst. 
Agent of Exchange, that the boxes sent by the friends of our 
prisoners should be delivered to them. 

I agree fully that the delivery of packages to prisoners causes 
the commander of camps a great deal of trouble. The question 
certainly gives me a great deal of trouble, but I undergo that 
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trouble cheerfully, and would if it were twice as much, in order 
that our prisoners may get even smaller alleviations for their 
sufferings than those which they receive from their friends. 

I have conversed with many of our prisoners on this subject, 
and they say that many of the boxes received from their friends 
have been almost a source of support to them, and they were 
complaining loudly of the Confederate Government because 
that source of supply had of late been substantially cut off. 

The last number of prisoners that escaped left on Monday, 
and the assurance that Mr. Quid sent me was given on the 
same day, and they had not heard of the resumption of the 
delivery of packages; but they have no doubt it has been 
resumed. I agree with you fully that the Rebel prisoners in 
our hands are abundantly fed, but I suppose that when you 
and I were at school we were abundantly fed, and our stewards 
at that time hardly thought it an imputation upon their 
feeding because we received boxes of sweetmeats and cakes 
from home. Pardon me, but I look upon this matter, so far 
as the Rebel Prisoners are concerned, pretty much in the same 
light. But with our soldiers in their hands, it is a matter, as 
I am instructed, of almost entire subsistence. 

In the meantime, therefore, I desire to have, and shall 
have the delivery of packages made in accordance with the 
views herein contained, unless specially directed to the con- 
trary by the Secretary of War, for I cannot ask the Confed- 
erate Commissioners to deliver boxes to prisoners from their 
friends while I refuse to deliver the boxes from their 
friends to their prisoners. Whenever the time comes for our 
Government to retaliate upon these men for the wrongs done 
to our prisoners, I assure you it shall be done in a much 
more explicit and telling manner than by withholding boxes 
and provisions from their prisoners sent them by their friends. 
In the meantime, I do not permit anything to come from the 
Confederate Government, or from State Governments of the 
Confederacy, for the support of their prisoners, for that 
would be an imphcit admission that we were not supporting 
them sufficiently. 

And, therefore, when Governor Vance, of North Carolina, 
forwarded through Commissioner Quid a draft for nine thou- 
sand dollars, in favor of the Governor of New York, to be by 
the Governor of New York expended for the benefit of North 
Carolina prisoners in our hands, I obtained such draft, and still 
do retain it, and have notified ifefr. Ovdd, unofficially, and shall 
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hereafter inform him officially if such relations ever exist be- 
tween us, that the United States does not select the Governor 
of any State to take care of its prisoners of war, or allow any- 
one else to so select any one of them, however much they may 
respect such officers, in their appropriate sphere, and that if 
Governor Vance, or the Governor of any other State, desires 
to have money expended for the benefit of prisoners, that if 
the same privilege is given ours we shall have no objection to 
such expenditure, provided it is done through the Agents of 
the United States Government, and not through any corre- 
spondence between the Governors of States. 

I would also call your attention to what I think will be neces- 
sary to be done further in this direction, to wit: that the Con- 
federate prisoners be allowed to purchase such things as they 
may desire to wear, eat, or drink, intoxicating liquors alone 
excepted, with their own money or that furnished them by 
their friends. And I would like to have your views upon this 
subject. 

I also desire to ask your attention to these views, because 
if they influence your judgment as they have mine, I trust we 
shall make a uniform order to all the prisoners held by me, 
that they shall be allowed to receive boxes from their friends, 
and buy with their own money a reasonable amount of things 
which they may need. Awaiting an interchange of views, I 

Very respectfully, Yr. obdt. servant, 

B. F. Btttlee, Major General & Commr. of Exchange 

From General Butler 

Qrs. Dept, of Va. and N.C., Foetbess Moneoe, Feb. ^h, 1864t 

Hon. G. V. Fox, Assistant See. of the Navy 

I SUPPOSE it would be etiquette for me to address the Sec- 
retary of War, and thence have him address you upon the sub- 
ject of this communication, and did I not know that you have 
the good of the service at heart, and would see the matter the 
same as myself, I should do so. I sent the steamer “Express,” 
an armed Government transport under charge of Capt. Clapp, a 
very judicious officer, whom I propose to make a Field Officer, 
to recruit for my Colored Regiments. He landed at Piney 
Point, where his steamer was seized and detained for some days 
until the negroes could all be hidden by the acting master of 
the steamer “Sophronia,” one of the Potomac Flotilla and his 
recruiting officers, insulted by a Mr. Massett, one of the officers 
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of the “Sophronia” and also by one Provost who was an 
acting master in the “Anacosta.” This last man attempted to 
discourage enlistments, and the “Express” was delayed until 
a large portion of the object of the expedition was frustrated, 
and from the conduct of the officers the object is apparent. 
I do not understand why the officers of the Navy should be 
allowed, upon any pretense whatever, and especially inferior 
officers of the Navy, for none of the superior officers do it, 
to interfere with the United States transport commanded by a 
United States Army officer, the superior of the officer inter- 
fering. Were it not that I have endeavored to cultivate, with 
every officer of the Navy, the same kindly relations that I 
should hold towards yourself, and perhaps partly because of 
those relations, I should be inclined to try strength between 
one of my armed transports and these Commanders, and let the 
responsibility come where it would. 

I pray you examine carefully these reports, and then have 
these officers disciplined. 

The recruits that I was endeavoring to get were for the 
Colored Cavalry, whose efficiency and usefulness you yourself 
saw. 

I shall not trouble you with those citizens of St. Mary’s 
County that interfered with my recruiting officer. I will give 
them a lesson which shall be quite sufficient, but while I 
punish the citizens, I pray you to see to it the Navy officers 
who encouraged them to interfere shall be also punished, and 
I wish further that you would give orders to the Naval Com- 
manders never to interfere with any Army boat that has one 
of my commissioned officers aboard of it. I am responsible for 
him and his acts, and I cannot allow any inferior officer to 
judge over my head, and allow my expeditions wherever they 
may be sent to be interfered with by Naval officers. It is these 
interferences of petty officers, without sense and a little au- 
thority, which created the animosity which I have found exist- 
ing between the Army and Navy in this Department, and which 
I have endeavored to correct, and in doing which, I desire 
your aid. 

Between myself and Admiral Lee those difficulties cannot 
exist. He knows his rights and duties and I know mine, and 
we have po trouble; but it is the under officers, particularly 
of the Potomac Flotilla, that need discipline. They have lain 
dormant so long in the River near the Maryland shore that 
they have caught the tone of the Maryland Secessionist, if 
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they were ever loyal, which these specimens were not. I 
should be very glad to be informed what course has been 
pursued towards these officers of whom I complain. I have 

the honor to be, respectfully, Your obt. servt., 

B. F. Butlee, Maf Gen. Comdg. 

Reports referred, to in Foregoing Letter 

PiXET Point, Mabyland, February 15tk, 1864 
[Not in chronological order] 

D. E. Clapp, Captain and Recruiting Officer 
Sir: I have the honor to report that on Monday, Feb. 
15th, 1864, 1 came on board the IJ. States steamer “Express,” 
then lying at the wharf at Piney Point, St. Mary’s County, 
Maryland, with a number of colored recruits. There were then 
on board several citizens for the purpose of getting certificates 
for the colored men, and while I was in conversation with 
them several Naval officers came on board, and one of them, 
Mr. Massett, Master’s Mate on board the U. S. Schooner 
“Sophronia,” of the Potomac Flotilla, turned to a colored man 
standing near and asked him it he had enlisted (or was going 
to be a soldier). He said, “Yes, sir.” He then asked him 
about these others, calling them by name, to know if they 
were going also. I did not hear the answer. He, Massett, 
then said, “What in hell did you leave your master for, as good 
a one as you had? If I was in battle I would like to have all 
four of you in a row for breastwork. You are not worth a 
damn for soldiers, but would make a good breastwork to stop 
bullets. My advice for you is to go back, as you have a first- 
rate master. Wkat do you say?” The colored man replied, 
“No, sir, I guess not.” 

He, Massett, then said, “If I were in your master’s place, if 
any of you ever came back I would shoot you.” He also made 
remarks imbecoming an officer or a gentleman in reference to 
those engaged in recruiting, and used other insulting language 
towards the colors! recruits as he passed off the steamer. I 

am. Captain, Respectfully Yours, 

Nathaniel H. Green, Lt. 1st Va. Col. Troops 
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V,S. Schooner Sopheonta, Off Point Piney, Maryland, Feh. IQth, 1864 

[Not in chronological order] 

{Capt. Clapp) 

Sib: Yours of the date (16) is received. In reply to which I 
am compelled to say that I cannot permit your steamer (the 
“Express”) or any one belonging to her to leave this anchor- 
age until I am instructed so to do by the Commanding Officer 
of the Potomac Flotilla, whom I have notified of the matter in 

question. Very respectfully. Your obt. servant, 

James Tatloe, Actg. Master Comdg. 
U.S.S. “ Sophronia,” Potomac Flotilla 


From Captain G. P. Edgar to General Butler 

Head Quarters^ Dept, of Va. and North Carolina, Fort Monroe, Feh, 20, 1864 

Geneeal: I have the honor of enclosing a letter from Major 
General Lew Wallace, which explains itself. Also please 
notice a letter of his to Chicago, and an account of the “Siege 
of Cincinnati” from the Atlantic Monthly. These papers show 
more clearly than I could by many words the character of a 
beloved and faithful friend, and, in my humble judgment, as 
able a General as the Western Campaigns have yet developed. 

I am. General, respectfully, Your obdt. Servant, 

Geoege P. Edgae, Capt. and A.D.C. 

Enclosure referred to in Foregoing Letter 

Cranfordsville, Feh. 1864 [Not in chronological order] 

Capt. S. P. Edgae 

Deae Sib: Yours of the 1st at hand. Came back from 
Indianapolis this morning, and found it waiting me, hence the 
delay in answering. 

I am sincerely obhged to you for the interest you manifest 
in my affairs. 

As to the place mentioned. Chief of Staff, of course I would 
accept it, and be grateful. But as Gen. Butler would have to 
make application in my behalf, honor requires me to inform 
hi m of my status at Head Quarters. You will, therefore, 
please submit to him the following extract from a letter of 
2nd January, addressed to a friend by Mr. Speaker Colfax. 

“I had a talk with the Secretary of War a few weeks ago 
about Gen. Wallace. He said he was willing to give him a 
command, but HaUeck and Grant dissented, — why, he did 
not state.” 
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You will also say to the General that, by letter lately received 
from Senator Lane, I have information that Gen. Halleck 
denounced me to the President as incompetent, in consequence 
of which the latter declines giving me a command. 

From these statements, frankly made, Gen. Butler can con- 
clude what opposition is likely to arise to his application: if 
he is yet disposed to make it, and succeeds, I will willingly sub- 
ordinate myself to him, and serve him with whatever zeal and 
ability I possess. 

As to the negroes, say to him that under no circumstances 
shall mere personal pride stop me from rendering every service 

in my power. Very truly, Your friend. 

Lew Wallace, Maj. Gen. 

From General Butler 

Hdqrs> Dept Virginia and North Carolina, Foet Moneoe, February 20, 1864 

Maj. Gen. Jobn J. Peck, Nokth Cakoltna 

General: I hav^e received the inclosed from Admiral Lee. 
Of course, if you desire to sink the light boats for obstructions 
in the river, sink them, because I do (not) mean to cripple 
you or to interfere with your judgment as to means of defense; 
but I believe Plymouth is as safe as Fortress Monroe, provided 
you keep from being siuprised. I don’t believe in the iron- 
clad arrangement, and if you cannot deal with her from the 
point we visited together with your 200-pounder Parrott I 
shall be very much surprised. I do not think your danger, if 
any, lies there. The possibility of capture lies in this, or at 
least this is the way I should undertake to capture Plymouth 
if I had that iron-clad and was at Halifax: I should get plenty 
of barges and launches and come floating silently down in the 
night, land just above your obstructions, and seize your fort, 
with the 200-pounder Parrott, before your sleepy sentinel woke 
up, and then bring down my iron-clad, keeping your navy 
below by means of your fort and Parrott. 

At Halifax, the rebels are preparing a sort of naval flotilla 
of barges, and I (have) no doubt for this purpose. “Fore- 
warned, fore-armed.” I would suggest one of your smallest and 
quickest steamboats above the obstructions far enough to give 
the alarm, with a wide-awake man on board. I have the honor 

Very respectfully. Your obedient servant, 

Benj. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 


War Rec. No. 1, p. 580, 
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From Charles R. Train to General Butler 

Frajmingham, Feh. 1864 

My deae Sie: I owe you an apology for the abrupt manner 
in which I took my departure from your military family. 
Compelled to return from the South by way of New York, I 
was intending to return to Fortress Monroe, and explain to 
you why I could not remain, but your own arrival in New 
York, and the state of my health, determined me to return 
home, as I did not at that time wish to intrude upon you. 
My declination was based upon reasons purely domestic, but 
which could not be overcome. For your kindness in extending 
me the invitation, and while with you at Fortress Monroe, I 
shall ever be profoundly grateful. I did not find affairs in 
Gen. Gilmore’s Department as prosperous as I had anticipated. 
The siege of Charleston will be productive of no useful results, 
while one and fifty millions of dollars and many lives have 
been expended, a costly mode of enforcing a blockade. The 
quarrels between him and his officers are interminable, and 
may continue, for aught I see, imtil every volunteer officer is 
driven out of his department. 

Brigadier General Gordon would, I think, be very glad to 
exchange his position there to a command in your department. 
I believe him to be a most faithful and efficient officer. 

The community here are much annoyed as you were 
chagrined at the failure of the Richmond expedition. It is 
conceded to have been the best timed and planned of any ex- 
pedition yet started, and as it seems to have failed, everyone 
is disappointed. The remark continually made is, if that 
had succeeded, Butler would have been the next President, 
and nothing could have prevented. I hope at no distant day 
to have the whole history of the expedition, private and 
public. 

I have forwarded by Adams Express the papers concerning 
the Tarboro raid. I visited the camp of the 3rd New York 
Cavalry, but could find no evidence that was not already 
taken by the Special Commissioners in the affidavits furnished 
me. Colonel Mix was absent on sick leave. The affidavits 
are very wide apart in their statements of facts, much of the 
statement is hearsay, and I do not believe the public service 
would be promoted by a trial before a Court Martial, or Mili- 
tary Commission. 

I have not made a formal report, as I did not know that 
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under the circumstances it would be proper. If you desire it, 
and will return the papers, I will do so. 

If I can be of any use to you whether here or at Washington 
in any matter, please command me at any time. With the 
kindest regards for yourself, Mrs. Butler, and family, I remain 

Yours very truly, Chas. R. Teain 


From Joseph A. Buck to General Butler 

Norfolk, February Si^ndy 1864 

Deae Sm: I wish to make a statement of facts. For several 
years I have been more or less concerned with Mr. P. H. White- 
hurst, and on the breaking out of the rebellion we had consid- 
erable unsettled business, but were always friends, as a proof 
of which I will relate a circumstance to show how we both 
stood. At that time he had a contract with the Government 
in the name of Mr. R. P. Lovell, his son-in-law, for dried apples, 
in which I had no interest. The Navy Department sent an 
order for a lot to be delivered at the Brooklyn Navy Yard, 
New York. He could not ship them from Norfolk to New 
York, because the Rebels would not allow anything to be 
shipped there — he shipped the apples to me m Baltimore to 
be forwarded to New York. 

I shipped them on a schooner, and before the vessel sailed 
General Trimble’s celebrated order came out — and some one 
told him I was shipping apples to New York. He sent a 
guard and arrested me, and told me if the apples were sent he 
would hang me to the first lamp-post, though he did not know 
the apples were for the Government. The vessel did not sail 
until you arrived at Baltimore. Though I had no interest in 
the apples, I paid the freight and expenses to New York, 
and waited until I could see Mr. Whitehurst for the settle- 
ment of same. As soon as this place was evacuated, or nearly 
so, say on the 20 May, 1862, I shipped to Mr. Whitehurst 
some goods, and ever since that time have been interested 
with him in business in Norfolk, sometimes myself in Norfolk, 
and sometimes in Baltimore. On my last visit, I left Balti- 
more on the 2nd of January, 1864!, to go to the sea beach to 
attend the wreck sale of the schooner “E. C. Knight,” for the 
purpose of purchasing the lumber and bring same to Norfolk, 
but the Government sent an Agent to the sale who bought it. 
Some days after the sale I called on the Quartermaster (Capt. 
Goodwin) to try to charter two vessels we had then in 



444 LETTERS OF GEX. BENJA^HX F. BUTLER 

Xorfolk, that were suitable for the purpose, when the Quarter- 
master told me he wished to contract with some party to get 
the lumber to Norfolk or at least to the water on this side of 
the beach, and asked me if I knew Capt. S. A. Caflfee (I told 
Li’m I had seen him), and said he had been told he was the 
best man he could get. He asked me how he could get word 
to him. I told him he was in town, as I had just seen him. 
He requested me to go and tell Caffee that he wished to see 
him. I went and saw Capt. Caffee, and went with him to the 
Quartermaster, who made an arrangement with him to have 
the lumber hauled over the beach, and to furnish a pilot for 
the barges; after which I applied to the Quartermaster for the 
privilege to take on each vessel 100 sacks of salt, 10 bbls. 
flour, 5 bbls. molasses, 2 barrels sugar, 2 bags coffee and 1 box 
tobacco. This application was on the 13th January. The 
Quartermaster referred the application to the Provost Marshal, 
whose clerk endorsed it, oath taken and license obtained, the 
Provo signed it, and handed it to the clerk, who handed it to 
me. I asked him who I should take it to, so as to take the goods 
down and sell them, he said that was all, that every officer in 
the Department would respect it, that all I had to do was to 
get down as soon as I could and sell the goods, get the lumber 
and come back, this being repeated in hearing of the Provost 
Marshal. I went and loaded the vessel as per application and 
started. When the vessels arrived at the Rail Road Bridge, 
the guard took the papers and told them to proceed to the 
Locks, where if it was all right, the Captains would receive 
the papers again. It being a calm time the vessels did not reach 
the Locks that evening, and the tide being contrary, they both 
anchored where during the night they were taken possession 
of by a guard ordered by Provost Marshal and brought to 
Norfolk, where they arrived about the 20th January and were 
detained, waiting trial until the 30th, making seventeen days 
at the expense of twenty dollars per day for the two vessels 
lost to us, when Judge Stackpole gave a verdict releasing vessels 
and goods. I left to show the clerk where the vessels were to 
remove the guard, but before I got to them I was met by a 
derk who handed me an order to appear at the Provost Mar- 
shal’s office forthwith. I immediately went and waited near 
two hours, when the Lieut, came — the Colonel ordered him 
to send the case immediately to the Provost Court, where I 
and several witnesses appeared from time to time on the charge 
of having in my possession goods that were suspected of being 
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Government property. Having shown the bills and the lots 
of each party who were suspected, and having the parties them- 
selves in Court several times, and urging the Judge to give us 
a hearing, he sent a note to General Wild saying that there 
was no criminality resting on me, as I had purchased the goods 
without seeing these articles and had shown the parties of 
whom I had bought them. 

Yet on the 18th of February General Wild hands back to 
me, or rather instructs his clerk to do so, all our applications 
to ship from Norfolk, and on the 20 Judge Stackpole held 
Court and the parties all appeared that had sold the goods to 
me that was suspected of being Government Goods, and 
all showed satisfactorily, save one, where or how they came by 
the goods. He says he thinks he could have found the party 
if he had had notice at the time, but as it has been a month, 
he does not know that he can find who his man bought it of. 
After this I asked the Judge if that cleared me. He said it 
did, and that he had given me a certificate to that effect some 
days since. I then made inquiry of a friend what was the 
reason I could not get a permit, who told me that there was 
a cloud hanging over me. I immediately addressed a note to 
General Wild, saying that as our applications had been returned 
disapproved, and I had been informed that there was a cloud 
over me, and as I was conscious that I could prove as good a 
character for loyalty, honesty and truth as any man in the 
Department, Civil or Military, would he in justice inform me 
what was necessary to remove the cloud, at his earliest con- 
venience. Up to this time I have not received any answer, 

I respectfully refer the above to your favorable consideration 
and beg to be placed on equal footing with others. 

Yours Truly, Joseph A. Buck 

Endorsed hy General Butler 

Head Quarters De'partmerd Va. and North Carolina, February iith, 1864 

Respectfully referred to Brig. Gen. Wild, to know what is 
the objection to Mr. Buck. By command of Major General 

H. C. Clakke, Capt. and A.D.C. 
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From General Wild 

Headquarters Norfolk and Portsmouth, Norfolk, Va., Feb. £8, ’64 

Eespectfclly returned — with reference to Page 2, line 
11. These goods were ostensibly sent for the use only of a 
gang of workmen and their families!! engaged on the ocean 
shore, where there ought to be salt enough for their limited 
purposes. In effect, they were to go beyond our lines, to a 
neighborhood noted for disloyalty of the worst form (guerillas) ; 
between which point and Richmond there would be no obstacle 
to the transportation of every pound. And these invoices 
would pay richly for the trouble. Also with a reference to 
Page 2, line 3 et seq. Buck knew well enough the character 
of Caffee, a guerilla himself, and brother, brother-in-law, 
uncle, and cousin, to several other guerillas. Buck could 
easily surmise what sort of a gang of workmen Caffee would 
get together. Yet he was ready to place in their hands such 
invoices of goods as these. 

Also with a reference to Page 2, line 19, etc., etc. Buck 
has done business enough here to know that he could not 
travel all over the Department on the word of a Provost Mar- 
shal’s clerk; nor on a mere certificate that he had taken the 
Oath: that the permission from the commanding officer, which 
he had to get for every one of his imports and exports, was 
vastly more necessary for trading over the lines. 

Also with reference to Page 2, line 31. Judge Stackpole’s 
verdict released vessels and goods from confiscation, but did 
not allow them to resume the voyage. Buck then for the first 
time came in to ask for that permit. It was disapproved at 
once. 

Also in reference to Page 3, line 3: This relates to large 
quantities of old junk that Buck tried to export, containing 
brass, copper, etc., etc., stolen from Navy Yard, etc. Also 
with a reference to Page 1, line 24, Buck here admits a fact, 
which Whitehurst denied and confessed again — half a dozen 
times in as many minutes, when questioned by me. Buck 
had a large quantity of old junk, rags, cotton, and staves to 
export. Finding all his permits retained until the question of 
theft should be settled, he brought in Peter Whitehurst to 
his aid, who in three different applications tried to export 
Buck’s goods. These were identified by the harbor police in 
spite of Whitehurst’s repeated assertions and angry protes- 
tations. Shifting of permits and invoices from one party to 
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another is inadmissible in these troublous times; and should 
subject both parties to a stoppage of all further privileges. 
Thus Buck’s case grew worse with TMiitehurst’s help. I made 
up my mind that Buck’s acquisitiveness was much larger than 
his loyalty or his rectitude. Moreover, I learned that his part- 
ner in Baltimore, Denison, has been from the first a known 
secessionist, active in word, if not in deed. This I gathered 
from the confessions of Peter Whitehurst himself. 

I therefore enclosed all the papers in the case, Feb. 12th, 
and forwarded them to Major Robert S. Davis, A.A.G. They 
returned with this letter of transmittal: 

Provost MarshoTs Office, Headquarters Dept Virginia and North Carolina, 

Fortress Monroe, V a,, Feb. l^th, 1864 
Brig. Gen. Weld, Commanding etc. NorfoIiK, Va. 

I AM directed by the Major General Commanding to return to you the enclosed 
applications of Buck and Co., and to state that the disposition of them, is left entirely 
to your discretion. Your decision in the matter will be final. I am. General, V&ry 

respectfully, Servant, John Cassels, Captain and A.D.C., 

Provost Marshal 

I at once decided to disapprove all Buck’s permits for the 
future — that he is too slippery for this department — that 
he should be at liberty to sell out at his leisure — and should 
have permission to return to Baltimore, and indulge his 
trading propensities in a safer field. I shall follow the same 
course with Peter Whitehurst. 

Resfec^ully submitted, 

Edwaed a. Wild, Brig. Gen. Comdg. 

Endorsed by General Butler 

Headquarters Dept Va. and North Carolina, Fortress Monroe, March 12, 1864 

Approved, but do not let them sell the stolen “junk.” 

Benj. F. Bxttler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 

From James Barton to General Butler 

N. Y. Feb . iind , 1864 

My dear General: A copy of the book has gone to M. 
Goncet; also one to Gen. E. T. Thompson, at your request. 

I have a little information for you. Mr. Hamilton, who has 
been for the last year correspondent in New Orleans for the 
N. Y. Daily Times, has just returned. Before leaving New 
Orleans, he wrote a private letter to the Editor of the paper, of 
20 pages, giving a true statement of ‘the state of things in that 
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city — which he could pubhsh or not, as he thought best. 
The substance of it was that the people of New Orleans, both 
Unionists and secessionists, were utterly dissatisfied with the 
rule of Gen. Banks, whom he represented to be a petty despot 
and totally unequal to the situation, vacillating, weak, and 
without ideas. He also said that the universal wish of the 
people was for your return, and that no class desired it more 
than the incurable secesh. They say that from you they 
always could get an answer, and knew what they had to expect, 
and could make permanent arrangements for the future, as 
they could rely on your word. From him they get smiles, 
politeness, and palaver, but nothing that really helps them 
out of their difficulties. 

From the same source I learn why no such letter as this can 
get into the Times. Raymond is busy, night and day, in writing 
a history of Lincoln’s administration. His object is France. 
He wants the French mission, which, says my informant, he 
is to have if Lincoln is re-elected. 

All this comes direct from the lips of the correspondent 
mentioned above. He adds that Raymond, in his haste to 
get into his book, neglects the paper entirely. 

Those Germans will be the death of us. The copy is not all 
in the printer’s hands even yet, though it is nearly. Every- 
thing possible has been and is done to hurry them. The printer, 
however, is close upon their heels, so that the book is mostly 
stereotyped. 

The large edition has now sold 11,000, and still goes well. 
It is decidedly the most successful book of the season. 

With our regards to Mrs. Butler, we both remain. 

Very truly yours, James Parton 

From General Butler 

Headquarters, Department Fa. and N.C,, Fort Monboe, Feb. StStnd, 1864 

Jos. Meerbfield, Esq. 

Sir; You are desired to come to this Point at once to attend 
an investigation now being made here consequent upon your 
complaint to the President of the United States in relation to 
my acts. Enclosed you will find an Order for transportation 
from Baltimore to this Point. Mr. Worley is here, but denies 
having given you the information contained in your complaint 
to the President. Pass enclosed. I have the honor to be, 

Very respectfully. Yours, 

B. F. Buteer, Maj. Gen. Commanding 
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From General Butler 

Beadquarters, Department Fa. and N.C., Foet Monboe, Feb. find, 1864 

Bng. General Maeston', Commanding Poes't Lookout 

General: I am informed by the report of Cagt. Clapp that 
the guard of two sergeants and eighteen men that I ordered at 
eight o’clock in the morning to report on board the “Long 
Branch” to Capt. Clapp, did not report at eleven o’clock, and 
he knowing my desire for haste, went away without them. 

Is it possible that your staff cannot move eighteen men in 
three hours.^ If so, I should advise that they be removed. 

I saw you go and give the order in person, so that I know it 
is no fault of yours. Capt. Laiarence’s performances do not 
come up to the high encomiums you pass upon him, and have 
injured any prospects he might have had for a command in 
the new Regiment. I shall want it tmder a commander who 
can move it faster than that. I have the honor to be. 

Very respectfully, Yr. obdt. servt, 

B. P. Butler, Maj. Gen. Commdg. 

From General John J. Peck 

Hdqrs. Army and District of North Carolina, Newbbbn, N.C., February 2$rd, 1864 

Maj. Gen. B. P. Butler, Comdg. Department pf Virginia and 
North Carolina 

General: Your letter of the 20th has just reached me, and 
I agree with your views except in one particular, viz: I don’t 
beheve in the iron-clad. Hitherto it has been a question of 
iron and time. A communication from General WesseUs of 
the same date as yours settles the matter in my judgment. 
His spy has just come in from Halifax. He came from Wil- 
mington, and 25,000 pounds of iron was on the same train 
for this identical gun-boat. The general writes that other 
parties from near Garysburg, who have not seen the boat, 
confirm the reports of the shipment of iron. He adds the 
following: “In view of the possibility of such a monster 
coming down, it would be well, I think, to procure the hulks, 
if practicable, and cause them to be sunk in suitable places.” 

Admiral Lee gives no authority for the light boats, but I 
will send a copy of your letter to General Wessells for his 
guidance, and as his authority to sink said boats when the 
necessities of the defense require it. I will send an oflEicer of 
the quartermaster’s department to your headquarters for any 
old hulks that can be spared. 

VOL. HI — Z9 
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Commanders Davenport and Blake have just called to say 
that the latter leaves to-morrow with the “Eutaw,” which I 
regret very much. Doubtless the admiral will supply her 

place. I am, Yery respectfully. Your obedient servant, 

John J. Peck, Major-General 

Official Eecords, Series I, Vol. 33, Page 589. 


From E. R. S. Canhy 

War Departmeni, WASHiNGTOjf Citt, February 23rd, 1864 

Major Genl. Benj. F. Butlee, Comdg. Dept Fa. & 

N. Carolina, Foeteess Moneoe, Virginia 
General: The Secretary of War instructs me to transmit 
herewith the copy of a letter of the 18th instant, addressed 
to this Department by the Secretary of the Navy, objecting 
to the granting of permits by you to vessels to be engaged 
“with and in States declared to be in insurrection,” for traffic 
or interchange of commodities, in accordance, as stated in 
said permits, “with certain additional Hegulations for Com- 
mercial Intercourse”; and expressing the opinion that “the 
additional Regulations referred to were not understood to 
authorize permits to be given for that purpose.” 

In this opinion, the Secretary of War concurs, and has 
directed that you be so advised. 

Very respectfully. Your obedient Servant, 

E. R. S. Canbt, Brig. Genl. A.A.G. 


From General Butler 

Ed. Qrs. Dept, of Va. and N.C., Foeteess Mokeoe, Feh. SUbrd, 1864 

The President of the United States 
Sir: I have to apologize to you for the long delay in report- 
ing my action in relation to the complaint of Gov. Pierpont of 
E. Virginia. It took so long to get the proper returns from 
the various officers in the cities of Norfolk and Portsmouth, 
and they were so imperfect, and it took so much time to col- 
lect and put them in order so as to give results, and it was so 
difficult also to find time to give personal examination thereto, 
that I have failed till today to get opportunity to report as 
fully as I wish in regard to the action of the civil and military 
Government in this Department. 

With your leave, I will first discuss the specific complaints 
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of Gov. Pierpont, and then ■will call your attention to some of 
the consideration of policy for future action. 

The first complaint is Order No. 40, ■vrhich requires the 
pajTnent of one per cent upon merchandise brought into the 
Department, a copy of ■which order is appended. I found it 
necessary to employ large numbers of officers, soldiers, clerks, 
and messengers, at great expense to the United States, for the 
purpose of watching, guarding, and regulating trade in their 
insurrectionary districts, and to prevent smuggling. I found a 
large portion of my time and that of one member of my staff 
employed in mvestigations regarding it. Now, it seemed to 
me but just that, as this trade ■was carried on, emolument of 
parties engaging in it was usually very profitable, that its 
expense should be paid by ■them and not by the Government 
and therefore issued the order that one per cent should be paid 
upon it to defray its expense. As an ordinary rule of political 
economy, it is true that a tax upon trade is a tax upon the 
consumer, but it is only the rule where trade in course of time 
and ■with full competition has found its strict level, but it is 
not true as applicable to the limited and special trade carried 
on in this insiurectionary district of a speculative character, 
with a percentage not founded upon any exact ratio between 
the supply and ■the demand. Therefore this tax is borne by 
the trader and not by the consumer, and thus falls where it 
should; but as a large share of the expense of the trade to 
the Government must be borne by the United States, from the 
fact that its officers and soldiers must necessarily be employed 
in taking care of it, a fxmd must accumulate, although I have 
endeavored to employ ci'vilians in the Provost Marshals’ office, 
and other offices, and pay them from it as much as possible. 

In regard to the permits it was important that some restric- 
tions should be had upon persons going into and coming out 
of the Department for their own pleasure, otherwise my officers 
would be overrun by applications for permits and passports 
by the pleasure-seeking, idle, and curious. Indeed, I have 
had an application while in Command of this Department to 
allow excursion steamers, bringing thousands of that class, to 
come here on pleasure trips, as a matter of speculation on the 
part of the party getting up the enterprize. But when informed 
of the necessary outlay for permits to come in and go out, the 
speculation was abandoned as a non-paying project. 

Governor Pierpont was misinformed when he said there was 
a passport fee required for going to or from any place in the 
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Department. Such was never required, but only a fee when 
the applicant was coming in or going out of the Department. 
This required the administration of the Oath of Allegiance, a 
record of the parties named and description, and a pass, and 
the fee was little enough; but that permit fee has since been 
abandoned because it was sometimes found to act erroneously 
on those coming into the Department, to see their friends and 
relations in the army. But Governor Pierpont says that this 
import of one per cent is a “tax which cannot be collected.” 
It is not obligatory upon anybody. Nineteen-twentieths of 
all the trade is in the hands of non-residents of the Depart- 
ment. If these non-residents do not wish to pay the tax, they 
need not ask for permits to trade. They ask facilities of the 
United States, and they are simply told that they can have 
them for what it cost the United States to furnish them. They 
ask the United States to guard and protect their trade in the 
special manner, and we ask them to pay for that special guard 
and protection. Precisely as if they should ask that their 
goods should be carried on a Government transport, we should 
ask them to pay for the transportation. Governor Pierpont 
says that the money thus received goes to the fund to support 
the Provost Marshal’s Office. 

That unfortunately is not true in its full extent, because 
the Provost Marshals and most of their assistants are United 
States Officers, and soldiers, and must be paid in another 
form. What then is to be done with the money? It will 
be paid into the Treasmy of the United States in form as 
'well as in fact, if the President so directs. But there are special 
expenses to which the United States is put in occupying large 
towns, and the feeding and care of citizens for which no appro- 
priations have been made and which must be paid by the 
Quarter Master’s Department by Special Order from the 
Commanding General, so that in fact the expenditure is 
entirely under his direction. 

Now, I found the streets, wharves, and squares of Norfolk 
in a most filthy, ruinous, and disordered state, so much so 
that life and limb are not safe upon them to the wayfarer, 
and in the coming summer, pestilence must ensue like the 
yellow fever of ’53 unless large expenditures are made in 
cleansing and purifying them. 

I found the fire department entirely disorganized and its 
material out of repairs and useless. 

The city was imlighted for months, and the Gas Company 
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being largely disloyal had refused to put their works in opera- 
tion, so that it was impossible to properly guard or police it. 
Without discussing at present the rights and duties of the City 
Government in this behalf, but finding them utterly powerless 
to remedy this state of things, it seemed to me both necessary 
and just that as these streets, wharves and squares were used 
by traders who have no interest in the town, who are here 
only for temporary and speculative purposes, and are contrib- 
uting nothing in the way of taxation for its support, that the 
fund should be used as far as it would go for the cleansing and 
repairs of the streets and furnishing the city with fire engines. 
I am therefore using that portion of the fund which comes 
from the trade of Norfolk and Portsmouth for that purpose. 
I have already hghted the city, after having made large out- 
lays for the repair of the gas-works, which will be retiuned to 
me from the proceeds of the gas, and am employing my con- 
victs who are sentenced to hard labor in cleansing the streets 
and repairing them, furnishing tools and supplies for that 
purpose from this fund. Why do I not leave this appropriate 
work to the city authority.?* I beg leave to answer that in 
another portion of my report, and content myself now with 
saying that I will prove hereafter that the City Government 
is powerless for these purposes. Now, will Governor Pierpont 
or anybody else say that the one per cent tax collected in the 
manner and from the persons I have mentioned and expended 
judicially as I have indicated, is wrong or oppressive on the 
part of the United States or its Officers towards the Citizens 
of Norfolk? The next subject of complaint on the part of 
Governor Pierpont is in regard to the action of my Provost 
Court and Provost Marshal, who, he says “are taking cogni- 
zance of all civil and military causes from ejectment to getting 
drunk in the city.” 

I am sorry that Governor Pierpont is not more accurate in 
his statements or in his information. It is quite true that I 
received a letter from him making inquiries upon the subject 
of civil jurisdiction of the comrts, and I replied to him, as he 
admits, “that my instructions were, that no debts should be 
collected save against those who are in rebellion against the 
United States, in favor of loyal citizens, and where the prop- 
erty might escape from the honest creditor by reason of con- 
fiscation.” I could further have told him that no other civil 
suits would be entertained by the Provost Court except in 
cases wherein the Military authorities of the Department are 
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in some way called upon to protect loyal citizens from wrong, 
or being tkrown upon the United States for support generally 
through persecution of some semi-rebel creditor who has 
taken the Oath of Allegiance, or as he phrases, it, has 
“taken out a protection” for his property, and then brings 
suit in the corporation court against some true Union man, 
who has been struggling on aiding the Government, while the 
plaintiff was in rebellion. 

Besides, as it is necessary to keep a mili tary guard in Nor- 
folk, as it was until a very recent period, and perhaps is now, 
to prevent rebel sympathizers from murdering Union Officers 
in the streets, so it is necessary in my judgment that there 
should be a wholesome fear of the Provost Court to prevent 
the same rebel sympathizers from oppressing true Union men 
under the form of not too well-established law. Until very 
lately I doubt if a jury could have been found in Norfolk 
whom it would have been safe to trust upon a question in 
dispute between the “hated Yankee” and that boastful but 
now rather crest-fallen individual who begins every statement 
by, “I was born in Virginia, Sir.” 

To the remark of Governor Pierpont that whenever debts 
are collected a commission is taken by the Provost Court, the 
readiest and most just reply is that it is untrue. To the further 
statement that all fines imposed in that Court go to support 
the Provost Marshal’s Office, I can only say that that is an 
equally wide departure from the truth which can only be 
accounted for in Governor Pierpont, it would seem to me, by 
the proverb “that out of the abundance of the heart the mouth 
speaketh,” because on the only occasion upon which the Com- 
mander of this Department has had the honor of receiving a call 
from Governor Pierpont, His Excellency made an application 
to him to buy the supply of coal necessary for making gas for 
Norfolk from His Excellency’s coal mine, which he recom- 
mends in the highest terms. But as I had already made a 
contract for a supply from PicJcton, I looked too coolly on the 
proposition, and therefore, perhaps, “hinc illae lacrimae,” and 
this, may I be allowed to say in passing, is the only coopera- 
tion I have received from His Excellency in aid of crushing 
the Rebellion. To the specific accusation of Governor Pier- 
pont against the Provost Court, I have appended the report of 
the Judge, who is abundantly able to take care of himself. 
Another complaint of His Excellency Governor Pierpont is in 
these words, “Another act of General Butler’s I will mention. 
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wMch is a gross assumption of power in my estimation. He 
kas issued orders for enrolling and conscripting all the white 
men in his district able to bear arms.” The answer to this 
charge is. First, that the order for enrolling was given by 
direct authority of the President of the United States, through 
the Secretary of War, and to the War Department. I leave the 
adjustment with Governor Pierpont of the assumption of power. 

But there is one statement of Governor Pierpont, as a reason 
why no enrollment of white men should be permitted in Vir- 
ginia, too remarkable to be allowed to pass without obser- 
vation. He says the people in General Butler’s District have 
furnished more troops, according to population, than any 
other people in the United States, but they have been mostly 
black. “They (the people not the blacks) claim to be placed 
on the same footing as Maryland and Kentucky as to conscrip- 
tion.” There has been a recruiting force of several men for 
six months in that portion of Virgmia in Gen’l. Butler’s Dis- 
trict, comprising most of Governor Pierpont's dominions, and 
they have not yet been able to recruit of loyal white Vir- 
ginians a single company, and I desire to bear testimony to 
the zeal and efficiency of the recruiting officers. And further, 
in regard to the black troops of which more than four thou- 
sand (4000) have been recruited in this Department, thus 
speaking well for their patriotism, the only aid in that behalf 
received from the white men of Virginia has been that 
every master that could make decent pretence of loyalty has 
been besieging my recruiting officers for three hundred (SOO) 
dollar certificates as payment from the United States for the 
black men they had recruited. Ajid the only assistance in the 
recruitment received from the State Government by the Com- 
manding General was a polite offer by the Governor to furnish 
commissions to the officers of the black troops which the United 
States Government raised in Virginia, a proposition which I re- 
spectfully referred to the War Department, for myself declining 
to take either coal or commissions from the Governor. 

Governor Pierpont further asks that General Butler be not 
allowed to interfere with his banks of the State. True it is 
that the Generals who preceded me in command of this Depart- 
ment, acting in accordance with Governor Pierpont' s notions, 
did not deem it their duty to interfere with the banks of the 
State, and the consequence has been that months after the 
possession of Norfolk and Portsmouth by the Federal troops 
the banks of those cities sent away to Richmond many hundred 
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thousands [of3 dollars of their assets to support the rebellion. 
My only interference with the banks thus far has been to order 
a Commission to examine into the condition of the savings 
banks, and endeavor to rescue something from the remainder 
thereof to relieve the white poor of Norfolk and Portsmouth, 
for whose support the Government has expended sixty thou- 
sand ($60,000) dollars annually, and I succeeded so far so 
well in that regard that my Commission have found about 
thirty thousand ($30,000) of funds belonging to the poor which 
had been hidden with the purpose of forwarding to the Con- 
federacy. If the President could yield to the request of Gov- 
ernor Pierpont, however, I will not interfere with the banks 
of Norfolk and Portsmouth, and will allow the remainder of 
their assets to be forwarded to the Confederacy, if such shall 
be the policy. 

Another, and perhaps the gravest charge made upon the 
military authorities of this Department, because Governor 
Pierpont twice recurs to it in his communication to the War 
Department, is “that I have interfered with the Government 
of the cities of Norfolk a;nd Portsmouth by ordering the olBB- 
cials of those cities to make returns to me of their receipts and 
expenditures.” In that regard, the head and front of my 
offending hath this extent, no more: and it is the waiting for 
these reports which have so long delayed the answer to the 
complaints of Governor Pierpont, perhaps the best justification 
of the circumstances which led to it, and a short detail of the 
result as seen in the condition of the reports of the official of 
that city. The City Government of Norfolk and Portsmouth 
have been in operation since June, 1863, with a full corps of 
officers, and, as I have said, the streets were uncleaned and 
unrepaired, the city was unwatched to such extent that incen- 
diary fires were of frequent occurrence and indeletable, the 
fire engines were out of repair and useless, the wharves and 
bridges ruinous, the schools unopened, and the poor, whether 
black or white, unfed and uncared for, save that they were 
clamorous at the Commissaries and Quarter Masters of the 
United States for fuel, provisions, and clothing, which appeals 
we were obliged to answer. At the same time, I observed that 
every occupation was taxed, and excise put upon every busi- 
ness so that a poor woman could not keep a few boarders for 
her support without paying twenty doUars for a license, a 
negro could not drive a hack without paying ten dollars, a 
farmer could not sell a bushel of potatoes without paying ten 
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cents, and every stall in the market was rented for one dollar 
per year, all of which bm-dens seemed to come directly upon 
the very poorest class, and were brought to my notice because 
a widow woman complained to me that she was fined twenty 
dollars before the Mayor’s Court for boarding five Union offi- 
cers without a license. This led to an inquiry into the sources 
of revenue of these cities, and I found that they received sub- 
stantially no revenue except from imposts for licenses. As I 
could see no evidence of any expenditure by the City Govern- 
ment, as care of the city came upon the United States, I thought 
it my duty to ask for returns of how much money was received, 
and what was done with it. 

You will see that I did not take the course which Governor 
Pierpont has done with my officers, and charge upon the city 
officials without knowledge that its revenues must be imper- 
fectly expended, but ask for report and information. These 
returns have exhibited some remarkable statistics, to which 
I beg leave to call your attention. The entire receipts of the 
City of Norfolk for the six months ending January 1st, 1864, 
were $13,241.20 of which was received. 


From licenses to traders $7,536.99 

From hacks and drays 900.36 

From rent of stalls in market 1,750.30 

From clerk of market for hucksters 1,34!4.60 

From fines and cost of petty offences tried by Mayor 852.45 

From fees from harbor masters from oyster boats 110.25 

$12,494.95 

From sales of offal from streets 135.00 

From taxation of real and personal property 611.25 

$13,241.20 


Thus it will be seen that out of the total receipts of $13,- 
241.20, $12,494.95 was a tax upon the actual necessaries of 
life, in the shape of licenses to do business and fines upon the 
poor, and $611.25 only of taxation upon the property, while 
the United States was called upon to expend over $20,000 in 
the same time to support the white poor of that city. 

But the expenditure of this sum is quite remarkable: 


Expended in streets $2,821.35 

of which 

For labor, mostly to master of hired negroes 2,751.05 

For watch pay roll 3,696.06 

For incidental expenses of City Government 563.70 

For expenses of committee to Washington 300.00 

For salaries of officials besides fees 4,934.40 

$12,245.21 
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Thus it will be seen that of the $13,000 expenditures, $12,000 
has been paid for the salaries of the City officials and laborers 
of hi gh and low degree, and their incidental expenses, and that 
$1,346.06 has been expended for the poor, and $30 for all other 
city purposes. 

The returns from the City of Portsmouth exhibit a still 
more remarkable state of finances. 

It appears that the total receipts, exclusive of fees received 
and appropriated by the City officials in the City of Ports- 
mouth, for the six months ending Jany. 1st 1864 is $2,635.02, 
of which 


Received from licenses of traders, hucksters and markets $2,170.21 

Received from fines by Mayor 318.38 

Received from taxes on real and personal property $60.00 


While the total expenditures for all city purposes other than 
salaries and office expenses of the City Government, including 
$135.69| for the support of the poor is, $1285.59; while the 
amount of salaries of City officials necessary to make these 
expenditures is $2500.00, making it necessary to pay more 
than two dollars to expend one, although it is but fair to say 
that owing to the want of revenue more than one-half of the 
salaries are still due. 

It will be seen by examination of the condensed returns 
annexed hereto that the largest item of expenditures in both 
cities was for the watch, which now the military patrol renders 
utterly useless, but the watch is still kept up upon the theory 
of having been elected for one year they have a vested right 
and cannot be discharged. It will also be observed that it 
requires a salary of four hundred dollars per year for an alms- 
house keeper to expend one hundred and thirty dollars and 
sis:ty-nine and one-half cents. 

It is but just, however, to many of the good and true men 
who hold the offices in these cities, that this extraordinary 
state of things is not to be attributed to them but to the power- 
lessness of a Civil Government in a disturbed state of society 
to enforce an observance of its ordinances, and to administer 
the Government except where the burden falls on the poor 
and helpless, whom at the same time it is powerless to protect. 

The large portion of the property owners are eitlier in rebel- 
lion, and their property in the hands of the United States for 
confiscation, or they are absentees, or they are property holders 
of real estate only, and the taxes have been so irregularly 
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assessed and the Civil Government so imcertain in its powers 
that the attempt to lay any considerable tax is futile and 
unproductive, as no one fears a lien on his property which is 
thus created; and it is therefore because of the fact that the 
United States holds so large a portion of the property in Vir- 
ginia, not subject to taxation, that I have thought it but just 
that the Government should bear a portion of the burden of 
the care of the city, the means to do which have been sup- 
plied by the one per cent taxation upon the trade I have herein 
discussed. 

The question, therefore, which addresses itself strongly to 
my judgment, and to which I wish to call the attention of 
the President is whether the United States should permit 
thirty thousand ($30,000) dollars to be taken from the poorer 
classes of Norfolk and Portsmouth in the shape of licenses, 
fines, and fees for the purpose of paying for the working of 
City Governments which have no power to do anything except 
to draw their salaries of its officials, and in Portsmouth not 
enough to do even that, while the United States Government 
is at the same time expending more than double that sum for 
the poor of the cities from which it is taken, and in taking care 
of the Fire and Police Departments, and school for the black 
children, the white going without, would it not be well for the 
Commanding General to submit to the citizens of these two 
cities the question whether, so long as it is found necessary to 
maintain mihtary occupation of their cities, they will set 
up and maintain any Civil Government. In Elizabeth City 
Co., and in Princess Anne Co., outside of Norfolk and Ports- 
mouth, there is none other than military government, and it 
is difficult to perceive why the loyal citizens of those counties 
are not as well taken care of and protected as the citizens of 
Norfolk and Portsmouth. 

It will be observed that I have not touched upon the taxa- 
tion for the support of the State Government, which is also 
mainly derived from licenses. That is a subject upon which I 
will not extend observations unless Governor Pierpont desires 
me so to do, in which case some results may be obtained 
which may render the benefit of the State Government of 
Virginia to its loyal citizens as questionable as are these of 
the City Government of Norfolk and Portsmouth. 

In conclusion, permit me to say that I am glad that the com- 
plaint of Governor Pierpont has given me an opportunity to 
bring to the notice of the President these details of adminis- 
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tration, wMch necessarily intrude themselves upon and must 
be dealt with by the Department Commander, but with which 
I should not otherwise have thought proper to trouble the 
Chief Executive. I have the honor to be. 

Very respectjully, Your obt. servt., 

B. F. Butlee, Maj. Gen. Comd'g. 

From General Butler 

Ed. Qrs. Dept. Va. and N.C., Fortress Monroe, Feby. i$rd, 1864 

Hon. A. Lincoln, President of the United States 
Sir: A letter was received by me from the Acting Attorney 
General of the United States, intimating that if it was a proper 
case you would issue a special pardon for Cincinnatus W. 
Newton of Norfolk, one of the electors of Jefferson Davis, 
whom you have decided to be within the exceptance of the 
Amnesty Proclamation. Mr. Newton, as you are aware, is a 
brother of General Newton of the U. S. Army, a brave and 
loyal soldier. Mr. Newton has remained quietly at his home, 
since the evacuation of Norfolk, and has committed no act, 
so far as I am informed, either of open or secret hostility to 
the United States, and has taken the Oath of Allegiance. I 
believe his character in aU respects but for loyalty to be un- 
blemished. If you should think it a proper case for special 
pardon, I believe the exception of clemency in this would 
have a beneficial effect, and would feel obliged if you would 
forward the papers to me. As I have used the strong hand in 
Norfolk for the wicked and rebellious, I think it will have a 
good effect to show them that the good and repentant will also 
be taken care of by the Government. I have the honor to be. 
Very respectfully. Your obt. servt., 

B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 

From General Butler 

Ed. Qrs. Dept. Va. and N.C., Fortress Monroe, Feby. iSrd, 1864 

Hon. Edwin H. Stanton, Secretary of War 
Sir: The despatch of the Secretary of War was received in 
regard to a Mr. T. H. Vanderhoof, and his removal from North 
Carolina by my order, some days since. It would have been 
at once answered had it not been for the raid of the enemy, 
which had prevented up to this time my getting a formal report 
from the oflGlcers from whom I received the information on 
which my action was based. 
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This will excuse the delay, which the Secretary will do me 
the favor to admit rarely happens in answering orders, and I 
am not now able to furnish the particulars but from memory, 
the causes of my order. 

3Ir. Vanderhoof made accusations against one of the officers 
of the Army of the Department of North Carolina, which were 
carefidly investigated and turned out to be malicious and 
apparently groundless and without foundation; that this act 
had been more than once repeated; and that Mr. Vanderhoof 
had been stirring up strife and difficulty among the officers 
and citizens in that District. The last complaint, however, 
was made by Vanderhoof anonymously, through a member of 
Congress, so as apparently to shield him from the consequence 
of this information. I had sent for Vanderhoof as a witness, 
but the report and the investigation established so overwhelm- 
ingly the entire loyalty and propriety of action of the accused, 
and were accompanied with such statements in regard to Mr. 
Vanderhoof, that I concluded that his presence in the Depart- 
ment was not of advantage to the armies of the United States. 
Of course, this was the only question that I could determine 
in regard to him, because, not being a citizen of North Carolina, 
he had no right there if his business was in the slightest degree 
detrimental, and therefore I directed that he should no longer 
remain in the Department. If the Secretary desires, I will 
continue the investigation, and cause a report to be made of 
the other facts and evidence to him, but I suppose this was a 
case where what was done to Mr. Vanderhoof wovdd be damnum 
absque injuria, of which he would have no right to complain. 
As I do not know Mr. Vanderhoof, and have acted only on the 
information of others without minute personal investigation, I 
have no pride of opinion in the case, and shall not take it to 
heart if the Secretary should see fit to send him back, though 
I think such action would not aid us. I have the honor to be. 
Very respecfully. Your obt. servt., 

B. F. Btjtlee, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 

From T. H. Vanderhoof 

Washington, D.C., Feb. 4, 1864 [Not in chronological order] 

Eon. Edwin M. Stanton, Secretary of War 
Dr. Sir: It becomes my duty as a loyal citizen to lay 
my case before you in its proper light, as I am a persecuted 
man without a just cause. My busmess while in Newbern, 
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N. C., was making Cypress SMngles, and am also interested 
in tih.e lumber business, of wbieb I have the proper permits 
from the Agent of the Treasury Department so to do. I have 
never while in North Carolina been engaged either directly or 
indirectly iu the buying or selling of any goods with any person. 
I was ordered to report to Gen. Butler which I did. And he 
said to me that he would have to detain me as a witness, but 
on the 27th of Jan. he ordered me to leave the Department, 
without letting me know what I was charged with. If I have 
done anything to deserve this treatment I have nothing more 
to say, and if not, I wish to pursue my business in Newbern, 

N. C. I am. Yours Truly, T. H. Vandeehoof 

From T. E. Vanderhoof 

66 Park Ave., Brooklyn, March 6, 1864 [Not in chronological order] 

Major Gen. B. F. Butler, Comd’g Deft, of Va. <& N. C. 

De. Sie: I have just received word from you through the 
Secretary of War. I did not go to him out of any disrespect to 
you, but as I was denied the privilege of seeing you, and was 
hurried off that afternoon from your place, I went to Wash- 
ington and there got a member of Congress to introduce me to 
the Secretary of War, and I laid my case before him and asked 
him to write to you to find out what I had been sent out of 
the Dept. for. 

In April last I was appointed Superintendent of Contra- 
bands at Washington, N. C. by Col. H. C. Biggs, Chief Quar- 
termaster, and while there in the discharge of my duty the 
information came to me through the teamsters and others that 
carted the stuff out, that the Quartermaster was sending it 
out to the lines and receiving sealed letters. I went and saw 
the man that brought the letters, and he gave them to Mr. 
Houghton, Chief Clerk of the Quartermaster. After getting 
this information, I went to Newbern and laid the whole sub- 
ject before Col. Biggs, and he said that I must prefer the 
charges over my own signature, and I done as he ordered me 
to do, and it seems hard that I should be punished for doing 
what my oflBcer said was my duty as a Government oflicer. 

I have a copy of the charges and what the men was willing 
to swear to, and if you would like to see them I will send 
them to you, and I think that when you read them you will 
say that what I done was right. But as for doing anything to 
excite citizens or interfere with oflBicers, I have never done it, 
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but have went on with my own business of which I gave bonds 
to the Treasury Dept, and have taken an oath to support the 
administration and its proclamations. Every dollar that I 
am worth in this world is invested down at Newbem, and hope 
by your permission to be allowed to return and pursue my 
business. Hoping to hear from you soon, I am. 

Your obedient Servant, T. H. Vandeehoof 


From, General Butler 

Ed. Qrs. Dept, of Va. and N. C., Fokteess Moneoe, Fe&. iSrd, ’64 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War 

Ser: On my return from Point Lookout, I found your note 
of inquiry through Col. Hardie as to Mrs. Morris having ob- 
tained a pass from these Headquarters to cross our lines, and 
to take with her some baggage. It is quite true that I gave 
Mrs. Morris the pass to cross our lines. It is also true that she 
is the wife of Gaft. Morris, a signal officer of the Confederate 
Army, and that she had availed herself of the pass with her 
children, and their personal baggage, all of which was duly 
examined before she left. The Secretary will do me the favor 
to remember that when in Washington, for purposes which I 
then stated to him, and which it would not be best to repeat 
here, I asked and received his permission to allow Mrs. Morris 
to go across the lines, and I believe the service of the United 
States has been, and will be helped by the permission. I 
have the honor to be. 

Very resfectfully. Your obt. servt., 

B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 

From Colonel R. A. Alger 

Head-Quarters 18th Army Corps, Department of Virginia & Norik Carolina, 

Fobtbess Moneoe, Fehy. 9tSd, 1864 

Maj. Genl. B. F. Butler, Comdg. Deffi. Va. & N. C. 

General: Obeying instructions from the War Depart- 
ment dated Washington Feby. 14th, 1864, for the purpose of 
circulating throughout the rebel armies and communities 
the President’s Amnesty Proclamation, dated Dec. 8, 1863, 1 
have the honor to request that an officer be detailed at your 
Headquarters to superintend the general management of the 
business, and also one commissioned officer for each military 
district in the Dept, be detailed, who shall report to and 
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carry out the instructions of the first-named officer for the 
above purpose. 

I have also the honor to submit the following plan of opera- 
tions for your approval. 

Each officer appointed for this work shall see that on all 
occasions of expeditions, raids, or reconnoissances into the 
enemy’s lines, a sufficient number of men are detailed for the 
purpose of distributing the proclamation broadcast among 
rebel soldiers and people, and in the highways and byways, 
and he shall also employ scouts to carry the document within 
the enemy’s lines and distribute it as effectually as possible. 

I have also the honor to request that the Comdg. Genl. 
will, as often as practicable, order cavalry or other troops on 
raids with the object of disseminating the proclamation among 
the rebel soldiers and citizens. I have the honor to be. General, 
Your Obedient Servant, R. A. Alger, 

Col. 5th Mich. Cavly., Special Commissioner 


From General Butler 

Ed, Qrs. Dept, of V a. and N.C., Fortress Monroe, Feh. 1864 

To the President of the United States 
Jared D. Thompson, who had made application for a 
commission in a negro regiment, lately went to Washington 
as an advocate for Col. Nelson, who is now under examination 
upon charges. On his return, Thompson was retailing a sup- 
posed conversation alleged to be had between the President 
and himself, which tended to weaken the authority and under- 
mine the discipline of the Commander of this Department. 
One of the versions of this story was that the President had 
determined to remove the present Commanding General in a 
few days, another version is the one contained in the annexed 
papers. Believing that I possessed the confidence of the Presi- 
dent, and conscious that I had done nothing which could 
justly cause the loss of it, I did not and do not believe the 
story told by Thompson. 

I therefore sent for him and after hearing the story as he 
detailed it, I informed him that I could not believe that the 
President had made to any stranger such remarks about one 
of his Department Commanders, that the reason given for 
putting me in command because of public meetings, when 
the President did not believe me suitable to a command, so 
totally beneath the dignity of a great Ruler and Statesman 
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was so improper as wholly to challenge this belief — and that 
I should be obliged to deal with him as a person who was at 
once slandering the Commander-in-Chief and undermining 
my authority. Thompson then desired to be put imder Oath, 
and made the annexed statement which I forward for the 
President’s information. My only desire is that the President 
will say that this supposed conversation did not take place, 
so that I may properly punish this retailer of slander, and I 
hold him awaiting the answer, although the probability is so 
strong as to amount to moral certainty, yet acting judicially I 
think that I ought to make the matter more than morally 
certain before final action. I have the honor to be, 

Very respectfully, B. P. Bittlee, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 


Voluntary Statement of Jared D. Thompson of 
New Haven, Conn. 

Feb. 23, 1864 [Not in clironological order] 

I, THE said Thompson, do say that in company with Mr. 
Lincoln, Postmaster of Brooklyn, N. Y. I called one day last 
week upon the President, for the pmpose of presenting to 
him some considerations touching the case of Col. John A. 
Nelson, late of the Dept, of Va. and N. Carolina. 

Mr. Lincoln of Brooklyn accompanied me at my request, 
he having no knowledge of Col. Nelson, and knowing nothing 
of him except by reputation, and from such examination of 
Col. Nelson’s case as he had made. 

It was urged upon the President by us that Col. Nelson, 
having been kept under arrest the length of time prescribed 
by the Act of Congress of July, 1862, that something decisive 
ought to be done in the matter. 

After some conversation on the one side and the other, the 
President said, “Well then, from what you say, gentlemen, I 
think you agree with me that General Butler is not fit to have a 
command.” I cannot now state to what the President’s lan- 
guage just recited was responsive, or what immediately led to it. 

The President also said, “I did not give General Butler a 
command until the people at the North held public meetings 
asking me to do so, and I think, Mr. Postmaster, that you 
yourself held such meeting or meetings in your District.” 

Mr. Lincoln and myself both understood the President’s 
language alike, for Mr. Lincoln spoke of it to me after we left 
the President. 


VOL. HI 30 
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The interview was abruptly terminated by the announce- 
ment of some other person or persons. The President, I think, 
agreed to consider the matter, and we withdrew. 

I have incautiously repeated the conversation that took 
place upon that occasion, in public, — and being called before 
General Butler and interrogated by him as to said conversa- 
tion, he expressing his disbelief of the fact that the above 
language was made use of by the President on that occasion, I 
deem it my duty, in justice to myself, to make oath to the 
truth of the (oregoing. ^ Thompson 

Fortress Monroe, Va., Feb. ^Sd, 1864. Subscribed and sworn to before me, P. 
Haggerty, Maj. A.D.C. 


From Captain C. B. Wilder 

Fortress Monroe, February St4ith, 1864 

Major General Butler, Comdg Dept. Va. and N. C., 

Fortress Monroe, Va. 

General: I have the honor to state such wants as I deem 
essential to the successful prosecution of oim plantation opera- 
tions, and the comfortable support of the surplus population 
in our hands without any obstruction. 

1. The liberty to take possession of all rebel abandoned 
plantations in tWs District, about which there is no question; 
and to refer all doubtful ones to the General Superintendent or 
Provost Judge, the burden of proof to rest with the objector, 
all to be used for the Government, and at the best possible 
advantage, and all to be reported to the General Superintend- 
ent, as required in General Order No. 46, or oftener. 

2. The privilege of selecting such assistants and laborers, 
and seeming such tools and seeds as are necessary, also the 
use and control of a wagon traiin, and the use of a hundred 
condemned horses. 

3. The privilege of buying of the Government or elsewhere 
— at cost or appraisal — all the forage, seeds, and subsistence 
stores that are needful; also of purchasing such old wagons, 
carts, ambulances, and harness and tools, as have become un- 
serviceable; to loan or sell to those who work the farms. Also 
to sell the surplus productions of the farms that are not neces- 
sary for consumption. 

4. The privilege of locating the surplus contrabands where 
they can be most advantageously used and cared for. 

5. The privilege of keeping, as heretofpre, a small supply of 
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such necessary articles as the colored people need and can pay 
for at the time of purchasing or when crops come in. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

Cwpi. C. B. Wilder 


From General Butler 

Bead Quarters, Dept, of Va. & N.C., Fobt Moneoe, Feh. 1864 

Col. West, Comdg. at Yoektown, Va. 

Colonel; I send you by Mr. Frazer, a refugee from Vir- 
ginia, an order for a small force to be sent on board a gunboat. 
If Capt. Babcock will assist Mr. Frazer in procuring some to- 
bacco of his near West Point I think the cause will be bene- 
fitted by so doing. 

It occmring to me that while doing this we might also ac- 
complish one or two other matters of importance, I would call 
yom attention to the following suggestions and statements: 

There is, residing just opposite the White House at Indian- 
town, a Mr. Evan Bradbury, who is the chief man of the place, 
an Indian by descent, who has befriended several of the escaped 
officers from Richmond on their way to our lines. The five 
who reached me yesterday were hid by him for three or four 
days. Mr. Bradbury acted as guide for General Keys up the 
Peninsula, but was never paid for his services. He was after- 
wards taken by the Rebels and imprisoned in Castle Thunder 
for seven weeks, but for want of real proof against him was 
released by the Rebel authorities. Of course he and his fellow- 
townsmen, many of whom are Unionists, are obliged to keep 
on good terms with the authorities of Virginia and of the Con- 
federacy, and we should do nothing to compromise them. 
Mr. Bradbury, however, I desire to see, and wish you would 
send there and have him arrested. This should of course be 
done so as not to excite suspicion among the Rebels, but I 
desire that the officer whom you send in charge of the party 
making the arrest should say privately to Mr. Bradbury that 
I vnsk to see him upon a little business, and that the arrest 
is made only to lull all susfidon. 

There is also residing near Elthan a gentleman whom I 
believe to be a true Unionist, and one willing to serve us, 
named Hill. I desire also that he should be arrested and sent 
to me. The same instructions apply to his case as in that of 
Mr. Bradbury. Mr. Frazier will act as guide for you, or direct 
you to Hill house. 
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There is, still further, a negro named John Caffey residing 
at Perkins Bay, six miles above Bigelow’s, on the other side 
of the river (near Gloucester), who also acted as a guide to 
some of our escaped officers. This man lives almost directly 
in the pathway of the gunboats, and has lost some of his prop- 
erty, such as his oyster boats, etc., by reason of them. 

I desire you to send him or rather to give him the enclosed 
safeguard from me, and give him the sum of fifty dollars from 
the secret service fund. Let him understand that I send it to 
him to redeem the pledge made to him by two of our officers 
(those who came in last), and as a reward for his services, which 
we hope will be extended in future to any of our men whom 
he may meet with who need aid. 

I desire for reasons which you will at once understand that 
the names of all these parties, and the facts given above, should 
be kept secret, save such as you may be obliged to mention 
to the officer in charge of the men making the arrest, etc. 
Let him be an active, shrewd, and energetic man, and one 
in whom you place confidence. Mr. Bradbury and Mr. Hill 
when arrested will be at once sent to me under guard. 

I am informed that there is at present time in Gloucester 
County a regiment of cavalry, home there recruiting. They 
scout and are picketed through the County, merely for their 
own safety. Many of them are not armed save with revolvers, 
and rather poorly mounted. Can they not be captured or 
driven out of the County.? In order to do it, it may be neces- 
sary to capture or drive out every white man in the county, 
as they are or would be, should we go there, mixed up so with 
the inhabitants that it would be difficult to distinguish them 
from the inhabitants. I desire that you would attend to 
these matters at once. I have the honor to be. 

Very Resfectjully, Your obdt. Servant, 

B. F. Bxttleb, Major General Commanding 

From General Butler 

Head Quarters Dept, of Va. & N.C., Pobt Monbob, Feb. ibth, 1861 

Hon. W. H. Sewaed, Secty. of State 

Sib : I enclose three papers for your information upon the state 
of feeling of the people of N orth Carolina. The genuineness and 
truthfulness of this information you may implicitly rely upon. 

I have the honor to be. 

Very Respectfully, Your obdt. Servant, 

B. F. Butleb 
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From General Butler 

Bead Quarters Dept, of Va. & N.Car., Fobt Monroe, Fehy. i&k, 1864 

Capt. Dmmr, Provost Marshal, Newbern, N.C. 

Sir: You will hand this letter to Capt. Wheeler, and say 
to him that I desire he will continue his intercourse in every 
way with men that he deems loyal in North Carolina, obtain 
all that he deems important, and forward all that he obtains 
through you to these Head Quarters, and assure him that I 
shall not misunderstand his letters. I am very much obliged 
to him for what he has done already. Be careful to hold no 
correspondence upon those subjects with anybody, save through 
these Head Quarters, of course giving the Commander of your 
district or sub Director any information of intended attack j 
aU other subjects send directly to me. I have the honor to be. 
Very Respec^ully, Your ohdt. Servant, 

B. F. Bttltee, Major General Commanding 

From General Butler 

Headquarters, Department Va., and N.C., Fort Monroe, Feh. St6th, 1864 

Captain Wilder 

Yott will report what reasons exist why the buildings occu- 
pied on Sunday for churches cannot be used for school houses 
during the week. 

I have the honor to be. 

Very respectfully. Your ohdt. sent., 

B. F. Butlee, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 


From General Butler 

To the President 

The President is respectfully informed that no death sen- 
tence shall be executed in this department, for desertion only, 
without his assent, as I understand it to be his policy not to 
have such executions. The record in the Stearns case is 
already forwarded. g p 


From Robert Quid 

Confederate States of America, War Department, Richmond, Va., February 1864 

Hon. James A. Seddon, Secretary of War 
Sir: I have just returned from City Point and bring the 
accompanying communication. Major Mulford assures me 
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upon Ms own personal knowledge that General Butler is in 
favor of a general exchange and release of prisoners, and further 
that he is entirely satisfied of his ability to consummate the 
same. He distinctly declares that he is authorized to say so. 
Major MuKord never yet has deceived me, and I am very 
much inclined to believe what he says. Butler has evidently 
set his heart, for some reason or other, on securing the release 
of the Yankee prisoners. He would hate a failure in that direc- 
tion after recognition more than a refusal to recognize him. 
In his estimation the former would damage him more than the 
latter. If Butler’s recognition is an impossibility in the present 
condition of affairs, I think that upon an interview with him 
as Commanding General at Fort Monroe I could get a distinct 
written agreement from him for a general exchange. The 
difficulty occurring to my mind about that arrangement is 
that he might require some pledge as to slaves. If he is now 
recognized as an agent I am quite sure I can avoid that diffi- 
culty. The flag-of-truce boat remains at City Point to await 
your decision. The subject is environed with so many diffi- 
culties that I hesitate to pronounce any judgment in the 

premises. Respec^ully, Your obedient servant. 

Ho. Otjld, Agent of Exchange 

Official Records, War of Rebellion, Series 2, Vol. VI, Page 996. 


From General Butler 

Headquarters, Dept Va. and N.C., Foet Moneoe, Feb. 9^1 th, 1864 

Brig. Gen. G. Marston, Commdg. at Point Lookout, Md. 

General: Please hand to the Senior Officer of the Confed- 
erate prisoners a note containing this notice: 

‘T am about to take two hundred of the Confederate officers 
of the Army prisoners now confined at Point Lookout, up to 
the City Point, and there offer them in exchange for an equal 
number of officers of the United States Airmy of equal rank, 
held prisoners in the Confederacy. 

“I desire to leave one hundred and ninety to the officers’ 
own selection from their own numbers. The other ten may be 
offered for special exchange. 

“Preferably I should wish that the wounded and disabled 
who are able to travel should be selected, but any selection 
they make, selecting numbers in rates, according to rank, will 
be acceptable to me. 

“Each officer will be required to sign his written parole of 
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honor that he will return on board the Flag-of-Truce boat if 
his equivalent is not placed on board in exchange by the 
Confederate authorities, and that after he is received on board 
the boat he will make no attempt to escape during the trans- 
portation to or from, as the case may be, City Point or Point 
Lookout.” 

As soon as the Confederate officers shall decide on their 
list you will cause them to sign the written parole herein pro- 
vided for, and have made descriptive roUs, and hold the officers 
in readiness for my boat, which will probably call on Tuesday, 
when I hope there will be no delay. I have the honor to be. 
Very res'py., Yr. obdt. servt, 

B. F. Butlee, Maj. Gen. Commdg. 

From General Butler 

Ed. Qrs. Dept. Va. and. N.C., Foet Moneoe, Feby. %lth, 1864 
Eon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War 

Sir; I have the honor to report in the case of Henry M. 
Day, 2nd Lieut. Company “E,” 1st United States Colored, in 
answer to an order endorsed upon the back of his letter, the 
following reasons for his dismissal. Henry M. Day was re- 
ported to me under arrest, as having been repeateffiy drunk 
in the pubHc streets of Portsmouth, disgracing the service, 
and as having gone into camp drunk, and grossly insulting the 
Co mm anding Officer of his Regiment. Upon this report being 
made, I sent for Lieut. Day, and personally examined his case. 
He confessed to the habit of intoxication, and it appearing to 
me that the habit was a confirmed one, and that he disgraced 
the service, I ordered his dismissal, stating the reason thereof. 
It is my imiversal course, without exceptions, never to dismiss 
an officer without hearing his own statement in his own defence, 
and forwarding immediately to the Adjutant General’s Office 
a copy of the order of dismissal, which always contains the 
reasons for my action. 

Finding after this order of dismissal that Day was attempt- 
ing to exercise some command, I directed him to leave the 
Department. 

Some time in January, being in Washington, Lt. Day’s 
father called upon me and desired his restoration. I informed 
him that if I could be sure that lAeut. Day had reformed, and 
would not return to his vicious habits, I should be glad that 
he be reinstated, and if he would send his son down to Fortress 
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Monroe, there to do duty as a private in a regiment stationed 
at that Fortress, immediately imder my eye, so that I could be 
sure that for three months he did not indulge in drinks, that 
such exhibition of penitence and self-control would so far 
recommend hirTi that I myself would ask the President to 
reverse my own Order. To this I understood his father, who 
is a lawyer in Washington, to consent, but I heard nothing 
of young Day imtil I received instructions to make this report. 
I cannot believe it possible that the War Department, or the 
President, can desire that a man who is repeatedly drunk in 
the public streets, disgracing the uniform he wears, and who 
exhibits himself in that condition as an officer, to his command, 
and there insults his commanding officer and all the facts are 
found to be true upon his own confession, which I have in 
writing, to be retmned to the service, to demoralize other 
men, and to the entire breaking down of all discipline, until 
he has at least shown some signs of penitence, and acts in con- 
formity therewith. I have the honor to be, 

Very respectfully. Your oht. servt, 

B. F. Btjtlee, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 


From Henry M. Day 

Washington City, D.C., February Und, 1864 
[Not in clironological order] 

Col. E. D. Townsend, Assistant Adjutant General, 

U. S. Army 

Sib: On the 25th day of last December being out with some 
brother officers, I got under the influence of liquor, and returned 
in that state to the camp of my regiment, my colonel put me 
under arrest. While under arrest I wrote him a letter saying 
that I felt much grieved at what had occurred, and hoped that 
he would overlook the matter, if not for my sake, for the sake 
of those who expected better things of me. I also stated that 
I had insulted him, for which I begged his pardon. After keep- 
ing me in arrest five days, he forwarded my communication 
to Genl. Butler. The Colonel ordered me to duty with my 
Company, where I remained till January 31st, 1864, at which 
titne I made out my monthly return as Commandant of “E” 
Company, 1st Regiment U. S. C. Troops. 

General Butler heard of it, and ordered me out of his Depart- 
ment. I obeyed the order and came here. 

On the 31st of January, 1864, Major General Butler issued 



LETTERS OP GEN. BENJA]VnN F. BUTLER 473 


an Order, a copy of which I enclose, dismissing me from the 
service, “Subject to the approval of the President.” I have 
been informed that the order has not as yet been forwarded 
for the approval of the President. The officers of my regiment 
immediately signed a petition for my reinstatement which is 
now in the hands of Judge Holt, Advocate General. Also 
other papers for the same object. I have been in the service 
since April 29th, 1861, and do not desire to leave it until the 
present rebellion is crushed. I hke particularly the service 
with colored troops. I am and have become a teetotaler. I 
desire that some disposition be made of my case at once, and 
should the President be kind enough to reinstate me, he shall 
have no further cause of trouble on the part of a truly patriotic 

soldier. Very respee^uUy your most humhU servant, 
Henbt M. Day, late Snd Lt. “E” Co., 1st Regt. U.S.C.T. 

P.S. I can be found at the Office of Geo. E. H. Day, corner 
Perm. Ave. and 7th St., Washington Buildings, Room No. 12, 
or by addressing me through the P.O. Box 841 (enclose General 
Orders, No. 66 Dept. Va., and North Carolina.) 

Endorsement 

War Dejfartmenij A.G, Office Feb, 23/ 64 

Respectfully referred to the Commanding General, Dept, 
of Virginia and North Carolina, Port Monroe, Va. for report. 
These papers to be returned with report called for. 

By order of Secbetaby of Wab 
C. W. Poster, Asst. Adjt. Gen. VoU. 

From General Weitzel 

By Tei.. from Thompson, Conn., Feb. 27, '64 

To Major General B. P. Butler 
Have you any place for me in your Department? I will 
be at the Metropolitan Hotel on Tuesday evening, and at 
Washington Wednesday everdng. Please answer. 

G. Weitzel, Brig. General 

From General Butler 

Brig. Gen. Wild, Com’ dig. at Norfolk February mh, i864 

I HAVE no objection to Gov. Pierpont’s commission doing 
anything which does not interfere or incommode the military. 



474 LETTERS OF GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER 


I s im ply do not desire to be responsible for its existence or its 
action. I will neither binder or aid it, because I have no 

authority over it. p, Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 


From Erasius Wright 


Maj. Gen. Butler Springfield, Illinois, nth Feb. 1864 

I AM the man who, meditating on the bed, rose in the night, 
struck a light, and wrote you a long letter at the time you 
relieved suffering humanity at Old Point C., and honored God, 
who, according to the Book, says “that them that honor Me, 
I will honor.” Hence not only your valuable life is continued, 
but the whole Nation has you in reverence and deserved honor. 
Your kind and noble heart responded at once, and then again 
S months after, many who saw it eulogized the sentiments 


contained. 

In letting it pass under the eye of friends, it got lost or mis- 
laid. It was appreciated by all, both Saints and Sinners. I 
felt the loss as I desired your autograph. Can I 'presume on 
your patience for a short letter? 

My old neighbor “Honest Abe” knows all about me, for I 
am 65 past, 42 of which in this place (Springfield). A frail, 
erring man, raised a farmer, yet I love and fear God, and love 
His precious word, from which I always take my platform. 

The 7th Chapter of Joshua will explain the long “Spell” on 
the army of the Potomac. We have the Achan at Washing- 
ton, with all the men and means desired now 3 years, they 
cannot get a victory. Why are there not wdse men enough to 
search the cause? A concise point. 

“There is an accursed thing in the midst of Israel. Thou 
canst not stand before thine enemies until ye take away the 
accursed thing from among you.” 

Joshua feared God and obeyed Him. If Mr. Lincoln would 
do likewise, the smiles of Heaven would rest upon us within 
a month, and success attend all our movements. Did you 
know. General, that a certain head man at Washington sympa- 
thies were so strong towards the Rebels, that when in St. Louis 
he gave an old rebel a pass to take his “truck and plunder” 
through his lines down into Arkansas, together with 15 slaves; 
was this aiding Lincoln or Jeff Davis? This Nation is bleed- 
ing, and it is ]ust, and ought to bleed, and will bleed until we 
put away the accursed thing. With my knowledge of the Will 
of God and His Holy Word, I would quickly cast overboard 
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Halleck, Blair, Bates, and Seward, any or all who has sym- 
pathies with slavery. 

The whole system is of the D — ^1, It certainly is antagonistic 
to the Spirit of Christ. The magnitude of the crime is mdi- 
cated by the penalty. TMiat is the penalty in America? 
Let the graves of half a million, the widows and orphans answer. 

Dear General, did you know the secret of yom late failure 
towards Richmond? \STio inclined a spy to go ahead; who was 
slow to give any aid; who gave a cold apparently indifferent 
answer to your solicitations? General, a wise man searches out 
causes for all events. The whole system is opposed to the will 
of the Almighty, “ Who is no respecter of persons” how can He 
consistently bless or approve? The case is clearly an issue with 
the Great God, our maker. Oh what presumption for pimy 
man! Another abomination is the paying for slaves, to the 
man who has robbed him of 10 or 20 years wage already. 

God’s will is clearly expressed in the case of Pharaoh, a 
case in point. Take from the slave dealer or oppressor and 
give to the oppressed; see Exodus 12; 32, 35, 36, and 37 
verses. This is God’s will and this is justice. Paying a robber 
is Judas-hke, a wicked precedent, an impeachment of the 
Divine Law, an abomination not found in the Bible of the most 
Godless Nation known. 

Again, the Doctrine of “State Rights,” is another “Hum- 
bug.” As if a Corporation Law could over ride the State 
Law, the Constitution of the U. S., which Constitution was 
ordained to establish justice, and carries out the principal of 
the Dec. of Ind. It is consistent with itself if fairly interpreted 
and Legal construction given it. It is all right now. 

The foundations of our Government are laid no firmer than 
the foundations of Justice and Humanity. And the Doctrine 
of '‘State Rights,” to enslave its own citizens, is preposterous, 
and one to be ignored by every American Citizen. The 
loyalty of Border State men that make Slavery paramount 
to the Government is a loyalty this Nation can better spare 
than keep. No peace until the magic word “ Universal Eman- 
cipation” is uttered. So may be it. Amen. 

Dear General, be so kind as to drop me a line to keep with 
my old friend Abraham’s. 

N.B. When this war is over, General, please take a trip out “to 
the Great West,” to this richest part of the world, and come 
to my house and stay a week at least; see old Abe’s stamping 
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ground, and oiir noble Gov. Yates, who has the honor and credit 
of being the first Gov. who petitioned for Universal Emancipa- 
tion. E. W. 

From General Butler 

Head-Quarters 18th Army Corps, Department of Va. & North Carolina, 

Fortress Monroe, Feb, StStk, 1864 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War 

Sib: Your telegram and the letter of Genl. Hitchcock has 
been received. 

I will send you a full report upon this matter of Declaration 
of Exchange, but I do not choose to sleep upon so gross a mis- 
representation as has been made to you of my proposed Decla- 
ration of Exchange. 

First. It is in precise words like these that have been here- 
tofore made. 

Second. It affects no paroled prisoners. It only affects those 
actually received at City Point. It touches no paroled pris- 
oners. It interferes with no questions. It is in exact con- 
formity with the cartel. Allow me to send you the words of 
the Declaration! 

“All prisoners heretofore held by the Confederate authorities, 
whether civilians, officers, or soldiers received at City Point 
before the 20th of January from the Confederate Commis- 
sioners, are declared exchanged.” 

Is there one word in this about prisoners or parole? Besides, 
it is agreed to by the Commissioner Quid. 

I only send up a Flag-of-Truce boat with women, because I 
am informed that an agreement was made that one should go 
once in every six months. I certainly don’t care to send one. 
I have the honor to be. 

Very resfectfully, Your obedient servant. 

From Edwards Pierrepont to General Butler 

Treasury Department, Feb. %Qth, 1864 

Deab Sib: Samuel Smith of Saratoga Co., New York, 
formerly private banker in New Orleans, has a claim for $50,000 
in gold used by Genl. Butler in 1862 for payment of his troops 
in New Orleans. I write this in the Treasury Department 
with the letter of Genl. Butler to the Secretary before me; it 
is dated July 2nd, 1862. It was supposed by the Secretary 
that as the letter of Genl. Butler stated that the money was 
used to pay the troops, that the credit for that $50,000 would 
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be found in Paymaster General’s or Auditor’s office. I have 
this day been over the accounts with the clerks, and no men- 
tion of the money appears. Will you do me the favor to say 
to what paymaster this money was given, and in what accounts 
this $50,000 should appear. 

I am the counsel of Mr. Smith, and the Paymaster General 
suggests this as the quickest way to learn what Paymaster 
had the money. Your letter of July 2nd, 1862, only stated the 
fact that the money was paid to your troops without naming 
this, what Paymaster. 

The accounts of Hewett, Sherman, Lock, and Usher have 
all been examined, and we find no account of it. 

WiU you do me the favor to reply to this at my residence, 
103 Fifth Avenue, New York City, and much oblige, 

Yours very respectfully, Edwabds PiEEoaEPONT 

From General Butler 

Head Quarters Department of Va, & N.C., Fobt Monroe, Fe6. 1864 

Maj. Gen’l Halueck, Comdg. the Army at Washington 

Yohe telegram is received. I will advance to New Kent 
Court House two thousand Infantry, a Battery, and a thou- 
sand Cavalry imder an experienced officer, starting on the 
evening of March 1st, to reach New Kent at 2 o’clock Wednes- 
day afternoon, to aid in case of disaster, to receive prisoners, 
or to cover retreat. Is this approved.? 

Benj. F. Butlee, Maj. Gen. Commanding 

From the Secretary of State 
Department of State, Washington, i9th February, 1864 

To Major General B. F. Butlee, Foeteess Moneoe 

Geneeal: I have received and thank you for your com- 
munication of the 26th instant on the subject of North Caro- 
lina. The confidence enjoined will be preserved. I am, 

Your very ohedt., servt., William H. Sewaed 

From General Butler 

Ed. Qrs. Dept, of Va. and N.C., Fort Mohboe, March ls<, 1864 

Major C. W. Fostee, Bureau Colored Troops, 

Washington, D.C. 

Majoe: I have received a copy of your letter under date 
Feh. 16 th, 186 J!^, directing the Commanding Otficer of the 
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10th Regt, U. S. Colored Troops, to report to this office the 
names and rank of any and all officers who are or have been 
ser\Tng in your Regiment under appointment given by any 
other authority than that of the President of the United 
States, and also the day of muster in each case and the au- 
thority by which they were appointed. When I came into 
this Department the Secretary of War very kindly trusted to 
my judgment to recommend to the President provisionally 
officers for service in the colored troops within it, as I was 
to superintend the raising of the men. I have exercised that 
authority. I do not answer your letter as to how and when 
I have exercised it, because you have not addressed it to me. 
I desire when you would like to know anything of the state 
of the troops under my command, that in obedience to the 
regulations and the courtesies of the service, you would ad- 
dress the Commander of this Department. Any attempted 
commxmication, except through such Commander, after this 
caution, will be made the subject of complaint to the Secretary 
of War. 

I have the honor to be very respectfully. 

Four obt. servt, B. F. Btjtlek, Maj. Oen. Comdg. 

From General Butler 

Bead Quarters Dept of Va. <Ss N.C., Fort Monroe, Mar. 1st, 1864 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, Sec. of War 
Sih: Mr. 0. B. Holmes of Richmond has had charge of a 
large machine shop there, and has lived there many years. He 
is a thoroughly reliable Union man, and his statement may 
be implicitly credited as far as his means of knowledge extends. 

He will give you any account of matters in Richmond that 
you may ask him. I have entrusted him with a confidential 
letter, and he will tell you that the information contained in 
it is to be relied upon, although he does not know what it is. 
Please give him an order for transportation to return to me. 
Very Respectfully, 

Your obedient Servant, Bbnj. F. Btjtlee 
From General Butler 

Bead Quarters, Dept of Va. and N.C., Fort Monroe, March 1st, 1864 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, Sec. of War 
Sie: You will remember when in Washington I spoke to 
you of sendmg Howard to Richmond for information, with 
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means of communicating with me, and also with special direc- 
tions to ascertain if possible by what means the Rebels got 
intelligence from Washington. As a means of correspondence 
I gave hhn a sympathetic ink, and by the last flag-of-truce 
received the enclosed letter. The cross-writing thereof you 
will understand at once. If you have such clerks as Judge 
Quid’s brother-in-law and Harrison in your Department, I 
think you will be safe in arresting them. Howard is not 
likely to be mistaken. I have marked this confideniial be- 
cause it concerns a man’s life, and it would seem that the 
clerks are not always to be trusted, and I will take measures 
to place this letter in your own hands. I have the honor to 

be. Very Respectfully, Ymr oht sen., B. F. Butlbe 

From the Secretary of War 

Bt Telegraph /roTO Washington, March 2, 1864 

To Maj. Genl. Butler, Comdg. 

It has been the practise of this Department to permit 
troops not required for service to go home on a short fur- 
lough to exercise the election franchise. Several states have 
provided for taking the votes of volunteers in the field. In 
others, constitutional restrictions require the actual presence 
of the voter within the state, and this is said to be the case in 
New Hampshire. 

The General Commanding must determine whether the 
troops can be spared without prejudice to the service. If 
they can be spared, you are authorized to give them a short 
furlough suflScient to go home, vote, and return. 

Edwin M. Stanton, Seey. of War. 

From General Butler 

headquarters t Dept. V a,, and N.C., Fort Monroe, March Srd, 1864 

Eon. Robert Ould, Commdr. of Exchange, Richmond, Va. 

Sir: I enclose you copies of a correspondence, so far as 
received, between Gen. Peck and Gen. Pickett, and instruc- 
tions to Gen. Peck from myself in regard to the execution of 
certain men in North Carolina enlisted in the United States 
Service. 

I desire to ask your especial attention to the threat of 
Gen. Pickett, that he will hang ten men for any retaliation 
that may be made by Gen. Peck for the murder of men in the 
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United States Army. If that threat has been made in answer 
to a claim that deserters from an Army, situated as is yours, 
were not liable to be executed upon capture if found in arms 
in our ranks, it might have been possibly justified tmder the 
laws of war. But even then the question of the right of exe- 
cuting such persons is still worthy of careful consideration and 
discussion. 

True, Gen. Pickett, having deserted his own flag and the 
Army of the United States on the 25th June, 1861, would 
probably know what should be the fate of a deserter found in 
arms against his Government, but the question will be whether 
he shall be permitted to allow his own personal feelings to 
prevail in a matter now in our hands. 

I beg you, however, to observe, that this threat was in 
answer to a claim that a negro soldier enlisted in the army 
of the United States, and under the protection of its Govern- 
ment, should not be wantonly murdered simply because that 
while in the field and in the course of military operations he, 
in pursuance of his duties as a soldier shot a Colonel of the 
Confederate Army while he was building a Pontoon bridge. 
A meritorious act on the part of the soldier, and one because 
of which under no rule of civilized warfare should a hair of 
his head be injured. 

Now, therefore, as I cannot hang any sufficient number of 
Gen. Pickett’s friends or relations, which would be in the 
nature of a personal retaliation and which ought not to be 
thought of by the Generals of two Armies in the field, if I 
proceed to retaliation it must be upon the soldiers and officers 
of the Confederate Army that I have in my hands, as I shall 
most assuredly feel it my duty to do unless some period is 
put to such acts and such threats. 

It therefore becomes my duty as Comdg. General of this 
Department to call upon the Confederate authorities to know 
of such acts, and that threats are sometimes sanctioned and 
authorized by them. 

I will patiently wait for a sufficient time to elapse in which 
I can be made acquainted with the course which the Confed- 
erate authorities choose to take upon this subject, and then 
win proceed to such action as I may be advised is proper, to 
sustain the dignity, power, and justice of the Government I 
represent. 

To avoid aU misconception upon that, until full explanation 
is had with the Confederate authorities, I should not deem it 
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my duty to execute prisoners of war in retaliation for the execu- 
tion of deserters from the Confederate Army, should they be 
found with arms in their hands, because the question should be 
made the subject of discussion between the two belligerents. 

But the question which I desire to submit for authorita- 
tive decision on the part of those you represent is whether a 
soldier of the United States who is duly enlisted, and has 
not deserted from your Army, and who has committed no 
act which could be construed as crime, save acts of hostility 
in the field against the Confederate Armies, whatever may be 
the color or complexion of that soldier, is to be regarded and 
located by your authorities as a prisoner of war, and as such 
entitled to the rights and immunities of such condition. 

The most obvious considerations of humanity and mercy 
will impress more strongly than anything I could say the 
immediate necessity of placing this matter before yom au- 
thorities, and I take this method of communication through 
yourself as the most proper channel through which to discuss 
questions relating to prisoners of war. I have the honor to be, 
very respy., 

Yr. obit, sent., B. F. Butler, Maj. General Commanding 
[Encloscbbs] 

Gen, PecJcs letter to Gen. Pickett of Feb. 11th, enclosing General 252 War. Dept. 

Gen. PecFs letter to Gen. Pickett of Feb. 13th, demanding prisoner of war treat- 
ment for N. C. soldier. 

General PicketPs letter to Gen. Peck of Feb. 16th, denying that Col. Share was killed 
by a negro, but threatening execution in such case. 

General Pickett's letter to Gen. Peck of Feb. 17th, enclosing names of 22 N. C. 
soldiers executed. 

General Pickett's letter to Gen. Peck of Feb. 27th. 

Gen. Butler’s letter to Gen. Peck of Feb. 17th, ordering Flag-of-Truce to in- 
form Gen. Pickett that retaliation shall be enforced, but doubting the intentions of 
Gen. Pickett to execute the N. C. soldiers. 


From N. G. Upham to General Butler 

Concord, March 3, 1864 

Mt dear General : I have been long intending to write you, 
but knowing your engagements consumed every moment of 
your time, and that there was nothing of a public nature I 
could speak of where your information was not far greater 
than mine, I have deferred writing. 

I write now impelled by the sudden death of our common 
friend Capt. George, whom we both fully appreciated. He 
was m all respects a most uncommon man, far-sighted, and 

VOL. Ill — 31 
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manifesting often wonderful power. A better friend I know 
you could not have. This loss, at the present time, I most 
deeply lament on the country’s account, for our own sakes, and 
that of many mutual friends. 

He exerted a power greater than that of almost any man 
I have ever known, not in position. He made himself felt by 
his bold, original thought, and strong power of presenting 
and illustrating it. He felt, as he often expressed it, that brains 
should rule, and brains clearly was the secret of his strength. 
He was also a man, as his friends well know, of most scrupu- 
lous honor. I mourn his loss most deeply. I hoped we all 
might go along together through the present crisis, and live 
to see a fair sky and bright prospects we might enjoy, and 
talk over hereafter. It was not so to be, and we must struggle 
on without him. After his return from his very gratifying 
visit to you at Fortress Monroe he spent a very interesting 
evening at my house, giving a full account of you all, his tour 
throughout, and his notes of the tunes. He seemed in very 
good health and spirits, and was critically watching the 
events of the day, in which he has now ceased to participate. 

I wish I could see you and talk over this, and other matters. 
I sometimes fear you may be disheartened. It requires both 
indomitable faith and courage to keep on with blunderers to 
the right of us; blunderers to the left of us; blunderers in 
front of us and over us! But the cause will save us, and not 
its management. 

I have been, with Mrs. U. and my son, most deeply inter- 
ested in your Memoirs, which we have fully read. Your 
trying time in getting out to Ship Island with Mrs. Butler, 
and your troops in your sinking vessel, interested us all very 
much. I think, having passed through that trial, you can 
never see a darker hour. I am glad your family is with you. 
Without that sunlight of home, in which you are so much 
blessed, I believe you could not stand the excessive labors, 
and annoyances of your position. 

The progress of the coming political campaign is yet much 
in the dark. Lincoln’s safety depends on the events of the 
next sixty days. Any Bull Run achievements would floor 
him absolutely. If he is down, the tug comes then whether 
flace, or brains shall win. I have not given up hope that Provi- 
dence may yet give us a President. I think McClellan is the 
competitor. You know all that can be known of these mat- 
ters. New Hampshire will just win by excessive effort. 
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I hope to see Mr. Hildreth before he goes back, and some 
expect to be in Washington within the next fortnight. I 
have recently come out with an address here that gives my 
position on all prominent points in issue. You probably will 
see it in the Journal, and I hope will agree with me that the 
true issues of the crisis are presented. Please remember me 
very kindly to Mrs. Butler, and sister, and your daughter. 
My wife also desires particular remembrance to yourself, and 

family. Very truly your friend,'^. G. Upham 

From C. S. Henry 

Eabtvjlle, Va. Mar. 3d, 1864 

Maj. Gen. Btjtlee, Genl. Commanding 
Gbneeal: I eommimicated your order to me to stop all 
permit agencies at two or three places. But upon subsequent 
conference with Mj. Mackay (whom you have recently seen) 
I came to apprehend that your arrangements with the Treasury 
Dept, were not yet so fully completed as to make it advisable 
to carry out your order peremptorily immediately. Was I 
wrong? 

No doubt they will be abolished. I shall tell Mr. Risley it 
is absurd to keep some thirty permit agents here at a cost of 
$60 per diem, when they do not take in $20 for permits issued. 

Very respectfully, C. S. Henet 

From General Butler 

Headquarters, DepartTuent V a, and N. C., Fort Monroe, March Srd, 1864 

Geo. W. Stocking, Esq., Sisteeville, Ttlee Co., Va. 

Sie: It has by no means escaped our observation that 
writings could be sent by Flag-of-Truce by invisible ink, but 
there are two answers to your communication. 

First. What is the use of keeping anything secret when 
everything is published m the newspapers? 

Second. We examine with that view all the Flag-of-Truce 
correspondence. 

All the Rebel correspondence is baked before it passes, but 
that by no means prevents the use of invisible ink, if not 
brought out by heat. I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 
Yr. ohdt. servt., B. F. Btjtlee, Maj. Gen. Commdg. 
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From General Butler 

Ed. Qrs. Dept. Fa. and N. C., Fort Monroe, March Srd, 1864 

General Wilson, Chairman Military Committee, United States 
Senate 

Dear Sir: The Rev. J. A. S. Spooner, Hospital Chaplain 
at Point Lookout, has been absent from his duty, sick, since 
October last, so that that Post is without a chaplain. I see 
his name is just before the Senate. I wish you would recon- 
sider your action, and reject him on account of his state of 
health. He ought never to have been appointed. 

The General Commanding at that Point reports to me that 
he is worse than none, if he is well. I wish besides that you 
would suggest to us some good man as Chaplain, to show we 
have no personal wish in the matter, and I will give him a 
Provisional Commission. I have the honor to be very 
respectfully, 

Your obt. servt, B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 
From General Butler 

March Sd, 1864 

Eon. E. M. Stanton, Secy, of War, Washington, D.C. 

My forces are at New Kent Court House. Have heard 
nothing at Williamsburgh up to half past three p.m. from 
either Kilpatrick or them. They have orders to wait till they 
do hear from his expedition. 

Benj. F. Butler, Maj. Gen’l. Comdg. 

From General Butler 

Fort Monroe, Va., March Srd, 1864”8 p.m. 

Eon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War 
The following despatch received from my aide at Fort 
Magruder, who went out with my forces to New Kent Court- 
House; 

Arrived all safe. General Kilpatrick is Fere, having lost less than 150 men, among 
whom were Colonels Dahlgren, (Major) Cooke, and Litchfield. Colonels Dahlgren 
and (Major) Cooke are supposed to be prisoners; Litchfield either wounded or killed. 
Went within outer line of fortifications; was engaged until dark with the enemy. 
Colonel Spear will be in to-morrow. 

B. F. Butler, Major-General 

Official Records, Series I, Vol. S3, Page 197, 
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From General Butler 

Bead Quarters Dept, of Va. & N. C., Foet Mo^oe, Mar, Srd, 1864 

Maj. Gen’l H. W. Halleck, General in Chief 

Geeebal: I beg leave to communicate for your information 
the following enclosures ^ from General Peck. If his informa- 
tion is correct, and he thinks it reliable, it is very evident that 
I should have more troops here. I have none that I can 
safely send him with security to my present lines. It would 
be desirable to have a large force to operate in North Caro- 
lina. I have the honor to be. Very Eespy, 

Your obdi. Servant, 

Benj. F. Butler, Maj. General Commanding 
From General Butler 

NoeK)LK, March 4, 1864 

My dear Niece: Your Aunt Mary has decidedly improved 
in health, and will be so far helped by the spring air and warm 
weather as to make her quite weU. 

Your old acquaintance, the Quaker, called on me two or 
three days ago, and is quite well and very happy to have 
escaped so luckily a visitation of the prevaUing fever in his 
town, of which you have heard. He is going back to the North 
soon. He says your sisters are all quarrelling over the ques- 
tion whose baby is the prettiest, but I decide in favor of 
Emily’s, perhaps because it is the fattest. All are well and 
send love. 

1 should like to tell you about the negro soldiers here, but I 
suppose if I did they would not let the letters go through. 
Keep up good heart, Eliza. I hope we shall soon get through 
our trials, and meet in a better country where all will be 
peace and happiness. 

Your ajfectionale Uncle, Thomas Ap. Jones ^ 

^ Enclosures: (2) letters from Maj. Gen. Peck to Maj. Gen. Butler, dated Feb. 29, 
1864. See Official Records, Series I, Vol. S3, Pages 6S4r^S5. 

2 The foregoing letter is what Miss Van Lieu read on opening the envelope. When 
she applied acid and heat, Gen. Butler’s real message was as follows: 

“The boy Wardwell & Quaker have arrived. Give what accoimt you can of the 
rebel rams. Letter about messenger received. Does messenger need money? If 
so, give him all he wants, and it shall be repaid. Arrests will be made. Will there 
be an attack in North Carolina? How many troops are there? Will Richmond be 
evacuated? If any thought of it, send word at once at my expense. Give all possi- 
ble facts. 
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From General Butler 

Eeadqmrters, Dept. Fa. and N. C., Fort Monroe, March 4«ft, 1864 

Major General E. A. Hitchcock, Commissioner of Exchange 
General: I have the honor to enclose to you a Report of 
a Board of Survey which I ordered to investigate the question 
of the robbery from the Confederate Officers of their baggage 
on the trip from Johnson’s Island to Point Lookout. It was 
certainly a very outrageous proceeding, and ought to be fully 
investigated. 

I have the honor to request that you will order the wit- 
nesses suggested in the enclosure to be at once sent to Point 
Lookout, to report to the Commanding Officer there. I have 


the honor to be, very respectfully. 


Yr. obdt. servt., 


B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Commdg. dc Com. of Exck. 


Enclosure referred to in Foregoing Letter 

Ordinance Office, Pt. Lookoitt, Md., Mar. Srd, 1864 

Brig. General G. Marston 

General: In accordance with instructions from the “Board 
of Survey” convened by Special Order No. 62, dated Hd. 
Qrs., St. Mary’s Dist. Md. Feby. 25th, 1864. I have the 
honor to report that the Board has examined all the evidence 
that can be obtained at this Point. In order to obtain all the 
facts pertinent to the case, and to make a full report, the 
Board respectfully requests that the following witnesses and 
evidence may be furnished, viz: 

I. Capt. Linnell, of “Hoffman’s Battalion,” Officer Com- 
manding Prisoners’ Guard. 

II. Lieut. Hutchinson, Officer of Prisoners’ Guard. 

III. A certified copy of the orders and instructions given to 

Capt. Linnell and other officers in regard to the bag- 
gage of the Confederate officers, prisoners of war, who 
arrived at this port February 13th, 1864, transferred 
from Johnson’s Island. 

IV. A certified statement from Brig. Gen. Terry, who it 

appears from testimony before the Board assured 
Gen. Jeff. Thompson at Sandusky, Ohio, that the 
baggage of the Confederate officers would be safe, as 
to the fact of such assurance and the order if any in 
the case. 
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I would also inform you that the Board adjourned to reas- 
semble at the call of the President. I am, 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. T. Sargent, Lieut. & Recorder of Board of Survey 


From Frank P. Blair, Jr. 


Asst. Sec. G. V. Fox 


Washington City, H. of R., March 1864 


Dear Fox: Messrs. Oliver and Co. desire to get a permit from 
the Navy Dept, to bring certain cotton from North Carolina, 
etc. etc., I have read their statement and considered it well, 
and I believe that under the circumstances set forth the re- 
quest ought to be granted. It is a matter in which I feel a very 
considerable interest on accoimt of a friend who has introduced 
their papers to me, and if you can do so in accordance with 
your sense of right and duty I shall feel under obligations to you. 

Respectfully, Frank P. Blair, Jr. 


From General Butler 

Ed. Qrs. Dept. Va. and N. C., Post Moneoe, March Mh, 1864 

Eon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War 
Sir: I have the honor to request that Capt. H. W. Keyes, 
IJftk Regt. U.S.A., 5th Corps Army of the Potomac, be de- 
tailed to report to me as a Field Officer in the Regiment of 
enlisted rebel prisoners which I have. 

Upon a full and thorough examination of the matter, I am 
certain that I can make as efficient and reliable a regiment as 
there is in the service from that material. I have the honor 
to be very respectfully, 

Your obt. send., B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 


From General Butler 

March 4, 1864 

Eon. E. M. Stanton, Sec’y. of War, Washington, D.C. 

Upon being notified of the intended movement of Genl. 
Kilpatrick, I ordered Col. West to take 2000 infantry, 1000 
cavalry, and a battery of artillery, and to march to New Kent 
C. H., & remain there to render such aid as might be necessary 
to Gen. Kilpatrick. Col. West reports to me his return as fol- 
lows (then Col. West’s report ^ of to-day by telegram) . 

Benj. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 


1 Col. West’s Report. See Qfificial Records, Series I, Vol. 33, page 198. 
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From President Lincoln ^ 

Exectdwe Mansion, Washington, March 4, 1864 

Majoe-Gbneeal Bxjtlee, Foet Moneoe, Va. 

Admieal Daelgeen is here, and of course is very anxious 
about his son. Please send me at once all you know or can 
learn of his fate. ^ Lincoln 

From General Butler 

March 4, 1864 

Brig. Gen. Kilpateick, Foet Mageudee 

Telegeaph all you know of the loss of Dahlgren. Where 
he is & what has happened to him. 

Benj. F. Butlee, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 


From General Butler 


March 4, 1864 


Gen’l. 1. J. WisTAE, Philadelphia _ 

Yohe chance is not lost. Gen. Kilpatrick has come in. 

Don t hurry. Benj. F. Bhtlee, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 


From General Butler 

~ XT March 4, 1864 

Wild, Norfolk 

Oedee 500 men of 27 Mass, to report to Genl. Heckman 
immediately near Suffolk. Send a good officer in command 


of them. 


Benj. F. Butlee, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 


From General Butler 


March 4, 1864 


Gen. Heckman, Near Suffolk 
I HAVE ordered 500 men of 27 Mass, to report to you im- 
mediately. Use your own discretion in regard to attacking 
the enemy. I would not attack unless there is something to be 

gained by a fight. Benj. F. Butlbe, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 


From General Butler 

March 4, 1864 

The Peesident, Washington 
I FOBWAED the annexed from Gen. Kilpatrick (see telegram 
of Gen. Kilpatrick of this date). In addition, a rebel deserter 

1 “Abraham Lincoln,” p. 98. 
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informed one of my aides that a one-legged Col. and about a 
hundred men were taken prisoners. 

I shall hear by flag-of-truce on Sunday night. Will tele- 


graph again. 


Bekj. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 


From General Butler 

Henrt Wilson 


^ March Uh, 1864 


Mt dear Sm: I dismissed Lt. Col. A. D. Martin, 1st. 
U.S. Colored, for getting verj' drunk at a public fair, and 
appearing there to the disgrace of himself and his uniform. 
I am somewhat surprised at the letter of the Rev. Henry Ward 
Beecher, in which he says that on Christmas evening Col. 
Martin was too convivial. Not a very clergymanlike way of 
expressing gross drunkenness at a public charitable fair. 
Upon all matters of religion I will take Mr. Beecher’s opinion 
where I coincide with him, but I would rather he would not in- 
terfere with my officers if they are “too convivial” members of 
the Plymouth Church. If I did not think it was for the good of 
the service to remove Col. Martin I should have reinstated him. 
I made the dismissal after a full hearing of Col. Martin in per- 
son. Drunken officers are the curse of our colored soldiers, and 
I will reform it in this Dept, if I can in spite of Henry Ward 


Beecher or the devil. I am, 


Very truly yours 


From General Butler 

Eeadqvmters, Department Fa., and N, C., Foet Moneoe, March 1864 

CNot in chronological order] 

Bev. Henry Ward Beecher, Brooklyn, N.Y. 

Mt dear Sir: Your letter in regard to Lieut. Col. Marlin 
received. I thank you for said expressions of approval of my 
course. I never should have applied such a harsh measure of 
justice to any officer for a single act of intoxication. I made 
myself sure by personal examination that it was not a single 
act but habitual. The difficulty is that in the field men lose 
the restraining influence of home and membership of the 
church. However, if Lt. Col. Martin will enlist in the Army 
of the United States, and serve three months, and at the 
end of that time bring a certificate from his officer that he has 
not touched intoxicating liquors, I will commend him to be 
reinstated or for appointment in another regiment. I am 
Very truly yours, B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Commdg. 
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From President Lincoln 

War Defartment, Adjutant General's Office, Washington, D.C., January \ith, 1864 

[Not in chronological order] 

Major General B. F. Butler, XJ, S. Vols. Comdg. Dept, of 

Virginia and North Carolina, Fort Moistroe, Va. 

General: By direction of the President of the United 
States, you will revoke so much of Paragraph 1, Special 
Orders No. 66, from your Head Quarters, dated Dec. 31st, 
1863, as dismisses from service Lieut. Col. A. D. Martin, 
1st H. S. Colored Troops, and will restore that ofiScer to his 
command. I have the honor to be. Very respectfully. 

Your obdt. Servant, E. D. Townsend, Asst. Adjt. Gen. 

From General Butler 

Head Quars, Deyt Va. and N. C., Fort Monroe, Jan. 11 th, 1864 

[Not in chronological order] 

Col H. C. Deming, M.C. 

Colonel: I did not expect from the relations that have 
heretofore existed between us, that you would interfere with 
your personal and political influence in behalf of an officer 
whom I had foimd it necessary for the discipline of my com- 
mand to discharge. Your knowledge of me should have 
taught you that I should not have done it without good 
reason. I wish you would point out what act of my life towards 
you, or within your knowledge, justifies the movement of 
yours in regard to Col. John A. Nelson. I have the honor to be. 
Very respectfully. 

Your obt. sent., B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comd’g 

From General Butler to Henry C. Deming 

Bead Quarters Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina, Fort Monroe, Va., 

March w^th, 1864 

My dear Henry: I did not know until I read Nelson’s 
defence before the Court of Inquiry, and found out what an 
infernal liar he is, how much I had wronged you in my mind 
upon the Nelson affairs. 

I took and acted upon his representations, and they were 
all wrong I doubt not now, and I wrote you too hotly — for- 
give me. I felt much grieved at what I thought your action, 
which I am now convinced was misrepresented. 

You have made a capable hit in your speech. It is worthy 
of you. 
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Wlien are Mrs. Henry and yourself coming down here to 
visit US; Yours Most Truly 

From General Butler 

Hdgrs, Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina, Foet Monboe, March 5th, 1864 

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee, Commanding off 
Neweobt News 

Admteiax,: I have news of an attack meditated upon our 
forces at Suffolk. The rebels have captured our telegraph 
boat and broken up our telegraph line at the Eastern Shore. 
With what force can you aid us in the Nansemond? Please 
reply by telegraph. I have the honor to be, 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. F. Butler, Major-General, Commanding 

Official Records, Series I, VoL 33, Page 644. 

From General Butler 

Headquarters, Department Va., and N. C., Foet Monboe, March 5th, 1864 

Maj. Gen. John J. Peck, Commanding Newbeen, N.C. 

Geneeal: I send you enclosed all the information I have 
about the movements of the enemy. I am preparing to meet 
them at Suffolk. 

If you are right about the 25,000 men in North Carolina, 
the enemy must be not only ubiquitous, but more numerous 
than the sands of the sea. Kilpatrick is just in from his raid, 
and he swears Pickett’s Division is at Bottom’s Bridge. Heck- 
man insists that it is in front of him, and you think it in front 
of you, and he wrote me a letter a few days ago from Petersburg. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 

Yr. obdt. servt., B. F. Butlek, Major General Commanding 

From General Butler 

March 5 , 1864 

Brig. Gen. Bibnet, at wharf on board the “Daniel Webster,” 
at Poetsmouth, Va. 

An attack being threatened on our lines above Portsmouth, 
you win land your forces and proceed to report to Brig. Gen. 
Heckman for orders. The exigencies of the service in my 
judgment demand this detention of your force. 

Benj. F. Butlee, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 
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From General Butler 

CiPHEB. March 5, 1864 


Brig. Genl. Heckman 

Telegram rec’d. Will have reinforcements to you this 
evening. Gen. Birney with regiment will land within an hour 
at Portsmouth. You will be heavily reinforced to-morrow 
with 2000 of Kilpatrick’s Cavalry and Duncan’s Brigade. 

Benj. F. Bxjtlee, Maj. Gen. Commdg. 


From General Butler 

March 5, 1864 

Brig. Gen. Heckman, Comdg. near Suffolk 
I SEND you by letter all the account I can get of the forces 
in front of you. Copies of statements of deserters. 

I have got your telegram. The forces are greatly over- 
estimated in strength. The regiments may be all there, but 
they are not so strong as you suppose. I have ordered the 
8 N. Y. Battery to you. If the enemy mean mischief, look 
out for them to-night. 

Can a gunboat aid you in the Nansemond.^ Keep me ad- 
vised by telegraph. g^Nj. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 


From General Butler 

March 5, 1864 

Brig. Gen. Kilpatrick, Yorktown, Va. 

Transports for your cavalry will be at Newport News at 

sunrise. Benj. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 


From General Butler 

Hdgrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina^ Fort Monroe, March Qtk, 1864 

Brigadier-General Birney, Commanding Brigade Colored Troops 
General: I have to thank you and the portion of your 
command that were with you for the prompt assistance ren- 
dered by yourself and command in the menace of the Con- 
federates upon Suffolk. The willingness and promptness 
with which you acted are worthy of all praise. I am only 
sorry that the exigencies of the service take yourself and your 
troops out of my command. I have the honor to be. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. F. Butler, Major-General, Commanding 
OfiSdal Becords, Series I, Vol. 33, Page 660. 
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From General Butler 


March 6, 1864 

The President, Washington, D.C. 

We have heard from Col. Dalhgren. Lt. Col. C. Cook and 
about one hundred (100) men are at King and Queen’s Court 
House. We have sent out to bring them in. This I hear by 
telegraph from Gen. Kilpatrick. 

Benj. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 


From General Butler 


March 6, 1864 


Comdg. Officer at Newport News, Va. 

Have transports all arrived and is everything going on right? 

Benj. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 


From General Butler 


March 6, 1864 

Brig. Gen. Heceman, Comdg. at Getty’s Station 
Relieve Genl. Birney and his command. 

Benj. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 


From General Butler 

March 6, 1864 

Brig. Gen. C. A. Heckman, Comdg. at Getty’s Station 
Press the enemy. Especially at the North Carolina Regi- 
ments at Ivor station. Drive or capture them. 

B. F. Butler 


From General Butler 

March 6, 1864 

Brig. Gen. Kilpatrick, Getty’s Station 
Have your men ready to march to-morrow morning for 
Gloucester Point. Transportation will be at Portsmouth for 
you. I shall be at Norfolk about 9 o’clock. 

Benj. F. Butler, Maj. Genl. Comdg, 


From General Butler 


March 6, 1864 

Col. R. N. West, Comdg. Fort Magruder 
How many men can you spare from your command, artil- 
lery and infantry to go on a little raid towards XJr^bana? 

Benj. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 
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From General Butler 

March 6, 1864 

Gen. Heckman, Getty’s Station 
If you are satisfied the enemy has gone, you need not press 

him further. Benj. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 


From General Butler 

March 6, 1864 

Rear Admiral S. P. Lee, Newport News 
Gun boats no longer needed on the Nansemond, — the 
enemy has retired. g^Nj. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 


From General C. A. Heckman 

Bead Quarters U. S. Forces, near Portsmouth, Va., March 7 , 1864 

Major General Butler 

Sir: I have the honor to report that on the 4th inst. the 
commanding officer at the outpost (Barnards Mills) reported 
the enemy advancing from the village of Suffolk in force. 
Their line of skirmishers presenting a formidable front for 
my necessarily small force at that post, I immediately sent 
the 23d Mass., Col. Elwell, and one section of 3 inch guns to 
his support, and went to the front to ascertain fully the state 
of affairs. 

I found that they had established a strong line of pickets 
just without rifle range. 

Having placed to the best advantage the small force at 
hand, I asked for the 27th Mass., which was promptly sent 
me, and made use of. Information received from deserters 
and others deterred me from attacking, of which you were 
duly informed. 

On receiving your telegram informing me that reinforce- 
ments were on the way, I immediately returned to head Qrs. 
(leaving the advance in command of Col. Elwell, 23d Mass.) 
to make the proper disposition of the troops as they arrived. 
Brig. Gen’l Birney was sent forward to the front with one of 
his regiments; the 7th. Col. Duncan was assigned to the 
command at Dower’s Hill, one of his Regt’s, the 5th, having 
reinforced that Post, a most important point in case of an 
attack on our main position. 

On Sunday morning, Gen’l Kilpatrick arrived, and kindly 
offered the service of himself and command. Sunday after- 



LETTERS OF GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER 495 


noon received intelligence that the enemy were retiring. I 
immediately proceeded to the front, and with the 2d U. S. 
Cold. Cav., Col. Cole, started in pursuit. From all the in- 
formation that could be obtained from prisoners and others, 
I learned that the enemy commenced retiring about 12 o’clock 
Saturday night, evidently frightened away by the firing from 
the Admiral’s gunboats. I followed them about eight miles 
beyond Sufiolk toward the Blackwater, thoroughly scouring 
the roads for miles, and am satisfied they are beyond the 
Blackwater. General Ransom was below Sandy Cross at last 
accounts, making for the Blackwater. As soon as this demon- 
stration was made in front, I ordered the 10th N. H. Vols. 
to reenforce Col. Roberts in the District of Currituck, who kept 
his cavalry constantly at work scouring the country, and 
reports the canal navigable, and that it has not been inter- 
fered with during the recent visit of the enemy. 

Col. Roberts is untiring in his efforts to free Ids district from 
guerillas and the enemy, and has matters in much better 
condition than they have been heretofore. Col. Keese of 
the 118th N. Y. Vols., comd’g. outpost near Deep Creek, has 
also been vigilant and active with his command. The country 
is thoroughly patroUed, and reconnoissances are made fre- 
quently. Detachments are now out from both Robert’s and 
Keese’s commands. Their reports I will forward as soon as 
they arrive. 

Immediately upon my arrival at the front yesterday, find- 
ing that the enemy had retired, I at once relieved General 
Bimey and his regiment stationed there, and they have 
returned. The enemy have disappeared entirely, and all is 
quiet. I have the honor to be, Gen’l, Very respectfully, 
Your obH serv’t, C. A. Heckman, Brig. Genl. Ccmi’g. 


From H. C. Deming to General Butler 

Washington Citt, March 1 th, 1864 

My dear General: I was happy to receive your com- 
munication of the 5th inst., and to be assured that the mis- 
representations of Colonel Nelson had created no permanent 
misunderstanding. 

The bearer of this letter is Mr. C. L, Dimon, who visited 
us in New Orleans for the purpose of purchasing cotton and 
sugar. He is now desirous of having access to the tar and 
turpentine and rosin region of your department. I do not 
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wish to ask anything for him that is in conflict with any of 
your regulations, or that is not consonant with the public 
interests. If, however, you are allowing traders to go to 
North Carolina for the purpose of purchasing these articles, 
it will be an obligation to me if you would extend to him the 
same privileges and facilities which you are extending to 
others. 

I am glad to learn that you are pleased with my speech. I 
found nothing substantial upon which to place my foot imtil 
I imbibed the principles upon which it is based. 

Mrs. Deming presents her compliments to Mrs. Butler, and 
when the weather becomes milder we both intend to accept 
your invitation and pay you a visit. I am. 

Very truly yours, Henbt C. Deming. 


From General Butler 


March 19 

Mt dear Deming: I forward pass for seK and wife from 
Baltimore, and I hope to see you soon. 

Truly yours, B. F. B. 


From 3. Wolf to Rev. Dr. MeMurdy 

Washington, D. C., March 7 tK 1864 

Dear Doctor: Since conversing with you, I have pon- 
dered over matters which were the burden of our conversation, 
and as a free interchange of opinion must certainly result in 
eventual good, — however humble the person offering the 
same, — I take this opportunity of expressing my belief in 
a policy, which for a moment dormant, must and will prevail 
finally, knowing you, and aU of those who adhere to the 
Doctrine by you advocated, to be thoroughly loyal and 
National, — not loyal in the hackneyed lip phraseology, — 
I cannot hesitate to avow a corresponding degree of interest 
for and in behalf of those Eternal principles of Equity and 
Justice which underlie all good Governments. 

Exchange is one of these principles, he who never changes 
his opinions about Men and Measures is an Emblem of stu- 
pidity and fanaticism. Nature constantly resounds with the 
Grand Requiem of “passing away,” therefore it is but an in- 
dication of Progress, when Man arouses from his torpid 
slumber, casts off the chains and trammels of Party and 
faction, and stands resurrected from its fell influence, sublime 
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and immortal in his efforts for the amelioration of his Race 
and home. 

This Principle being based upon Moral as well as philo- 
sophical Truths, it becomes necessary for all true Patriots, 
who love mankind with sincere devotion, who adore Govern- 
ments for the good they confer upon the many, to rouse, 
in this hour of our Nation’s greatest Peril. That danger no 
longer consists of the armed foe in RebelKon, but in the 
would-be defenders at Home, when the sword has done its 
duty, the Pen has to achieve a mightier task; it is the next 
Administration, which is to shape in its Civil policy the 
destiny of the Republic, and since History teaches by ex- 
amples, it is not necessary to state that the present adminis- 
tration has most signally failed. Mr. Lincoln may mean well, 
but he has far greater faculty for perpetuating evil than good, 
he is a politician never a statesman, he Hves, breathes, and 
has his being in the brief hour that fortune — ever bhnd — 
has allotted to him, he knows not history and its glorious 
teachings, he has no aspirations for immortality, is not imbued 
with those divine principles of progress which mark the era, 
and encircle the brow with the glorious wreath of genius. 
Vacillating in policy, undecided in action, weak in intellectual 
grasp, he writhes in contortions of dissimulation that would 
do Blondin honor. He has not the moral courage to evoke the 
genius of Universal Emancipation, and, hid him to preside. 

The American continent being so constituted as ever to 
remain one, single and united in purpose and thought, it is 
highly important that some combination among the friends 
of our coimtry’s future should exist in this hour of its greatest 
necessity. The War being waged by the friends of liberty, 
is not to destroy society, upheave the foundations of law, by 
issuing Edicts, Papal Bulls, or Ukases, but to preserve & unite, 
and by destroying root and branch of the Monster which has 
been the skeleton in om household affections, invite every 
one from the downtrodden shores of Europe to emigrate 
hither, and thus verify that the “Star of Empire westward 
moves.” 

The German element, the much unjustly despised Jew, is 
heart and soul for any movement, which will do away with 
Vacillation and Buffoonery, they desire some live man at the 
helm who can by the force of his indomitable wiU, by the 
inspiration of his genius, by the grasp of his intellect, steer 
clear from any base compromises, but win success by the 

VOL. Ill — 34 
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brilliancy of bis actions, whether on the field or in the Cabinet. 
And I think I am not saying anything not warranted by ob- 
servation and facts, that we look for such a man in Butler, 
Fremont, or Chase. 

My personal choice would be Gen. Butler, although he has 
not become acquainted with an honest, intelligent Jew. I 
trust the day may not be far distant when he will find a host, 
his admirers and adherents. Hoping you will pardon haste, 
etc., I am, sir, with great esteem 

Very truly your ohdt. sent., S. Wolf 

From General Butler 

Yokktown, March Sik , 1864 

General Heckman, Getty’s Station 

Geneeal: Have Duncan’s brigade ready to embark at 
Portsmouth at 7 o’clock to-morrow morning without fail, 
with two days’ cooked rations and 70 rounds ammunition. 
The proper officers at Norfolk will answer your requisition 
in this behalf. Telegraph me at Fortress Monroe any diffi- 
culties in the way of the execution, and will smooth the diffi- 
culties, but there must be no impossibility. 

B. F. Butler, Major-General, Commanding 

Official Records, Series I, Vol. SB , Page 659. 


From General Butler 

March 8, 1864 

Col. Duncan, Comdg. CoVd. Brigade, Heckman’s Division 
What is the calibre of your arms.? How many rounds 
of ammunition have you? Be ready to embark at Portsmouth 
to-morrow morning as early as 8 o’clock with two days’ 
cooked rations. Transportation will be at wharf. 

Answer by telegraph upon the receipt of this at whatever 

Benj. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 


From General Butler 

March 8, 1864 

Col, Duncan, Comdg. American House, Portsmouth 

Seventy rounds of ammunition is enough. Boats wdll be 

there by seven o’clock. Get off as early as nine o’clock sure, 

& report to Genl. Wistar at Yorktown for orders, without 

disembarkation. t, n • n n j 

Benj. F. Butler, Mag. Gen. Comdg. 
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From General Butler 

Brig. Gen. Heckman 

Capt. Riggs will remain. Capt. Simpson and his Battery 
may be sent forward. Riggs may send and get his camp 
equipage. Tell his men to be careful not to destroy their 
encampment. They may have to move back to it in a few 
days. Have you received my telegram from Yorktown? 
Are the necessary orders given.!* 

Benj. F. Butlee, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 


March 8, 1864 


From General Butler 

Sec’y. of War 

Flag-op-Truce boat is in bringing forty-eight officers and 
sis hundred odd privates, delivered for exchange. 

Richmond papers give accoimt of Dahlgren’s death and of 
Cook’s capture. Richmond papers of to-day say that on 
6th of March Sherman was at Canton, that he has taken a 
large number of negroes, and leaves the country perfectly 
impoverished. 

No further news of interest save that the Richmond papers 
state that the Confederates have ordered all Kilpatrick’s 
officers that they have captured, in irons. 

Benj. F. Butleb, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 


From General Butler 


March 9, 1864 

Gen. WisTAR, Yorktown 

We have been delayed by the fog. Boats & steamers passed 
here at half past one. 

Benj. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 


From General Butler 

March 9 , 1864 

W. A. Dunn, Telegraph Operator, Cherrystone, Va. 

The “Titan” is destroyed, and you are all safe if you keep 

awake. Benj. F. Butler, Maj. Genl. Comdg. 


From General Butter to General Wistar 

Head Quarters Dept, of Va. & No. C., Fort Monroe, March 9, 1864 

General: I send you the “Winnants.” Keep her until 
you move finally from the water. Then send her back to me. 
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See that no transport is left behind when you do move, without 
orders. That will have to be superintended by some one of 
yoim Staff. 

I will endeavor to communicate with Commodore Parker 
by tonight’s boat. I shall tell him to watch from Friday out 
for three days. 

As I telegraphed you, the fog has delayed us, but I hope 
not enough to break the connections. 

Commodore Parker informs me that the “Titan” was 
burned up the Pankatank. The Richmond papers say the 
Rebels are making an attempt to get the machinery to Rich- 
mond. I have the honor to be. 

Very Respectfully, Your obdt. Servant 
Benj. F. Butlee, Mdj. Genl. Commanding 

From General Butler 

Bead Quarters Dept of Va. N, C.y Fort Monroe, March 0th, 1864 

Commodore F. A. Paekee, Commdg. Potomac Flotilla 

Commodoee: I have directed General Wistar to endeavor 
to sweep the Peninsula from West Point to the bays, between 
the York and Rappahannock Rivers, for the purpose of catch- 
ing furloughed men, raiders, and whatever force there may be 
there, and the material of the so-called Naval Brigade. 

I wish you to send as much force as you can spare up the 
Rappahannock, and watch it from ten miles below TJrbana 
to its mouth, so as to prevent any crossing, as the Rebels will 
undoubtedly endeavor to get away in that direction, and 
catch what they have got of boats or flotilla. We will take 
care of the York and Mobjack Bay. 

I will also send a light-draft boat up the Pankatank so as 
to leave you all your force for the Rappahannock, and its 
Bay. 

From Friday morning onward, I would suggest that through 
Friday, Saturday, Sunday, and Monday you keep a watch. 
I have no doubt you will catch enough to repay you. 

Please inform me at the earliest possible moment if you can 
comply with this request. I have the honor to be. 

Very Respectfully, Your obedient Servant, 

Benj. F. Butlee, Major General Commanding 
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From General Butler 

Head Quarters Dept, of Va. & N. C. Fort Monroe, March 9th, 1864 

Maj. Genl. Peck 

I HAVE received your despatches by the “Saxon,” and 
return her at once. I still think you are mistaken in regard 
to the designs of the Rebels in North Carolina. I am certain 
you are as to the disbanding of Lee’s Army. I enclose to you 
a copy of the operations in front of Suffolk where Robinson 
has been on a foraging expedition. 

He crossed the Pasquotank day before yesterday at Frank- 
lin. Communication on the Canal has not been interrupted 
a single day, except a stupid Captain got frightened because 
some one fired a gun in the woods and came back. With the 
forces you have we shall expect you to hold North Carolina 
against all comers. Don’t let the Army get frightened at the 
Ram. She must at least have two feet of water to float in, and 
with proper vigilance you can take care of her. 

If in your report you will send down and get the names of 
the Commanders of the various Brigades, and then reckon 
not more than 1800 men to a “Brigade,” you wfll at once 
test the immense exaggeration of the number of forces. Cling- 
man and Elzey’s Brigades have been brought back to Weldon. 
Furloughs have been granted to many of Lee’s Army by 
companies to go home and recruit iJiemselves, and their 
horses, until the 31st of March. 

I send you some late Richmond papers containing accounts 
of Kilpatrick’s Raid, by which you will see that the Rebels 
have no intention of interfering with you. But do not relax 
your vigilance. I have laid your previous despatches before 
General Halleek, and he tells me that he knows of no troops 
that can be spared for our Department, so we must work 
along as we are. 

As soon as I can get back the veterans here I will release 
those re-enlisted with you. I have the honor to be, 

Your Obedient Servant, 

Benj. F. Butler, Major General Commanding 
From General Butler 

Major White, Provost Marshal, Eastern Shore 1864 

There must be no money charged for permits, nor any 
tax on trade except the one per cent, which we collect. 

Benj. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 
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From General Butler 

March 9, 1864 

To the Peesidbnt, Washington, D.C. 

The causes of the imprisonment of Billisoly are: 

1st. He is a secessionist, has had 11 children & grandchil- 
dren in the Confed. Army, said he was sorry he hadn’t more. 

£nd. Has taken the Oath of Alleg., but says his sympa. is 
all with the South & not with the North. 

Srd. Over $200,000 of the assets of the Savings Banks of 
Portsmouth have been turned into his hands, & he refuses to 
give any account of it, & lies when he is examined about it. 

Ith. He had a secret box made under his daughter’s bed- 
room floor in which he concealed arms & the plate of another 
secessionist, & when called to account for it lied about it. 

5th. He is only committed until he will tell the truth as to 
the secretion of the Banks’ property: when he does this he 
will be brought up for examination. It is the common case 
of confinement of a witness for contempt. 

Benj, F. Butler, Maj. Genl. Comdg. 


From General Butler 


March 9, 1864 


Col. Morrison, Comdg. 16th N. Y. Arty., Yorktown 
There is a Russian Sailor enlisted in the 16th New York 
Artillery under some name or other. One of his names is 
Alexander Mykloski. Take great pains to have him hunted 
up. Report immediately with what success. If you find him 

send him to me. ^ Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 

(J. Cassels) 

From General Butler 

March 9, 1864 


Hon. E. M. Stanton, Sec. of War, Washington, D.C. 

On the 4th of Febry. I wrote to Maj. Gen. Hitchcock that 
a Capt. had been sent up in exch. for Capt. Wm. H. Irwin, 
5th Md. Vols. Capt. I. is exchgd. In regard to the Russian 
sailor, we have tried to find him under both names, but have 
not succeeded. Names are not always descripiton. Will try 

and hunt him up. ^ Butler, Maj. Genl Comdg. 
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From General Bidler 

Ed, Qrs, Dejpi. of Va, and N, <7-, Foeteess Moneoe, March 13, 1864 

[Not in chronological order] 

Hon. E. M. Stantox, Secretary of War 
Sir: I have forwarded the Russian sailor who after much 
tribulation we have found. At least he is the only Rtissian 
sailor we can find in our Department. If he is not the Russian 
sailor desired by your Order of 27th of February, we shall be 
glad to have him returned. I have the honor to be, 

Very respeclfully your oht. sent. 

B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 


From General Butler 


March 21, 1864. [Not in chronological order] 

Brig. Genl. E. R. S. Canbt, A.A.G.> Washington, D.C. 

On the 19th Feb’y. I rec’d an order from the War Dept, to 
forward a Russian sailor named Ales Mykloski to Maj. Genl. 
John A. Dix. After a great deal of trouble I found a Russian 
sailor, the only one I could, & sent him to Gen. Dix as ordered, 
and reported the fact to you. Yesterday the Russian sailor 
was returned from New York for duty to Yorktown, I sup- 
pose not being the one. Shall I send him up.? He is the only 


one I can find. 


Benj. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Commdg. 


From General Butler 

March 9, 1864 

Hon. Montgomery Blair, Postmaster General, 

Washington, D.C. 

Miss Gaston and Miss Manly, two ladies whom you are 
interested in, and I beheve distant relatives of yours, are now 
here, having come from City Point. 

They have refused to take the oath of allegiance to the 
Government, according to the rule here. Admiral Lee declines 
to interfere for them. Unless you desire to the contrary, I 


shall return them to City Point on Friday morning. 


(J. Cassels) 


Benj. F. Butler, Maj. Genl. Comdg. 


From the Postmaster General 

By Tblegbaph /ram Washington, Dated March 10, 1864 

To Maj. Genl. Butler 

The President wrote an order to Genl. Foster permitting 
Miss Gaston to return (to) her sister in Prince George’s County, 
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lie included her niece verbally to you. Do what you think is 
proper in the circumstances. ^ p ^ 

From General Butler to Admiral Dahlgren 

'HeadrQuarteTS Dept of Virginia and North Carolina, Office Commissioner for Exchange, 

Poet Moneoe, Va., March lOiA, 1864 

Mt dear Admiral; Much as I sincerely sympathize with 
you in your personal loss, I grieve yet more deeply for the loss 
sustained by our country in the death of yoirr hero and patriot 
son. To him is given the highest meed of a soldier’s life, 
a most glorious death; but how can his country supply his 
place.^ The admiration and love of his men for him I find is 
unbounded and its expressions most touching. 

I will have sad pleasure in doing everything I can to enable 
you to receive his remains. I would send a special flag of truce 
for this if I thought that mode the most effectual, which I do 
not in the present state of exasperation of the rebels at Rich- 
mond. My regular flag of truce will go up to-morrow morning 
with prisoners, and I will then make such an appeal to the Com- 
missioner Judge as I can, to have your request complied with. 

May I suggest the possibility that a personal letter from 
yourself either to him or some official you may know would 
aid the purpose.^ 

I shall direct the flag of truce to remain at City Point long 
enough to give ample time for reception of the remains. It 
win return probably Sunday or Monday. Beheve me. 

Truly Yours, B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. 

From Admiral J. A. Dahlgren 

U. S. Flagship “Harvest Moon” ojf Fortress Monroe, March 1864 

Major General B. F. Butler, Commanding Dept, of Virginia & 

North Carolina 

Mt dear General: I am deeply indebted for your kind 
sympathy, and submit to your better judgment in preferring 
the regular Flag of Truce. 

There is hardly any sacrifice that I would not incur to obtain 
the remains of my beloved son; but what can I say to the 
Rebel authorities that might not rather interfere with my pur- 
pose, — for my heart swells with indignation at the accounts 
given by the Richmond press, and their approval of the 
inhuman treatment which his dead body received. 
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My own official position also forbids the least concession 
that might be construed to lie in the path of duty. 

For these reasons I feel desirous that the request should 
come from you, stating if you choose that I have come here 
in the hopes of obtaining the body of my son, and await the 
decision. 

Be assured, my friend, that the blood of this young soldier 
has not been shed in vain, — and his example will nerve 
many a heart in struggles as desperate as that in which he 
fell. With much regard. 

Truly yours, John A. Dahlgren, R. Admiral U.S.N. 

From General Butler 

Headquarters, Department Fa., and N. C., Fobt Monroe, Mar. lOik, 1864 

To the Secretary of Christian Commission, Philadelphia 

I ENCLOSE the following papers from your delegate. 

The pay of a Post Chaplain in the Army is $60 per month, 
rations, quarters, and fuel. The pay of a Chaplain is a hundred 
dollars a month. 

I do not understand the nature of Mr. Willing's claims, 
and as he is your delegate I refer these papers to you, and 
beg that after you have made such observations as you think 
proper you will return them. I do not much admire the style 
of Mr. WiUing’s writings, as seen in the postscript endorsed 
on these papers. 

If I did not know that this was but a paraphrase for saying 
that he is a Minister of the Gospel, I should be induced to 
ask him for his credentials as a canvass ambassador for that 
great Being who is God over all, and should doubt very much 
his ability to produce them. I have the honor to be, 

Your obit, servt., B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Commanding 

From General Butler 

Headquarters, Dept. Va., and N. €., Fort Monroe, March lOih, 1864 

Brig. General G. Marston, Commdg. Point Lookout, Md. 

General: By direction of the Commdg. General I enclose 
to you a list of prisoners of war confined at Pt. Lookout, who 
either have taken or desire to take the Oath of Allegiance and 
Parole prescribed to those who wish to go to their homes 
within our lines, and remain there imtil the end of the War. 
The list contains twenty-one names. 

The Commanding General directs that you add to this list 
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tlie names of nineteen otters, so as to make forty, and then 
send these prisoners to these Headquarters. He also directs 
that you send ten of those prisoners who have taken the Oath 
and Parole prescribed for those who wish to work upon Gov- 
ernment works. Should any whose names are on the list 
I forward here, have been discharged, you will select substi- 
tutes so as to make the number complete. Please direct 
Lieut. Norcross to execute the above instructions. I have the 
honor to be, very respectfully, 

Yr. obit, sent., A. F. P. Captain and A.D.C. 

From L. A. Whitely to General Butler 

Washington, March lOtkt 1864 

My deae Sra: After ten days of negotiation, with the aid 
of several Senators, etc., we have reached a definite conclusion 
in regard to the propeller “Princeton.” The first point made 
was that the Treasury Regulations 51, 52, 53, and 54, referred 
to in the permit, were not yet in force in your Deptmt., and 
consequently the permit was insufficient. Next, it was con- 
tended by the Secretary of the Navy that the ingress and egress 
of the vessel would be a breach of blockade. After numerous 
conferences with Mr. Chase and Mr. Welles (the former cor- 
dially commending the enterprise as proper and judicious), 
it was settled upon that the voyage could be made as a mili- 
tary necessity, of which the commandant of the Deptmt. is 
the sole judge. Letters have been written by Senators Harding, 
Nesmith, and Pomeroy to you, and by Fred P. Stanton to 
Admiral Lee. If in your judgment it is wise to send in the 
“Princeton” to obtain information, or to have large amounts 
of Southern products placed where it may be reached without 
cost of blood or treasure by the Government, all agree that 
you have the authority to do so and that Admiral Lee will 
co-operate heartily. 

If you will see Mr. Oliver he can give you an interesting 
history of the affair, and you will see at once how the expedi- 
tion can be carried out with perfect propriety and great public 
benefit. I hope you will have a conversation with Mr. Oliver. 
Very truly and respectfully. 

Your obedient servant, L. A. Whitely 
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From General BuUer 

Headquarters, Dept Va., and N. C., Foet Monboe, March llih, 1864 

Col. W. Hoitman, Commdg. General of Prisoners, 

Washington, D.C. 

Colonel: I wish you would send to me at Point Lookout 
what privates, prisoners of war, there are at Port Delaware, 
and from other points: so that we may not have to hurry them 
in case the exchange comes on, as I believe it will. If it does, 
we shall want them at the rate of two thousand per week. 
That would press transportation. We can accomodate twenty 
thousand as well as any other number at Point Lookout. 

We want them there in time enough to have the four ques- 
tions directed by the President put to each one of them, copies 
of which I enclose. Every prisoner at Point Lookout has re- 
corded his name under one of the four questions. I have nearly 
a regiment recruited. I can get more when I get more pris- 
oners. I will be prepared to receive prisoners at any Point 
where there is steamboat navigation, upon being notffied. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 

Yr. ohdt. servt., B. F. Butlee, 

Major General Commanding and Commr. of Exchange 

From General Butler 

HeadqtuLTters, Department Fa., and N, C., Foet Monboe, Feb, ^6tk, 1864 

ONTot in chronological order] 

C. C. Fulton, Esq., Baltimore American 

Sm: I have received your anonymous com m unication. 
The following four questions are being put to every prisoner, 
and his name recorded and witnessed. 

First. Do you desire to be sent South as a prisoner of war 
for exchange.'* 

Second. Do you desire to take the oath of allegiance and 
parole, and enlist in the Army or Navy of the United States, 
and if so, in which.'* 

Third. Do you desire to take the oath and parole, and be 
sent North to work on public works, under penalty of death 
if found in the South before the end of the War? 

Fourth. Do you desire to take the Oath of Allegiance and 
go to your homes within the lines of the United States? 

I have no doubt four or five thousand men would take the 
Oath, and break it as soon as they take it, if by that means 
they could get out of prison. 
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In the course of ten days we shall have gone through the 
whole list of prisoners. We are more than half through now. 

The President has decided that no prisoner of war, as such, 
has a right to take advantage of the Proclamation except by 
special grace. Of course this is not written for publication. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully. 

Your ohdt. servL, B. P. Butler, Maj. Gen. Commdg. 


From General Butler 

Ed. Qrs. Dept, of Va. and N. C., Fort Monroe, March lltk, 1864 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War 

Sir: I have the honor to forward herewith descriptive rolls 
of all prisoners, officers, non-commissioned officers and pri- 
vates, designating each, and the dates of their delivery at 
City Point, which I have sent there since I have had the honor 
to take charge of the business of exchange. They will amount, 
when reduced to privates as equivalents, to one thou- 
sand nine hundred and nine. I have the honor to be very 
respectfully. 

Your obt. servt., B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 

From H. B. Anthony to General Butler 

Senate Chamber, Washington, March 11, 1864 

General: Accept my thanks for your prompt response to 
my request. The friends of Lt. Col. Sanderson have welcomed 
h im with great joy, — indeed every one appears to be well 
pleased with the success which has attended your practical 
solution of the question of exchanges. Believe me, General, 

Very Truly Yours, H. B. Anthony 

From General Butler 

Headquarters, Dept. Va. and N. C., Fort Monroe, March llth, 1864 

Hon. Robert Ould, Commr. for Exchange, Richmond, Va. 

Sir: I see by a Richmond paper, a copy of which I send for 
your information, that the officers who accompanied General 
Kilpatrick on his late expedition, and were captured by your 
forces, have been confined in irons. 

To such a report I give little credence, and before I take any 
action in relation to it desire an authoritative confirmation 
from yourself. I call you to witness that since I have had 
charge of the matter of exchange and treatment of prisoners. 
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I have endeavored that all things should be conducted in this 
regard upon the most humane principles of civilized warfare. 
I therefore shall not be considered by you as making a threat 
when I announce the determination of my Government to 
return the promptest and severest retaliation for the treat- 
ment of those officers, if I learn this report is possibly true. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 

Yr. ohdt. sent., B. F. Btjtlee, Maj. General Commanding 


From General Butler 

Headquarters, Dept. Va. and N. C., Fort Monroe, March lltk, 1864 

Hon. Robert OtruD, Agent for Exchange, Richmond, Va. 

Sir: I have the honor to request that the body of Col. 

TJlrie Dahlgren, late of the United States Army, which we learn 

is buried in Richmond, be permitted to be forwarded by Flag 

of Truce boat to be delivered to his afflicted father, who is 

waiting here to receive it. As remains of officers have been 

forwarded to their friends in this manner, I trust this request 

may be granted. Specially so, because I see by the Richmond 

papers that some circumstances of indignity and outrage 

accompanied his death. You do not war upon the dead as 

these papers would imply, and would it not be desirable to 

prevent all supposition that yom authorities countenance 

such acts by delivering the remains to the bereaved family.? 

Major Mulford is empowered to defray any expense that may 

attend the removal. „ 77 -LJt j. 

Respectfully, yr. obdt. servant, 

B. F. Butler, Maj. General Commanding 


From Admiral Dahlgren to General Butter 

March 11, 1864 

Mt dear General: My grateful thanks for your kind note 
in behalf of the remains of my brave boy. 

I have not a word to add, — if they refuse that, God help 

Most truly yours, John A. Dahlgren 
From General Butler 

Headquarters, Department Va. and N. C., Fort Monroe, March Wth, 1864 

C. S. Henrt, Esq., Supt. of Negro Affairs 
Sir: You are mistaken about those Treasury Agents over 
there. Stop them all. They have no right to issue any permits 
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to trade. Have no hesitation upon the subject. Anything 
that we, the military, permit to go into Eastville can be bought 
and sold as free as water can be drank, for all the Treasury. 
I have a full and thorough understanding with the Secretary 
upon this subject. I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 
Yr. ohdt. sent, B. F. Butlee, Maj. Gen. Commdg. 

From General Butler 

Headquartm, Department Va. andN. C., Foet Moueoe, March llth, 1864 

Brig. Gen. E. A. Wild, commanding Noepolk, Va. 

Geneeal: I have delayed writing you my action in regard 
to Wingfield. He came here and was examined. He claimed 
that he was conscientious in what he did; and that he felt it 
his duty to do so, and so far as I could judge, he appeared 
to be so. I gave him some time to consider upon the matter, 
after reasoning with him upon several questions involved in 
his duties as a citizen; and he informed me that he should 
return to his allegiance and take the oath; and I have no doubt 
he will carefully keep it. The difficulty with him is that he 
is full of Virginia abstractions, and would do right if his logic 
would let him. He needs very much the rubric of common 
sense. 

I understand that the house he lives in is the Rectory of 
the Church. I will have an investigation upon that subject, 
and will thank you for any information you have upon it. 
If it is the Rectory, and he fulfills his duties as Rector, and as 
loyal citizen, that is all we can desire, and we should not dis- 
turb him. If it is not, then it must take the usual fate of Rebel 
property. 

I return enclosed the papers you sent me. I am glad to see 
we are sustained, that our clergymen are sustained by our 
Bishop, Mr. Eastbum. As to the attacks of the World, I will 
teU you a secret. A year ago I offered to pay them a little 
something provided they did not stop abusing me, and they 
have dihgently kept it up ever since; but I trust you and I 
have got thick skins to their abuse. I have the honor to be, 
very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, B. F. Butlee, Maj. Gen. Commdg. 
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From Commodore Parlcer to General Butler 

United States Steamer Potomac Flotilla, March lltk, 1864 

General: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
your communication of the 9th instant. 

Before leaving the Pankatank on Monday last, I directed 
Act. Vol. Lt. Hooker, senior officer of the Rappahannock, to 
make a reconnoissance of this river as far as Urbana, on the 
following day. This reconnoissance was accordingly made 
and the shore communicated with, within sight of the enemy’s 
pickets, information being gained thereby that there was 
then but a small rebel force on the peninsula between the 
York and Rappahannock rivers. 

I have now directed Lieut. Hooker to comply with your 
request “to watch the Rappahannock from ten (10) miles 
below Urbana to its mouth,” until Tuesday morning next. 
The Pankatank being within the limits of my command, I 
will have it also properly guarded. 

I desire. General, at all times to co-operate with you heartily 
in your enterprises, and with this view would respectfully 
suggest that whenever my co-operation can be of service to 
you, you inform me fully, at the earliest possible moment of 
your designs, so that I may the more effectually aid you in 
carrying them out. 

I greatly fear now that the rebels will cross the Rappa- 
hannock above Urbana, but do not send my gim-boats further 
up the Rappahannock than the point indicated by you, lest 
by so doing I should thwart your plans. 

My Headquarters will be in the St. Mary’s river, Md., but 
as I am often called to the Navy Department, it would be 
well to send a copy of communications addressed to me to 
the .... {the rest of this letter was not foundif 

From General Butler 

Hdqrs. Dej>L of Virginia and North Carolina, Fort Monroe, March 11, 1864 

Brig. Gen. Marston, Commanding Point Lookout 

General: I sent you yesterday a 4 1-2 inch rifle gun, 100 
rounds of ammunition. The gun is on a siege carriage. I 
think that with that you will be able to protect yourselves 
from your friends in the mortar schooner. Captain Parqiihar, 
chief engineer, goes up to lay out the proper works for the 
protection of the harbor and of your prisoners. I enclose 
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herein a paper upon the subject of keeping the prisoners. 
Captain Farquhar is an engineer of great skill and promise, 
and I should advise you to adopt his suggestions. With your 
prisoners you will be able to make out those redoubts very 
quickly. Any requisition you may make upon us will be 
promptly answered. Of course you will make all the stock- 
ades of timber from the wood and not from sawed timber. 

I have the honor to be, 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. F. BtJTLER, Major-General, Commanding 

War Rec., No. 1, p. 667. 


From William C. Hopkins 

Baltimoeb, Md., March lltk, 1864 

Major General B. F. Btjtler, Commanding Department of 

Virginia and North Carolina 

Sie: The undersigned, a citizen of Baltimore, for himself 
and others respectfully asks that you will authorize him or his 
agents to proceed up the Roanoke and Chowan Rivers as far 
as prudence would justify, with a vessel or vessels, and to 
receive on board of them there, such country produce generally 
as he or his agents may be able to procure, for the money of 
Southern State or local banks, or in exchange for small parcels 
of groceries, etc., known as the necessaries of life, and not 
contraband of war. 

This being recommended as a military measure, the under- 
signed will give ample bond that the spirit and letter of your 
mstructions, and those of the Treasury Department, shall be 
complied with in all particulars. 

Very Respec^vlly Your Obedient Servant, 

Wm. C. Hopkins 


From General Butler 

Head Qrs. Dept. Va. de No. Fort Monroe, March 14, 1864 

[Not in clironological order] 

Wm. C. Hopkins 

The Treasury and Navy Departments giving permission, 
a permit is hereby granted for the purposes specified in this 
application, upon the applicant filing with the Provost Marshal 
a bond in the sum of twenty (20) thousand dollars conditioned 
that he will take nothing up said rivers save family supplies, 
and will not sell more than two himdred dollars’ worth to 
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any one family, and that no part of the supplies shall be those 
things ordinarily issued to troops in the field or garrison. 

B. F. Btjtleb, Maj. Oenl. Com’d’g 


From General Butler to Mrs. Butler 

Headquarters, Department of Virginia and North Carolina, 

Foet Moneoe, March 11, 1864 

My dear Sarah: Here is MeMurdy. He wishes to make 
you a stalking horse to write to me over. Read and say how 
you like it. I enclose also a letter from Wentworth. You 
win see the pot is beginning to boil. These will amuse you 
so I send them. 

All [well] save poor George’s death. Your Husband 


From T. Wentworth to General Butler 

Lowell, March (13) 1864. p^ot in chronological order] 

Dear General: The time for choosing delegates to the 
National Convention is approaching and we ought to have 
a full understanding upon our mode of procedure. I have 
agreed with Mr. Dunham for an interview the present week 
in order to come to a conclusion upon the best mode of appoint- 
ing the district delegates. There are two modes, one to elect 
the whole in a general convention, the other to choose all 
but two in the districts. When Chase was in the field we 
inclined to the choice by districts, under the idea that the 
Governor would be for Chase, and would exercise a potent 
influence in a general convention. Within a few days some 
people have been busy in circulating among members and 
others the idea that Gov. Andrew must be Vice President. 
I do not learn that he is privy to this. There is reason, I 
think, that he may be. He openly aspires to Wilson’s place. 
Bullock’s friends insist that he shall be a candidate in the 
next convention. What more likely than that the three would 
combine to place Andrew in the Vice President’s chair? Such 
a combination would weaken us here, as we are counting on 
the speaker, who can hardly be expected to renounce his 
claims for the office of Governor, the object of all his desires. 
Besides this, he is politically timid, and would rather negotiate 
than fight. 

Notwithstanding Mr. Chase’s withdrawal would seem to 
leave Mr. Lincoln apparently alone in the field, it is evident 
voi.. in — 33 
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tLat there is a strong sentiment in favor of a more efficient 
man. I am ignorant of the secret movements at Washington, 
and thus situated look upon Gen. Grant’s promotion as not 
unfavorable to you. He wiU be considered as the head of the 
Army, and his success then will indispose people to desire his 
removal from the field. If this sentiment for a more efficient 
man at the head of affairs should continue to increase, why 
may we not hope that the public attention will be turned 
towards you? Looking to that, we must do what we can to 
counteract this movement (if it shall prove to be a real one) 
in favor of Andrew. Some man must be selected for that 
office strong enough to rival Andrew, who I apprehend would 
be regarded with favor by a large portion of his party. We 
may fight him here under the colors of a Massachusetts can- 
didate for the Presidency with success, but not otherwise. 

I should like to hear from you in the course of the week if 
there is anything here deserving an answer. I shall probably 
be in Washington for a week or more in April, but shall not 
be absent from the convention. You are doubtless overrun 
with applications for commissions in the colored regiment. 
I infer so from the fact that I wrote you sometime since in 
favor of Charles Poor and another person, neither of whom 
have been so fortunate as to get a call from you. Poor is 
said to be an efficient officer; should you need one he would 
serve you with fidehty. 

Can you realize that Capt. George is dead? Although I 
saw him in his coffin, and stood by when all was lowered into 
the narrow grave, yet I cannot persuade myself I shall see 
him no more. Save a slight compression of the lips there 
was no change after death, the full features and fresh color 
of life remained, and but for the surroundings one could almost 
imagine him alive. Judge Perkins gave me this account of 
his last attack. He rode out on Sunday morning with his 
wife, and on returning he complained of not feeling very well 
drank about a half a glass of brandy, and fell at once. He 
remained a day or two speechless, was unable to express his 
wants or to speak accurately to assent or dissent what was 
proposed to him. Towards the latter part of the week his 
physicians were anxious he should take brandy, but he refused, 
and consented to be fed with gin in small quantities. Satur- 
day evening Mrs. Perkins persuaded him to take a little 
brandy, he consented and died in a half an hour. His friends 
did not consider him fully conscious at any time after he was 
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attacked, and so died Paul R. George. Neither of us have 
many such friends to lose. 

Please present my regards to Mrs. Butler and Mrs. Heard. 

Very truly yours, Tappan Wentworth 


From General Butler to Mrs. Butler 

Thursday evening, (No date.) 

Mt dearest Sarah: I arrived this morning after a tire- 
some night ride enhanced by a bad cough. I have been at 
work aU day in the Treasury Dept, over George’s accounts, 
and scarcely seen anybody. I have seen Carter, and he 
insists that both the President and Stanton are kindly dis- 
posed. Shall see them both tomorrow. I saw Seward, and 
he was gracious to an extreme. 

I indeed wish you were here. n ai. -o 

Goodbye , Benj. 


From General Butler to Mrs. Butler 

Washington, Saturday. (No date.) 

My dear Sarah: I have seen the President and fotmd him 
very gracious. I am to see him again. I fear to detail any 
portion of our conversation lest this letter should be seen by 
other eyes than yours. I may be detained here; if so I will 
send for you and Blanche, or come for you. I am suffering 
imder a bad cold which has settled upon my lungs, giving 
me a distressing cough. 

We are getting on with George’s accounts better than I 
expected. They are in better order than I looked to see them. 

I met Judge Morgan and his wife here, who were so hospi- 
table to you and me in New Orleans. He is here looking over 
some claims. 

Why has neither you nor Blanche written? What wotdd 


you say to a kiss, now really? 


Your husband, B — . 


From the Secretary oj War 

War Department, Washington City, March Viith, 1864 

Major-General Bhtler, Fort Monroe 
Your attention is requested to the articles in the National 
Intelligencer of this week, taken from Richmond papers in rela- 
tion to exchanges of prisoners. Do they exchange man for man, 

or only pro rata? Edwin M. Stanton, Secretary of War 

Official Becords, War of Rebellion, Series II, Vol. 6, page 1038. 
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From General Butler 

Phitatb. Fort Monroe, Va., March 12, 1864!, 3 p.m. 

Eon. Edwin M. Stanton, Secretary of War 
Please do not believe wbat you see in the papers. I would 
exchange pro rata if I could not do otherwise, but am not 
doing so. Let me ask that no person see this but yourself. 
If it gets in the papers it will work injury, and I am informed 
that General Hitchcock told the Tribune correspondent about 
the proposed exchange. Nobody has seen this telegram but 

the operator. Benj. F. Butler, Major Genl. Comdg. 

Official Records, War of Rebellion, Series II, Vol. 6, page 1038. 


From Miss D. L. Dix to General Butler 

Private. Washington, March IStth, 1864 

Dear Sir: I enclose a slip from papers of this day, which 
show how very little truth is regarded by “the officers” who 
have been so well treated by our Government, as well as “the 
privates.” 

I do not think that the Secretary of War is inclined to inter- 
fere with your work or plans. 

May I always write to you candidly and confidentially on 
business questions.'* It is then said that though “General 
Butler is acute, discerning, and loyal, he is not a match for 
Quid, who is cunning, cautious, and sure, if not now, in the 
end to gain a triumphant advantage over Gen. B., and that 
ultimately the Federal interests ■will suffer in this game of 
military-civil-chess.” I do not hear this from the members 
of the Cabinet, neither from any who are unfriendly to you; 
on the contrary, from those who wish you success in all things, 
and for your honorable advancement in the public favor. I 
have told no one, save an individual of trust, that I have been 
at City Point, and I don’t think it will be known. 

Yours Sir, with esteem, D. L. Dix 

From General Butler 

My dear Miss Dix: Please write me at all times con- 
fidentially upon any matter. It is of so much advantage to 
have the clear light of woman’s quick perceptions to guide 
one, that I assure you I shall feel honored and grateful if you 
will give me your thought upon any matter of public affairs. 
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If Ould can get the advantage he is welcome. This is a 
trial of wits. I accept it as such and abide the result. What 
I will have is a fair and just exchange, or none. 

The main statement in the article from Richmond paper 
is we agreed. Do we not wish the rebels to think that their 
prisoners are starving, to force public opinion up to sustaining 
their agent in exchanging negroes and recognizing outlaws? 

There is but one other lady in the world, and no man, to 
whom I would say as much as I do in this note to you. 

Truly yours, B. F. B. 


From President Lincoln 

United States Military Telegraph, Washington, Mar, 12, 1864f 

To Major General Butler 

If Miss Gaston and Miss Manly still refuse to take the oath, 

let them return south. . t 

A. Lincoln 


From General Butler 

Eeadqtiarters, DepartTnent Va. and N. C., Foet Monboe, March 19ih, 1864 

Brig. Gen. G. Maeston, Commanding Point Lookout 
General: Major Lyons, I understand, is getting some wood 
for the Point. It would be a great advantage to us all. The 
gueriDas may attempt to interfere with it: and it will do no 
harm to send over a few men to protect him while he is doing 
it, whenever he may need them. It is no expense to the United 
States, and will be an aid to the service. I have the honor 

Very res fecffuUy, Yours, 

B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Commdg. 

From General Butler 

Headquarters, Department Va, and N. C., Fort Monroe, March l%1h, 1864 

Maj. Gen. John J. Peck, Commanding Dist. of No. Car., 
Newbern, N. C. 

General: You must instruct your officers and men that 
all their correspondence must go through your and these 
Headquarters, according to the Regulations, and that after 
this notice there will be more penalty than mere non-action 
upon the papers. 

Col. Martin was supposed by me to have been guilty of 
having forwarded a set of papers of which these are the copies. 
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He wrote as was supposed, and was reproved therefor by my 
Adjutant General. He then wrote saying he did not forward 
any such papers, but that they were wholly forgeries. 

Now then, if not guilty of that offense, after the caution 
he sends these papers directly to Washington, or else it was 
done by Col. McCheney. Both these officers need a severe 
reprimand. 

Your attention is also called to the peculiarities of the 
signature of this paper of denial, as compared with the signa- 
tures of the supposed forgeries. 

There is something wrong about this case that needs the 
profoundest investigation, and the promptest punishment 
when the guilty parties are ascertained. I have the honor 
to be, very respectfuUy, yr. obdt. servt., 

B. F. Btjxlee, Maj. Gen. Commdg. 

From Colonel Shaffer to General Butler 

Freeport, March I2th, 1864 

Deae Gbneeal: I will leave for the Post in a few days. 
My boy is much better. I see by the papers that Grant has 
assumed command of the entire army, and that Halleck 
remains in Washington to run the machine. I take it there 
win be an entire change in the Eastern armies, and most 
likely Halleck’s recommendations will be adopted by Grant; 
hence the necessity of having Halleck feel right. I think it 
would be a good time to write Halleck and ask for troops, and 
give most of your time to getting in hand the troops that are 
in the department. You will make more capital just now to 
run the military strong than you will to spend your time arrang- 
ing the civil office of that country. 

Chase has backed out, and the opinion gains ground that 
Mr. Lincoln will be the man. I don’t believe that you or I can 
do much to change things. We must let them drift, hoping 
that something may turn up to change the current, and if the 
current should once be checked then Mr. Lincoln is gone up. 
I go to Springfield on Thursday next, and after seeing the 
managers of affairs in this state, I will start for the Post. 

I think that Grant has a high and correct opinion of you, 
and that if left alone will take good care of you in a reorganiza- 
tion of the entire army. His friends in this state think that 
he will put you in proper position. 

Truly Your Friend, J. W. ShAitee 
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From General Butler 


Hon. E.^ M. Sta^-tox, Sec. of War 
Cole’s Cavalry, Second United States Colored, had a 
skirmish the day before yesterday with the enemy near Suffolk. 
While making a reconnoissance they came upon Ransom’s 
Brigade, consisting of four regiments of Infantry, four pieces 
of Artillery, and three hundred Cavalry. The enemy made a 
charge with their Cavalrj'^ upon two squadrons of Cole’s, and 
were handsomely repulsed with large loss, a loss of some sixty. 
The charge brought the colored soldiers into hand-to-hand 
fight with the rebels; and the enthusiastic testimony of their 
officers is that they behaved with the utmost courage, coolness, 
and daring. I am perfectly satisfied with my negro cavalry. 

Benj. P. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 


From General Butler 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, Sec. of War “ 

While waiting for the transportation, I sent a portion of 
Kilpatrick’s Cavalry, with a portion of Col. Onderdonk’s and 
Spear’s Cavalry from my own command, up to King’s and 
Queen’s Court House, to deal with those citizens who, claiming 
to be non-combatants when any force of ours is there, yet turned 
out and ambushed Dahlgren. Gen. Kilpatrick sent forward 
Col. Onderdofik’s command, who reports that the fifth and ninth 
Virginia Cavalry, with citizens, amounting to about twelve hun- 
dred in all, were driven from their camp near Carrolton’s store, 
their camp taken, a number killed, and twenty taken prisoners. 
The enemy were also driven from the Court House, and a large 
amount of grain and a mill belonging to the ninth Cavalry and 
other storehouses were burned. Wistar is with the Infantry, 
clearing out the land pirates and other guerillas in Middlesex 
and Mathews Coimties. He will return on Sunday. He was 
at Old Dragon Bridge on the eleventh at 12. 

Benj. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 


From General Butler 

March ISt , 1864 

The Rdt). Father C. Keefe, Caiholic Priest, Norfolk 
Gen. Butler’s compliments to the Rev. Father C. Keefe. 
Has he taken the Oath of Allegiance, and does he use the prayer 
for the President in the Vesper Service? 

Benj. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 
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From General Butler 

Heed-Quarters ISth Army Corps, Departmmi of Virginia & North Carolina, 

Fortress Monroe, March 12 , 1864 

Hon. E. M, Stanton, Secretary of War 
It has become necessary to delay some days to find out the 
number of recruits in the regiment attempted to be raised by 
Captain Foster. As near as I can learn he has from three 
hundred to three hundred and twelve men, which would 
make four companies, and entitle him to be appointed Lieu- 
tenant Colonel. I found him here recruiting. He claimed 
that he had the power of nominating his own oflicers. 

I knew nothing of his previous history, and supposing that 
he was a proper person to receive the commission, having been 
recommended by the General preceding me in command, and 
entrusted with the recruitment of the War Department, I 
nominated Foster as such Lt. Col., and gave him a provisional 
commission. I have since made all the more extended and 
necessary inquiries about him because of the paper referred 
to me and returned herein. In relation to him, from all I can 
learn, I think the interests of the service will not be promoted 
by his longer remaining in it. His movements in ’Sixty-one, 
the method which he took to get back into the service, his 
seeming want of efficiency, and his fickleness of pmpose, 
render it not desirable that he should be retained in the ser- 
vice. I think a good and efficient man in whom the North 
Carolinians had confidence would have the 2d N. Carolina 
Vols. filled up at once, and that they would do good service; 
and if the Secretary of War desires, I will try to find such a 
man and send him forward in the place of Foster. I have the 
honor to be. Very Respectfxilly, 

Yr. obt. srvt, Benj. F. Butler, Maj. Genl. Comd’g. 


Documents relating to the “ Stolen ” Silverware 

' Departmerd of State, Washington, D.C., Dec. Ath, 1863 

[Not in clironological order] 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, Sec. of War 
Sir: I have the honor to invite your attention to the en- 
closed translation of a communication of the 18th ultimo, 
addressed to this Department by Mr. Mercier relative to the 
restoration of a lot of silverware belonging to Mr. A. Villeneuve, 
an alleged French subject residing in New Orleans, which was 
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seized in that city by order of Federal Officers. I have the 
honor to be, very respectfully, 

Yr. Obdt. Sent., William H. Sewaed 


Enclosure 

Tbjlnslatton. Legation of France, in the United States, 

Washington, November ISth, 1863 
[Not in chronological order] 

Honorable William H. Sewabd 
Sie: a lot of silverware belonging to Mr. A. Villeneuve, a 
French subject residing at New Orleans, has been seized in 
that city by order of the Federal Officers. All the steps which 
have been taken with a view of having this silverware restored 
to the possession of the legitimate owner have up to this time 
been unsuccessful, and in transmittmg to your Excellency all 
the documents relating thereto, I take the liberty of invoking 
your friendly attention to this affair. 

Be pleased to accept. Sir, the assurance of my high con- 
sideration. tt tit 

Henei Mercieb 

Enclosure 


Translation. New Orleans, March Sth, 1863 
[Not in chronological order] 

To the Consul of France at New Orleans 
Mb. Consul: On the 20th of December last I had the honor 
to write to you, transmitting to you for the purpose of deposit 
a literal copy of two letters dated the 17th and 20th of the 
same month, addressed by me, the former to General Butler 
and the latter to General Banks, for the purpose of obtaining 
the restitution from Col. Stafford of thirty eight pieces of 
silverware which were seized in the hands of third parties, 
and which are my personal property. 

My applications to those two Generals having been ineffec- 
tual, I had recourse to General Shepley, Military Governor of 
Louisiana, in his benevolent justice directing Colonel Stafford 
to make explanation in regard to my claim. 

Paying deference to this order of his superior. Colonel 
Stafford alleged that he delivered the silverware to Mr. Field, 
the financial clerk of General Butler. This answer of the 
Colonel is shown in writing, the document which I have the 
honor to transmit to you herewith. 

However this may be, and admitting that the declaration 
of Col. Stafford is true, it is none the less true that on the 
records of the Quartermaster which have been examined with 
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care, there is no mention and no trace of this silverware: from 
which the natural inference is that if it was really dehvered 
by Colonel Stafford to Mr. Field, the latter must have carried 
it away with him when he left this city in December last in 
the train of General Butler. In this state of affairs, I have no 
longer any other resource than that of claiming the support 
of the French Government, under the protection of which I 
have already placed all my furniture, effects, documents, 
and movable value generally; and therefore I have the honor 
to request you, IMr. Consul, to be pleased to draw upon an 
oflScial certificate of my reclamation, and to add it to those of 
a similar character which are prosecuted at this time against 
the American Government at Washington, which is civilly 
responsible for the acts and doings of its agents. In my 
preceding letter of the 20th of December last is an enumeration 
of the S8 pieces of silverware, with an estimate of their intrinsic 
value made on as moderate a basis as possible. In case this 
silverware cannot be restored to me in kind, I ask that its 
estimated value, say two hundred dollars, be paid to me, not in 
paper money but in hard cash, either in gold or silver. For 
with the frightful depreciation which all kind of paper cur- 
rency is undergoing in this country, it would be impossible 
for me to replace this silverware by paying for it in paper 
currency of a like amount. Herewith you will find: lai, the 
copy of my letter to General Shepley, Military Governor of 
Louisiana: 2nd, the original letter addressed by Gen. Shepley 
to Col. Stafford, on the back of which the allegations of Col. 
Stafford are written and signed with his own hand, and the 
other written and signed by Capt. Shepley, Secretary to the 
General and Governor. 

Making, moreover, all reparations for the costs, expenses, 
and damages to which my reclamation may give rise, in order 
to repeat them, and to make the most of them, whensoever 
there may be occasion and against whomsoever it may concern. 

I have the honor to be, Mr. Consul, with the highest con- 
sideration, your very humble and obedient servant, 

A. ViLLENEUVE, French Citizen 

[Endorsed^} 

204 8U Charles Sired 

List of letters and documents furnished by Mr. Adolph 
Villeneuve in support of his reclamation: 
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1st. Copy of his letter to General Butler, dated 17th of December, 1862, 

2nd. Copy of his letter to General Banks, dated 20th of December, 1862. 

Srd. Copy of his letter to General Shepley, dated 6th of January, 1863. 

Jtih. Original letter addressed to Col. Stafford by Gen. Shepley, dated 7th of Jan- 
uary, 1863, on the back of which is in writing the allegation of Col. Stafford, one of 
these allegations written and signed by the hand of the Colonel and the other written 
and signed by Capt. J. C. Shepley, Secretary of the General and Governor. 

Enclosure 

Translation. 204 St Charles Street, New Orleans, December 17th, 1862 

[Not in chronological order]] 

To Major General Butler, in the City 
General: On the 9th of August, 1862, Mrs. Ferguson, 
furnished with a regular pass from Head Quarters, set out to 
rejoin her husband and children in the interior of Louisiana, 
whereat landing at the Stock Ferry Landing she was arrested 
by police officers, stationed there by your orders, and brought 
back to the city under the charge of smuggling. After under- 
going an investigation, Mrs. Ferguson had her person and 
baggage searched, and the result of these searches was to show 
that among the effects of this lady were two bvmdles of news- 
papers consisting of New Orleans and New York journals, aU 
circulating freely in the city and in Louisiana with your appro- 
bation, and one bundle of silverware and spoons, which three 
bundles had been confided to her by Mr. Gilhs. One of these 
bundles of newspapers was addressed to Mx. John GiUis, a 
French citizen and a perfect foreign neutral, residing at Wood- 
side, La. The other bundle of newspapers and the bundle 
containing the silverware and spoons were addressed to Mrs. 
M. GiUis, residing at that time at Bayou Goula, La., 35 nules 
below the city of Baton Rouge, which then formed the extreme 
limit of your mUitary lines. 

The pass of Mrs. Ferguson, it is true, stated that this lady 
could carry with her, her own apparel only, and the fact of her 
having in charge those 3 bundles which Mi*. GUHs had con- 
fided to her subjected her to reproach, as constituting on her 
part the offence of smuggling. The truth is. General, that 
Mrs. Ferguson, not knowing in her womanly simplicity the 
real meaning or indeed even the existence of the restriction 
stated on her pass, and not conceiving, moreover, that the 
innocent contents of those three bimdles could even be con- 
sidered as articles contraband of War, had not even an idea 
that she was thus contravening the provisions of the iron code 
which is here called Martial Law. Mrs. Ferguson in vain 
protested her good faith and her inexperience: she was never- 
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theless cast into prison to wait until she could be banished to 
Ship Island. 

On the day after the arrest of Mrs. Ferguson, Mr. M. Gillis 
was ordered before you, and after some brief explanations, in 
the course of which he pleaded in vain his loyalty and good 
faith, he was held a prisoner at the Custom House, and three 
days afterwards he was banished to Ship Island without any 
other form of procedure. 

Mr. Gillis was detained at Ship Island for 75 days, thus 
expiating [by] 82 days of actual captivity his simpHcity in be- 
lieving that the evidence of his good and loyal intentions might 
in strictness excuse the slight imprudence of which he had 
been guilty. 

Mrs. Ferguson was set at liberty 3 or 4 days after her incar- 
ceration, and she was authorized to claim the effects of her 
personal property which had been seized at the moment of her 
arrest. Those effects, as well as the bundle of silverware and 
spoons destined for Mrs. M. Gillis, had been transferred from 
the Custom House to the house occupied by Col. Stafford on 
Canal Street. 

Thither Mrs. Ferguson went to get back her effects, and 
there saw the bundle of silverware and spoons destined for 
Mrs. Gillis. The personal effects of Mrs. Ferguson were 
restored to that lady, but the bundle of silverware and spoons 
remained in the hands of Col. Stafford. 

This bundle of silverware and spoons is my personal property, 
as will appear from the bill of sale and of lease, dated the 31st 
of December, 1860, and an instrument of which I produced 
the original and delivered a literal copy to Provost Marshal 
Eilburn, No. 177 Canal Street, on the occasion of an attempt 
made by that ofl&cer, in the month of September last, to seize 
the house which I occupy in this city. No. 204 St. Charles 
Street, and to expel me from the place by main force. I will 
add by the way that after a ten or twelve days of faithful 
discussion, during which I had to undergo unjustifiable molesta- 
tions, Provost Marshal Kilbum, on seeing my voucher and 
other proofs which I exhibited to him, deemed it prudent to 
give up his project of seizing my house by main force and of 
expelling me from my house. This being said by the way, and 
returning to what forms the subject of my letter, I must admit 
to you. General, that it was through regard only and considera- 
tion for Mrs. M. Gillis that I lent to her husband this silver- 
ware, which however, was useless to me, in order that he might 
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place it at the disposal of his wife who wanted it. This will 
explain to you why and how this silverware, which is my 
personal property, should be in the hands of Mrs. Ferguson 
at this time of her arrest. After the arrest of Mrs. M. Gillis, I 
was waiting for a regular process in due form to be instituted 
against Mrs. Ferguson and Mr. M. Gillis, in order that I 
might myself intervene in the dispute and claim my property: 
for Bayou Goula being situated, as I before observed, this 
side of and within your hues, the sending of this bxmdle of 
silverware and spoons to Mrs. Gillis at that place no more 
constituted the offence of smuggling, were it looked at through 
a magnifying glass, than would the sending of the same bimdle 
from my house to that of my neighbor. 

That bundle circulated in the interior of the country oc- 
cupied by you and subject to your jurisdiction, within the en- 
ceinte of even your lines, and consequently it is impossible to 
find in the particular case the slightest character of smuggling. 

Mr. Gillis, having been released quite recently, and all 
ideas of regular and legal prosecution against him and against 
Mrs. Ferguson appearing to have been abandoned, and more- 
over learning to-day from your own official organ, the Delia, 
that you have resigned the command of the Department of 
the Gulf, I have the honor to write to you. General, in order 
to claim of your justice that you will be pleased to direct that 
bundle of silverware and spoons to me by Col. Stafford, or 
by any other person who may have them in his possession 
at this time. 

I am confident. General, that my claim will be received by 
you, and that justice will be rendered to it in a short time, and 
while the officers of your administration and Staff have not 
yet left the city, which will enable you to see the matter in a 
clear light. I venture even to believe that you will be pleased 
with me for thus furnishing you with an opportunity to repair 
an injustice, or at least to correct a serious irregularity, the 
responsibility for which will weigh fatally on the persons of 
whom your Head Quarters consist. 

Deign to honor me with an answer. I have the honor to 
be with respect, General, your very humble and obedient 

servant, ^ Villeneuve, French Citizen 

List of Articles contained in the bundle of silverware addressed 
to Mr. Gillis at Bayou Goula, Louisiana, and which is my 
legitimate property, whose restitution I claim. 
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10 large Silver spoons, 8 large Silver forks, 10 large breakf’t spoons, 10 large breakf’t 
forks. Value of the whole lot from 175 to 200 dollars in coin. A. V. 

Enclosure 

Translation. New Orleans, December 9i>0ih, 1862 
[Not in chronological order] 

To Major General Banks, Commander in Chief of the 

Department of the Gulf 

General: I have the honor to transmit to you herewith a 
literal copy of a letter which I addressed on the 17th instant 
to Major General Butler, claiming the restoration of 38 pieces 
of silverware (silverware and spoons) which are my personal 
property, and which in consequence of seizure in third hands 
have been since the month of August last in possession of 
Col. Stafford of the (Native Guards). General Butler having 
declined to give effect to my request, I make application to 
you. General, soliciting from your justice the restitution to 
which I am entitled. 

The high reputation for integrity and honor which has already 
preceded you in this city is to me a sure guaranty that you will 
deign to receive my reclamation, and give the necessary orders 
with a view that justice may be done to it. 

My letter to General Butler, of which I transmit you a copy, 
contains a succinct and correct summary of the circumstances 
of the case, and the mere perusal thereof will certainly and 
entirely convince you in regard to the subject. In case. 
General, you should deem it proper to have an investigation 
made, it is desirable that such investigation should take place 
within a brief time, and especially before the ojSBicers of the 
administration of Gen. Butler put on trial shall have left New 
Orleans, their presence here being indispensable for the elucida- 
tion of the question. 

Mrs. S. G. Ferguson, who was deprived of her buggy and 
horses at the same time that I was of my silverware, and to 
whom Col. Stafford has promised that they should be restored 
to her, but always in vain, proposes also in her distress to make 
appeal to your benevolent justice, in order to obtain the 
reparation which is due to her. 

I have the honor to be. General, with the most profound 
respect your very humble and very obedient servant, 

A. ViLLBNEUVE, French Citizen 
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Enclosure referred to in Foregoing Letter 

New Oeleans, ^th of January , 1863 

Bis Excellency General Sheplet, Military Governor of Louisiana 

General: On the 9th of August, 1863, Mrs. S. G. Ferguson 
provided with a regular pass from the Headquarters was leav- 
ing the city to meet her husband and children in the country, 
when she was arrested on her way up and brought back here 
under the charge of smuggling. 

Mrs. Ferguson was searched as weU as her baggage, and the 
result was that among her personal effects, were found two 
bundles of newspapers and another bundle of silverware, this 
last directed to Mrs. M. Gillis, of this city living then at 
Bayou Goula, Louisiana, thirty-five miles below Baton Rouge, 
which was the extreme limit of Gen. Butler’s military lines. 
Those three bundles had been remitted to her by M. Gillis, 
Esq., of this city. 

After three days of imprisonment Mrs. Ferguson was re- 
leased, and allowed to claim the baggage which together with 
the bundle of silverware had been carried away from the Head 
Quarters to Col. Stafford’s house on Canal Street. 

On leaving that place, where she had been confined, Mrs. 
Ferguson took with her her personal apparel only. 

But her buggy and horses and also the bundle of silverware 
were retained by Col. Stafford, and have not so far been ac- 
counted for. That bundle of silverware belongs to the under- 
signed, Adolph Villeneuve, French Subject, who lent it to M. 
Gillis to be put by the latter at the disposal of his wife who 
was in want of such things. 

But Mrs. Ferguson having been released with no trial at all, 
and M. Gillis likewise some time since, moreover as any idea 
of a judicial prosecution against both of them seems to be 
given up, I have the honor to call to your Excellency and 
solicit of your justice, to order that said bundle of silverware 
be returned to me without any further delay by Colonel Staf- 
ford, or any other person who may be at present the holder 
of it. With this hope. General, I have the honor to be, of 
your Excellency, the most humble and obedient servant, 

A. Villeneuve, French Subject 

204! St. Charles Street 

List of pieces contained in the bundle of silverware above 
mentioned. 
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10 large Silver Table Spoons. 

8 “ “ “ Forks. 

10 “ Breakfast Table Spoons. 
10 Forks. 


Value of the whole lot from 175 to 200 dol- 
lars in coin. 


A. V. 


Foregoing letter from W. H. Seward to E. M. Stanton of 
December J0i, 1863 with enclosure endorsed as follows: 

War Dept, Dec. 5th, 1863 

Respectfully referred to Maj. Gen. Banks, Commdg. Dept, 
of the Gulf, for investigation and report. 

By order of the Secretary of War. 

Ed. R. S. Canby, Brig. Gen. & A. A. Gen. 


A. G. Office, December lltk, 1863 

Endorsed: Respectfully referred to Maj. General Banks, 
Commanding Dept, of the Gulf, for investigating and report- 
ing. (to be returned) 

By order of the Secretary of War 

A. A. Nichols, Adjt. Genl. 

Headquarters, Department of the Gulf, New Orleans, Dec. 22nd, 1863 

Endorsed: Respectfully referred to Brig. Gen, James Bowen, 
Provost Marshal General. 

By command of Maj. Gen. Banks 

Gnaman Lubbr, Maj. and A.A.A.G. 

State of Louisiana, Executive Department, New Orleans, Dec. %^ih, 1863 

[Not in chronological order] 

General; I do not know where Col. Stafford is. The 
Adjt. General at Dept. Headquarters would be likely to know, 
as he is or was Colonel of 1st La. Native Guards (Colored). 

Mr. Field, “Financial Clerk” of Gen. Butler, left the Dept, 
about the time Gen. Butler left. I have never heard of him 
since, and do not know where he resides. The assets in his 
hands were turned over to Colonel Holabird, Chief Quarter- 
master. Very respectfully. 

Your obdt. servt, S. Sheplet, 

Military Governor of La. 
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Office of Pro. Mar. General^ Dept, of the Gtdf 208 Carondelet Street, 

New Oeleaj^s, SOth Dec., 1863 
[Not in chronological order] 

Col. Holabied, Chief Quartermaster 
Colonel: I respectfully enquire if there were turned over 
to you by Gen. Butler the following silverware: 

10 Large Spoons. 10 Small Spoons. 

8 Large Forks. 10 Small Forks. 

The property of A, Villeneuve, a French citizen. 

Respectfully, James Bowen, 

Brig. Gen. & Pro. Mar. Gen. 
Endorsed: It was never in my possession. 

John W. McCluee, Capt. & A.Q.M. 


State of Louisiana, New OrIiEANS, Jan. 7th, 1864 
[Not in chronological order] 

Col. S. H. Stafeoed, Commanding 1st Regt. Louisiana 
Native Guards 

Colonel: I am directed by Gen. S. Shepley, Military Gover- 
nor of Louisiana, to forward you copy of letter of A. Ville- 
neuve, herewith enclosed, with request that you will report 
to him the facts of the case. 

Yours Respectfully, James C. Sheplet, 
Military Secretary 


January StBth, 1864 

Endorsed: Respectfully returned with information that this 
subject has been investigated by the Commdg. General, and 
my report to him pronounced satisfactory. 

S. H. Stapeokd, Col. U. S. V. 

Endorsed: Col. Stafford says that this silverware was de- 
livered to Mr. Field, the financial agent of Maj. Gen. Butler. 

J. C. Sheplet, Military Secretary 


Headquarters, Pro. Marshal General, Dept, of ike Gulf, 208 Carondelet Street, 

New Obleans, January %Bth, 1864 
[Not in chronological order] 

Brig. General C. P. Stone, Chief of Staff 
General: In the case of A. Villeneuve, claimant for certain 
silverware, alleged to have been taken by Col. Stafford, I have 
the honor to report, that the silverware is not in possession of 
the Quarter-Master, that Col. Stafford was dismissed from the 

VOL. in— 34 
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service of this Department but is now, I understand, in service 
in another military Department, but which I cannot ascertain. 

Of Mr. Field, the financial agent of Maj. Gen. Butler, I can 
learn nothing except that he is not in this Department. I 
am. General, with great respect, jr. ohdt. sent. 

James Bowen, Brig. Gen. Pro. Mar. Gen. 


Office Provost Marshal General, Dept, of the Gulf, 

New Orleans, January 9>5th, 1864 


Endorsed: Respectfully returned to Department Head- 
quarters, with the accompanying report. 

James Bowen, Brig. Gen. 
Pro. Mar. Gen., Dept, of the Gulf 


Headquarters, Department of the Gulf, New Orleans, Jan. ZStk, 1864 

Endorsed: Respectfully returned to the Adj. Gen. of the 
Army with report of Pro. Marshal General enclosed. 

N. P. Banks, Maj. Gen. Commdg. 


A. G. 0. Feb. Sth, ’64 

Endorsed: Respectfully returned to the War Department with 
a report in the case. ^ ^ 


Endorsed: Respectfully referred to Maj. Gen. Butler, 
Commdg. Dept. Va. and N. C., with the request that he direct 
Mr. Field to report to this Department on the subject of the 
property claimed by Mr. Villeneuve. 


War Department, Washington City, February llth, 1864 
[Not in chronological order] 

Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler 
General: The Secretary of War instructs me to request 
that, if within your knowledge, you will furnish the Depart- 
ment with the present address of Mr. Field, your financial 
agent at New Orleans, during your command of the Depart- 
ment of the Gulf. Very respectfully. 

Your Obedient Servant, 

E. M. Canby, Brig. Gen. A.A.G. 
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Headquarters, Department of Va., and N. C., Fort Monroe, March 12, 1864 

Brig. Gen. E. Canbt, Asst. Adjt. General, 

Washington, D.C. 

Geneeal: You will do me a personal favor if you will cause 
the report to be read, or to be brought to the notice of the 
Secretary of War. I have suffered so much and so often from 
the denials of the receipt of articles by the officers who suc- 
ceeded me and mine in the Department of the Gulf, which 
have left me open to imjust accusations, that I have strong 
feelings on the subject, and at least wish to be fully justified 
in the minds of my immediate superiors. I also desire that 
you would make a personal request to him for leave to publish 
this report in my own vindication. Believe me. 

Host truly yours, B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Commdg. 


Headquarters, Department of Va. and N. C., Fort Monroe, March l^th, 1864 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War, Washington, D.C. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of certain 
papers referred to me by your order the twenty-third of Febru- 
ary last past, in regard to a lot of silverware said to belong to 
Mr. A. Villeneuve, an alleged French subject residing in New 
Orleans, which was seized in that city by order of Federal 
Officers, and have the honor to report thereon. 

There are two classes of papers in this reference. One, a 
complaint by Mr. Villeneuve, through the French Minister, 
for the detention of his property as alleged; and the other the 
Report of the present Commanding General of the Gulf and 
his subordinate as to the whereabouts of that property. 

The natural order of the consideration of these subjects will 
be to take the last first, because, if the property cannot be 
found, and if, as is alleged in the report of that officer, it stiU 
remained in the hands of my financial agent, I am responsible 
for it; and therefore should be under great inducement to 
make a case against M. Villeneuve in order not to be called to 
an account for the property. But if the property is still in 
the hands of the present Commander of the Dept, of the Gulf, 
then I shall stand as a disinterested witness on behalf of the 
United States, and the facts and circumstances that I report 
will be entitled to the credit due to such witness. 

I have more than a common interest in the first branch of 
this inquiry, because this is not the first time I have been called 
upon, as well in public prints as by official papers, to account 
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for tlie articles of property of great value which were left by 
me for the benefit of the United States (with those) who were 
sent by the War Department of the United States to relieve 
me in tbe command of the Dept, of the Gulf. A notable 
instance of this sort of accusation was an attack made in the 
Senate of the United States by Senator Davis of Kentucky, 
alleging that I had retained for my own use, and embezzled 
for my own benefit, the silverplate of Alexander Brother, a 
rebel of La., who forfeited both plate and life to an injured 
Government, and both should have been taken away, when at 
the same time I held the receipt of the proper accounting 
officer of that Dept, under Gen. Banks for the property, which 
it was alleged I had taken away. And again in this case, this 
plate of M. Villeneuve, which John W. McClure, Capt. and 
Asst. Quartermaster, has endorsed upon the report was never 
in his possession, was in fact on or about the 21st of December, 
1862, turned over to him by my Financial Agent, David C. G. 
Field, Esq., and McClure’s receipt as Quartermaster taken 
therefor by order of Gen. Banks, which receipt I now have; 
so that if McClure has not accounted to the proper officer for 
that plate, it is because he has embezzled the same, and I 
desire and respectfully but earnestly demand that the matter 
may be investigated by the proper officers. 

I beg leave upon this matter to enclose the sworn report 
of my Financial Agent, D. C. G. Field, as part of the evidence 
submitted. Having now ascertained where the silverplate 
in question is, or at least which of the officers of the United 
States is responsible therefor, either to the United States or 
to the claimant, I have the honor to report upon the second 
branch of the subject, whether the plate in question ought to 
be given up to M. Villeneuve. 

When in New Orleans I had examined this question with 
care upon complaint made to me, and determined upon the 
evidence that the plate was liable to confiscation, and had 
then, and have now, no doubt of the propriety of the decision. 

The facts are briefly these: A Mrs. Ferguson had called 
upon the proper officer of the Department for a pass to go 
through the lines of the Union Army. It was granted, upon 
the express condition appearing upon the face of the pass, 
and explained to her, that she should take with her nothing 
but the ordinary articles of wearing apparel for a woman. 

M. Villeneuve, who, although probably born a Frenchman, 
has about the same claim to protection from the French 



LETTERS OF GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER 533 


Government that LafiUe the pirate had, resided at this time 
within the rebel lines, and was acting with them. Some of his 
property when he fled from New Orleans was left there, among 
which was the silverplate in question, and probably left in 
this Mrs. Ferguson’s care, for when she attempted to pass our 
picket this silverplate was found concealed in the bottom of 
her buggy in which she was traveling. 

She was taken before the Provost Marshal, and after a full 
hearing she was convicted of the attempt to smuggle it, and 
the property was forfeited, and ought long since to have been 
sold and the proceeds appropriated to the use of the United 
States, which certainly would have been done under a proper 
administration in the Department of the Gulf. 

To the allegation of M. Villeneuve that this woman was 
simple, and therefore undertook to carry away his plate, a 
single observation may be made. She was a strong-minded, 
high-cheek-boned, and rather brazen-faced Scotch woman, who 
had every other attribute that might belong to a woman rather 
than simplicity; and the only exhibition of weakness of intel- 
lect which she showed was in entertaining the idea that she 
could pass the pickets with her plunder without being caught. 

These facts and circumstances are very fresh in my mind, 
because I had very considerable trouble with the woman, for 
this plate was not the only property which she had. 

Trusting that such investigation will be made as will require 
this property either to be paid to the United States, where it 
ought to go, or be given to M. Villeneuve, where it ought not 
to go, and that it may not be kept by McClure, who has still 
less right to it, I have the honor to be, very respectfully. 

Your obedient servant, B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Commdg. 


Fort Monroe, March \%th, 1864 

Mag. Gen. B. F. Butler, Commanding Dept. Va. and N. C. 

Sir: If John W. McClure, Capt. and A.A.Q.M., who makes 
the endorsement on these papers, “It was never in my posses- 
sion,” will examine an invoice which I gave him on or about 
the 21st of Dec., 1862, and will let his memory serve him as to a 
receipt he gave to Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler, he will find that the 
said silverware has been in his possession. Very respectfully, 
D. C. G. Field, late Financial Clerk, 

Dept, of Gulf 
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Fortebss Monroe, Va., March IM, 1864 

The said D. C. G. Field personally appeared and made 
oath that the foregoing report by him made was true, before me. 

P. H. Haggeett, Maj. & Act. Judge Advocate 

War Department, Washington City, March 9,0th, 1864 
[Not in clironological order] 

Sir: Agreeably to your wish, as expressed in your com- 
munication of the 12th instant, I submitted this morning to 
the Secretary of War your statement in relation to the claim 
of Mr. A. Villeneuve, of New Orleans, who, it is alleged, lost 
certain silverware in consequence of its seizure by Union 
Officers. 

In reply, I am instructed to inform you that, while the 
explanation offered by your financial agent is entirely satis- 
factory, the Secretary does not deem it expedient at present 
to grant permission for the publication of your report. I am. 
Sir. Very respectfully, 

E. R. S. Canbt, Brig. Gen. A. A. G. 


Private. Bead Quarters Dept. Va. and N. C., Fort Monroe, Va., March ISth, 1864 

Mr. J. M. G. Parker, Postmaster, New Orleans 
Dear Parker: When I was in New Orleans, Stafford took 
from a Mrs. Ferguson thirty eight pieces of silver plate, forks, 
spoons, &c., which were by Field turned over to Mr. McClure, 
the Quartermaster. 

McClure has reported to the War Department that he has 
not got them. I have his receipt for them. I believe that the 
same silver is doing duty on Banks’ table to-day. I wish you 
would quietly have a careful examination made, and if that 
turns out to be true let me know. I suppose the plate is 
marked, but do not know what the mark is. Of course you 
will not say anything about this to anybody, but take such 
measures as to make sure that it is there. I think the plate is 
not marked in Villeneuve’s name, but in some other person’s 
name (say Gillis). Write me as soon as you can learn any- 
thing about it. I have the honor to be. 

Your Ohed. Servant, 

B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 
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New Orleans, La., April 9>9th, 1864 pN'ot in chronological order] 

General Butler 

Dear General: Maj. McKee has not arrived from Red 
River, consequently I cannot leave here tomorrow as I had 
anticipated. It will take me but a very short time, however, 
to finish up after his arrival. 

I have seen McClure, who now says the Villeneuve silver- 
ware “has been in his possession,” and that he sold it and 
accoxmted for it in his “abstract.” He says that he made his 
endorsement owing to its having been marked “Gillis” in- 
stead of “Villeneuve.” The Twiggs’ plate, so he says, has 
been sold for “pure silver.” 

Many of your old officers here expressed a desire to be trans- 
ferred to your Department. 

If is stated here that Dudley, staff, and his command, ran 
at the first fire in the late action, Lee and Dudley have both 
been relieved, and are in town. 

There is nothing from Red River for several days. At last 
accounts Banks was getting back to Alexandria. The whole 
thing seems to have fallen through. 

You can hardly have an idea of the intense feeling for your 
return here, that is prevalent in New Orleans. Your recep- 
tion would be such a one as must be highly gratifying to you. 

All here send kindest regards to you and wish to be remem- 

Very truly yours, D. C. G. Field 

Galveston, Texas, Jvly Uh, 1887 [Not in chronological order] 

Honorable General Benjamin F. Butler, Lowell, Mass. 

Dear General: Having read an article in a Galveston 
newspaper, copied from the New York Mail and Express, 
that you were on the witness stand the other day in a case 
brought in the court of claims by the heirs of General David 
E. Twiggs, of New Orleans, to recover the value of certain 
property taken by the United States during the military occu- 
pation of that city in 1862, Dear General, in justice to you I 
make the following statement under oath, and can also call 
on a witness who was present at the whole transaction, “Cap- 
tain Jacob Mahler,” who was then Quartermaster under 
General Banks. The undersigned having been appointed at 
that time by Capt. John W. McClure, for to take charge of 
all the Government fire wood, and was also appointed by Doc- 
tor Alexander, Medical Director for the Department of the 
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Gulf, to take charge of the ice-house under the supervision of 
Captain McClure, who had charge of the confiscated prop- 
erty. One day I went to the office of Captain McClure, which 
was on Camp Street opposite Lafayette Square, and known 
as the Jackson Rail Road Depot Office. Col. S. B. Holabird, 
Chief Quartermaster, had his office in the same building also. 
Captain McClure called on me to place on the scales a lot of 
silverware which formerly belonged to General Twiggs and 
transferred to him. He opened the vault that stood in the 
corner of the office, and took therefrom the silverware so often 
spoken about. I placed it on the scales, the Captain taking 
the weight, which was to the best of my recollection 16 pounds, 
[or sixteen pounds] 5 ouUces, but it was either one or the other. 
I saw Captain McClure put the silver back in the vault. I 
tried to convince hundreds of people that this was a wilful 
lie which had been so widely circulated about the fame and 
honesty of General Butler, but all to no purpose. The bigger 
the lie them days the more it was appreciated by some parties. 
I got into a crowd one evening on the corner of Twentieth 
and Market Streets, and the same silverware being the topic 
of the conversation, I done my best to convince the party that 
it was a notorious lie, but finally I was brought to a full stop 
by a knock down; so, I say, I was one man got licked for tell- 
ing the truth. I have the honor to remain. 

Your Humble Servant, 

John Highland, Galveston, Texas 

From General B. F. Butler 

Foot Monkoe, Va., March l$th, 1864 

P. H. Watson, Assistant Secretary of War 
I NEED very much 1,000 revolvers for my cavalry. May I 
rely upon your good offices to exert yourself to get them for 
me? The cavalry are actually in the field, and need them 
much, and but a small portion of them now have pistols. My 
requisition was refused because it was said that cavalry did 
not need two kinds of fire-arms. I agree to that. What I am 
trying now to get is one kind. 

B. F. Butlee, Major-General 

Offidal Records, Series I, Vol. 8S, Page 675. 
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From General Butler 

Headquarters, DepartTrient V a. arid N. C., Fort Monroe, March IMh, 1864 

Brig. Gen. Lockwood, Commdg. Middle Dept, 

Baltimore, Md. 

General: I enclose herewith a communication from Acting 
Master John J. Beall, of the Confederate States Navy, in regard 
to Capt. Graham, who was Provost Marshal at Drummond- 
town. I would also thank you to order Capt. Graham to make 
a report of his doings as such Provost Marshal there. 

When he left the place he turned no report over of his acts, 
of his office, of his books, or any accounts of funds collected by 
him . He should have made some report. I have the honor 
to be, very respectfully, yr. obdt servt., 

B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Commdg. 

Enclosure referred to in Foregoing Letter 

Hammond Hospital, Ward 4, Point Lookout, Mar, lltk, 1864 

[Not in clironological order] 

Maj. General Butler, Commdg. Dept. East Va. and No. Car. 

Sir: When I was captured, Capt. Graham, Provost Marshal 
of Drummondtown, took my commission, other private papers, 
and money, also the things of my crew. He promised to re- 
turn them, but has not done so. When at Fort McHenry, 
money and necessary clothing, by permission of the military 
authorities, were sent us. The money was not exhausted on 
our departure, and some things went to the Fort (McHenry) 
after our departure. We cannot get the money or things. 

I appeal to you that my commission may be returned, and 
also my money and things, especially those sent to us by per- 
mission. I have written and in vain. 

Believing that you will not justify this retention of the com- 
mission and money sent by permission, I have written to you. 

Respectfully, John J. Beall, 
Act. Mas. C. S. N. Mar. IJh. 

From General Butler 

Headquarters, Department Va. and N. €., Fort Monroe, March ISth, 1864 

Maj. General John J. Peck, Commdg. Dist. of 

No. Carolina 

General: I understand that either the military or the 
Treasury are in possession of the buildings and appurtenances 
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belonging to the Masonic fraternity. We do not make war 
with benevolent institutions, nor does the Government seek to 
disturb them. 

There are now proper and worthy successors of the former 
occupants of those buildings in Newbem who desire to bring 
them back to the uses for which they were designed. 

Please direct from your Headquarters that all Masonic 
property be turned over to a duly -organized Committee of that 
Institution. I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, B. P. Butler, Maj. Gen. Com. 

A. F. P. Capt. and A.D.C. 

From Miss D. L. Dix 

Washington, March 1864 

To Major Gen. Butler, Commanding, etc. 

Sir: I have just returned from Point Lookout, where I 
found the Rebel camp. The hospitals within the enclosure 
are in excellent order, in charge of Sergeant Thompson and 
very competent assistants; indeed there was nothing which 
could be objected to, and so much to commend that I sum up 
all in saying that there is no [objection] called for. All food 
well prepared and best quality, — both Confederate Districts, 
and special preparations, and general table. If you want a 
full report, I can give it. Do you wish or permit the friends 
of Rebel ofl&cers to come from Baltimore and other places, as 
Mrs. Williams and another, also a sister of Capt. Williams, 
have done, bringing quantities of luggage, and to stay weeks 
at the Point, with liberty to go where they please, etc.? These 
women can do any amount of mischief, and I think will not 
lack inclination. 

Yrs. sir, with confidence and good wishes jj 

I have just seen with great regret that an order is out order- 
ing Gov. Wedworth [ ?] to delay the exchange of prisoners. Ex- 
cuse this hurried scrawl. The two wives have returned to 
Baltimore, the sister at the Point still. 

From General Butler 

Headguafters, Department Va, and N, C., Fort Monroe, March liih, 1864 

Mrs. Mart L. Graves, Louisville, Accomac Co., Virginia 

Mt dear Madam: I am truly sorry that any Union officer 
of mine has attempted to fritter away the effect of the Oath of 
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Allegiance to the Government of the United States, and to 
inform you that it means nothing more than passive obedience 
to the same. That officer is surely mistaken. The Oath of 
Allegiance means fealty, pledge of faith of love, affection,, and 
reverence for the Government, all comprised in the word Pa- 
triotism, in its highest and truest sense, which every true 
American feels for his or her Government. 

You say, “I cannot imderstand how a woman can support, 
protect, and defend the Union except by speaking or writing 
in favor of the present war, which I could never do because 
my sympathies are with the South.” 

That last phrase, Madam, shows why you cannot understand 
how “a woman can support, protect and defend the Union.” 
Were you loyal at heart, you would at once understand. 

The Southern women, who are rebels, understand well 
“how to support, protect, and defend the Confederacy, 
without either speaking or writing.” Some of them act as 
spies, some smuggle quinine in their underclothes, some 
smuggle information through their dresses, some tend sick 
soldiers for the Confederacy, some get up subscriptions for 
rebel gunboats. Perhaps it may all be comprised in the 
phrase, “Where there is a will there is a way.” 

Now then, you could support, protect, and defend the 
Union by teaching the scholars of your school the love and 
reverence of the Government, to be proud of their country, 
to glory in its flag, and to be true to its Constitution. But 
as you don’t understand that yourself, you can’t teach it to 
them, and therefore I am glad to learn from your letter that 
your school has been closed since Christmas, and with my con- 
sent, until you change your sentiments and are a loyal woman 
in heart, it never shall be opened. 

I would advise you, madam, forthwith to go where your 
“sympathies” are. I am only doubtful whether it is not my 
duty to send you. I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 
Yr. Obdt. Servt., B. F. Btttler, Maj. Gen. Commdg. 


From General Butler 

Ed. Qrs. Dept, of Va. and N. €., Foet Moneoe, March llfii 1864 

B.on. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War 
I HAVE the honor to urge upon the Secretary of War the 
necessity of making some permanent provision upon Roanoke 
Island for the negroes. We are now putting so large a colony 
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there that we shall have trouble with the owners of lands, and 
hundreds of thousands of dollars of expense to extinguish the 
titles. 

Although the United States cannot buy land easily or with- 
out an act of Congress, yet trustees might buy it and hold it 
in trust for the United States. 

Thousands of dollars can be saved by a little timely action. 
I beg leave to impress your attention to Capt. James’ report 
which is annexed. I have the honor to be very respectfully, 
Your obt. servant, B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 

From the Assistant Secretary of War 

By Telegraph from Washington, March 14, 1864 

'To Maj. Genl. Butler 

Such immense numbers of Cavalry are now being called into 
the field that it is impracticable to furnish them both pistols 
and carbines. Five hundred pistols will be sent to you today. 
After a few weeks the supply of Cavalry arms will be increased. 

P. H. Watson, Asst. Secy, of War 

From General Butler 

March 14, 1864 

Brig. Gen. Canby, A.A.G., Washington, D. C. 

Mary Jane Johnson was detected on Bull Isle in our Army 
unif orm, and was sent down here by Flag of Truce. 

She was kept here until she was properly clothed. Said 
she belonged to Lexington, Ky., and was given ten dollars 
($10) to defray her expenses there. This is all we know of her. 
We never sent her anywhere, only let her go. 

Benj. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 

From General Canby to General Butler 

War DepartmenU Washington City, March Wh , 1864 

Sir: The Secretary of War instructs me to transmit for 
your information a copy of the Executive Order, of the 7th 
instant, in relation to the exportation of tobacco belonging 
to the Government of France, — a copy of a communication 
from the State to the War Department, of the 10th instant, 
and a copy of a letter of introduction, the original of which 
has been transmitted to the State Department, for the use of 
M. Paul, Consul of France, at Richmond, Virginia. 

Very respectfully. Your obedient Servant, 

Ed. R. S. Canby, Brig. Genl. A.A.G. 
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From General Butler to General Canhy 

March Uth, 1864 

Your letter of the 14th inst., relative to the shipping of 
French tobacco at Richmond, with the enclosures, is received. 

1 have the honor to he, &c. 

Enclosures referred to in Foregoing Letter 

War Department, Washington City, March lUh, 1864 

Sir: At the request of the Secretary of State, the Secretary of 
War introduces and commends to your courtesy and attention 
the bearer of this note, M. Paul, Consul of France, at Richmond, 
Virginia. This officer has been furnished with a pass from this 
Department to proceed to Fort Monroe, and upon his arrival 
there will be allowed by you to proceed to and from Richmond, 
City Point, Norfolk, and Fort Monroe, for purposes connected 
with the exportation, under the Executive Order of the 7th 
instant, of the tobacco belonging to the French Government. 

The Secretary of the State also desires, and the Secretary of 
War directs, that you do everything that can conveniently be 
done towards facilitating in every way, and in a liberal spirit, 
the exportation of the tobacco referred to. I have the honor 
to be. Very respectfully. Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, Ed. R. S. Canbt, 

Brig. Gen. A.A.G. 


Executive Mansion, Washington, 'Itk March, 1864 [Not in clironological order] 

Whereas by an Executive Order on the 10th of November 
last, permission was given to export certain tobacco belonging 
to the French Government from insurgent territory, which 
tobacco was supposed to have been purchased and paid for 
prior to the 4th March, 1861; but whereas, it was subse- 
quently ascertained that a part at least of the said tobacco had 
been purchased subsequently to that date, which fact made it 
necessary to suspend the carrying into effect of the said order; 
but whereas, pursuant to mutual explanations, a satisfactory 
understanding on the subject has now been reached, it is di- 
rected that the Order aforesaid may be carried into effect; it 
being understood that the quantity of French tobacco so to be 
exported shall not exceed seven thousand hogsheads, and that 
it is the same tobacco, respecting the exportation of which ap- 
plication was originally made by the IVench government. 

Abraham Lincoln 
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Depariment of State, Washington, March 1(A, 1864 [Not in chronological order] 

To the Honorable E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War 
Sie: At the instance of M. Geofroy, the Charge d’Affaires of 
France, I will thank you for a pass for M. Paul, the French Con- 
sul at Richmond, to proceed to Fortress Monroe, and thence 
through our lines to his post. I will also thank you for a letter 
introducing him to General Butler, and requesting the General 
to allow him to proceed to and from Richmond, City Point, 
Fortress Monroe, and Norfolk, for purposes connected with the 
exportation of the tobacco belonging to the French Govern- 
ment. Mr. Geofroy assures me that the most stringent direc- 
tions have been given to M. Paul scrupulously to abstain from 
any act or word which would give offence to our authorities. 

It is also desirable that orders should be given to General 
Butler to do anything which he conveniently can towards 
facilitating in every way, and in a Hberal spirit, the exporta- 
tion of the tobacco referred to. I have the honor to be. Sir, 

’ Your obedient Servant, William H. Sewaed 

From General Butler 

Headquarters, Department Va, and N. C., Fort Monroe, March \Qtk, 1864 

Commodore F. A. Parker, Commdg. Potomac Flotilla 
Commodore: On or about the 6th of Dec. last the gun- 
boats under your command, lying at the mouth of the Rappa- 
hannock River, took from the shore a German named Albrach, 
and on the same day, or the day following, piloted by him 
made a descent upon the place of Mr. Armste^ at Armstead 
Village, in Lancaster County, and burned his mill and de- 
stroyed some of his property. 

I have in my possession full evidence to convict Mr. Arm- 
stead of being a traitor, and of being in correspondence with 
Richmond. I desire that as soon as practicable you will 
send and arrest him. When the arrest is made, please have 
his house carefully searched, and all papers, &c., together with 
himself, sent to me under guard. 

I believe that his residence is in Lancaster Co. near Heaths- 
ville, Northumberland Co. I presume, however, that as your 
boats and men have found him once, they will experience no 
difficulty in again doing so. I have the honor to be, very 

respectfully, Qbdt. Servi., B. F. Butler, 

Maj. Gen. Commanding 
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From William B. Greene to General Butler 

Jamaica Plain, Mass., March IQtk, 1864 

Genera.l; You have had the kindness to offer nae the com- 
mand of a regiment to be composed of transfugees from the 
rebel army; that is, of men who, being prisoners of war in 
your hands, have volimtarily taken the oath of allegiance to 
the U. S., and have also voluntarily enhsted as soldiers of the 
Union. You were also so good as to assure me that the men 
appear to be sincere and honest in their professions, inasmuch 
as they have been placed where many of them might have 
deserted had they seen fit to do so, and inasmuch as several of 
them have received certificates of sincerity and good intention 
from the rebel prisoners themselves by being murdered in the 
prisoners’ camp. 

I have the honor to say in reply, that I will with pleasure 
accept a commission as Colonel of the regiment of transfugees 
in question whenever it is tendered to me, provided, 1st That 
the commission dates from the fifth day of July, eighteen 
hundred and sixty one (July 5, 1861), the date of my old com- 
mission and muster into the service of the United States as 
Colonel of the Mass. 14th. I would suggest, respectfully, 
that several company officers who served under me have been 
made Colonels, and that I would not be willing to run the risk 
of finding myself brigaded under any of them by virtue of 
the mere date of my commission. I think these officers would 
themselves prefer to have my commission run from the fifth 
of July, 1861. 

Moreover my men are to fight with ropes around their 
necks; and if my commission dates back, as I have requested, 
I shall have more opportunity to protect them from ignominy, 
since I shall run less risk of being brigaded imder young officers 
who will neglect to take into consideration the exceptional 
position of my men. They will of course look upon me as a 
friend and protector, and it is right that I should stipulate 
for such rank as would give me a chance to do all that a Colonel 
could do for their welfare. I take the liberty to state further- 
more that I was brigaded under Gen. King about the middle 
of August, 1861, at the time my regiment reported for duty 
at Washington; that I remained in his brigade for about ten 
days, when my regiment was transferred to the brigade of 
Gen. Richardson, where it remained for about three weeks; 
and that my regiment was assigned on the 14th day of Septem- 
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ber, 1861, to artillery duty under my own command, and was 
never, from that day forward, brigaded under any person 
other than myseh until my resignation as Colonel of the Mass. 
14th was accepted, which was at some time in the month of 
October, 1862, or a little more than a year subsequent to the 
date of the assignment of the regiment to artillery duty. I 
take the liberty to state further that I was twice placed in 
command of a brigade composed of several regiments (my 
own regiment was one of three battalions of 600 men each), 
and on neither of these occasions by mere accident or to fill a 
temporary vacancy, since, on each occasion, the brigade was 
created by the order which placed me in command of it. I 
have reason to believe that the second of the brigades here 
mentioned is still in existence. 

2nd That my men shall not be exposed, unnecessarily, in 
the performance of such outpost duty as would render them 
liable to be taken and hanged in squads of eight or ten, but 
that the regiment shall have the opportunity to so fight that 
the men may defend each other, and die, if they must die, of 
wounds made by projectiles and cutting implements mentioned 
in the ordinance Manual, and not by the rope, and at the hands 
of the rebel Provost Marshals, and I respectfully request that 
such guaranties may be given in this respect as may be con- 
sistent with the interests of the service and custom of armies, 
and such also as may be considered suflSicient and satisfactory 
by Major General Butler. Of course I do not request that 
any contract of this nature should be made with the men; 
for soldiers who make terms in their enlistment papers are 
worse than useless, and fit only to be disbanded. I should 
also consider it indelicate on my part to ask that any terms 
should be made with me. I therefore respectfully request 
that this matter may be arranged in a manner satisfactory to 
Major General Butler. 

Srd. That I shall have an opportunity to examine the officers 
of the regiment with the liberty to object to such of them as I 
deem inefficient or incompetent, Major General Butler to take 
such action on my report as he may deem just, proper, and 
for the interest of liie service; also that I shall have such author- 
ity in disciplining my regiment as is guaranteed to me by the 
articles of war and by the acts of Congress. 

I would respectfully recommend that the regiment should 
be organized as a regiment of two battalions, with authority 
to add a third — and, if possible a fourth — battalion, as soon 



LETTEES OF GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER 545 


as transfugees to the requisite number have been obtained. 
After my old regiment was assigned to artillery duty, I was 
authorized to erdist two new companies, and to organize the 
whole into three battalions of four companies each — each 
company to consist (if I remember rightly) of 151 enlisted 
men: all of which I accomplished without any difficulty. I 
suppose we can, if this plan pleases you, get good terms from 
the War Department, and obtain permission to organize battal- 
ions as fast as we can have the reqmsite number of companies, 
each company being filled to the minimum standard only. 
It would then be the duty of the Captains, and also their 
interest, to enlist up to the maximum standard as soon as 
circumstances might permit. I think the miniTnum standard 
is eighty-three enlisted men, and that eight companies must 
be organized before the Colonel can be mustered in, but am 
not sure of these figures as I have no present means of verifying 
them. A captain and two heutenants suffice for a company 
of 83 enlisted men; but five company officers and several 
additional sergeants and corporals are none too many for a 
company of 150 enlisted men. 

I take the liberty to suggest, also, that although military 
knowledge is always necessary to a military man, good busi- 
ness habits and familiarity with affairs are even more requisite 
to a Lieutenant Colonel of a regiment of several battalions 
than information strictly military. There is, I apprehend, no 
place in the line for the Lieut. Colonel of a regiment of several 
battalions; and his function is, if I am not mistaken, to replace 
the Colonel in the case of death or absence of the latter, or, 
in case of the Colonel’s presence with the regiment, to render 
all possible assistance in attending to the accounts and to the 
incidental business of the regiment. The Lieut. Colonel has, 
usually, time to prepare himself by observation and experience, 
and by watching the movement of things, to replace the Colonel 
in command. The Majors, or battalion commanders ought to 
be competent military men, and either already conversant with 
the battalion and brigade drill, or capable of soon becoming 
so by study. 

I would, respectfully suggest that the quarter-master and 
commissary officer of a regiment ought always to be possessed 
of considerable capacity, and especially so when the regiment 
is one of several battalions; also that in the case of this par- 
ticular regiment the captains should be good judges of human 
nature, since we shall probably hnd, in each company, some 
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very bad men, of criminal intentions, wbo are insincere in their 
present allegiance, and some men also, who were forced into 
the rebel army, and are unfit by natural temperament to 
serve under any colors. It comes to my mind the more natu- 
rally to t.jn'rik there may be men in the regt. capable of firing 
on their officers as soon as the first battle shall have commenced, 
inasmuch as I once had a gun snapped on me (in Florida) by a 
Tnfl.T) who had been a pirate, and had been convicted as such 
and pardoned. If there are any such men in the regt., the 
Captains ought to know how to weed them out, and get them 
put to work with ball and chain before we go into action. 

I apologize to the General for the length of this letter, but I 
do not know how I could make it shorter. The General will 
please notice that I put no absolute conditions to my accept- 
ance of the commission except those which are guaranteed to 
me by the laws of Congress, the invariable custom of armies, 
and the articles of war, and also the one, special to this par- 
ticular case, that my commission shall date from the fifth of 
July, 1861. 

You are aware. General, that I have no politics, that I was 
originally a democrat, that I became a radical anti-slavery 
man when the fugitive slave-law was passed, and that my 
democratic and anti-slavery principles have prevented me, for 
many years past, from voting, and that I shall probably 
refrain from principle from voting hereafter, so long as slavery 
is, in any way whatever, guaranteed by the Constitution of 
the United States. I think my political record is, if not wise 
and judicious, at least consistent. Nevertheless I am a sub- 
ject of the United States, the United States is endeavoring 
to put down an inexcusable rebellion, the Government of the 
United States is (with all its faults) the best in the world, and 
my allegiance is due to that Government. I would not, on 
any consideration, at the present time, after the experience I 
have had, volunteer my services; but if my services as a 
soldier are asked for, I do not feel at liberty to decline serving 
my country in a military capacity. Nevertheless, General, 
if anything happens to prevent me from receiving the com- 
mission, it will be a matter of rejoicing to me, since I have 
little to gain and much to lose by re-entering the service. I 
have bought me a house, with several acres of land around it, 
am engaged in superintending the education of my children, 
am now favored by Providence beyond the ordinary lot of 
men, am happy and contented, and shall be grateful to the 
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coimtry if it will leave me where I am. In the matter of 
accepting the commission, I will do my absolute duty, and 
nothing more. I had rather not have it than have it. 

But, General, whatever may be the result, I shall always feel 
grateful for your kindness in remembering me, and in recogniz- 
ing, as 1 have always recognized, our friendship of so many 
years standing. There are many reasons now existing why 
I should not have considered it my duty — reasons which it 
is not necessary to state — to accept a commission as Colonel, 
if that co mmi ssion had been offered me by any person, now 
serving in the field, other than yourself. I have the honor to 
remain. General, Very respectfully, 

Your obliged friend and servant, 

Wm. B. Geeene 


From President Lincoln 

XJnited States Military Telegraph, Washihgion, March 17th, 1864 

Maj. Genl. Butler 

If you obtain the remains of Col. Dahlgren, please notify 
me instantly so that I can let his afflicted know. 

A. Lincoln 


From General Butler 

The President shall be informed of the arrival of Col. 
Dahlgren’s remains at the earliest possible moment. Prob- 
ably on Sunday. B F B 

From General Butler 

Eeadquart&rs, Dept. Va. and N. C., Fort Monroe, March I7th, 1864 

Major John E. Mulford, Asst. Comm, of Exchange 
Major: Enclosed you will find the papers in relation to 
Mrs. M. R. H. Garnett and her two children and Servant, and 
a pass from the President for them to come here. 

It is desirable that she should get here by the earliest boat. 
It is also desirable that a special messenger, if one can be 
procured at City Point, be sent forward with the letters 
to her, advising her to come, paying any reasonable expenses 
therefor. 

Also say to Judge Quid, the Confederate Comm, of Exchange, 
that for any funds she may desire to draw for her special use 
in coming, the draft shall be honored by you. 

The President having taken an interest in this matter is 
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a reason for additional interest therein. I have the honor 

to be, Very respy. yr. ohdt. sent, B. F. Butler, 

Major General Commdg. & Comm, of Exchange 

From General Butler 

Headquarters^ Department Va, and iV, Fort Monroe, Mar, 17th, 1864 

Brig. Gen. Wistae, Commanding Yorktown, Va. 

General: I have directed that certain plows are to be 
turned over to the Supt. of the negro affairs there. Whose 
property they are can be settled by and by. They are for 
the use of the plantations, and it is a necessity to take them. 

I wish every facility to be given to the Supt. of Negro Affairs 
not inconsistent with military operations. Your attention is 
respectfully called to General Order No. 20 in this regard. I 
have the honor to be, very respectfully, 

Yr. oldt. sent, B. P. Butler, Maj. Gen. Commdg. 


From General Butler 

March 17, 1864 

Gen. Wistae, Yorktown 

I sent Gen. Graham to agree with you upon the matter of 
this expedition. I did not intend to send any formal orders. 
Acting in conjunction with Genl. Graham, you will put such 
of your forces as may be necessary under his command, and 
make such dispositions yourself as will aid the object which I 
directed him to explain to you. Any specific point of instruc- 
tions I will give. p Butler, Maj. Genl. Comdg. 


From the Secretary of War 

CiPHEE. Bt Telegram /rom Washington, March nth, 1864 

To Maj. Gen. Butler, Comdg. 

I HAVE sent you a copy of a telegram from Maj. Genl. 
Meade relating to the enemy’s supposed designs on Norfolk. 
K there is anything you neei let me know, and if possible it 
shall be furnished. General Hinks has been ordered to join 
you without delay. I have not heard anything from Genl. 
Weitzel, but supposed from your telegram that he was to be 
at Washington. Do you want any officers? 

Edwin M. Stanton, Secy, of War 
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From the Secretary of War 
Cipher. By Telegram from Washington, March Vtth, 1864 

The following is from Head Quarters, Army of the Potomac, 
March 16th, 1864. And forwarded for the information of 
Major General Butler, by order of the Secretary of War, To 
Major General H. W. Halleck. 

The following intelligence received from scouts just re- 
turned, is sent for your information: 

The enemy are making large preparations for the capture of 
Norfolk; large details are made from Pickett’s division to 
work on the gunboats now building at Richmond. The work 
is pushed night and day, and it is expected three (3) gunboats 
will be finished in three (3) or (4) weeks. They are also 
building floats or rafts to carry guns to move down the James 
River with their fleet. Longstreet is to have command on the 
Blackwater for the main attack on Norfolk. His whole com- 
mand is expected at Petersburg. His force is estimated at 
fifteen thousand (15,000). Pontoons have been sent from 
Richmond to Petersburg. A feint will be made on Williams- 
burg with a force of three thousand (3,000) infantry, and some 
cavalry and artillery, and for this purpose. Ford’s bridge over 
the Chickahominy is being rebuilt. The whole information 
is brought by a man named Lehman, whom our scouts brought 
back with them, and who represents himself as having been 
sent by Union men in Richmond to communicate the above, 
and other information to the War Department. He will be 
sent up to-morrow with an officer. Our scouts report that 
J. E. B. Stuart is collecting a cavalry force at Fredericksburg 
to make raid on om rear, and is only waiting for the Rappa- 
hannock to become fordable to cross at or near Fredericksburg. 
They also report the enemy sending supplies and ammunition 
in great quantities over both raflroads, uniting at Hanover 
Junction to Lee’s army. g Mn.n ,., Maj. Om. 

From General Butler 

Fort Monroe, Va., March Vlth, 1864 

Hon. Edwin M. Stanton, Secretary of War 

We can find on our maps no such bridge as Ford’s Bridge. 
Bottom’s, Long, and Jones’ Bridges are all the bridges below 
the York River Railroad we know of. Will find the value of 
the information at once. What is most necessary here is 
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light-drauglit iron-dads to hold the river. Call attention of 
the Navy to that. If they can hold the river we can hold 
the land. Will ask for officers soon. 

Benj. P. Butler, Major-General 

OflScial Eecords, Series I, Vol. 83, Page 688. 


From General Butler 

March 17, 1864 

General Wistae, Yoektown 

I HAVE information that the enemy are repairing Ford’s 
Bridge. Send out a reconnaissance under a trustworthy 
officer, and let me know if anything has been done. 

Benj. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 


From Admiral Lee 

CoNFiDBNTiAL. “MINNESOTA,” March V7th, 1864 

Major Gen. Butler, Comdg. Dept, of Va. and N. C., 

Fortress Monroe, Virginia 

General: The enclosure in your confidential communica- 
tion of this date, just received by your orderly, is herewith 
returned by him. I have retained a copy of it, and will see 
you on the subject to-morrow evening. I have the honor to 

be. General, Respectfully Yours, S. P. Lee, 

A.R.A., Comdg. N. A. B. Squadron 


From Commander Henry D. Grant 

Hampton Roads, H. M. S. “Rosabio,” nth March, 1864 

Captain A. F. Puffer, A.D.C. 

Mt dear Sir: Will you kindly inform the Commanding 
General that I shall have much pleasure in receiving him on 
board at 12.30 p. M. on Saturday, the 19th inst., and that the 
boats of this ship shall be in attendance at the pier at noon. 
I have the honor to be. 

Your obedient Servant, Henry D. Grant 

Commander 


From the Secretary of War 

United States Military Telegraphy Washington, Mar, IStk, 1864 

Cipher to Major Genl. Butler, Comdg. 

There is reason to believe that Morgan is organizing another 
raid, and it is [in] expedient to release his officers before their 
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regular turn, 
days ago. 


I had ordered them to Fort Delaware some 
Edwin M. Stanton, Secy, of War 


Answer by General Butler 

I HAD not intended releasing Morgan’s officers at all, only 
to get them out of a penitentiary, as reprisals were informally 
notified to me, and I did not wish to yield after formal actions 
by the rebels. 


From Miss D. L. Dix to General Butler 

Washington, March 18, 1864 

Dear Sir: I am just leaving Washington for ten days. 
Wni you, if you choose, say to Major Mulford that I hear it 
asserted that the employees on the “Flag of Truce boat” 
furnish large quantities of articles to the Rebels, as the Rich- 
mond boat hes by night along-side, & as officers pass on and 
off. He will know best whether such a report has probable 
foundation. 

Dr. Hopkins has sent second letter to Philadelphia, ordering 
suits of clothing forwarded by Flag of Truce boat to City 
Point and Richmond. His mother speaks of receiving long 
letters which are quite satisfactory to her. 

These are trivial matters to report, but perhaps are not 
unimportant. 

I hear that Gen. Meade is much gratified in the appointment 
of Genl. Grant to chief command. 

Yr. piquant letter to the Accomac Co. school mistress is 
quoted with much amusement, but also with greater appro- 
bation. 

With cordial regards to Mrs. Butler, I am yours, with high 
appreciation. ^ ^ 

From General Butler 

Headquarters, Dept. Va. and N. C., Fort Monroe, March 1864 

Major John E. Mulford, Asst. Agent for Exchange 

Major: The President of the United States having sent Mrs. 
White with this order to pass through our fines with her baggage, 
in my judgment we are not permitted either to scrutinize the 
lady or her baggage. Everything she has must be allowed 
to pass through. 

B. F. Butler, Major General Commanding 
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From the Secretary of War 

Telegbam. Washington, March IStk, 1864 

Cipher — To Major General Butler, Comdg. 

Howard says that Ford’s bridge is a strong new bridge, 
lately built by the Rebels between Bolton’s bridge and Mc- 
Clellan’s pole bridge on the Chickahominy. General Meade’s 
scout will be sent you as soon as he arrives. 

Edwxn M. Stanton, Sec. of War. 

From General Butler 

March 18, 1864 

Brig. Genl. I. J. Wistae, Comdg. at Yorktown 
Please allow the present detail stationed near the “Half- 
way” House at Bartlett’s farm to remain there permanently, 
unless there are military reasons to interfere. 

Benj. F. Butler, Maj. Genl. Comdg. 

From General Butler 

March 18, 1864 

Brig. Genl. C. A. Heckman, Comdg. XJ. S. Forces near 
Portsmouth, Va. 

I HAVE rec’d some intimation that there may be some move- 
ment of the enemy in your front, and that there is a concentra- 
tion of Pickett’s troops at Petersburg. 

Please use all means to learn the truth in the premises. 

Benj. F. Butler, Maj. Genl. Comdg. 

From the Secretary of War 

By Telegraph 

Forwarded for the information of Major General Butler, by 
order of the Secretary of War: 


Bead Quarters Army of the Potomac, March IHth, 1864 

To Major General H. W. Halleck, Chief of Staff 
There appears to be no doubt from the reports of scouts 
that a detachment, strength unknown, has recently been sent 
from Lee’s army to Richmond. It would also appear that 
Longstreet has been present at Orange C. H. within a few days 
past, though there is no indication of any of his forces having 
reached there. It is farther reported that Early’s command 
has either returned or is now returning to the main army. 
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Furloughs are still beiug given in Lee’s army, and no other 
changes than those above reported, noted. 

Geoege G. Meade, Major General 

From General Butler 

Headquarters, Be'partm&rd Va. and N, C., Fort Monroe, March ISth, 1864 

Miss Lillie J. Thompson, Baltimoee, Md. 

Yohe brother, Jared Thomfson, came down here to me to 
ask for a position in one of the colored regiments, and was 
kindly and courteously received by me, and his application 
taken into consideration, and if upon such consideration had 
been found worthy, would have been granted, as I am in want 
of good officers. That courtesy and kindness he repaid by 
conspiring with a rascally officer who had been discharged, 
and whose character he knew, to mahgn me to the President, 
and then, not content with that, he came back and attempted 
to undermiae my authority here by spreading false reports 
in regard to me. 

For that I shall shut him up for a while. I did not know 
that anybody on earth cared for him. Fmdiag, however, from 
your letter that he has a mother and sister who care for him, 
I will send him to you : only take care of him. He will leave by 
to-morrow’s boat, I have the honor to be, very respectfully. 
Yours, B. F. Butlee, Maj. Gen. Commdg. 

From E. Locke to General Butler 

New Oeeeans, March 1864 

Deae Geneeal: I cannot forget you, and verily I believe 
there are many more in the Gulf Department who have not 
forgotten you, and like unto myself would like to see you in the 
occupancy of a much higher position than the one you now 
occupy. I am in receipt of letters from friends in the West, 
from time to time, and am fully satisfied that the tone of 
public feeling is assuming a form that to me looks like a 
certainty for your nomination. There is much of the con- 
servative element in the western states, that element may be 
regarded as in the majority; had it not been so, Mr. Lincoln 
could not have received the nomination in 1860. Now, Mr. 
Chase is too much of a Radical. Mr. Lincoln is not conserva- 
tive enough, and neither is believed to understand the mode of 
dealmg with the rebellious so well as yourself. This feeling 
has fired the entire West, and no man can get the nomination 
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for President who has not come up to your standard of judg- 
ment in this matter. 

I am informed that it is believed that Mr. Chase is too smart 
to allow his name to be pressed in convention, but will advise 
his friends at just the right time to give their influence to you; 
this opinion is based upon the known intimacy between your- 
self and that distinguished gentleman. Now should this prove 
correct your nomination may be regarded as certain. 

Our General leaves again to-day for the Teche country ; this is 
the 3rd expedition in that direction within the last 12 months. 
I am reminded of the General who marched 40,000 men up the 
hill then marched them down again; so we go. 

Please remember me to Col. Shaffer and such members of 
your staff as were with you in this department. I am very 

respectfully. Your obdt. Servant, E. Locke 

From General Butler 

Headquarters f Department V a. and N. C., Fort Monroe, Mar, IStkt 1864 

Richard S. Fat Jr., Esq., Boston, Mass. 

Dear Sir: I got your note enclosing the one to Mr. Joseph 
S. Fay, and hasten to reply to it. 

I cannot send any men, because men with us are scarce. 
All able-bodied men go into the Army. The Quartermaster’s 
Department is served by those who cannot pass the Surgeon. 
I know the want and need of help in Lowell, and can so far as 
women go, aid it. If you or either one of the Treasurers of 
Lowell will agree to take fifty or more women between the 
ages of fifteen and forty, mostly soldiers’ wives with the 
children, and will send me an Agent to take care of them in 
their trans-shipment, and will pay them fair wages and see 
that they are taken care of, I will send them, and give them 
Government transportation to Boston or New York. 

I want somebody to be responsible for these women because 
they wiU go upon my pledge that they shall be taken care of. 
If this can be once started, I have no doubt that I can supply 
some thousands of women, and occasionally a man where the 
whole family goes. But you must take the children who will 
very soon grow into help. 

Please consider this matter and write me, or lay the matter 
before the Treasurers at the next dinner. 

The fifty are experimental only. 

The horses will start next week. 
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I congratulate you, the Nation, and myself, upon the 
promotion of onr friend General Smith. 

Very truly yours, B. P. Btttler, Maj. Gen. Commdg. 

P.S. I expect no objection as to color. 


March 18, 1864 


From General Butler 

Rear Admiral Tyin-F. 

I AM informed that some new order has been issued to your 
officials in regard to the oystering in York River, which inter- 
feres with the permits issued from my office. 

Will you have the kindness to furnish me with a copy of the 
order, and, if you please, the reasons for its issue. 

Benj. F. Bxjtlee, Maj. Genl. Comdg. 


March 19, 1864 


From General Butler 

G. V. Fox, Asst. Sec. of Navy 
Letter in regard to Ensign Porter rec’d. I am assured by 
Quid that none of our men are in irons. And I do not believe 
they are. I shall make another application next boat to make 

that certain. Benj. F. Butler, Maj. Genl. Comdg. 


From General Butler 

Genl. Heckman March i 9 , m 4 , 

I HAVE some intimation of an attack upon your lines, but 
not as soon as this. 

Be vigilant. The only danger is their turning you at Great 


Bridge. 


Benj. F. Butler, Maj. Genl. Comdg. 


From Chaplain McKinney 

Trot, Ohio, March I 9 ih , 1864 

Maj. Gen. B. F, Butler, Fort Monroe 
Sm: The accompanying shp was cUpped from the Cincinnati 
Daily Commercial of the 12th inst., and I take the liberty of 
sending it to you. I desire to know whether you allow your 
name to be thus employed, or not. 

I have unhesitatingly contradicted the genuineness of the 
paragraph. This I have the more readily done from the high 
opinion I have formed of you as a man, a soldier, and a patriot; 
for I regard patriotism and soldierly qualities of the broader 
and higher type as inseparable from real truthfulness and manly 
moral sentiment. And I am certain, from two years’ experi- 
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ence in the Army as chaplain, that the wholesale denunciation 
of that class of officers is imjust and uncalled for, and invari- 
ably proceeds from profane, drunken, gambling debauchers. 

I shall be deeply indebted to you if you can find time to 
give me a brief reply. You can address me at Troy, Miami 
Co., Ohio, and it will reach me through my friends. I shall 
leave in a few days for active service, as my regiment will 
shortly return to the field as veterans. 

You will please pardon the freedom I have taken in address- 
ing you, as nothing but my profound respect for you and the 
distinguished services you have rendered our country in its 
hour of great danger, and the certainty I feel that the language 
attributed to you is unauthorized, induced me to write thus. 
Respectfully, 

Your obt. servt, A. L. McKimsTET, Chap. 71st 0. V. [F. 7..^] 

Enclosure referred to in Foregoing Letter 

Ben. Bxjtleb says he has found that a good many of his 
chaplains are less fond of comforting his dying officers and 
soldiers than of waiting to console their widows. 

From General Butler to Chaplain McKinney 

March 25/64. [Not in chronological order] 

I AM obliged to you for the care which you would take of my 
good name, and the kind considerations which you are pleased 
to give my services to the country. 

I have long since ceased answering newspaper paragraphs. 
I am daily accused of every crime in the decalogue, and if I 
should begin by contradicting or explaining these accusations, 
and should fail to meet a single one, perhaps not seeing it, I 
should be taken to have confessed it by my silence. 

Therefore I have preferred to allow all to go on. If I am 
the man my enemies (and they are also the enemies of my 
country) would fain have me believed to be, what I do is not 
done in a comer, and sure if not swift punishment will over- 
take me. If I am not guilty, a life spent in the public eye 
wiQ vindicate me. 

You may truly believe I never uttered the remark attributed 
to me in the paragraph sent me. I have found Chaplains as 
a rule Christian gentlemen, ready and anxious to do their 
Master’s Service and their duty to their Country. 

Yours trvl/y, Benj. F. Butlee 
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From General Butler 

Headquarters Department Va, and N. C., Fort Monroe, March iOth, 1864 

William Dillon, Wheeling, West Vieginia 

Deae Sib: I have received your note in relation to the 
“Morning Light” and Barge, and the claim you make for 
compensation for their use. 

I think it quite certain that my brother, now deceased, has 
never received anything upon the account of the barge, nor is 
there any claim upon his books against yours. 

When I told you that you needed a guardian, and I would be 
one, I spoke in regard to a single transaction. I by no means 
undertook to take care of you and your interests during your 
natural life. 

I have written to the Quartermaster General for your papers, 
and believing your claim to be an honest one, will endeavor to 
make such a report as shall entitle it to fair and just considera- 
tion; for I agree with Col. Shaffer that you were almost the 
only man, of the steamboat owners of New Orleans, that was 
willing to give the Government fair play. I have the honor 
to be, very respectfully, g j, 

Maj. Gen. Commanding 
From General Butler 

Ed., Qrs. Dept, of Va. and N. C., Fort Monroe, March iOthy 1864 

Em. E. M. Stanton, Sec. of War 

Sm: I have now more than a minimum regiment of repentant 
Rebels, whom a friend of mine calls “ Transfugees,” recruited at 
Point Lookout. They behave exceedingly well, are very quiet, 
and most of them I am certain are truly loyal, and I believe 
will make as efficient a regiment as there is in the service. 

I should like to organize and arm it at once. I have had 
some experience with the same sort of material, in Louisiana, 
having a regiment composed almost entirely of Rebel deserters. 

By organizing the regiment at once I can have one more 
regiment, who will fight d Voutrance, for the Spring campaign. 
I have the honor to be very respectfully. 

Four obt. servt., B. F. Butlee, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 
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From General Butler 

headquarters. Department V a, and N. C., Fort Monroe, Mar, 9t0th, 1864 

Mrs. Susan O. Snelung, Piainfield, Illinois 
Mt deae Madam: The Commanding General desires me to 
say, in reply to your note of the 14th instant, that as yet he 
has not been able to establish his system of schools throughout 
this Department, but hopes within a few weeks to have a 
thorough school system at work here, and that then he will 
with pleasure consider your application, as capable teachers 
will then be in demand. I have the honor to be. 

Very respectfully, yr. obdt. servt., 

John J. Davenpoet, Private Secretary to 
Maj. Gen. Butlee 

From General Butler 

headquarters. Department Va. and N, C., Fort Monroe, March %0th, 1864 

Meeeitt Peckham, Esq., Utica, N. Y. 

Deae Sib: The Commdg. General desires me to say, in 
answer to your letter of the 17th inst., that he is at no loss “as 
to how to dispose of the repentant ‘Rebel prisoners.’” 

They have and will be all well provided for, and in a way 
by which they may in a measure compensate for their past 
disloyalty towards the Government. Thanking you for your 
kind suggestions, I am, 

Very respectfully, yr. ohdt. servt., 

John J. Davenport, Priv. Sec. to Gen. Butlee 

From General Butler 

Edqrs. Dept of Virginia and North Carolina, Fort Monroe, March 21, 1864 

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee 
I SEND inclosed a copy of statement made to me by a re- 
liable young man whom I sent to Hamilton, N. C., and who has 
just returned. I shall send a copy of the statement to the 
commanding oflScer at Plymouth, with directions to commu- 
nicate it to the naval commander there. Why cannot we or- 
ganize a Uttle expedition to burn the iron-clad? It is only 
20 nules from Plymouth. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully 

Your obedient servant, B. F. Butlee, 

Major-General, Commanding 

Official Records, Series I, Vol. 88, Page 711. 
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From C. S. Henry 

^ih District Negro AfairSy March 21, 1864 

To Major Genl. Butler, Commanding Dept of Virginia & 

North Carolina 

General: I have received yoitr instructions about Agents 
granting permits to purchasers, and have obeyed your orders 
by stopping them all throughout the two counties of the Eastern 
Shore, Va. — and giving proper notice to all traders. But 
I am met with inquiries from traders which I am unable to 
answer; 

1st Whether the necessity for such permits to trade, as the 
one I enclose (and which I beg you to return to me), is done 
away with? 

Snd Whether the 5 p. c. tax on goods imported or exported 
by storekeepers, which has heretofore been levied, is still to 
be paid? 

3rd Whether the 5 p. c. duty on the cargoes of vessels clear- 
ing from this peninsula to ports other than Baltimore, and 
where there are no instructions to the Custom House officers 
to collect it, is to be collected here before clearance is granted? 

I beg pardon for troubling you. I might apply to Washing- 
ton, but I prefer acting under your orders and instructions, 
which I shall implicitly follow. Very respectfully. 

Your obdt Servant, C. S. Henry 

Enclosure referred to in Foregoing Letter 

United States Inteenal Reventtb License 

No, 853, Granted, Sept 23, 1863, Expires May 1, 1864 

To All Whom It May Concern 

This License is granted to Joshua P. Wescoat of Eastville, 
in the county of Northampton and State of Virginia, to carry 
on the business or occupation of Retailer at No. — Street, in 
the aforementioned county and State, having paid the tax of 
dollars therefore, conformably to the provisions of an 
act entitled, “An act to provide internal revenue to support 
the government and to pay interest on the public debt,” 
approved July 1st, 1862, and the amendments thereto. 20 
months. 

This License to be in force until the first day of May, 1864, 
provided the said Joshua P. Wescoat shall conform to the 
requirements of said act, and of such other act or acts as are 
now or may hereafter be in this behalf enacted. 
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Given under my hand and seal at Eastville this 23rd day 
of September, A. D. 1863. 

Geo. C. Ttlee, Collector of the Jfik Collection District, 

in the State of Virginia 


From General Butler to Edward Pierrepont 
Headquarters, Dej)i. Va. and N. C., Fobt Monroe, March ^\st, 1864 

I AM in receipt of your letter in regard to the money alleged 
to be of Samuel Smith & Co., bankers at New Orleans, up to 
the time of the capture of that city by the United States forces. 

As you are aware, I am in the field and have therefore no 
books or papers with me relating to former transactions, and 
was obhged to wait until I had examined some memoranda 
before I could make as full an answer as I could wish. This 
must be my apology for the delay in replying to your letter. 

I am now without dates and amounts, but the facts and the 
order of sequence I am quite sure will be without mistake. The 
case of Smith and Co. was as follows: Within a few days after 
my arrival in New Orleans, I received information that the 
Director of the U. S. Mint, upon the appearance of the U. S. 
Fleet, had fled up the Red River with Governor T. 0. Moore 
and a portion of specie of mint and of some of New Orleans 
banks. 

That he had deposited with Samuel Smith & Co., Bankers, 
whose place of business was next door to the Canal Bank and 
banking house $50,000 of the specie which belonged to the 
United States. Upon further examination, it appeared that 
the Mint Director, finding the silver too bulky to carry away, 
had placed a large sum to the Samuel Smith & Co., who had 
loaned it, or a portion of it, to the Canal Bank, which, during 
some days just before the taking of the city of New Orleans, 
had been redeeming its circulation in specie. That this silver 
had been paid out by the bank to its customers and bill-holders. 

That Samuel Smith and Co. had received for this specie fifty 
thousand dollars in gold, in two sums from the director of the 
Bank, which, being simply the exchange of the money of the 
United States, was of course the property of the United States, 
Smith and Co., having this idea in concealing the stolen specie 
of the United States. 

Whereupon I caused Samuel Smith to be brought before me 
for examination, and in the most solemn manner he denied as 
well the exchange of the silver as the possession of the gold or 
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silver: knew not where there was any concealed or conveyed 
away; averred that his books would show that he had no gold 
of any amount. I caused his books and papers to be seized 
and examined. Finding upon his books which had been 
altered and erased for the occasion that his firm had a quantity 
of gold, although by no means the amount of $50,000 dollars, 
and feeling sure of my information, I ordered Smith to be sent 
to Fort Jackson. Smith thereupon confessed that the whole 
story heretofore told me had been a lie, and that he had locked 
up in the air space between his safe and the brick wall of his 
coimting house a large amoimt of gold and silver. Upon 
sending there, we found the two kegs of $25,000 each we were in 
search of, and some bags of gold and silver amotmting to some 
to $17,000 more, some of which corresponded with some of 
the entries on Smith and Co.’s books. I thereupon seized the 
specie and held it for the use of the Government. 

Afterwards, Mr. Jacob Barker applied to me for a hearing 
upon the question of property, and whether there was a probable 
cause for holding this gold as the property of the United States, 
and I appointed a commission consisting of Oen. Shefley, Mili- 
tary Governor, Dr. Mercer, President of the Bank of Louisiana, 
and Thomas J. Durant (I believe), an eminent lawyer of New 
Orleans, to adjudicate and determine these questions. A full 
hearing was had, witnesses were examined, books produced 
and examined, and counsel heard in argument. I remember 
the President of the Canal Bank was examined and made a 
very lame explanation of how Mr. Smith got this money out of 
his bank, and of the way he borrowed the silver of the mint. 
Smith’s brother was also examined, who gave a stiU more lame 
account of the alteration of the books, and why there appeared 
in the cash accoimt about that time so many thousand dollars 
worth of “Lead,” and on the next page so many thousand 
dollars worth of “ Tin. ” Suflice it to say, that after a laborious 
examination the Board reported that the l-k. or 17000 dollars 
of specie was the property of Smith & Co., and should be given 
up to them, and that there was cause for holding the two kegs 
of $25,000 each. 

This report with the accompanying documents was thereupon 
forwarded to the Treasury Department at Washington; all 
the smaller sums of $14000 or so and papers returned immedi- 
ately to Smith & Co., with the exception of about 1300 dollars 
about which a dispute arose between Smith & Co. and my 
officers, they averring that they had never received the amount, 

VOL. Ill — 36 
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and Smith claimed that they had. Afterwards, before I left 
New Orleans, in order that there might be no just cause to 
suspect the integrity of my officers, I paid Mr. Baker, Smith’s 
counsel, the sum in the dispute and took his receipt. In the 
meantime my troops had remained unpaid, some for more than 
six months, and although repeated requisitions had been made 
on the Treasury still the money had not been transmitted. 

Believing that this money belonged to the United States, as 
I now beheve, and there being no difference at that date be- 
tween gold and silver and Treasury notes in New Orleans, and 
but httle anywhere, for reasons stated in my reports to the 
Treasury I turned over this gold from time to time to my Pay 
Masters, to be paid out to the troops, and it was so done, 
and when afterwards they got funds they repaid me, and in- 
deed I believe it was advanced to them and returned more 
than once. 

The reasons why probably you cannot find that gold, “eo 
nomine” [inj the accounts of Major Hewitt and Usher, was that 
no difference was made in paying the troops between that and 
Treasury notes, and therefore receiving it and returning it 
when they had funds there would be no appearance of it. You 
will find therefor in my accounts settled at the War Office that 
I have charged myself with that amount of $50,000, and made 
myself responsible to the Government for it in a final settle- 
ment of my account, taking care that any supposed rights of 
Smith & Co. should be preserved by a written statement filed 
with the accounts in the War Office as well as my report to the 
Treasury. In the usual case of a disputed claim I should 
hardly have felt myself called upon to answer to the counsel 
of one party, to have given so full a statement of facts, but 
having taken this money as an executive officer of the Govern- 
ment, I have felt it my duty to make ftdl expositions of all the 
facts so far as they have come to my knowledge and are now 
within my recollection. 

I may, however, be permitted to add a single fact, which 
will perhaps be no information to their counsel, that the two 
brothers Smith & Co. were both bitter, active, and unrelenting 
Rebels, who refused to take the oath of allegiance so long as I 
remained in New Orleans, and one or both I believe went to 
Canada to evade it. 

If you should desire any other questions answered in this 
regard, you have only to propose them, and if you will give me 
opportunity to go to books and papers, I have no doubt but I 
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can give you sums and dates. I have the honor to be, very 
respectMly, ^ _ 

B, P. Butlee, Major General Commanding 
From General Butler 

EeadquarterSf Department Va . and N . C ., Foet Moneoe, Mar . 21 st , 1864 

Maj. Gen. John J. Peck, Commdg. Dept, of No. Car. 

Geneeal: I send a copy of the latest and what I believe 
to be reliable information in regard to the iron-clad at Plymouth. 

I think if the navy cannot go up with their gunboats and 
destroy it, that you had better organize a httle expedition by 
land. A single Regiment of Cavalry would do it, and it is only 
four hours’ ride. You have transportation enough in two days 
to get them to Plymouth. How would it do to send up the 
“Bombshell”.^ I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 

Yr. obdt. servt., B. F. Butlee, Maj. Gen. Commdg. 

From the Secretary of War 

Bt TEIJSGEA.PH /roOT Wasbsngton, Mareh 21, 1864 

To Maj. Gen. B. F. Butlee 

The Secretary of War directs that the Russian sailor men- 
tioned in your telegram be sent without delay to Washing- 
ton, to be turned over to the Military Governor by whom he 
will be delivered to the Russian Mmister. 

Ed. R. S. Canbt, Brig. Genl. & A. A. G. 

From General Butler 

Col. J. C. Bakee, Washington, D.C. 

Is there any more of the 1st District of Columbia Cavalry 
in Washington ready to come here.'* Where are the remainder 

of the Cavalry.!* Benj. F. Butlee, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 

From General Wistar to General Butler 
Major-General Butlee 

My infantry returned last night. I am about starting for 
Fort Magruder, whence will leave at 6 this evening if the 
snow keeps off. By calling in all interior pickets can only 
raise about 800 available cavalry sufficiently well mounted 

for a long march. j j Wistae, Brigadier-General 

Ofi&cial Records, Series 1, Vol. 83, Page 717. 
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From General Butler 

Norfolk, Va., March Stind, 1864 

My deab Niece: Your last letter came duly to hand much 
to my gratification. I was glad to learn by it that though 
you are so pressed by family cares, yoxu’ health and spirits are 
so well preserved. 

Your Aunt continues to improve a little every day, but the 
hope of ever seeing her again in health has almost faded from 
me. The children are well excepting little Ella. She has 
just had a severe attack of measles, and is now in a fair way 
to recover. We were a good deal alarmed at first, supposing 
it to be small-pox, as there is some of it about Norfolk. Mrs. 
Harris died last Thursday night of pneumonia. She was sick 
only five days, and was not supposed to be in very much 
danger until within an hour or two of her death. 

All send love, and beg you to remember how anxiously we 
look for your letters to tell us about our dear friends. 

Your affectionate Uncle, Jambs Ap. Jones ^ 

From General Butler 

Norfolk, Va., March ‘i%nd, 1864 

My deab Rowley: Since I received your last I have seen 
your brother Charles, and am desired by him to tell you of 
his anxiety to see you again. His age and infirmities are fast 
wearing him away, and his sorrow at the long separation 
from his old friends and his family sensibly affects his health. 

You would hardly recognize him he has grown so old. His 
oldest boy Tom is in the Yankee Army, much to the indigna- 
tion of his father. 

Tazwell Taylor has left Norfolk, and gone to live in Balti- 
more, and I hear that Rev. Mr. Wingfield, who was set to 
work on the streets by Wild, but who has now taken the oath, 
is soon going to Baltimore to live. 

Do you ever hear of my niece in Richmond? She writes 

^ The foregoing letter is wlaat Miss Van Lieu read on opening the envelope. "When 
she applied acid and heat, Gen. Butler's real message was as follows: 

“My dear friend Cashmeyer: I want to see you as soon as possible at New Kent 
Court House on business of life-long importance to you and your family. If you will 
not or cannot meet me there, please name a place and set a time you will meet me. 
You must be sure and name place that will not endanger my own personal liberty. 
Rest assured I have news of vast importance for you and your family. 

Yours entirely, B. Wardwell 

Of course you will copy this letter for the party to whom it is addressed. 
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me occasionally, but is so engrossed in matters of family 
interest that I rarely hear of the fate of old friends. 

Give my regards to your wife and all the family. Send any 
letters for your brother to my care and I will see that he gets 

Very truly your friend, James Ap. Jones ' 


From General Butler 

Head QmHers, Dept, of V a. & N. C., Fort Monroe, March iUnd, 1864 

Brig. Gen. Graham, Commanding Naval Brigade 
General: I desire to send a man up the James River to 
be landed above the Chickahominy, or up the Chickahominy 
as soon as possible. 

I wish you would take such means as suggest themselves 
to you to land him so that he shall not be seen by the enemies* 
pickets. I have the honor to be, Very Respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, Benj. F. Butler 


P.S. The man will be pointed out to you by the bearer of 
this note. g Butler, Major General Commanding 


From General Butler 

Headquarters, Department Va, and N, C., Fort Monroe, Mar. %9tnd, 1864 

His Excellency John A. Andrew, Governor of 

Massachusetts 

I TAKE leave to enclose to your Excellency for yom infor- 
mation the statement of Capt. Herbert, which I know may be 
relied upon as truthfid and ingenuous, in relation to Maj. 
Whittimore’s feehngs and opinions upon the subject of negro 
troops. Were he in my Department and proved to have 
made such utterances I should order him dismissed from the 
service, subject to the approval of the President, for I know 
Maj. Whittimore and have officers in my Department immeas- 

^ The foregoing letter is what was read on opening the envelope. When acid and 
heat were applied, Gen. Butler’s real message was as follows: 

My dear Sir: The bearer has fifty thousand (50,000) dollars for you, good Con- 
federate money. Please see our friends and have in working order at once. Employ 
none only those you know to be faithful, brave, and true. We wish to have your 
men do precisely what we wished and talked about having done before we left. . Say 
to them if we succeed we shall be able and fully prepared to remunerate them for 
their services rendered. 

As soon as possible we shall give you further orders. 

Respectfully yours, Jambs Ap. Jones 

P.S. Please give the bearer a receipt for the amount of money received. 
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urably his superior in every particular that makes a man a 
gentleman or a soldier, even taking Major Whittimore at his 
own estimate of himself. 

Your Excellency is at liberty to use this information in any 
way you choose, and if your desire is to know more of Capt. 
Herbert, Maj. Burt will be able to give you the desired infor- 
mation. I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 

Yr. Obdt. Servt, B. F. Butleh, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 


Enclosure referred to in Foregoing Letter 

Fohtbess Moneoe, Va., March iivd, 1864 

General: I was a passenger on board the U. S. transport 
“Mississippi” on her last voyage from New Orleans, La., to 
New York City. The SOth Mass. Vols., Major E. 0. Whitti- 
more Commanding, having re-enlisted as veterans, were 
coming home on 30 days furlough, and also on board. 

I was astonished to hear Maj. W. say that he would not 
obey the command of an officer of a negro regiment who by 
date of Co mmi ssion or otherwise might r ank him; he would 
resign first. That no man who would accept the commission 
in a negro regiment was his superior, and therefore that any 
man who does accept such position was unfit to command 
iim. He said that no man now commanding negro troops 
was his equal as a soldier, and I am not sure that he did not 
add “or otherwise.” I asked him if he had ever seen the 
officers of the 54th Mass. Vols., especially the late Col. Shaw. 
He replied in a sneering manner that he knew Col. Shaw, that 
he was no soldier, and, when aKve occupied an unenviable 
social position. 

He said the law is and ought to be that officers commanding 
negro troops take rank next after officers of like grade com- 
manding white troops, irrespective of date of commissions 
— urging as a reason his former statement that only inferior 
men, ambitious for commands, and unable to procure white 
men, would command and lead only negro troops. These 
are specimens of very much that he said during an hour or 
two that we were discussing the subject. He said, however, 
that he was “in favor of negro troops.” 

At Key West, some colored troops came on board our 
vessel with transportation (steerage passage) furnished by the 
U. S. Quartermaster at that place. The purser said that by 
order of the Q. M. they were entitled to such berths between 
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decks as were provided for private soldiers. But Maj. W., 
being tbe ra nkin g officer and so in command of the ship, 
compelled them to lie out on deck — their arms, accoutre- 
ments, &c., exposed to the weather, when there were plenty of 
berths below and unoccupied, as the Major was informed by 
the Purser at the time; and this when the negroes, approach- 
ing a Northern climate in the winter, needed the best protec- 
tion, and when the line officers of the Major’s Regt. told me 
the negroes were then neater and more orderly soldiers than 
their own. 

Major W. told me he expected to be made Lt. Col. of the 
Regt. before it returns to the field. 

Now he is my personal friend for aught I know, I certainly 
am his — but it has occurred to me that men of his opinions 
about negro troops ought not to be sent up higher just at this 
time. Such men certainly misrepresent Massachusetts. I 
am of the opinion that if these facts reach Gov. Andrew the 
promotion will not be made. 

During my intercourse with them I learned that the line 
officer preferred that one Capt. Wells, whom I never saw and 
do not know, should be promoted over him. Capt. S. Ken- 
nedy, conamanding steamship “Mississippi,” and Jno. Bogart, 
Esq., father of Major Bogart (162 N. Y. Vols.), who fell at 
Port Hudson, and some other officers heard the discussions 
alluded to. 

You are at liberty to make any use you choose of this state- 
ment, and it can be verified by several gentlemen if necessary. 
I have the honor to be very respectfully. 

Your most obedient servant, J. K. Heebeet, 

Capt. and A.A.G. 


From General Butler 

Headquarters f Dept. Va. and N. C., Fort Monroe, March iind, 1864 

Brig. General G. Maeston, Commdg. at Point Lookout 
General: You will turn over to Act. Rear Admiral S. P. 
Lee, taking the receipt of his officer therefor, all prisoners of 
war who have enlisted or desire to enlist in the Navy up to the 
time of the execution of this order. 

B. F. Butler, Major General Commanding 
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From General Butler 

Headquarters, Department Va. and N. C., Foet Moneoe, March StStud, 1864 

J. M. Dkillen, Norfolk, Va. 

Sir: I have read your letter stating your case. It seems 
that your f amil y and property were in Norfolk at the time of 
the evacuation, and that you neglected all other business, as 
you say, to carry your family to Richmond, and have lived 
there ever since, and have now come back and claim your 
property in Norfolk. You complain that you have had to 
wait four weeks. Having had to wait nearly two years in 
Richmond you can afford to wait two weeks in Norfolk. I 
shall have to leave your case to the action of the Federal Courts. 
I do not see that yours is a case which needs or calls for the 
iuterposition of the Mihtary Authorities. I have the honor 
to be, very respectfully, 

Fr. obit, servt, B. F. Butler, 

Maj. Gen. Commanding 

From General Butler 

Headquarters, Department Va. and N. C., March, iind, 1864 

Hon. John F. Dent, Annapolis, Md. 

Sir: Your communication enclosing letters from your toife 
and daughter, as to the taking away of your slaves, was re- 
ceived, and an examination made into the matter, the papers 
of which I herewith forward to you. 

From them it will appear. First, that no party, male or 
female, was taken away from your place against their will. 
Second, that negroes were enlisted in the United States ser- 
vice, and their families allowed to come with them. For one, 
I could not consent to take the husband and father to fight 
for the United States and leave his wife and child in slavery, 
and whenever the Government requires that of me, they will 
have to get some other gentleman to do that business. Be- 
sides, it would be manifestly unjust to you to take away the 
valuable servants for the benefit of the United States, and to 
leave you to support their women and children, and therefore 
I have ordered in every case where the wife and children choose 
to come with the husband and father when he enlists, that 
they should be received, ^nd taken care of at the expense of 
the United States. 

We pay no state aid, or bounties, for the enlistment of these 
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men, and it would seem to be just that the pittance which is 
required for the support of their families should be given them, 
and that while in om ranks the soldier should at least know 
where his family is, and that it is safe within the protection of 
that Government under whose flag he is enrolled. 

Again, it will appear that my recruiting officer did not 
refuse to give his name. If he had done so, it would have 
been directly in disobedience to the most positive orders. 

I can easily understand and sympathize with the trouble 
and discomfort the loss of servants occasions in a household, 
especially under such a system of labor as has been heretofore 
enforced in Maryland. But you, as a loyal man, will feel the 
necessity of submitting to that, as aU of us have to submit 
to many discomforts, aimoyances, grievances, and troubles, 
because of this unhappy War. I have the honor to be. Very 

respectfully, sewt, B. F. Butleb, 

Maj, Gen. Commanding 


From General Butler 


March 22, 1864 

To the Peesident of the U. S. 

Chas. Crumpton took his money as a substitute in the 10th 
New Hampshire Volunteers, procured a Rebel uniform, put 
it on and attempted to desert and pass himself off as a Rebel 
deserter. He has been tried and found guilty upon satisfac- 
tory evidence, and sentenced to be executed. I think an 
example is needed, and have approved the sentence and shall 
carry it into effect unless you suspend it. 

Benj. F. Butler, Maj. Genl. Comdg. 


From General Butler 

Headquarters , Dept . Va . and N . €., Fort Monboe, March iStnd , 1864 

Brig. Gen. Maeston, Commdg. Point Lookout 

General; You have complained to me that the New Hamp- 
shire recruits desert. Two deserted the other day in a boat, 
in open day, with three rebel prisoners with them. 

This paper is one of a series of recommendations that I have 
had from you, desiring that deserters should be returned to 
their regiments without trial. 

I have never received a Court Martial sentence of a deserter 
or any other criminal from your command since it has belonged 
to this Department. I can’t account for it, knowing what 
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I do, unless upon the supposition that no oflPences are com- 
mitted by the men in your command. A little more pxmish- 
ment and a Httle less leniency I think will be of advantage. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 

Yr. obit, sent, B. F. Butlee, Maj. Gen. Commdg. 

From General Butler 

March 22, 1864 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, Sec. of War, Washington, D.C. 

The question is put to me whether the remainder of the 
bounty yet unpaid to recruits in the Army who shall be trans- 
ferred to the Navy will be paid them according to the terms 
of their enlistment, to be deducted out of their prize money, 
should there be any. 

The men make a great dfficulty in asking for the transfer, 
because they understand their bounty is to be stopped. Please 

advise by telegraph, p Butlee, Maj. Gerd. Comdg. 

From E. D. Townsend 

By Teleghaph /rom Washington, Mar. 22, 1864 

To Maj. Gen. Butlee, Comdg. 

The Department has been advised by the Hon. Secretary 
of the Navy that you have three hundred marines in one 
regiment ready to be transferred to the navy. This is author- 
ity to make the transfer under the provisions of General 
Orders ninety one (91), current series, from this office. 

E. D. Townsend, A.A.G. 


Head Qrs. Dept Va. & N. C. March 9t>%nd, 1864 

Endorsed: Respectfully referred to Capt. Martin. 

By command of Maj. Gen. Butler 

R. C. Claek, Capt & A.D.C. 

From General Butler 

March 22, 1864 

Hon. S. P. Chase, Sec’y of Treasury 
On the first of April the Confederate money which you 
have got, by the act of the Confederate Congress becomes 
worthless. Had you not better send it to me and let me for- 
ward it to our prisoners in Richmond. Even if the Con- 
federates should seize it, it would be worth no more to them 
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than it is now, in our vaults. There is necessity for prompt 
action in the matter, as the first of April approaches. 

Benj. F. Btttler, Maj. Genl. Comdg. 

From the Secretary of the Treasury 

By Telegraph from Washington, Mat , 22, 1864 

To Maj. Genl. Butler 

The Secy, of War disapproves any use of Confederate Money 
but I will again submit the matter to him. 

S. P. Chase 


From General Butler 

Washington, D.C., March Hud, 1864 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, Sec. of War, Washington, D.C. 

I THINK Lewis, your assistant keeper of the Capitol prison, 
is not too trustworthy. He has brought down two Secesh 
women. Miss Frances Levy and Miss Lizzie Bilgood, who 
have run through our lines, and after having turned them over 
to the Provost Marshal, he was very anxious to have farewell 
interviews with them on the ground that they were here alone 
and among strangers. This of course I have refused, against 
his earnest entreaties. Ajs I desire everything suspicious to 
be reported to me by my subordinates, I send this for your 
ioformation. 3 p ^ 


From General Butler 

Head Quarters, Dept, of Virginia & N. C. Fort Monroe, Va., Mar. 23, 1864 

Hon. E. M. Stanton 

In default of the telegraph I have the honor to forward by 
the Flag of Truce boat via Annapolis the report that I have 
received sixty three (63) Officers & 965 men, paroled for 
exchange. This number is in excess of the number last sent 
up, and nearly equalizes the whole number between us. I 
have got the matter of exchange to such a point that I think 
we may go through upon a proper basis. I have therefore 
proposed to the Rebel Commissioner Ould to have him meet 
me, which he intends to do on the first day of next week, at 
Fortress Monroe. We have not received Col. Dahlgren’s 
body, for reasons which I believe are not within the control 
of the Confederate officers. I trust at least matters are so 
far arranged that if we do not go on with the exchange upon 
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an honorable and equitable basis, we shall be in a condition 
to work such proper and thorough retaliation as will bring 
these rebels to their senses. Therefore I desire that the most 
active measures be taken to transport all the prisoners we can 
to Point Lookout. I will be ready to receive at Baltimore 
these prisoners as fast as they can be put there. Because, if 
we are successful as I believe we may be, I wish to have the 
whole exchange business finished in the course of a few weeks, 
so as to be put out of the way of the Spring campaign. I 
have marked this letter Confidential because I am anxious 
that no portion of the terms of exchange, or even my meet- 
ing with the Commissioner, gets in the newspapers before my 
arrangements are perfected. I have the honor to be, Very 

B. F. Butler 


From General Butler 

Eeadquartm, Dejiartment Va, and N, C., Foet MoimoE, March 1864 

Edwakd Daniels, Esq. 

I TAKE sad pleasure in answering your note in regard to the 
late Col. Sydney Bean, of the 4th Wis. Vols. Accident brought 
me more nearly to Col. Bean than usually happens to a De- 
partment Commander with a Col. in the field. Energetic, 
fearlessly brave, efficient as a soldier and warm as a friend, 
I doubt if there was an officer in my command who received 
more of the respect and retained more of the affection of his 
fellow-soldiers than did Col. Bean. 

Nothing now is left to us but to mourn his glorious though 
untimely fate, one of the thousands who have fallen in this 
war, a sacrifice for his country’s good, an honor to the name of 
the American Soldier. 

We can only console ourselves with the hope and trust that 
the Government sustained by the sacrifice of such lives is 
destined with the blessings of Providence to mankind, to secure 
the rights of civil and religious liberty to the oppressed of all 
nations. 

For your kind expressions of personal regard please accept 
my thanks and believe me, 

Sincerely yours, B. F. Butlek, Maj. Gen. Commdg. 
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From General Butler 

Head Quarters Dept, of Va. <& N. Fort Monroe, March iSrd, 1864 

Brig. Gen. Wistae 

Geneeal: I am sorry to learn that there is still disagree- 
ment in point of action between yourself and the Superintend- 
ent of Negro Affairs in your district. 

Please understand the exact position of this matter. It is 
not having two Generals in one District, as you have phrased 
it. It is that the affairs of helpless, dependent negroes are 
turned over to a person who is made responsible for their 
administration. 

All the abandoned farms and houses, and those occupied 
by tenants left therein by Rebels, are to be used for their 
benefit, and are to be under the charge of this officer, who is 
directly responsible to the Quarter Master’s Department and 
myself. Now, the subject need give you no trouble, and if 
there is any cause for complaint of the Superintendent report 
him to me. 

I have detailed one of my staff to make all proper investi- 
gations into the class of affairs, and will try to administer them 
satisfactorily. 

I know the belief you have in my sincere respect for you 
as a man and soldier will cause you to receive this as it is given, 
as well meant advice, and directed against getting yourself 
mixed up in a class of questions which can alone be m the way 
of your honorable advancement, by causing your acts and 
instructions to be misinterpreted. 

Very Respectfully, Benj. F. Butlee 

From General Butler 

headquarters f Department V a. and N. C., Fort Monroe, Mar. %Srd, 1864 

Hon. Wm. Sewaed 

Refeeeing to a conversation had in your office with refer- 
ence to a report of Mr. Mallory, supposed Secretary of the 
Navy of the Confederate States, I forward you the Sentinel 
of March 18th, in which it is claimed that it is a forgery from 
their State Depts. although it will be observed from the edi- 
torial that the genuine report never had been published, unless 
this is it. I have the honor to be. 

Your obit, servt, B. F. Butlee, Maj. Gen. Commdg. 
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From Fisher A. Hildreth to General Butler 

Lowell, March 1864 

Deab Butlee: Capt. Barlow will probably be at Fortress 
Monroe with the “Relief” the last of this or first of next 
week. He will tell you exactly what she is, & I believe she 
will prove in every respect as good as any propeller of her 
size. I know she will unless she fails in speed, which I do 
not expect. I shall be disappointed if she does not prove a 
sure eight knot boat. She will go anywhere inside or outside 
where her draft of water will allow. She will tow, if neces- 
sary. She can carry five hundred troops, I think — has an 
awning, & seems to me to be just the boat you want for uni- 
versal use. 

I suppose Sarah read to you my letter about George’s will. 
Mrs. George claims an absolute title to all the property, real 
& personal, independent of all legacies, unless she dies within 
a year of his death. John H. claims that it is only a life estate 
(she) will hold. I think her claim is most in accordance with 
the language of the will, even as to the legacies, & it seems to 
me the will cannot be reconciled at all with the idea that she 
takes only a life estate. 

Night before last, for the first time in my life, I saw & heard 
Wendell Phillips. He excoriated Banks, opposes Lincoln for 
his imbecility, for being an honest incompetent, goes for you 
& Fremont, but pretty much all for you. For instance, he 
illustrated Lincoln in contrast to you — “ Lincoln drifts, 
Butler steers; pilots don’t drift, they steer. Five years ago 
I thought Lincoln a better man than Butler, but when this 
war broke out, Butler’s New England mind burst the trammels 
of party, & comprehended this whole great question. To 
meet it, Lincoln, born in the South & for thirty years living 
in the South, had his Southern prejudices & feelings, & wants 
to treat the Southerners kindly & tenderly, & issues his am- 
nesty proclamations for the white oligarchists, & says to the 
negro, ‘Haven’t I done a great deal for you?’ Oh, yes; & so 
he drifts along with amnesty & emancipation proclamations. 
Butler sees a man drowning, seizes him by the hair of the head 
& places him high and dry on land; Lincoln takes hold of 
him, carries him to low water mark, lays him down in the mud 
& surf, & says to him, ‘There, I have done a great deal for 
you, struggle for the next twenty years; I hope you will get 
ashore.’” He is clearly for you against all competitors, but 
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would support Fremont — is bitter against Banks, & con- 
siders Lincoln whoUy unfit for want of capacity. 

Fisheb 

If you cannot use tbe “Relief” I will come to Fortress 
Monroe & perhaps freight her to New York, 


From T. M. Vincent, A.A.G. 

By Telegraph from Washington, Mar, 24, 1864 

To Maj. Gen. Butler 

Authority will be sent first mail authorizing you to recruit 
at Point Lookout, answer to your letter of twentieth (20th) 

Thomas M. Vincent, A.A.O. 

From ParTce Godwin to General Butler 

Private. Office of the Evening Post, 41 Nassau Street, Cor, Liberty, 

New York, March %5th 1864 

My dear General: I have an excellent boy with me, — 
a contraband, — who insists that open letters are sent freely 
into Secession, via the [Mail Boats ?], as he asks me to forward 
the enclosed to you. If there be any proper channel open, will 
you do us the favor of forwarding it.'* If not, please destroy 
it. I regret very much that illness did not allow me to call 
upon you during your late brief visit to this city. There are 
many things to be said just now. Never was there a grander 
opening for a statesman than the closing up of this war or the 
reconstruction of the political nation. Our men at Washing- 
ton do not seem equal to the occasion. 

Yours truly, Parke Godwin 

P.S. I send 25 cents to cover possible postage. 


From McMurdy to Mrs. Butler 

Wash. City, D.C., March 25, 1864 

Dear Madam: I send you a slip from the Morning Chron- 
icle of March 23, which you may not have seen. I explain 
it thus. 

Gen. B. is more dreaded as a Presidential candidate than 
any one spoken of, I do not think that the President is on 
this account disposed to underrate or circumscribe the Gen. 
so much as portions of his Cabinet. The uneasy spirit is the 
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Sec. of War. He to my knowledge Has been always depreciat- 
ing where he might venture. 

The Pres, to a very particular friend of mine a week or ten 
days ago spoke of Gen. B. in connection with the Presidency, 
showing his fears, and wishing that friend evidently to sound 
me. I told that Congressional friend that Gen. B. was no 
aspirant for the Presidency, that he was intent unselfishly on 
one great object, the utter suppression of the rebellion and its 
main cause, that he and his good lady were devoting them- 
selves to this one work, that he was not in the President’s 
way, that the President ought to be his friend, and that Gen. 
B. ought to have a larger command and field for his talents, 
etc., that he ought to seek Gen. Butler’s support, etc., etc. 
I have found it a difficult matter to prevent some unwise 
spirits from presenting the Gen.’s name, and thus injuring 
him and the cause. Patient waiting is no loss in this case. 

Mr. Lincoln and Mr. Forney, understanding our position, 
can be made still farther to do good work for true men. I 


trust I am understood. 


Yrs. Res., (McMuedt) 


From the Secretary of State 

Department of State, Washington, iStk March 1864 

To Major General, B. F. Butler, Fortress Monroe 
General: I have received and thank you for your commu- 
nication of the 23d instant on the subject of Mr. Mallory’s 
supposed report. I am, 

Your very obedient servant, William H. Seward 


From George C. Tyler 

Collector's Office, Uh District of Virginia, Onancook, Accomack Co., March 25, 1864 

Major Genl. B. F. Butler, Md. Qrs. Ft. Monroe 
Sir: We have seen an order from your department requir- 
ing the churches in Norfolk & Portsmouth to be occupied only 
by ministers of known loyalty to the Government. We ap- 
prove such order very much, and would like to have the same 
obtained in the Counties of Accomack and Northampton, 
Va. We do not think the military generally are good judges 
in spiritual affairs, or that they should undertake to control 
the churches under ordinary circumstances, but when the 
ministry have prostituted their caUing to purposes of dis- 
loyalty, and have turned the house of God into a conventicle 
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of treason, we do suppose the Military may properly inter- 
fere, especially where the nation is in a serious throe for her 
existence. 

Ordinarily we have had in this region Protestant Episcopals, 
Presbyterians, Baptists, and Methodist Episcopals, but at 
this time we have no Presbyterian Minister on the E. S. Va. 
The Protestant Episcopals have one minister in each County, 
and, so far as we are advised, they are both prudent in their 
conduct, and zealous for the Spiritual welfare of their flocks. 
The Baptists have several churches and more ministers who 
are, with one exception, raging secessionists, busy-bodies 
going from place to place, and supplying and propagating all 
kinds of sermons adverse to our country’s cause. We have 
three or four of these “men of God” in and around this village 
who have all swallowed the oath imder number 49. One of 
them has charge of a female college, where we think more 
mischief has been concocted in the way of blockade running, 
and general and special disloyalty, than in any other place of 
equal dimensions within our region. 

The Methodist Episcopals we are more familiar with, and 
would like to draw your attention more particularly to them. 
From 1787 to 1844 the Methodists of the entire peninsula were 
under control of the Philadelphia Conference, and no ministry 
gave more satisfaction to their people than these up to that 
time, — then came the division of the church and the inaugu- 
ration of the M. E. Church S. Nearly all in Accomack stood 
firm in their adhesion to Phila. Conference, and so did a part 
of Northampton, but politicians took side with the church S., 
and stimulated the ignorant rabble to acts of violence. In 
Northampton the war began by the assembling of rioters at a 
place called Salem’s, and dragging from the pulpit the Rev. 
M. Gray of the Philadelphia Conference, and so from place 
to place they were driven, till all “the abolitionists,” as they 
were styled, had been banished from the Co., and the places 
filled by “good Southerners.” The same wild spirit of per- 
secution followed us in Accomack, but it was more success- 
fully met here, and the church organization was preserved, 
though several churches were violently wrested from us. 
And so we continued to keep them at bay till 1860, when party 
spirit rose so high that it was positively dangerous to receive 
a minister from the Conference of our choice. We then for 
the present assumed a middle attitude, and obtained a min- 
ister from Baltimore, but he proved to be a rank Secessionist, 

VOL. m — 37 
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and from his poKtical conduct brought us into many troubles. 
Now we are comparatively a small party, but we have thought 
best to renew our allegiance to the old Conference, and they 
have appointed us a minister whom we expect in a few days. 
We are assured the minister to come is of unquestionable 
loyalty, though no politician, and doubtless he will be very 
acceptable to us, and unacceptable to all those who require a 
partisan preacher. Of course so long as Secession preachers 
are allowed to occupy churches of any denomination, ours 
will have but small congregations. We think if they were 
not so allowed, a great opportunity to mislead the ignorant 
and keep up the strife would be taken away, and the people 
would have time to reflect more for themselves, and thus a 
great step would be taken towards restoring the church to her 
proper status, and benefiting the State at the same time. 

We have taken the liberty, sir, to make those hurried 
suggestions, hoping you will not deem it improper meddling, 
and trusting the object indicated may agree with your own 
sense of propriety. We would have preferred a personal inter- 
view in this relation, but have not at present an opportunity. 
Very Respectfully, 

Geo. C. Tylee, Collr. Int. Rev. 4 Rist. Va. 


From John K. Hackett, Esquire, to General Butler 

Law Department, Office of Counsel to the Corporation, New York, March 1864 

Deab Sie: By mail I have received from William P. Web- 
ster the last will and testament of your deceased brother, 
Andrew J., with the request that I should take the necessary 
steps to have the same proved and letters testamentary granted 
to you. Under the ruling of our Surrogate, the person pro- 
posing the will must make oath to the petition. I enclose 
the petition to you to have some material statement added, 
and then to be subscribed and sworn to by you before a com- 
missioner of deeds for the State of New York at Norfolk. 
The material statements referred to are the date of your 
brother’s decease, and the probable amount of the estate. 

You will please subscribe the petition, and also the jurat, where 
I have traced your name in pencil, and then enclose to me. 

The will will be admitted to Probate about six weeks after 
the filing of your petition, and the issuance of the petition. 
Awaiting your reply, I am, 

Verif resfeotfvUy yours, John K. Hacketi 
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From General Butler 

Foet Moneoe, March 315^, 1864 [Not in chronological order] 

John K. Hackett, Esq., Atty. & Counsel, New York 

Mt Dear Hackett: I forward the petition sworn to in the 
best manner I can. There is no Commissioner either in Nor- 
folk or at this point to take oaths, therefore the affidavit has 
been made before the Judge Advocate. If this is not suffi- 
cient, please let me know what will be. 

Very truly Yours, Benj. F. Butler 

General Butler’s Accounting as Executor of A. J. Butler 

SURROGATE’S COURT, COUNTY OF NEW YORK 

Account of Peoceedings. In the matter of the accounting of Benjamin F. Butler 
as the Executor of the last Will and Testament of Andrew J. Butler, deceased. 

To THE Surrogate of the County of New York 

I, Benjamin F. Butler of Lowell, in the State of Massa- 
chusetts, do render the following accoimt of my proceedings 
as Executor of Andrew J. Butler, deceased, for final settlement 
and allowance: 

On the fourteenth day of November, 1864, letters testamen- 
tary of the last Will and Testament of Andrew J. Butler, late 
of the City of New York deceased, were issued to me. On 
the twenty-third day of August, 1865, I caused an inventory 
of the personal estate of the deceased to be filed in this office, 
which personal estate therein sets forth amounts by appraise- 
ment by the appraiser duly appointed to seventy-six thousand 
three hundred and ninety-one dollars and four cents 
($76,391.04). 

Schedule A, hereto annexed, contains a statement of all 
the property contained in said inventory, sold by me at public 
or private sale, with the price and manner of sale, which sales 
were fairly made by me at the best prices that could then be 
had with due diligence, as I then believed. It also contains 
a statement of all the debts due the said estate and mentioned 
in the said inventory, which have been collected, and also of 
all interest for moneys received by me for which I am legally 
accountable. 

Schedule B, hereto annexed, contains a statement of all 
debts in said inventory mentioned, not collected or collectable 
by me, together with the reasons why the same have not been 
collected, and are not collectable, and also a statement of the 
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articles of personal property mentioned in said inventory 
unsold, and tlie reasons of the same being unsold, and their 
appraised value; and also a statement of all property men- 
tioned therein lost by accident, without any wilful default or 
negligence, the cause of its loss and appraised value. No 
other assets than those in said inventory, or herein set forth, 
have come to my possession or knowledge, and all the increase 
or decrease in the value of any assets of said deceased is al- 
lowed or charged in said Schedules A and B. 

Schedule C, hereto annexed, contains a statement of all 
moneys paid by me for funeral and other necessary expenses 
for said estate, together with the reasons and object of such 
expenditure. 

On or about the twenty-fourth day of May, 1865, I caused 
a notice for claimants to present their claims against the said 
estate to me within the period fixed by law, and at a certain 
place therein specified, to be published in two newspapers 
according to law, for six months, pursuant to an order of the 
Surrogate of the County of New York; to which order, notice 
and due proof of publication on file at Surrogates office, I 
refer as part of this account. 

Schedule D, hereto annexed, contains a statement of all 
the claims of creditors presented to and allowed by me, or 
disputed by me, and for which a judgment or decree has been 
rendered against me, together with the names of the claimants, 
the general nature of the claim, its amount and the time of 
the rendition of the judgment; it also contains a statement of 
all moneys paid by me to the creditors of the deceased, and 
their names and the time of such payment. 

Schedule E, hereto annexed, contains a statement of all 
moneys paid to the legatees, widow or next of kin of the 
deceased. 

Schedule F, hereto annexed, contains the names of all per- 
sons entitled, as widow legatee or next of kin of the deceased, 
to a share of his estate, with their places of residence, degree 
of relationship, and a statement of which of them are minors, 
and whether they have any generaf guardian, and if so, their 
names and places of residence, to the best of my knowledge, 
information, and belief. 

Schedule G, hereto annexed, contains a statement of all 
other facts affecting my administration of said estate, my 
rights, and those of others interested therein. I charge myself 



LETTERS OP GEN. BENJAMIN P. BUTLER 581 


Amount of inventory (as per appraisement) 
Amount of increase as sliown by Exhibit “A^* 


1 credit myself 

Error in footings of appraisements of inventory 
Amount of loss on sales $50 

As per Schedule B 

Amount of debts not collected as per ditto $33,036.32 
Amount of Schedule C 1426.66 

Amount of Schedule D 5956.61 

Amount 5f Schedule E 

40469.59 

Leaving a balance of $35,921.45 

to be distributed to those entitled thereto, subject to the de- 
ductions of the amount of my commissions and the expenses 
of this accounting. The said schedules which are severally 
signed by me are part of this account. 

SUREOGATE’S COURT, COUNTY OP NEW YORK 

In the Matter of the Accounting of Benjamin E. Butler as the Executor of the 
Last Will and Testament of Andrew J. Butler, deceased. 

City and CotrNTT op New York ss 
I, Benjamin F. Butler of Lowell, in the State of Massa- 
chusetts, being duly sworn, say that the charges made in the 
foregoing account of proceediugs and schedules annexed for 
moneys paid by me to creditors, legatees, and next of kin, 
and for necessary expenses, are correct; that I have been 
charged therein all the interest for moneys received by me and 
embraced in said account, for which I am legally accountable; 
that the moneys stated in said account as collected were all 
that were collectable, according to the best of my knowledge, 
information, and belief, on the debts stated in such account, 
at the time of the settlement thereof; that the allowances in 
said account for the decrease in the value of any assets, 
and the charges therein for the increase in such value, are 
correctly made, and that I do not know of any error in said 
account or anything omitted therefrom which may in any- 
wise prejudice the rights of any party interested in said 
estate. And deponent further saith that the sums under 
seventy dollars charged in the said account, for which no 
vouchers or other evidences of payment are produced, or for 
which I may not be able to produce vouchers or other evi- 


$76391.04 


$76391.04 
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deuces of payment, have actually been paid and disbursed by 
me a^d dwged. p 

Sworn this 13 day of August, 1866, Before me 
Andkew J. Tucker, Surrogate 

Editoe’s Note: Tlie schedules, on account of length, have been omitted, but 
can be found at the Surrogate’s Court, New York. 


From General Butler 

"Headquarters, Department Va. and N, C., Foet Moneoe, Mck. %6th, 1864 

Major General Pickett, Commanding Confederate Forces, 
Petersburg, Va. 

General: Your note to Gen. Palmer fell into my hands. 
I have found Watkins, and he confesses to the appropriation 
of the money, $550.00 Confederate Treasury Notes. He avers 
that he left the clothing in Petersburg. 

As the money was being sent by you to a United States 
officer, a prisoner of war, I take leave to return you the like 
amount. I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 

Yr. Obdt. Servt., B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Commdg. 

From General Butler 

March 25, 1864 

Capt. G. V. Fox, Asst. Secy, of the Navy, 

Washington, D.C. 

At Plymouth & on the Roanoke River I have sold for the 
benefit of the negroes the reeds on the banks for paper-making. 
The officers in command of the blockading fleet object to their 
taking it out by the way of Hatteras. The material is used 
for making paper. The cost of land transportation would 
destroy its value. Please give orders that it may be brought 
out by the way of Hatteras. 

Benj. F. Butler, Maj. Genl. Commdg. 

From the Secretary of War 

Br TELEGiura from WASEmsraTON, March 25, 1864 

Major Genl. B, F. Butler 

Din you receive from this Department copies of two papers 
addressed to me by Maj. General Hitchcock, one dated the 
12th of Feby., and the other March, in relation to the tele- 
gram you sent me some time ago in adverting on him with 
some severity? They were directed to be sent you, but not 
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hearing from you I fear that they have either miscarried or 
by some person in the Dept, have not been sent. If not re- 
ceived by you, I will forward copies. 

Edwin M. Stanton 


From the Secretary of War 

Bt TEUSGKiPH from Washin'gton, March 26 , 1864 

To Maj. Genl. Butler 

The papers referred to do not relate to the despatch 
marked Confidential, but to the one of the tenth (10) of Feb- 
ruary in reply to General Hitchcock’s letter. Copies will 

be forwarded. _ r, 

Edwin M. Stanton 


From General Butler 

March 26, 1864 

Col. Wm. Hoffman, Com. Gen. Prisoners, 

Washington, D.C. 

I HAVE answered, this is the fourth time, that Capt. Irving 

has been exchanged, t*. ^ , 

® Benj. F. Butler, Maj. Genl. Comdg. 

From General Butler 

March 26, 1864 

Brig. Gen’l. Slough, Com’d’g. at Alexandria, Va. 

I HAVE information from Richmond that the boarding 
house of a Mrs. Smith in your city is the depot of rebel spies 
and blockade runners. Please investigate. 

Benj. F. Butler, Maj. Genl. Comdg. 

From James Parton to General Butler 

New Yobk, 658 Broadway , March Z 6 th , 1864 

Mt dear General: I have had a correspondence with 
Reverdy Johnson, of which I ought, perhaps, to give you some 
account. 

He writes, asking my authority for the statements in the 
book concerning him. I replied — the Charleston papers, 
and the documents furnished by you. 

He writes again, saying that nearly everything in the book 
about him was wrong. He was not a member of the Charles- 
ton Convention, had never been in Charleston. He then 
launched into comments upon your despatch to Mr. Seward 
in the Fago case, in which you made a few feeble remarks upon 
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tlie consequences of Mr. Jolmson’s course in New Orleans. 
Those comments were such as you can imagine, and need not 
be repeated. 

I replied, regretting the Charleston mistake, and offering 
to do all in my power to correct it; but said that it would 
not become me to make any remarks upon points of difference 
between you and him, and that the only use I should make of 
his letter would be to correct my own mistakes (He had 
wound up his letter by saying I could make any use of it I 
pleased). 

I immediately wrote a correction for the Tribune, and sent 
down corrections to the printers. 

He replied that he was perfectly satisfied. The next day, 
he sent another note, calling my attention to a speech of his 
for the Union, delivered as early as January 1861. 

That is about the substance of it. 

I hear nothing from Col. Shaffer in reply to my last, asking 
about what sum he was willing to go in advertising the Ger- 
man book. 

You will not, of course, reply to this. I do not wish you to 
waste any of your valuable time upon me. I hope Mrs. Butler 
has received the finely bound copy of the book, done for her 
by the binders, and sent three weeks ago. 

Ever yours, very truly, James Parton 

From General Butler 

Head Quarters Dept, of Va. & N. C., Fort Monroe, 26 March, 1864 

Admiral S. P. Lee, Commanding N. A. B. Squadron 

Mt dear Admiral: I enclose for your information a letter 
just received. Would it not be well to send a gunboat as far 
up the James as Fort Powhatan, to draw the enemy’s fire and 
reconnoiter? I am. 

Very truly yours, Benj. F. Butler, 

Maj. General Commanding 

From General Butler 

Bead Quarters l%th Amy Corps, Department of Virginia Norik Carolina, 

Vonrmm Monbob, March 26, 1864 

Hon. Edwin M. Stanton, Secretary of War 

Sir: My attention has been called by my medical director 
to a letter from General Banks, now commanding the Depart- 
ment of the Gulf, in relation to the claim of James Syme, a 
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druggist of New Orleans, an alleged British subject, for prop- 
erty seized by the United States Government, a copy of which 
and the endorsement thereon I enclose for your information. 
With this letter, perhaps, I have nothing official to do save to 
order the medical director, as I have done, to forward the 
inventory asked for. 

But I do not think that I ought, as a faithful servant of the 
Government, to stand idly by and see the Government robbed 
of many thousand dollars, so large a sum indeed in the lan- 
guage of the letter of General Banks, “We have not in this 
Department (of the Gulf) money to answer it,” and not put 
the Government in possession of the facts known to myself, and 
on which the claim rests, and which in my judgment forever 
preclude James Syme from any claim before the Govern- 
ment be he citizen, British subject, or unrepenting or repent- 
ing rebel. Indeed, if this claim is allowed in the spirit in 
which it seems to be treated in the letter to which I am call- 
ing attention, it will amount to more than the hundred and 
fifty thousand dollars. 

The facts then are briefly these: James Syme has lived in 
this country many years, indeed since his earliest youth has 
carried on business in New Orleans, where he exercised all 
the rights of a citizen, and I am informed held city offices 
and voted, but of this I cannot speak save from information 
not thoroughly investigated. 

That if a foreign subject, he was a most bitter enemy to 
the country, was notorious at New Orleans, and on my land- 
ing there Syme refused to sell medicines for gold to my sol- 
diers, alleging that he would not seU to the Yankees. This 
fact was fully investigated and ascertained at the time. 

Afterwards, finding that a large business was being done in 
smuggling medicines and drugs to the Rebels, I caused an 
investigation to be made, which resulted in the seizure on board 
of the Government transport of barrels of hard bread, which 
were filled in the centre with large amounts, many thousands 
of dollars worth in the Confederacy, of quinine and morphia. 

These barrels of bread were to be sent up the river under 
passes as planters’ provisions, and then landed at proper 
points and sent to the rebel army then at camp there. Some 
forty or more rebels from the river tracing these barrels of 
bread, I found they came from Syme’s store, and had been 
packed there. 

I then caused Syme to be arrested, and examined the whole 
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matter of liis transactions personally, and in his presence took 
from these barrels and boxes quinine and morphia from amongst 
the bread, which, after hearing the witnesses examined in his 
presence, Syme confessed was sold by him for the purpose 
and with the knowledge it was to be sent through our lines 
to the Rebels. 

Upon examination of Syme’s books, there appeared to have 
been a long course of such dealing. During the examination of 
the parties in Syme’s store, (which is a very large wholesale 
druggist establishment,) who had charge of, packed the goods 
and sent away, it came out that large quantities of sulphur 
had been carried from thence. That for the purposes of con- 
veying the sulphur away secretly, it had been put in boxes 
which were put inside of larger boxes, and the vacant spaces 
stuffed with hay. 

This witness, a very intelligent and as it appeared truthful 
mulatto slave of Syme’s, stated this sulphur had been sent 
through the lines to be sent to Georgia to the powder works 
there, and told the schooner upon which it was put. Upon 
this information I examined one Henderson, a clerk for Syme, 
who admitted all these facts, and made a full confession of the 
nature of Syme’s business. Upon being confronted with this 
testimony, Syme confessed that the sulphur had been put up 
in his shop and sent away as alleged. 

Upon this evidence of Syme’s aiding and abetting the enemy 
and supplying them with munitions of war while living under 
the protection of the United States Flag, I ordered his stock of 
goods, as well the quinine and surgical instruments which he 
had refused to sell to the soldiers of the Union as the sulphur 
and morphia that he was suppl3dng to the enemy, to be seques- 
tered to the use of the Hospitals of the army for the benefit 
of the sick and wounded soldiers, to whom Syme had refused 
even to sell his medicines, while he was furnishing the enemy 
the materials for the ammunition with which they were hurt. 
And farther, that he be confined at hard labor for three years, 
or during the War. 

The facts being found from irrefragable evidence, as well as 
by Syme’s own confession, of the justice of that sentence I 
had no doubt, and although appeals were made to me in a 
variety of forms to allow Syme his liberty, they were always 
refused. I will do Mr. Coppell, the Acting Consul of her 
Britannic Majesty, the justice to say that while he promptly 
enough interposed his protection for Syme upon the claim 
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made that he was a British subject, yet, when the grounds of 
the decision against Syme were explained to him, he seemed to 
acquiesce in view of the enormity of his crimes, and rightly 
too, because, if Syme were entitled to British protection, he 
had so flagrantly violated the neutrality laws as to put him 
beyond its pale, and being a foreign subject he had no ties of 
nationahty or attachment to local institutions in which he 
had no part as to justify his treachery to the flag which pro- 
tected him, and the gross breach of the hospitality which shel- 
tered him. 

You will therefore judge of my surprise upon learning that 
an inquiry had been had after I left the Department of the 
Gulf, without notice to me, although the records of my ofBcial 
action, and the fact that I had personally examined the matter 
appeared upon the records of the Department, without a 
single witness who knew anything of the matter on behalf of 
the United States having been called, and a decision had, 
which brings a claim upon the Treasury of more than a hun- 
dred and fifty thousand dollars, so large in its unjust thrifti- 
ness that in the language of the Commanding General “there 
is not within the Department money enough to answer to it.” 
One would naturally have supposed that the Commanding 
General of that Department, having in other days when we 
were both at the city, more than once availed himself of my 
services in court to aid him in the trial of his cases, upon 
learning that I had officially investigated the facts in Syme’s 
case in person and adjudicated thereon, would have thought 
that I was quite as capable of coming to a correct decision 
upon the issue between the United States and James Syme as 
the subordinate officer he appointed upon the commission, 
who, I doubt not, would have had sufficient discrimination 
to have come to a right conclusion even without experience in 
such matters if they had had any evidence upon which to 
build. 

I have now done my duty in this matter in my endeavor to 
protect the Government of the United States against an 
enormous and wicked claim. I have laid the facts before the 
proper Departments of the Government. I have entered my 
protest respectfully, as I ought, and firmly as I must, against 
a worse than rebel traitor being paid from the taxes of the 
Loyal. The money he has confessed he made by selling 
munitions of war to the disloyal, and if he is so paid, then I 
shall have the proud satisfaction of reflecting that I have done 
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all that in me lay to prevent so great a wrong. I have the 
honor to be, very respectfully. 

Your obedient servant, 

Benj. F. Butlee, Maj..Gen. Comd’g. 


{Letter referred to in foregoing] 

From General Banks 

Headquarters, Department of Gulf, New Orleans, March 7th, 1864 

[Not in chronological order] 

Brig. General E. M. Canby, Asst. Adjt. Gen., Washington D.C. 

General: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of Feb. 24th, enclosing a copy of a despatch from 
Lord Lyons to the Secretary of State, and also a copy of a 
letter from Dr. James Syme to Lord Lyons in reference to the 
seizure of his property at New Orleans, with instructions from 
the Secretary of War, “that prompt measures be taken for the 
relief of Dr. Syme, the rent of the building to be paid for 
the assumed, and such of the property as has been converted 
to the use of the Government paid for.” 

A very thorough investigation of this case was made, a 
report of which was transmitted to the Government at Wash- 
ington. The conclusion of the Commission, which I believe 
competent to decide upon the case, was in favor of the inno- 
cence of Dr. Syme of any charges against him, but the amount 
of property of which he was deprived was very large. We have 
not in this Department the means to answer it, nor the evidence 
to justify the payment of his claim. The inventory or stock 
book of Dr. Syme, which showed the amount of stock on hand 
in the store up to the first of August, 1862, which is said to 
have been delivered to Dr. McCormack, Medical Director of 
this Department at that time, is not to be found. 

We have no other evidence upon which the claim of Dr. 
Syme can be verified, and I transmitted the report of the 
Commission to Washington in order that it might be deter- 
mined there what amount should be paid to him. 

In regard to the other points of instruction, I have the honor 
to say, that I have this day instructed the Quartermaster to 
notify the landlord of the premises leased by Dr. Syme, that 
the Government would be responsible for lie rent from the 
time of his dispossession up to the period of his re-occupation, 
and that he would not be allowed to cancel the lease held by 
Dr, Syme on account of the occupation of the premises by the 
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Governinent of the United States. I had also instructed the 
Quartermaster to deliver the premises to Dr. Syme whenever 
he shall claim them, and will take immediate measures to 
ascertain what amoimt of property has been realized from the 
Government, as far as evidence is in our possession, and to 
provide for its payment as far as possible. 

As soon as I shall receive information upon this subject, I 
will transmit a report to your department. I woidd respect- 
fully request that Dr. McCormack, formerly Medical Director 
of this Department, be called upon for an inventory of stock 
book, which is said to have been dehvered to him at the time 
the property was seized, or if it has been lost, that a certificate 
to that effect may be given, as requested by Dr. Syme. With 
much respect. 

Your obdt. sert., N. P. Banks, Maj. Gen. Commdg. 


From Surgeon Charles McCormack 

Fort Monroe, Va., March SOth, 1864 [Not in chronological order] 

Colonel: I have to acknowledge the receipt of the letter 
of Maj. Gen. Banks of March 7th inst., in reference to the 
seizure, &c., of Dr. Syme’s property at New Orleans, and also 
of the endorsement from yom* office of Feb. 25th, 1864, on an 
extract of a letter from Dr. Jas. Syme to Lord Lyons asking 
for the production of the inventory or stock book which showed 
the amount of stock on hand August 1st, 1862. 

In reply, I respectfully submit that I have had taken and 
verified by Maj. Stackpole, Judge Advocate of the Department 
of Virginia and North Carolina, a copy of this inventory or 
stock book of Dr. Syme, and that original shall be forthwith 
turned over to you and dehvered at your office by Adams & Co. 

As Major General Banks, even at this late date, does not 
seem to be aware of the fact that on being reheved as Medical 
Purveyor of the Department I caused a minute and thorough 
inventory of the stock then remaining on hand in Dr. Syme’s 
drug store to be made and turned over to the Provost Marshal 
of his Department, I respectfully suggest that this inventory 
will prove of great importance. 

The articles for the government up to the time I was reheved 
were accounted for in my quarterly returns to your office. 

When I took possession I employed an apothecary, by name 
Eunermoser, a German, to take an account of the stock immedi- 
ately upon its coming into my hands, but finding he had been 
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very remiss and incorrect, and drawing out the work so long 
a time, I adopted the plan of having one taken by two persons 
whom I had well known for several years to be fully competent 

and trustwortliy. MoCoemack, Surg. U.S. A. 

From General Butler 

Headquarters, Department Va. and N. C., Fort Moneob, April itk, 1864 

[Not in chronological order] 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War 
Sie: In the case of Dr. James Syme, who is endeavoring to get 
a very large claim from the United States, upon which I reported 
on the [26th] instant, I have the honor to forward the additional 
evidence of Lieut. Col. Wheldon, now Provost Marshal, which 
would seem to be conclusive upon the fact of Syme’s neutrality 
and loyalty. I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 

Yr. obdt. servt., B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 

From Charles M. Wheldon 

Statement of Charles M. Wheldon, Late Lieut. Col. Slst 
Mass. Vols. 

On the first day of May, 1862, our troops landed in New 
Orleans. On or about the 4th inst. Maj. Robert K. Smith, act. 
Medical Director in charge of St. James Hotel, which had been 
ordered by Maj. Gen'l. Butler to be used as a hospital, came to 
me and said, “You being a druggist and chemist, I wish you 
would post me on Drugs, Chemicals, and Instruments for the 
use of this Department, as there has been none furnished from 
Ship Island by Doct. Bache, Medical Director, and as I must 
have them for the requisitions that are being made on me.” 
I went with him to a Mr. Syme, a wholesale druggist, on Canal 
St., to purchase the articles wanted. Mr. Syme in very strong 
language informed us that we could not have them for gold 
or treasury notes, as he did not recognize the Federal Govern- 
ment. We left his store and went to Hart & Co., informed 
Mr. Hart of our errand. He did not want to sell to the United 
States Government, but supposed he must. Dr. Smith bought 
some Drugs of Hart & Co. They had no instruments, none 
could be found except at Syme’s store. Went again to Syme, 
offered cash down in gold, he still refused to sell. Dr. Smith 
then informed the Maj. General of Syme’s refusal. The Maj. 
Gen. then ordered the Doct. to take them, giving a receipt for 
the same. I went back with the Doct. and selected the instru- 
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ments. Syme objected to our taking them, his language was 
of such a Rebel tone that I suspected he was then furnishing 
the Rebels with medicines and instruments, and therefore gave 
the information whereby he was watched, arrested, and con- 
victed of smuggling medicines through the lines for the tise of 
the Confederate Army. 

Chas. M. Wheldon, Li. Co. Slst. Mass. Vols. 


Office of Frowst Judge, Norfolk, Va., Mar. SO, 1864 

Subscribed and sworn to before me. 

P. H. Haggerty, Maj. and Pro. Judge 

From Charles A. Smith 

Washington, March SOth, 1864. [Not in clironological order^ 

Ron. W. H. Seward, Sec. of State of the TJ. S. 

Sir; I came to this city from Norfolk to make some explana- 
tions in regard to my case, which was referred to you by the 
British Minister in December last. I called at the British 
Legation yesterday, to see if my case had been decided, and 
for the first time was informed that I had been reported as a 
violent secessionist, and as having no claim to British protec- 
tion. In reference to my bemg a violent secessionist, you wiU 
allow me to say, I never was a secessionist; to the contrary, 
when I was allowed to do so under the laws of the State of 
Virginia, I used aU my influence against secession. Since the 
state seceded, I never have voted either in the seceded states or 
under the United States government, as I would not be allowed 
to do so without becoming naturalized. And I most emphatic- 
ally disclaim any improper feelings towards the government 
of the United States, and have studiously avoided any dis- 
obedience of the orders and regulations in the Military Depart- 
ment at Norfolk, and have always advised my friends to obey 
the laws under which they hved. There is no one who depre- 
cates the bitter feeling that has existed in Norfolk more than 
I do. 

It is intimated in the report herein referred to that I pretend 
to be a British subject, and that I have no claim to British 
protection. I have to say that I do not claim protection from 
the British Government for the purpose of evading any law, 
but because I never have been naturalized, as required by the 
natmralization laws of the United States, without which it is 
impossible for me to become a citizen of the U. States. I have 
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been questioned in regard to having voted. I can only say 
that in the year 1844, in the month of October, I took the oath 
of fidelity to the state of Virginia, as an alien, whereupon I 
was entitled to all the 'privileges of a citizen of Virginia, upon 
which I was allowed to vote for Mr. Clay as President. Since 
that time I have [not] voted. These privileges were gra,nted 
under a law passed by the General Assembly of Virginia in 
1792. I was known as a British subject before the Federal 
authorities came to Norfolk, and have been recognized as a 
British subject by the Military authorities, and also by the 
State and City government. And I now have a license from 
under the hands of General Viele to show that fact. Since 
that time I have taken an oath, in lieu of the oath of allegiance, 
to the U. S., as proposed by the Hon. W. Stuart of the British 
Legation, and in compliance with a letter of instructions from 
Hon. S. P. Chase, Secretary of the treasury of the U. States 
to the collector of customs at Baltimore, which oath I have 
endeavored to keep, as I have not knowingly or wilfully done 
anything against the U. States, and I disclaim any improper 
feelings towards the Government of the XT. S. If it shall be 
decided between you and the British Minister that I am not a 
British subject entitled to British protection, or that I am an 
American citizen, I will take the oath of allegiance to the TJ. S. 

I do not wish to put my construction on the law of the State 
of Virginia herein referred to, but respectfully refer you to the 
opinion of Hon. John S. Wilson and the British Consul, which 
I presume you are in possession of, which opinions agree 
exactly with the opinion of the Clerk of the Court, who ad- 
ministered the oath of fidelity to me in 1844. 

All of which I respectfully submit, hoping you will have the 
matter decided immediately. With great respect, I am. 

Your humble servant, Charles A. Smith 

H'dqrs, Dept Va, and N, 0., Fort Monroe, April 1804 

Endorsed: Respectfully referred to the Provost Marshal. 

By command of Major General Butler 

From the Secretary of State 

Departmeni 0 / State, Washin0ton, AprU liik, 1864 [Not in chronological order] 

The Honorable E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War 

Sir: Referring to my letter of the 28th of December last, 
and to the reply of the 20th of January, respecting the applica- 
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tion of Air. Charles A. Smith for facilities for tradiag at Nor- 
folk, I have the honor to enclose in copy a letter of the 21st 
ultimo from Mr. O. V. Bernard, of Norfolk, one of the 24th 
ultimo from Mr. L. H. Chandler of that place, and one of the 
30th of the same month from Mr. Smith himself. I have the 

honor to be. Sir, Your obedient Servant, Wm. H. Seward 


A, G. 0. Aynl 20^^, ’64 

Endorsed: Kespectfullt referred to Major Genl. Butler 
for report. 

By order of the Secretary of War 

W. A. MmoLS, Asst. Adjt. Genl. 


War Dept, April 19th, 1864 

Endorsed: Respectfully referred to Major General Butler 
for report. 

By order of the Secretary of War 

C. A. Dana, Asst. Secretary of War 

From General W. Wessells 

Plymouth, N. C. March i7th, 1864 

Maj. Gen. J. J. Peck 

General: I regret my inability to give you any information 
of a reliable character as to the movements of the enemy in 
this vicinity. The most conflicting and contradictory state- 
ments are made, representing the forces in the neighborhood 
of Williamston at 1000 men, to seventeen regiments, both of 
which are probably extremes. A resigned lieutenant of the 
41st N. C. states that he left Kinston last Tuesday, and passed 
Fosters’s mill yesterday, at which place nothing unusual was 
going on, that at Kinston there were two brigades (Hoke’s and 
another), and two regiments of cavalry, that it is the intention 
to attack Newbern and Plymouth simultaneously, that the 
gunboats are to run past the towns, this one through Ryan’s 
thoroughfare, that no attack will be made within five or six 
weeks, and he thinks not much within two months, that Gen. 
Hoke has said they would have Newbern within two months. 
He says the Neuse gunboat is lying at the Kinston bridge, has 
three layers of iron of two inches each, and two heavy guns — 
that they are preparing launches at Mosely Hall. Gen. Pickett 
was at Petersburg, but expected at Goldsboro, in connection 

VOL. HI — ^38 
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with a Court Martial then going on. Several Colonels were 
being tried, Whitford, Cannady, and others, but that Gen. 
Barton had been cleared, — he says he was with the forces 
when the late demonstration was made towards Newbern, and 
that their strength was estimated at 20,000 — the 24th he says 
is at Tarboro, and five companies of cavalry at Greenville, and 
I think he said some infantry. Such is the story. It was a 
very straight one, but must be received with caution. You 
can judge better than I can as to its accuracy in regard to 
affairs at Kinston. He says you have blockaded the river and 
put in torpedoes, or rather they have heard so at Kin ston. 

Our 200 pdr. now has a good range down the river. In 
regard to removing the 100 pdr. from Fort Gray, I am of 
opinion that in such an event it would be as well to abandon 
the position entirely, and am not sure but it would be well to 
do so anyhow, though not if an attack was imminent, but 
supposing there was time, so as to place the three guns in posi- 
tion, which would require some days, to prepare embankments 
and magazines. Col. Dutton can inform you on that subject. 

I am informed that the gunboat was brought down to 
Hamilton on Friday a week ago. 

The informant alluded to above, states that a man of Hoke’s 
brigade at Kinston had been detailed as a pilot for the gunboat 
on this river. If this man’s statements should prove correct, 
it would be well that it should not be made public. He states 
so many facts that I know to be true that I am forced to give 
considerable weight to his narrative. 

The lines of the enemy have not been fully closed as previ- 
ously stated by me, for I find that a number of citizens of this 
county (probably rebel sympathizers) have passed up and 
down, as it is said, to exchange their money at Tarboro for 
Confederate bonds. 

I have caused the hulks to be placed in the position recom- 
mended by the board (except the last one sent by your order, 
which will be carried up in the morning), each one provided by 
Captain F — with a torpedo, to be exploded by contact, and 
which he hopes will prove effective, it will have a moral effect 
probably, and cause delay if nothing else. To make the ob- 
struction more complete, I should be glad to have one more 
hulk if possible, and even two could be used to advantage. 


I will continue to communicate to you such information as 


reaches me. 


Respectfully yours, W. Wessells, Brig. Gen. 
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Department of Norik Carolina, March StMh, 1864 

Endorsed: Respectfctllt referred because of the general 
information from that quarter respecting rebel movements. 
As is probable the ironclad will attempt Ryan’s thoroughfare 
and come wp to Plymouth, it seems to me that the work in Fort 
Gray will have httle employment. If changed to the other 
flank, it would be of great service. 

John Peck, Major General 


We are short of old hulks. In the late storm, the water 

rose 3 feet in the river here, and it is feared that some of the 

obstructions may be carried away. The great danger is in 

the Roanoke. nr ■ n ? 

John Peck, Major General 


From General Butler 

March 28, 1864 

Eon. E. M. Stanton, Secy, of War, Washington, D.C. 

I HAVE received the following telegram concerning the Rus- 
sian sailor, which I forward for your information: 

Gloucester Point, March 27, 1864 

Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler, The Bussian sailor ordered before you is too sick to 
leave the garrison. I will send him down as soon as he is better. 

J. J. Morrison, Col. Comdg. 16 Y. Arty.’’ 

Benj. F. Butler, If aj. Gen’l. Comdg. 


From General Butler 

Headqmrters, Department Va. and N. C, Fort Monroe, Mar. iSth, 1864 

Hon. Edward Pierrepont, New York 
Dear Sir: Your note of the 26th inst. is received, and I 
am glad to be able this time to answer speedily. 

I am much obliged for your suggestion. When I settled 
my accounts at the War OflS.ce, the question of what should 
be done with this money of Sam Smith & Co. came under dis- 
cussion, and I then said to the Secretary of War that as a lawyer 
I supposed I might be held personally liable for the sum, and 
that if he would give me an Order to pay over the money to the 
War OflSce, in such form to release me from responsibility, if 
hereafter called upon by Smith & Co., I should be glad to pay 
the money over. He doubted whether this could be done, and 
suggested that the money might lie in my hands until the 
Department was called upon for it, and that a proper memo- 
randum should be put on file, so that Smith & Co.’s rights, if 
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they had any, should be preserved, as well as my own. There 
is no diflSculty in dealing with the money now, in the same way. 

If the War Department directs an order to me to pay the 
money, either into the Treasury or the contingent fund of the 
Department, and Smith & Co., acting under your advice, will 
give me a memorand u m stating that such payment shall 
relieve me from personal responsibility, I will give a draft for 
the amount on the Asst. Treasurer of the United States that 
will be honored at once. 

I think it but right, however, that my first note to you, stat- 
ing the facts of the capture of the money, should be laid before 
the War Department for its information, before any order is 
made on the subject, transferring the funds to Smith & Co. 
I have the honor to be, very resp. 

Y. 0. S. B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 

P.S. Since writing the above note I have received from my 
clerk a copy of the memorandum filed in the War Office at the 
time of the settlement of my accounts of which I have spoken. 
I had not received the copy when I wrote before or I would 
have forwarded it for your information, as I now take leave 

Respectfully, B. F. B. 


From L. A. Whiteley to General Butler 

PoBTKESs Monroe, Va., Maroh StSth, 1864 

General: I have had an interview with Mr. Oliver and the 
friend who was making investigations and arrangements as 
to bringing away produce from Suffolk. They explain that 
the arrangement suggested to take effect the 6th of April 
applied particularly to the shipment of produce at Old South 
Quay, but as far as Suffolk is concerned, it can be put in opera- 
tion in two days, and by sending the agent ahead, the neutral 
ground described will be free from soldiers by the immediate 
withdrawal of all who are now there, and there will be none to 
interfere with the shipment. If, therefore, the consent of 
Admiral Lee should not be necessary for the trip to Suffolk, or, 
if the Admiral should have received instructions as represented, 
with your approbation, the trip might be made as soon as the 
preliminary arrangements, orders, etc., can be completed, 
which will occupy only two days from the commencement of 
proceedings. 

For the reasons stated to you, and on account of the peculiar 
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wants and conditions of the people of the vicinage, Mr. Oliver 
would like to be allowed to take with him, instead of some 
portion of the dry goods an additional quantity of bacon or 
pork, which can be obtained at Norfolk, and also some 
whiskey also obtained at Norfolk, none of which he has now 
on board. 

Will you be kind enough, if you approve the proposed change 
in the cargo, to designate to the bearer of this note the respec- 
tive amounts to be allowed, and also what will be necessary 
to be done on the part of Mir. OHver to enable him to make 
the trip to Suffolk. 

Hoping this arrangement may by this means soon be per- 
fected by which, by peaceful means and without pubKc ex- 
pense, the property of loyal citizens may be snatched from the 
grasp of the enemies of our country. I am very truly 

Yours, L. A. Whitelet 


From Sidney Webster to General Butler 

174 East Eighteenth St, N, Y,, 28 March, 1864 

My dear General: I have received your contribution of 
autographs for the Fair and thank you much for Mrs. Webster 


and myself. 


Faithfully yomrs, Sidney Webster 


From General Butler 

Headquarters, Dept Va. and N. Fort Monroe, March 9J^th, 1864 

Col. W. Hoffman, Commdg. General of Prisoners, 
Washington, D.C. 

Colonel: I have the honor to call your attention to the 
fact that I have just received a communication from Gen. 
Marston, Commdg. at Point Lookout, transmitting a copy of 
the proceedings of a Board of Officers convened at this Point 
to investigate and report the facts and circumstances con- 
nected with the shooting of a prisoner of war, named Peyton, 
on the 20th inst. 

The Board was convened and the original proceeding for- 
warded to Col. Hoffman, agreeable to an Order issued by direc- 
tion of the Secretary of War, dated on the 17th inst. 

It would seem that this Order was issued directly to Gen. 
Marston, without having passed through these Headquarters. 

It would tend greatly to the regularity of business if com- 
munications to the Officer Commanding the Prisoners’ Camp 



598 LETTERS OF GEN. BENJAMm F. BUTLER 


at Point Lookout could take the usual and ordinary course 
presented by the regulations of the army. If the usual course 
had been taken in this instance, perhaps the findings of the 
Board of Inquiry would have been more satisfactory. 

If it had been composed of officers selected by the Comdg. 
General, not from the regiments immediately in charge of the 
prisoners of war, each of whom may be subject to a like inves- 
tigation for a like act, and be supposed therefore to have a 
fellow [[feeling], and in saying this, I in no manner mean to 
impugn the probity or propriety of action of the present Board, 
it might have been more satisfactory. But as I have not been 
notified in the proceeding of course I have not examined it. 

But it seems to me that in the very delicate matter of in- 
quiring into the taking of the life of a man, especially a prisoner 
of war, which may be misrepresented to our Rebel enemies, and 
lead to attempted retaliations, it should appear that the facts 
were found by a Board which, like Caesar’s wife, should be 
beyond suspicion. I know I have but to call your attention 
to this, which I deem an irregularity, to prevent its recurrence 
in the action of so good a soldier. I have the honor to be, very 
respectfully, _ 

B. F. Btjtlek, Major General Commanding 
From General Butler 

Headquarters, Department V a. and N. C., Fort Monroe, March StSth, 1864 

Rear Admiral S. P. Lee, Commanding North A. B. Squadron, 

Off Newport News 

Admiral: I informed you the other day in conversation that 
my officers had reported to me some 300 seamen in the regi- 
ment in the Fort who desired to be transferred to the Navy 
under the recent order. But, as you are aware, that transfer 
is optional with them, and many of them had enlisted under 
high bounties, a part of which was to be paid in installments, 
some of which are yet due, so that when they came to learn the 
fact, which I telegraphed to Washington to procure for them, 
that no more installments of the bounty would be paid them, 
and the bounties received by them would be deducted from 
their prize money, they nearly all declined to be transferred. 
Indeed, seventeen (17) of them appeared for the purpose of 
being transferred to-day and were ordered by me on board the 
guard ship, when all but five (5) refused to enlist, which five 
(5) I caused to be turned over and will continue to turn over 
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to you as fast as they can be received, all the men who choose 
to enlist. I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 

Yt. obdt. sent., B. F. Bxjtleb, Maj. Gen. Commdg. 

From General Butler 

Ed, Qrs. Ee'pt, Va, and N. C,, Fort Montioe, March 2Sfk, 1864 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War 

Sir: Col. McDougall, of the 111th New York Infantry, is 
here desiring to take a number of men from the 16th New York 
Heavy Artillery for the purpose of carrying them to the Army 
of the Potomac, to join his regiment there. 

As I have had all the trouble with the 16th N. Y. Artillery, 
I don’t think it quite fair that the Army of the Potomac should 
get all the men. I have four New York Regiments a Httle 
more than half full, which I must either consolidate or fill up. 

I respectfully request to be allowed to assign the surplus 
men of the 16th N. Y. Regiment to the reduced regiment of 
this Department, and I trust no order will be issued in con- 
travention of my wish for the reorganization of the regiment 
in my Department. I have the honor to be very respectfully. 
Your obt. servt., B. F. Butler, Maj. Gen. Comdg. 

From General Godfrey Weitzel to General Butler 

State of Louisiana, Executive Dejpartment, New Orleans, March IQtk, 1864 

[Not in chronological orderj 

My dear General; On yesterday I made oflicial applica- 
tion to the War Department to be relieved here and ordered 
to report to you. After hard work. Banks approved and 
forwarded it. 

Will you please use your influence to put it through as soon 
as possible, and oblige. 

Your obedient senant, G. Weitzel, 

Shepley sends his regards. Brig. Gen. 

From General Butler 

March 528, 1864 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, Sec. of War, Washington, D.C. 

I HAVE received a letter from Brig. Gen’l Weitzel saying that 
an ofiScial communication has been sent by him to the Sec. of 
War asking to be relieved & ordered to report to me for duty, 
& this application has been approved by Gen. Banks, & is now 
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on the way to Washington. Please have an order for relief & 
report to me issued, so that I can get him without delay. 

Benj. F. Bxjteer, Maj. GenL Comdg. 


From the Secretary of the Nary 


{General Butler) 


Navt/ Department, Washington, March 1864 


Sir: I received your telegram of the 26tli instant, asking 
that instructions may be given to the blockading vessels to 
allow the reeds sold by you, on the banks of the Roanoke and 
Plymouth rivers for the benefit of the negroes, to be brought 
out by the way of Hatteras. 


The Secretary of the Treasury has regulations through his 
agents for the inhabitants in insurrectionary regions to bring 
out the products of the country. The Navy Department has 
no discretion in the proceedings. Very respectfully, etc. 

Gideon Welles, Secretary of the Navy 


From General Butler 

Fokt Monroe, March i&th, 1864 

Maj. Eric Locke, Pay Master TJ. S. A. New Orleans, La. 

Mt dear Major: I have received your note, and its kindly 
tone has touched me nearly. I thank you for your too flatter- 
ing consideration, and am happy to say that I do not concur in 
your views as to the certainty of the event of which you speak. 
Did I do so, I should be frightened at the prospect of the labor 
to come, too arduous and too responsible in the present state 
of the country to be sought or decHned by any man. Believe 
me, my dear Locke, that I am much better pleased with the 
kind regards which I have received from my companions of 
the Gulf than I could be of any hope of being President. I 

remain. Very truly Yours, Benj. F. Butler 
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Bilgood, Miss Lizzie, 571 
Billisoly, imprisonment of, 502 
Biloxi, 123 
Birge, Colonel, 69 

Birney, Brig. Gen. William, letters from 
B. to, 293, 492; ordered to join Heck- 
man, 491, 492; Heckman ordered to 
relieve, 493, 495, 494 
Blackwater, the, 61, 368, 495, 549 
Blair, Francis P., letter from B. to, 206 
Blair, Frank P., Jr., asks Fox for permit, 
487 

Blair, Montgomery, 78, 116; suggested 
for Speaker, 134; letters from B. to, 
256, 503; B. suggests improvement in 
postal facilities to, 256, 475; telegram 
to B. from, 503 
Blake, Commander, 450 
Blake, William II., 241 
Blandinc, Sister, 139 
Blount, Crcneral, 157 
Blue River, the, 398 
Blunt, George, 46 

Board of Survey, the, report of, 486 
Bogart, Jonathan, 507 
Bogart, Major, 567 
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Bolton’s Bridge, 553 
“ Bombshell,” the, 387, 563 
Bond, W. E., letter from B. to, 403 
Boston, 5, 58 

Bottom’s Bridge, 360, 361, 375, 396, 400, 
409, 491, 549 

Boutelle, Commander, letter from B. to, 
338 

Boutwell, George S., letters to B. from, 
56, 396, 394; article in National Re- 
publican by, 394, 405; letter from B. 
to, 405 

Bowden, Henry M., letter from B. to, 333 
Bowdoin, S. J., letter from B. to, 177 
Bowen, Mr., 131 

Bowen, Brig. Gen, James, 538, 539, 530 
Bowen, Capt. L. S., 347; letter from B. 
to, 347 

Boyle, William J., 401, 431, 435 
Brabban’s Battery, 95 
Brackett, Mr., 150 
Bradbury, Evan, 467 
Bradley, M. S., 318 
Bragg, Capt. Benjamin, 390, 391 
Bragg, General, 93, 176 
Brainerd, D., 99, 100 
Brandegee, Mr., 191 
Brasier City, 134 
Breckinridge, Mr., 21 
“ Brewster,” the, 234, 264, 265, 367, 373 
Briggs, Colonel, 252 
Bright, Daniel, 312-315 
Brooks, Captain, 376 
Brooks, G. W., letter from B. to, 305 
Brothers, Alexander, plate and furniture 
of, 20, 21, 532 
Brothers, Wright, 311 
Brown, Capt. Orlando, 188 
Brown, W, D., 104 
Brownly, Mr., 290 
Brownsville, 124 

Bruce, Gen. B., letter to B. from, 268; 

asks extension of time for Dibble, 368 
Bruce, Mrs,, 233 
Brummer & Co., Messrs., 38, 39 
Bryant, William C., 97 
Buchanan, James, 31 
Buck and Co., J. A., letter from B. to, 
224, 447 

Buck, Joseph A., letter to B. from, 443; 
case of, 443“447 

Buckingham, William A., Gov. of 
Connecticut, 268; indorses Bruce, 268 
Buell* General, 18 
Bull Isle, 540 
Bull Run, 64, 123 
Bullitt, Mr., 3, 18, 29, 72 


Bullock, Mr., 307 

Bullock, Alexander, letter to B. from, 93 
Burnside, General, 100, 176 
‘‘Burnside,” the, 358 
Burrell, Col. M. A., 210 
Burrell, Mrs. M. A., letter from B. to, 
310 

Burroughs, Maj. Edgar, 256 
Burt, Major, 566 

Burt, William L., letter to B. from, 16 
Butler, Col. Andrew Jackson, letters to 
B. from, 4, 58, 71, 93, 105, 293; leaving 
New Orleans, 4, 29; advice to B., 4; 
business dealings with Hildreth, 30; 
menace to B., 36; 49, 91; asks B. for 
Field, 92; interview with Shaffer, 178, 
199; illness of, 334, 344, 353, 380, 395, 
407; death and funeral of, 407, 410; 
B. executor of, 578-583 
Butler, Mrs. A. J., 410 
Butler, Benjamin, B.’s great uncle, 385, 
386 

Butler, Gen. Benjamin F., affairs in 
Washington, 1, 14, 16, 20, 28; Deni- 
son’s estimate of, 3, 8, 17, 18, 29, 46, 
47; false accusations against, 3; 
return to New Orleans of, 4, 8, 9, 14- 
16, 18, 19, 21, 28, 29, 34, 35, 54, 71, 
102, 106, 119-121, 123, 136, 137, 
448, 535; in case of Samuel Smith & 
Co., 4, 476, 560-563, 595; shipment 
of sugar from New Orleans, 5; rebel 
communication sent to, 10; invited to 
dine with Lincoln, 13; Banks’ rela- 
tions with, 14; tribute from Shepley, 
15; friendliness of Chase for, 15, 137; 
18; tribute from Grifl&n, 19; spies 
sent against, 20; proposition in refeiv 
ence to command of Dept, of Gulf, 20, 
21-27, 59; elected Commander-in- 
Chief, 20; in connection with silver 
and furniture purported to have been 
taken by, 20, 21, 520-536; in connec- 
tion with negroes, 24, 105, 156, 163, 
246, 247, 568; 539; banishment at 
Fortress Monroe, 26; “speculations,” 
26; friendliness toward Chase of, 27, 
60, 64; Halleck urges a command in 
North Carolina for, 27; recruiting of 
negroes under, 29, 183, 196, 197, 207, 
222, 223, 232, 242, 243, 249, 270, 437, 
489, 455; compared with Banks, 29, 
448; Parton asks for interview, 30; 
editorial in Leeds, Eng., paper about, 
31; tribute from King, 31; takes 
possession of Baltimore, 32; expedi- 
tion to North Carolina, 32; the 
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“Woman Order,” 32, 411; welcome in 
Boston, Baltimore etc., 32; in the 
Mumford case, 32; suggested as Sec. 
of War, 36, 58, 71, 77, 78, 90; Col. 
Butler a menace to, 36; claim of 
Kernahan, 37; case of Louisa Keegan, 
38; granted permission to leave home, 
40; asked to help Western Texans, 40; 
answer to Alexander, 42; recommends 
Wiegel, 42; silver transferred to, 44; 
refuses invitation to public dinner in 
New York, 44; business transactions 
with Fay, 49, 176, 245, 291, 334, 349; 
at Academy of Music, 49; threatened, 
49; advice to Crouch, 50; case of 
Laurason, 50, 51; tribute to Rev. Mr. 
Freeman, 51; New York address 
praised, 52, 53, 56, 57, 59, 70, 74, 325; 
Stafford answers attack in World on, 
54, 55; asks deed of emancipation for 
Jordan, 57; tribute from Cameron, 58; 
exchange of hospitality with Cameron, 
58, 65, 395; views on campaign, 61- 
64; question of rank, 66-70, 85, 86; 
given command of Dept, of South- 
eastern Virginia, 67; in command 
Dept, of Annapolis, 67; the Mason 
Brothers friends of, 70; advised not 
to go to Washington, 72; belief 
abroad concerning removal from New 
Orleans, 75; declines invitation to 
speak in Memphis, 75; tribute to 
sister, 76; Chamberlain asks help of, 

76, 77; Seward’s attitude toward, 

77, 78, 85, 135, 515; advised against 
public speaking, 79; tribute from 
Turner, 80; Hildreth suggests running 
for Governor by, 81; resignation of 
Puffer, 81; devotion of Puffer to, 82; 
possibility of expedition to Texas, 83; 
Andrew controversy, 84, 93, 181; 
answers claim of owners of the “Essex,” 
86, 87, 88, 89; asks permission to 
visit Washington, 90, 295; Cottman 
for, 90; 91; Col. Butler asl^ for Field, 
92; tribute from Kcnsel, 93; city of 
New Orleans sold to, 94; article on 
“Our General,” 95; wanted at Fort 
Royal, 96; objects to publication of 
names of drafted men, 96; recom- 
mended for Dept, of New York, 97; 
feelings for Wilson, 98; suggested as 
candidate for President, 98, 100, 106, 
111, 112, 117, 150, 348, 422, 442, 498, 
614, 558, 564, 576, 576, 600; trans- 
actions in New Orleans questioned, 98; 
politics in Chicago reported to, 99; 


in the McLearn case, 100, 101; 

tribute from Weitzel, 103; in regard 
to notes, etc., in New Orleans banks, 

104, 105; urged to go to Ohio, 105, 
112, 116, 117; urged to go to Maine, 

105, 106; tribute from Thorpe, 106; 
tribute from Carman, 107; answer to 
charge of Homan against, 107; Alex. 
Hamilton offers services to, 108, 109- 
Kensel offers services to, 109; how to 
restore Union, 110; invited to Phila- 
delphia, 111; statement of facts con- 
cerning use of steamers “Laurel Hill” 
and “Iberville,” 113; injustice to, 114; 
appointment with Horace Greeley, 
115; offices suggested by Parton for, 
115; invited to Pittsburg, 116; Louisi- 
ana policy, 118-120, 123, 136; feeling 
of Lincoln toward, 119, 120, 123, 136; 
concerning Sam Smith, 122; asks 
hearing for Finnegan, 123; estimate of 
Banks, 124; schemes of, 125; asked to 
use influence in promoting Davis, 126; 
the Gen. Thompson incident, 127-133, 
134, 296; tribute to Strong, 132; 
Herbert asks favors of, 133, 134; 
assigned to command of Dept, of 
Virginia and North Carolina, 135, 136, 
175; orders officers to join him, 135; 
Lincoln determined to give command 
to, 136; B. accepts Hink’s offer to 
share in service, 136, 137; recom- 
mends “solid case cannister” to Gov. 
Andrew, 137 ; Stanton friendly toward, 
137, 515; tribute from Kellogg, 138; 
reply to Kellogg from, 139; in the 
matter of prisoners, 141-144, 146, 147- 
150, 173, 182, 198, 210, 211, 214-216, 
233, 238, 247, 248, 250-252, 254, 255, 
258, 259, 270, 272, 277, 286-288, 291, 
296, 310-316, 320, 333, 334, 338, 352, 
356, 370, 377, 401, 414, 417, 419, 421, 
424, 426, 435-437, 470, 476, 480, 499, 
502, 505, 508, 509, 515-517, 588, 555, 
571, 583, 597; asks for Hinks as 
Commandant of Depot, 144, 146; 
asks authority to erect building, 145; 
suggestions on making of appoint- 
ments, 145; asks advice of Chase on 
transportation of grain, 146, 147; 
publishing of life of, 150; comment of 
press on, 150; asks cooperation of 
navy, 151, 438; with regard to trade 
and commerce in North Carolina, 151- 
152, 601; the matter of printing 
presses, 152; in the Gray case, 153, 
154, 171; Evans^ appreciation of, 157; 
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pension for Mrs. Farr, 157, 158; asks 
enlargement of command of Dept, of 
Virginia and North Carolina, 158, 248; 
tribute of Felton for, 158; Wistar 
recommended by Felton, 159; pledge 
to Virginians, 159, 160; authorized to 
draft, 160; orders repair of Dismal 
Swamp Canal, 160; in the case of 
Respress, 160, 162, 389-394; policy 
with regard to conduct of soldiers, 163; 
exportation of tobacco, 165, 172, 235, 
236, 276, 293, 294, 540-542; in 

Dibble case, 168-171, 268, 353-355; 
on execution of Leach, Donnelly and 
Flynn, 172; bounty on colored re- 
cruits, 174, 231, 232, 249; permits and 
passes, 175, 177, 179-180, 208, 218, 
231, 237, 242, 267, 281, 292, 294, 316, 
346, 347, 405, 463, 483, 509, 512, 555; 
refuses W. F. Smith a command, 176; 
co-operates in distribution of religious 
literature, 176; case of Woodbridge, 
177 ; on making Sturges a Lieutenant, 
177, 222, 223; reports from Washing- 
ton, 178, 180, 191, 320; matter of 
issuing commissions, 180, 181; sets 
decoy for Miss Small, 182; care of 
families of colored recruits, 186, 187, 
222, 232, 242, 245; appoints Kinsman 
Supt. of Negro Affairs, 187; sends for 
McDowell, 192; action with regard to 
smallpox among prisoners, 193; calls 
Oetty’s attention to Elizabeth City, 
195 ; asks Andrew’s advice on discharge 
of regiments, 195; calls for money to 
pay troops, 196; corrects oath ad- 
ministered in North Carolina, 196; 
negro order commended, 197, 204, 
207, 227; the Hunt case, 198, 231; 
Owen finds secretary for, 198; tribute 
to McCurdy, 198; case of McLean, 
199, 200, 201, 385, 406; the Chas. 
Smith case, 202, 203; orders con- 
cerning sentence of death, 203, 241, 
341, 469, 569; produces Cottman’s 
signature to Ordinance of Secession, 
204; comment on message, 204, 206; 
appointments refused by Adj’t. Gen- 
eral’s office, 204, 205; concerning 
trial by court martial, 208, 213, 231, 
271, 434; reports success of Wistar 
expedition, 208; asks permission to 
send Chief of Staff to War Office, 209; 
attention called to regulations govern- 
ing invoices, 209; directions to H. 
James, 210; on applications for leave 
of absence, 211; promises protection to 


Oliver & Co., 212; concerning Strout’s 
matter, 212; Meredith ordered to 
report to, 215; reports fire at York- 
town and conditions at Old Point, 218; 
suggests introduction of gas at Fortress 
Monroe, 219; case of Tripler, 220; 
case of Sabatut, 221; case of Mrs. Van 
Slack, 221; on affording protection to 
inhabitants, 223; case of Buck and 
Co., 224, 443-447; James reports on 
shad fisheries to, 224; asks transporta- 
tion for officers from Libbey Prisons 
225; orders lighting of City of Norfolk, 
226; appointment of Bell as aide-de, 
camp, 227; consents to take care of 
Perrin, 228; with regard to correspon- 
dent in Richmond, 228, see Van Lieu^ 
Miss; with regard to payment of 
Stafford, 229; aids in establishment of 
lumber mills, 230; on transfer of 
business of oath taking, 233; sends 
North for mechanics, 234; hastens 
work on the “Brewster,” 234; advice 
to Getty, 234; asks authority to 
appoint Volunteer Officer Commissary 
of Musters, 234; Conference between 
Thomas, Risley and, 238; case of 
Bidgood and others, 239, 240; asks 
Foster to report on loss of money, 
240, 241; concerned by situation of 
Naval Ordnance store, 242; inquires 
into detention of “Flag of Truce,” 
243; asked to aid Edmands, 245; on 
use of Confederate money, 246; on 
the correction of abuses in Dept., 247; 
Commissioner of Exchange of Prison- 
ers, 247, 248, 282; Confederate 

Government refuses to recognize, 248, 
273, 418, 419; Watson sends letters to, 
253; case of Mrs. Timberlake, 253; 
gives credit to Marsten, 254; on 
enlisting Confederate prisoners, 255, 
487, 543-547, 557, 567, 575; arranges 
that Bay Line steamers stop at Point 
Lookout, 255, 256; case of Burroughs, 
256; asks permission to relieve Brig. 
Gen’l’s, 257; on plundering of insane, 
257; calls for report on organization 
on Barcoes Island, 258; contract for 
boats, 258, 295, 305; requested to 
send suggestions to Wilson, 259; 
commends Peck’s Order No. 46, 260; 
commends West, 260; offers Whitney 
commission, 260; on military use of 
property in rebel States, 261-262; in 
case of Norfolk Gas Works, 262; 
orders expedition to Wilmington Har- 
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bor, ^64, 265; in the case of James 
Thompson, 266; orders concerning 
Cunningham, 266; asks pardon for 
Jacob Barnes, 266; extract from letter 
from Peck, 267; on rechartering of 
vessels, 268; reports Wild’s expedition, 
269; investigates interference with 
colored troops, 270; regarding the 
“Village Belle,” 272, 325; asks loan 
of Post Band, 272; Mrs. Thompson 
asks permission to see husband, 274- 
275; orders Marston to cross Potomac, 
275; warned against J. H. Baker, 278, 
279; affairs in Accomac County, 279, 
280, 288, 363; reprimands Gibson, 280; 
on sale of liquors, 280, 327; gets 
horses for use of troops, 280, 295, 328; 
on sending negro troops to Eastern 
Shore, 281, 289; advice on use of 
liquor, 282; controversy with Pier- 
pont concerning military vs. civil 
government, 282-285, 308-309, 320f, 
321-324, 450-460, 473; willingness of 
War Dept, to grant appointments to, 
285; recognition of Plag of Truce, 287; 
commends Seigel, 288; misrepresented 
in Va., 290; feelings of Union people 
for, 290; “Christians” petition to be 
excused from oath of allegiance, 290, 
306, 319, 539; investigation into 
official conduct at New Orleans, 292; 
orders relating to Southron’s slaves, 
293; invites Stanton to Newbern, 296; 
on taxation, 297, 339; requests John- 
son’s retention in Norfolk, 297, 319; 
General Orders by, No. 10, 298, 343, 
356, 427, No. 14, 8, No. 20, 548, No. 
37, 266, 421, No. 39, 363, No. 40, 237, 
451, No. 46, 183, 210, 222, 223, 232, 

240, 466, No. 49, 253, 202, 263, 277, 

306, 844, No. 66, 473, No. 117, 427, 

No. 134, 427, No. 167, 427; case of 

Mrs. Puller, 300-304; policy in Dept, 
of Va., 305; acknowledges “Notes and 
Criticisms on Shakespeare,” 300; 
feeling in North for, 307, 308; con- 
troversy relating to cutting of timber, 
316-318, 328, 406; on chartering 
“City of New York,” 325; apprised of 
Mrs. Tyler’s course, 827; order to 
Cassels, 328; statement concerning 

cotton deal of Mrs. and others, 

829-330, 358; story concerning Vice 
Pres. Stephens, 331; information from 
Miss Van Lieu to, 331-332, 881-383, 
564; case of W. H. Stearns, 337, 
353, 469; illness of Col. Butler, 


334, 344, 352, 380, 395, 406; mis- 
understanding relating to Mass, heavy 
artillery, 335, 336; suggests con- 
version of Point Lookout Hospital 
to other uses, 336; concerning Baker’s 
cavalry, 337, 338, 343, 345, 346, 351; 
Appleton desires commission with, 
338; in case of Mrs. Latrobe, 342; 
permit requested for removal of 
produce, 342; definition of properly , 
343; invites Wilson to come to Fortress 
Monroe, 345; in coimecton with 
cider shipment, 346; in case of “Lewis 
Clark,” 347; returns money to mother 
of F. D. Chollar, 349, 395; stops trad- 
ing at Newport Barracks, 350; ques- 
tions loyalty of Field, 350; sends 
Coolidge memento of brother, 351; 
sends for plan of Richmond, 351; 
relations with Quid of, 352; in matter 
of Margaret Newton, 355; case of 
Zantzinger and Co. 357; appoints 
court martial and Provost Judge, 357, 
358; complaint of S. B. Taylor, 858; 
in matter of Confederate money, 359, 
570, 571; suggests rewriting of Capt. 
Lee’s report, 359; orders 3d N.Y. 
Cavalry to Williamsburg, 360, 367; 
expedition to Richmond, 361, 362, 
869, 370, 373, 874, 380-384, 396, 397, 
400, 401, 408, 410, 425, 442, 475, 478, 
479; at Newbern, 362, 303, 360, 367, 
369; appoints Sawtcll supt. of labor 
of prisoners, 364; case of Ryan, 304; 
calls for requisitions for cavalry, 365, 
536, 540; calls for cooperation of 
Meade, 365, 366; in case of Jewish 
contraband traders, 871, 412; protests 
against opening port at Newbern, 
372, 384; sends for Graham, 373; 
cooperation of Sedgwick, 374, 376, 
381, 383, 386, 397, 398; tribute from 
Wistar, 375; sends for Risley, 377; 
concerning Bank commission, 378, 
456; orders to Marston concerning 
the four books, 385; Faustenburg 
summoned by, 385; genealogy of, 385; 
on resignation of Spooner, 387, 395, 
484; sends Henry commission as local 
Special Agent of the Treasury, 388; 
on the route to Richmond, 394, 405; 
massacre of U. S. soldiers reported to, 
402; answer to inquiries of citizens 
of Chowan County, 402-405; death 
and funeral of brother, 407, 410, 413; 
claim of Lazerac De Porgeret Fils, 
407; tribute from Hammond, 411; 
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tribute from Henning, 411; with 
regard to escaped officers, 413, 414, 
415, 467; Shaffer serves in absence of, 
414; efforts to release Dow, 414; 
inquires into case of E. E. Chase, 415; 
organization of school system by, 
415, 558; reports to Thomas on various 
cases, 416; article in Examiner^ 417; 
asks leave to visit New York, 418; 
Quid’s proposition as to surgeons, 
419, 421; attitude of Germans toward, 
422, 423; requested to detail Seigel to 
active service, 422; trading system, 
424, 483, 559; regulations for trade 
with States in insurrection, 425, 450, 
506; see also PrincetonJ’^ the; case 
of the “Ann Hamilton,” 428-434; 
case of the “Express,” 437-440; 
Wallace suggested as Chief of Staff, 

440, 441; on capture of Plymouth, 

441, 449, 593; report from Train, 442; 

complaint to Pres, against, 448; com- 
plains to Marston of his staff, 449; 
asks special pardon for C. W. Newton, 
460; case of Vanderhoof, 460-463; 
in regard to distribution of Proclama- 
tion of Amnesty, 463; the Jared 
Thompson episode, 464-466, 553; 

Wilder states essentials in prosecution 
of plantations and support of surplus 
population to, 466; in cases of Brad- 
bury, Hill and Caffey, 467; reports on 
state of feeling of people of North 
Carolina, 468, 477; on obtaining 
information, 469; on dismissal of 
Day, 471'^73; Weitzel asks for place, 
473; Wright desires autograph of, 
474; advance to New Kent Coiut 
House, 477, 484, 487, 488; authorized 
to appoint officers, 478; authorized to 
grant furloughs for voting, 479; 
words of encouragement from Upham, 
481-483; on use of invisible ink, 483; 
the Dahlgren case, 484, 488, 493, 499, 
504, 509, 547, 571; in need of troops, 
485; in connection with robbery from 
Confederate officers, 486; preparing 
to meet enemy at Suffolk, 488, 491- 
495; dismissal of Col. A. D. Martin, 
489, 490; misunderstanding with 

Deming, 490, 495; raid towards 
XJrbana, 493; permit requested for 
Dimon, 495; plan for sweeping 
Peninsula, 498-501, 511; with regard 
to imprisonment of Billisoly, 502; with 
regard to Russian sailor, 502, 503, 
563, 595; in case of Misses Gaston and 


Manly, 503, 517; claims of Willing, 
505; the Wingfield case, 510; co- 
operation of Parker with, 511; reports 
from Miss Dix, 516, 538, 551; case of 
Martm and McCheney, 518; feeling of 
Grant for, 518; case of C. H. Foster, 
520; with regard to Masonic property, 
538; orders arrest of Armstead, 542; 
enemy’s designed attack on Norfolk, 
548, 549, 552, 555; with regard to re- 
lease of Morgan’s officers, 549 ; proposes 
sending women North, 554; clipping 
from Daily Commercial^ 555-556; claim 
of Dillon, 557 ; expedition to bum iron- 
clad at Plymouth, 558, 563; case of 
Whittimore, 565-567; claim of DriUen, 
568; transfer of Army recruits to 
Navy, 570, 598; tribute to Bean, 572; 
compared to Lincoln, 574; in connec- 
tion with the churches, 576; executor 
of A. J. Butler, 578-582; returns 
money to Pickett, 582; asks trans- 
portation pernait, 582, 600; case of 
Syme, 584-591; in regard to bringing 
away produce from Suffolk, 596; 
contributes autographs, 597; Weitzel 
requests transfer to Dept, of, 599 

Letters moM B. to 

Adjutant General of the Army^ the, 211 
Ames, B. T,, 345 

Andrew, Gov. John A., 137, 195, 336, 565 
Augur, Maj. General, 346 
Baker, Col. J. 0., 563 
Barnes, Brig. Gen. James, 156, 226, 262, 
271, 297 

Barney, Hiram, 192 
Beazeley, E. H., 290 
Beecher, Henry Ward, 489 
Bell, Major, 162 
Biggs, Colonel, 261 
Bimey, Gen. William, 293, 492 
Blair, F. P., 206 
Blair, Montgomery, 256, 503 
Bond, W. E., 402 
Boutelle, Commander, 228 
Boutwell, G. S., 405 
Bowden, H. M., 233 
Bowdoin, S. J., 177 
Bowen, Capt. L. S., 347 
Brooks, G. W., 305 
Buck and Co., J. A., 224 
Burrell, Mrs. M. A., 210 
Butler, Capt. J. T., 385 
Butler, Mrs. Sarah H., SIS, SIS 
Butts, Charles W., 239 
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Cameroriy Simon, 65 

Canhy, Gen. E. R. S., 220, 271, 503, 531, 
540, 541 

Carmen, J. L, 402 
Carter, David K., 65, 173 
Chandler, L. H., 177 

Chase, Salmon P., 21, 57, 59, 118, 123, 
146, 246, 272, 325, 359, 372, 570 
ChoUar, T. T., 349, 395 
Christian Commission, Secreiary of, 505 
Clark, W, S., 176 
Collins, Daniel, 308 
Committee of Citizens of New York, 44 
Conover, E. S., 346 
Coolidge, Jefferson, 351 
Creamer, David, 339 
Crouch, E. K., 50 
Cushing, Caleb, 72 
Dahlgren, Adm. J. A., 504 
Daniels, Edward, 572 
Doming, Col, H. C., 191, 490, 496 
Denny, Captain, 469 
Dent, John jP., 568 
De Pass, Capt. John, 122 
Dibble, C. B„ 353 
Dillon, William, 557 
Dix, Miss D. L,, 516 
Dix, Gen. John A., 385 
Dozier, J. L., 290 
Drillen, J.M., 568 
Duncan, Sherman Co., 104 
Evans, E. W., 157 
Falls, Col M. M„ 225 
Farragut, Mrs. D. G., 357 
Fay, Richard S., Jr., 349, 554 
Felton, S. M., 159 
Forbes, J. M., 222, 232, 243 
Foster, Mag. Gen. B., 240 
Foster, Mag. C, W., 477 
Fox, Capt 0. V., 177, 222, 241, 431, 437, 
555, 582 

Fry, Col. J. B., 196 
Fulton, C. C., 507 

Getty, Brig. Gen. G. W., 160, 177, 194, 
195, 223, 234, 242 
Gibson, Major, 280 
Gilmore, Gov. J. A., 353 
Goodwin, Captain, 234, 266 
Graham, Gen. C. K., 343, 350, 359, 565 
Orandy, J. J., 305 
Gransevoort, Captain, 243 
Graves, Mrs. Mary L., 538 
Eackett, John J., 806 
EackeU, John K., 579 
Ealkok, Gen. E. W., 810, $65, 408, 477, 
485 

Hamilton, Mag, Alexander, 109 


Eamlin, E., 414 
Hammond, C. G., 4ill 
Earaszthy, A., 395 
Harris, Lieut. Arnold, 264 
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Lee, Adm. S. P., 265, 267, 347, 406, 491, 
555, 558, 584, 598 

Lincoln, President, 172, 233, 241, 266, 
450, 460, 464, 469, 502, 569 
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Lockwood, Brig. General, 225, 237, 537 
Lyons, Mag. T. W., 316 
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Col W. S. 
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Skinner, Dr. Salmon, 199 
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96, 113, 123, 129, 142-146, 148, 158, 
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296, 300, 330, 331, 333, 336, 356, 359, 
380, 389, 407, 417, 418, 426, 429, 460, 
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Thompson, Miss Lillie J., 553 
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Wistar, Brig. Gen. I. J., 163, 357, 362, 
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Beall, John J., 537 
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Evans, E. W., 156 

Fay, Richard S., Jr., 35, 48, 245, 291, 334 
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lee, Adm. S. P., 550 
Lincoln, President, 272, 490 
Locke, Maj. E., 553 
Lookout/* 49 

McKinney, Chaplain, 555 
McLearn, J. G., 101 
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Train, Charles R., 442 
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Whddon, Col. C. M., 347 
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Wilder p Capt. C. B., 466 
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Frankie, Jones 
Concklin, J. C., 110 
Davis, Capt. R. S., 135 
Duncan, Colonel, 498 
Dunn, W. A., 499 
DuUon, Col. A. E., 360, 367 
Fox, G. V., 359, 372 
Frankie, Jones, 373, 378, 379 
Graham, Gen. C. K., 343, 351, 367, 373 
Gregory, Ca'ptain, 406 
Ealleck, Gen. E. W., 365, 369 
Eeckman, Gen. C. A., 360, 488, 493, 494, 
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Jones, Gilman, 135 
Kilpatrick, General, 488, 492, 493 
Lee, Aim. G. P., 367, 493, 494 
Lincoln, President, 295, 341, 400, 488, 
493, 547 

Lockwood, General, 351 
Marston, Gen. G., 278 
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Peck, Gen. John J., 367, 384 
Puffer, Capt. A. F., 135 
Richardson, Thomas, 407, 410 
Risley, E. A., 377 
Rucker, Gen. D. E., 343 
Sedgwick, Gen. John, 274, 369, 370, 381, 
384, 386 

Shaffer, Col. J. W., 135 
Smith, W. E., 378 

Stanton, Edwin M., 85, 142, 146, 147, 
159, 174, 206-208, 257, 258, 337, 345, 
366, 377, 396, 400, 401, 407, 413, 418, 
484, 499, 551 
Taylor, Franklyn, 111 
Townsend, E. D., 135 
Vincent, Maj. T. M., 379 
Watson, P. E., 365 
West, Col. R. M., 343, 493 
White, Major, 501 
Wild, Gen. E. A., 473, 488 
Wistar, Gen. 1. J., 274, 338, 351, 360, 
366, 367, 378, 879, 399, 405, 410, 488, 
499 

Telegrams to B. from 

Blair, Montgomery, 503 
Chase, Salmon P., 571 
Ealleck, Gen. H. IF., 376 
Eardie, J. A., 160 
Eeckman, Oen. C. A., 337 
lAncoln, President, 488, 517, 547 
Morrison, Col. J. J., 595 


Sedgwick, Gen. John, 274, 369, 381, 383, 
386 

Shaffer, Col. J. W., 211 
Stanton, Edwin M., 40, 85, 135, 141, 146, 
160, 174, 175, 366, 400, 548, 550, 552, 
563, 582, 583 
Taylor, Franklyn, 111 
Townsend, E. D., 135, 570 
Vincent, Gen. Thomas, M., 575 
Weitzel, Gen. Godfrey, 473 
Wistar, Gen. 1. J., 321, 340, 341, 361, 401 

Butler, Benjamin I., 164 
Butler, Blanche, 139, 163; letter to Paul 
Butler from, 216; 515 
Butler, Capt. J. T., letter from B. to, 385 
Butler, Malachi, 385 
Butler, Paul, 164; letter from Mrs. B 
to, 194; letter from Blanche Butler to 
216 

Butler, Mrs. Benjamin F., letter from 
Hildreth to, 29; invited to visit 
Cameron, 58, 65; invites Camerons 
for visit, 54, 76, 84; letters to Mrs. 
Heard from, 139, 163; in Washington, 
139; arrival at Government House, 
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letter to Paul from, 194; trip to 
Norfolk, 194; letters from B. to, 513, 
515; letter from McMurdy to, 575, 584 
Butler, Silas, B.’s great uncle, 385 
Butler, Susannah, 386 
Butler, William Allen, 46 
Butler, Zephaniah, B.’s grandfather, 385 
Butterfield, Gen. Daniel, 71; letter to 
B. from, 273 

Butts, Charles W., letter from B. to, 239 
C 

Caffee, Capt. S. A., 444 
Caffey, John, 488 
California, 191 
Camden County, 257, 269 
Camden Coxmty and Ballyhead Military 
Station, the Committee of, 223 
Cameron, Simon, letter to B. from, 58; 
tribute to B., 58; B. invited to visit, 
58, 395; letter from B. to, 65; invited 
to visit B., 65, 78 
Cameron, Mrs. Simon, 65, 395 
Campbell, Mrs. See Van Slack, Mrs. 
Campbell, Lewis D., letter to Wilson 
from, 105; letters to B. from, 105, 112 
Camp Bisland, 101 
Canal Bank, Hie, 7, 560, 561 
Canby, Brig. Gen. Edward R. S., 175, 
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203; letters from B. to, 220, 503, 531, 
540, 541; 246, 271, 336, letter from, 
Shaffer to, 413; letters to B. from, 
428, 430, 450, 530, 540; 534, 563; 
letter from Banks to, 588 
Cannady, Colonel, 594 
Canton, 37, 499 

Cape Cod, recruiting in towns on, 249 
Cape Henry, 330 
Carien, William, 311 
Carlisle, Capt. Josiah H., 234 
Carman, George F., letter to B. from, 107 
Carmen, J. I., letter from B. to, 402 
“Carrie Martin,” the, 139 
Carter, David K., letter to B. from, 20; 
letters from B. to, 65, 173; friendliness 
of George for, 65; asked to give B. 
political situation in Washington, 65, 
78, 115-117, 133 
Carter, Mrs. David K., 174 
Cashmeyer, 564 
Caskie, John, 237 

Cassels, Capt. John, 328, 447, 502, 503 
Castle Thunder, 401 

Chamber of Commerce, the N, Y., 
resolution of, 41 

Chamberlain, John, letter to B. from, 76; 

B.’s reply to, 77 
Chancellorsville, 141 

Chandler, L. H., letter from B. to, 177; 
593 

Chapin's Farm, 361, 368, 382, 383 
Charg5 d’ Affairs of France. See Oeofroy, 
M. 

Charles City Court House, 208, 251, 260, 
361 

Charleston, 62, 63, 91, 94, 106, 108, 109, 
114, 147, 442, 583, 584 
Charleston Convention, the, 583 
Charters, Reuben P., 308 
Chase, Miss, 139, 297, 320 
Chase, Mrs., 233 
Chase, Capt. Edward E., 415 
Chase, Salmon P., letters from Denison 
to, 3, 7, 8, 17, 28, 46, 57; letters to B. 
from, 15, 57, 112, 120, 209, 384; 
friendliness for B. of, 15, 137; letters 
from B. to, 21, 57, 59, 118, 123, 146, 
246, 272, 325, 359, 372, 570; friendli- 
ness of B. for, 27, 60, 64; on B.'s return 
to New Orleans. 57, 72, 78; opinions 
on currency, 119; indorses B's LouisiN 
ana policy, 186; B. asks advice on 
transportation of grain of, 146; letter 
from Stanton to, 175, 179; gives 
permits in other departments, 179; 
letter to Seward from> 202, 261, 829; 


on declaring Newbern free port, 372, 
384; candidate for President, 513, 518, 
553, 554; telegram to B. from, 571; 
592, 600 

Cheat Mountain, 124 
Chesapeake, 166 
Chesapeake Hospital, the, 336 
Chicago, 78, 90, 99, 110 
Chickahominy, the, 383, 413, 414, 549, 
552, 565 

Chollar, Ferdinand D., 240, 349, 395 
Chollar, Jared, 349 

Chollar, T. T,, letters from B. to, 349, 
395 

Chowan County, 269; B. answers com- 
mittee of citizens of, 402 
Chowan River, the, 224, 311, 329, 358, 
429, 512 

Christian Commission, the, letter from 
B. to, 505; Willing delegate of, 505 
“Christians,” petition to be excused 
from taking oath of allegiance, 290 
Citizens’ Bank of Louisiana, the, 43, 44 
Citizens’ Bank of New Orleans, the, 105 
“City of New York,” the, 216, 325 
City of Norfolk, 263, 264 
City Point, 165, 167, 205, 214, 248, 333, 
426, 427, 516, 517, 541, 542, 547, 551 
Clapp, CapL. D. E., 437, 439, 440, 449 
Clark. Sec Clarke, John 
Clark, Capt. R. C., 570 
Clark, W. S., letter from B. to, 176 
Clarke, H. C., 348 
Clarke, James, 206 

Clarke, John, 77, 78, 93; letter to B. 

from, 97; 109; ordered to join B., 135 
Clark’s Farm, 340 
Clay, Mr., 592 
Clingman’s Brigade, 501 
Coklwaier, 61 
Cole, Colonel, 495 
Coleman, Mrs., 395 
Cole’s Cavalry, 519 
<k)lfax, Speaker, 440 

Collins, Dankd, Mayor of Portsmouth, 
Va., 155; letter to Mayor Smith, 155; 
ou question of slavery, 155; letter to 
Barnesfrom, 155; letter from B. to, 308 
Colored Troops, the U. S. Ist. Ileg’t. of, 
180, 181, 471, 472, 489; 2d Reg’t. of, 
495, 519; 4th Reg’t. of, 409; 10th 
Reg’t. of, 289, 478, 566 
Columbus, 147 

Commissioner of Exchange of Prisoners, 
B. appointed, 247, 248, 286 
Commissioner of Xntomal Revenue, 
see Dmuont O 0 orge 8, 
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Committee of Citizens of N.Y., letter 
from B. to, 44 

Co mmi ttee of Public Safety, the, 50 
Concklin, James C., telegram from B. to, 
110 

Concord, N.H., 79, 144 
Cone Sound, 152 
Confederate Army, the, 250-252 
Confederate Congress, the, 570 
Confederate Government, the, 36, 37; 
appropriation of money by, 246; 
refuses to recognize B., 248, 273, 286; 
communication with XJ. S. government 
by Flag of Truce of, 286; controversy 
with B. concerning execution of pris- 
oners, 310-316. See also Jones, Friv, 
Samuel. See also Bright, Daniel 
Confederate Loan, the, 154 
Confederate money, 570, 571 
Confederate States, the, 154; President 
of, see Davis, Jefferson; Sec. of 
State, see Benjamin, J. P.; shipping 
of tobacco by French Government 
from, 236 

Confederates, 11, 12, 104, 570 
Confederacy, the, 9, 359 
“Congress,” the, 266 
Congress, the U. S., 69, 88, 204, 208, 465, 
540 

Connecticut, Gov. of, see Buckingham 
William A.; 40, 41, 211, 213 
Connecticut Volunteers, the, 7th RegT. 
of, 95; 12th Reg’t. of, 103; 13th 
Reg’t. of, 69, 103; 21st. Reg’t. of, 349 
362, 365 

Connelly, Lieut. Henry M., 279 
Conners, P. T., 302 
Conner and Son, H. W., 104 
Conover, H. S., letter from B. to, 346; 

in connection with cider shipment, 346 
Consul of Austria, vice, see Hane- 
winkel, W. 

Consul, British. See WUson, John S.; 

Acting, see Coppell, George 
Consul of France, see Mercier, Henri. 

See also Paul, Monsieur. 

Cook, Captain, 316 
Cook, Lieut. Col. C., 493, 499 
Cooke, A. T. M., 262 
Cooke, Major, prisoner, 484 
Copage, ‘William N., 311 
Coolidge, Jefferson, 291; letter from to, 
351 

Coppell, George, Acting British Consul, 
586 

Corinth, 25 
Cork, Ireland, 154 


Corps d’Afrique, the, 338 
Corpus Christi, 124 

Cottman, Thomas, 14, 90; letters to B. 
from, 100, 101; 124; applies for seat in 
Congress, 204; signer of Ordinance of 
Secession, 204 
Courier, the, 97 
Cowen, Doctor, 304 
Crab Point, 294 
Crane, Mr., 164 
Craney Island, 289 

Creamer, David, letter from B. to, 339 
Crouch, E. K., letter to B. from, 49; 

letter from B. to, 50 
Crump, Nance and Williams, 161 
Crumpton, Charles, 569 
“Cumberland,” the, 266 
Cumming’s Point, 113, 147 
Cunningham, Thomas, 266 
Currituck, the District of, 495 
Currituck County, 234, 269 
Curry, Mr., 161 

Curtin, A. G., Gov- of Pennsylvania, 281 
Cushing, Caleb, letters to B. from, 71, 
72, 73; letter from B. to, 72 

D 

Dahlgren, Adm. J. A., 488; letter from 
B. to, 504; letters to B. from, 504, 509 
Dahlgren, Col. Ulric, 91, 95, 484, 488, 
493, 499, 504, 509, 519, 547, 571 
Daily Commercial, the Cincinnati, 555 
Daily Richmond Sentinel, the, 235 
Dallman, H., 244 

Dana, C. A., 378, 429, 430, 431, 593 
“Daniel Webster,” the, 491 
Daniels, Edward, letter from B. to, 572 
Danville, 147, 366, 415 
“Dashing Wave,” the, 177, 223 
Davenport, Commander, 450 
Davenport, John J., Secretary to B., 198, 
199, 558 

Davis, Colonel, 126 

Davis, Jefferson, 18, 20, 21, 63, 236, 
273, 330; message of, 246; proclama- 
tion of, 248, 259, 418 
Davis, Capt. R. S., 109, 135; letter to 
Adm. Lee from, 151; asks cooperation 
of navy from Lee, 151, 160, 162, 237 ; 
General Orders issued by. No. 10, 298, 
No. 46, 183, 260; letter from Wistar 
to, 408 

Dawes, H. L., letter to B. from, 292 
Day, G. E. H., 473 

Day, Lieut. Henry M., 271, 471; letter 
to Townsend from, 472 
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Dayton, Oiiio, 112 
Decision Book, No. 2, 6 
Declaration of Exchange, the, 333, 426, 
427, 476 

Deep Creek, 244, 495 
Delmonico’s, 115 
Delta, the, 14, 71, 350, 351, 525 
Deming, Mrs. H. C., 191, 491, 496 
Deming, Col. Henry C., letters to B. 
from, 190, 495; arranges interview 
with B., 191; letters from B. to, 191, 
490, 496; misunderstanding of B, with, 
490, 495 

Democratic Party, the New, 111 
Denegre, James D., 44 
Denison, George S. letters to Chase from, 
3, 8, 17, 28, 46, 57; chooses office of 
Commissioner of Internal Revenue, 3; 
estimate of Banks 3, 8, 9, 17, 29, 46, 47; 
distrust of Zachary, 3; estimate of B., 3, 
8, 17, 18, 29, 46, 47; letter to B. from, 
4; on exchange of prisoners, 9, 30 
Denny, Capt. J. W., 260; letter from B. 
to, 469 

Dent, John F., letter from B. to, 568 
Department of Annapolis, the, 67 
Department of Eastern Virginia, B, 
appointed to command of, 67, 158 
Department of the Gulf, the, 4; military 
movements commenced in, 8; B. 
ordered to resume command of, 15, 
21, 22, 34, 35; 17, 18; B.’s proposition 
accepted, 20; 24, 28, 48, 54, 69, 105, 
129, 187 

Department of the Navy, the, 118 
Department of New York, 07 
Department of the North, the, 94 
Department of North Carolina, 150 
Department of the South, the, 133 
Department of the Treasury, the, 162; 
McLean charged with defrauding, 199, 
200, 201, 261, 385, 400; regulations 
from, 433 

Department of Virginia and North 
Carolina, the, 175, 192 
Department of War, the, 2, 7, 40, 58, 66; 
General Orders by, No. 12, 67, No, 
48, 204, 205, No. 66, 68, No. 91, 570, 
No. 151, 85, 86, No. 212, 320, No. 252, 
481, No. 283, 211; lOl, 115, IIB, 127, 
129, 130, 134, 158, 161, 175, 202, 596 
De Pass, Capt, John, letter from B. to, 
122 

Derickson, 14 

Dibble, C. B., 268, letter from B. to, 858 
Dibble, James C., 168, 169; letters to B. 
from, 169 


Dillon, William, letter from B. to, 557 
Dimon, C. L., 495 

Dismal Swamp Canal, the, 144, 160, 269 
Disosway, Lieut., 401 
District of Columbia, 31 
District of Columbia, 1st Cavalry, 563 
Dix, Miss D. L., letters to B. from, 516, 
538, 551; letter from B. to, 516 
Dix, Gen. John A., question of rank, 66, 
67; date of appointment of, 67, 75, 
327; letter from B. to, 385; 503 
Dixon, James. See Ryan, John 
Donaldsonville, 3, 102 
Donnelly, Mr., 172 
Douglas, Frederick, 417 
Dow, Gen. Neal, escape of, 413; exchange 
of, 414 

Downey, Samuel, 244 
Dower’s Hill, 494 

Dozier, J. L., see Christians'^ ; letter 
from B. to, 290 

Drillen, J. M., letter from B. to, 568 
Drummond, Judge, 99 
Drummondtown, 289, 319, 537 
Drury’s Bluff, 382, 383 
Duncan, Colonel, 375, 409, 494; tele- 
grams from B. to, 498 
Duncan Sherman & Co., letter to B. 

from, 104; letter from B. to, 104 
Dungda, Capt. R. C., 302 
Dunham, Mr., 513 

Dunn, W. A., telegram from B. to, 499 
Dupont, 91 
Durant, Mrs., 126 

Durant, Thomas I., member Commia- 
,sion, 7; 125, 126, 561 
Dutton, Col. A. IL, telegrams from B. 
to, 360, 367; 594 

E 

Eauuy’s Diviaiotsr, 363, 552 
EasLlimrn, Mr., 510 

Ea.sl(iru Sliore of Virginia, the, 207, 238, 
559, 577 

EaatvilUs Va., rm, 559 
Eaton, <k)l()n(9, 94 
**K, C, Knight,” the, 443 
Edgar, (Japt. (J. P., letter to B. from, 
440; letter from Wallace to, 440 
Edmanda, Major, 245 
Edmands, J. Wiley, 245 
Edson, Dr., 250 

Edson, Elizabeth. See Mm Lizzie 
Edwards, Mi?., 218 

Edwards, E. T., in charge of Dismal 
Swamp Canal, 160 
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“Ella and Annie/’ the, 153, 154, 171 
Elizabeth City, 194, 195 
Elizabeth City County, 459 
EUcott, Capt* John Y., letter from Wild 
to, 270; 312-315 
El Paso, 8$ 

Elwell, Colonel, 494 
Elzey’s Brigade, 501 

Emancipation Proclamation, the, 32, 
111, 155, 156 
Endicott, A., 245 
England, 56, 75, 105 
Enquirer, the Richmond, 182 
“Essex,” the, 86, 87; Master of, 87, 88, 
89 

Etheridge, Mr., 190 
Eunermoser, 589 
“Eutaw,” the, 450 

Evans, Estwick, letters to B. from, 111 
Evans, E. W., letter to B. from, 156; 

letter from B. to, 157 
Examiner, the Richmond, 331, 397, 399, 
408, 417 

“Express,” the, 437-440 

F 

Faiefax Court House, 244 
Falls, Col. Moore M., letter from B, to, 
225 

Farquhar, Captain, 218, 400, 511, 512 
Farr, Mr., 157, 158 
Farr, Mrs., 157, 158 

Farragut, Mrs. D. G., letter from B. to, 
357 

Farragut, Rear Adm, D. G., 209 
Farrar, E. D., 104 
Faustenberg, Levi, 385 
Fay, Mr., 351 
Fay, Joseph S., 554 
Fay, Richard S., Sr., 245 
Fay, Richard S., Jr., 176; letters to B. 
from, 35, 48, 245, 291, 334; business 
transactions with B., 49; 245, 291, 292, 
334, 349; letters from B. to, 349, 554 
Felton, S. M., letter to B. from, 158; 

letter from B. to, 159 
Ferguson, Mrs. S, G., in “Stolen” silver 
case, 523-536 
Perry Point, Va., 416 
Field, Colonel, B. questions loyalty of, 
350 

Field, David C. G., 43, 50, 92, 521, 522, 
528, 529, 530, 532, 534; letters to B. 
from, 533, 535 

Field, David Dudley, letter to Lincoln 
from, 97 


Field, M. B., Ass’t. sec. of Treas., 209 
“Fingal,” the, 91 
Finnegan, Lieut. Col. Henry, 123 
Fintre, Mr., 50 
Fitchburg, 137 

Flanders, B. F., 15; letters to B. from, 
71, 137; 120, 121 

Florence, See Eildreih, Miss Florence 

Flusser, Captain, 372 

Flynn, Mr., 172 

Folk Island, 92 

Folly Island, 92 

Foote, 91 

“Forbes,” the, 330 

Forbes, James, 311 

Forbes, John M., letters from B. to, 222, 
232, 243; letters to B. from, 242, 245 
Ford’s Bridge, 549, 550, 552 
Forney, Mr., 110, 111, 576 
Fort Butler, 102 
Fort Calhoun, 247 
Fort Caswell, 265 
Fort Clark, 144 
Fort Davis, 83 
Fort Delaware, 507 
Fort Gray, 594, 595 
Fort Hatteras, 143, 146 
Fort Hudson, 124 
Fort Jackson, 561 

Fort McHenry, 214, 233, 252, 287, 288, 
537 

Fort Macon, 62, 229, 369 
Fort Magruder, 376, 484, 563 
Fort Monroe, 135, 182, 541, 542, 575 
Fort Norfolk, 171, 214, 265, 272, 287; 
Commanding Officer at, see Frankie, 
Col. Jones 

Fort Powhatan, 584 

Fortress Monroe, 26, 61, 62, 75, 150, 153, 
167, 219, 237, 293, 336, 571, 574 
Fort Wagner, 114, 133 
Port Wool, 247 
“Foster,” the, 258, 379 
Poster, Mr., Agent Union Steamship 
Co., 199 

Foster, Maj. Gen. B., 140, 142, 164, 173, 
175, 205, 230; letter from B. to, 240; 
asked to report on loss of money, 240, 
241; 279, 503 
Poster, Mrs. B., 139, 140 
Foster, Capt. C. H., letter to Schroeder 
from, 401, 520 
Foster’s Mill, 593 

Foster, Maj. C. W., 473; letter from B. 
to, 477 

Fox, G. V., letters from B. to, 177, 222, 
241, 431, 437, 555, 582; Ass’t. Sec. of 
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Navy, 222; letter to B. from, 223; 
telegrams from B. to, 359, 372; 487 
France, 34, 75; The Envoy Extraordinary 
and Minister Plenipotentiary of His 
Majesty the Emperor of, se^Mercier, 
Henri; 168; shipping of tobacco by 
Government of, 235; Consul from, 
see Paul, Monsieur 

Frankie, Col. Jones, telegrams from B. 
to, 373, 378, 379; letter from Wessell 
to, 386 

Franktown, Va., 281 
Fraud Acts, the, 212 
Frazer, Mr., 467 
Fredericksburg, 73, 158, 549 
Freeman, Rev. Enoch W., 50, 51 
Fremont, General, question of rank, 67, 
85, 86; date of appointment of, 67, 
68; 82, 574, 575 

French, Col. Jonas H., letter to Stafford 
from, 54, 55, 56; resignation of, 72, 220 
French Minister, sec France 
Fry, Col. James B., letter from B. to, 
190; letter from Pierpont to, 279 
Fuller, Mrs. A. E., house taken for 
military use, 300, 301, 302, 303; 
letters from Banks to, 301, 302; bill 
against U, S., 303; letter from Andrew 
to Banks introducing, 303 
Fuller, Mrs. Eugene, see Fuller, Mrs. 
A. E. 

Fuller, Margaret, 303, sec also Ossoli, 
Countess 

Fuller, Timothy, 303 

Fulton, C. C., letter from B. to, 507 

G 

Gaines, General, 124 
Galt, Capt. James, 352 
Galveston, 11, 23, 47, 92, 120, 124, 535 
Gapen, Mr., 20$ 

Gardener, D. L., 327 
Gardner, Charles P., letter to Bpcar 
from, 311 

Garnett, Mrs. M. R. H., 547 
Garysburg, 449 
Gaston, Miss, 205, 503, 517 
Gaston House, the, 161 
Gaylord, Aaron, 225 

General-in-Chief, see Ilalleokj Cm, //. 
W. 

“Gen. Jessup,*' the, 254 
Geofroy, M., Charg4 d* Affairs of France, 
542 

George, Mrs., 574 

George, Capt. Paul R., 80; letters to B. 


from, 36, 79; warns B. against Col. 
Butler, 36; friendliness for Carter of, 
65, 71; to meet Weed, 73; advises B., 
79; illness of, 79, 92; death of, 481, 
514, 515; will of, 574 
Georgetown, 34, 90 
Georgia, 154, 171, 331, 586 
Gerolt, Baron von, Prussian Minister, 
86, 196; in “Essex” case, 87, 89 
Getty, Brig. Gen. George W., letters 
from B. to, 160, 177, 194, 195, 223, 
234, 242; 204; Wild’s communication 
to, 205; letter from citizens of Pas- 
quotank County to, 311 
Gettysburg, 141 

Gibson, Major, letter from B. to, 280 
Gillis, John, 523 
Gillis, Lieut. J. V., 416 
Gillis, M., in “Stolen” silver case, 523- 
536 

Gillis, Mrs. M., in “Stolen” silver case, 
523-536 

Gillmore, Gen. Q. A., 79; in Dept, of 
the South, 80, 91, 95, 133; 442 
Gilman, see Jones, Gilman 
Gilmore, J. A., Gov. New Hampshire, 
332; letter to B. from, 332; letter 
from B. to, 353 

Giorgi, Count, Minister Resident of 
Austria, 172 
Glenn, Mr., 84, 92 
Gloucester County, 468 
Gloucester Point, 375, 493 
Goddess of Liberty, the, by Mills, 34 
Godwin, Parke, letter to B. from, 575 
Goldsboro, 593 
Goncet, M., 447 

Goodwin, Captain, letters from B. to, 234, 
2GC; 443 

Goodwin, Private, 145 
Gordon, Brig. General, 442 
Gordon, M., 104 

Gosport Navy Yard, 194, 234, 218 
Gouch, Mr,, 16 
Govmmu^ut House, the, 140 
Graliam, Captain, 279, 5.37 
Graham, Brig. (Jen. (Jiarles K., request 
for post under B., 141, 142; record of, 
141; in gunl)oat affair, 17B; 234, 243; 
expedition to Wilmington, 265, 260; 
telegrams from B. to, 343, 351, 367, 
373; letters from B. to, ,356, 350, 565; 
54B 

Grandy, Jonathan J., letter from B, to, 
305 

Gransevoort, Captain, letter from B. to, 
243 
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Grant, Commander Henry D., letter to 
Puffer from, 550 

Grant, Gen. U. S., 12, 25, 26; mentioned 
for Presidency, 99; 102, 114, 125, 176, 
440; head of Army, 514, 551; feeling 
toward B. of, 518 

Graves, Mrs. Mary L., 383; letter from 
B, to, 538 

Gray, James A., 153, 154, 171, 172 
Gray, Rev. M., 577 
Gray, John F., letter to B. from, 406 
Great Bridge, 555 
Great Britain, 34, 171 
Great Wicomisco, the, 428 
Greeley, Horace, 97; appointment with 
B., 115; 150. 

Greely, Mr., head of the gunboat ring, 178 

Green, Major, 19, 20 

Green, Lieut. N. H., 439 

Greene, William B., letter to B. from, 543 

Greenville, 594 

Gregg, General, 147 

Gregory, Captain, telegram from B. to, 
406 

“Grenade,” the, 168 

Gridley, Thomas E., letter to B. from, 
281 

Griffin, J. A. 0., letter to B. from, 18; 

tribute to B. from, 19 
Griffins, Colonel, 312 
Grover, General, unpopular in New 
Orleans, 19 

Guerillas, 269, 270, 312 
Gurowski, Count Adam, letters to B. 
from, 53, 348 

Gurowsky Count, see Gurowski, Count 
Adam 

H 

H., General, see Hamilton, General 
Hackett, John J., letter from B. to, 306 
Hackett, John K., letter to B. from, 578; 

letter from B. to, 579 
Haggerty, Maj. P. H., 367, 466, 534, 591 
Hahn, Mr., 120, 124, 134 
“Halfway” House, 552 
Halifax, 267, 380, 387, 441, 449 
Hall & Co., 0. E., 43, 44 
Hallcek, Gen. H. W., 25, 27, 41; to lose 
position, 71; possible candidate for 
Sec. of War, 72; desires to replace 
Hooker, 73; 118, 165; letter to B. 
from, 273; letters from B. to, 310, 365, 
408, 477, 485; 863; telegrams from B. 
to, 865, 869; telegram to B. from, 376; 
telegram to Sedgwick from, 397; 
telegram from Sedgwick to, 397; 440, 


475, 477, 518, 549; telegram from 
Meade to, 552 

Hamilton, General, 41, 121, 122, 126 
Hamilton, Mr., owner “St. Maurice,” 100 
Hamilton, Mr., correspondent in N. 0. 
for Times, 447 

Hamilton, Maj. Alexander, letters to B. 
from, 52, 108; offers services to B., 
108; letter from B. to, 109; 133 
Hamilton, N. C., 558, 594 
Hamilton, Col. Schuyler, 12 
Hamlin, Colonel, 103 
Hamlin, Vice President, 338 
Hamlin, H., 230; letter to B. from, 414; 

letter from B. to, 414 
Hammond, C. G., letter to B. from, 411; 

letter from B. to, 411 
Hampton Roads, 217 
Hanewinkel, W,, Vice-Consul of Austria, 
172, 196 

Hanover Junction, 368, 549 
Haraszthy, A,, letter from B. to, 395 
Haraszthy, H., letter to B. from, 379 
Hardie, James A., 66, 160, 174, 175, 193, 
425 

Harding, Senator, 506 
Harper, Messrs., 70 
“Harriet Lane,” the, 11, 47 
Harris, Mrs., 564 

Harris, Lieut. Arnold, letter from B. to, 
264; expedition to Wilmington, 264, 
265, 266 
Harrisburg, 58 
Harrison, Mr., 479 
Harrison, Samuel J., 236 
Harrison’s Bar, 167 
Hart & Co., 590 
Hatteras, 62, 582, 600 
“Hatteras,” the, 47 
Hatteras Inlet, 152, 358, 372 
Haupt, Col. H., 117 
Havana, 221 
Hay, 35 

Hayden, Levi, letter to B. from, 316 
Heard, Mrs. Harriet H., letters from Mrs. 

Butler to, 139, 163, 249, 293 
Heathsville, 542 

Heaton, Col. David, letters to B. from, 
151, 238, 317; letters from B. to, 196, 
317; 200, 226, 294; collection of 
revenue tax, 297; question of cutting 
timber, 316, 317; 329, 330, 391, 392 
Heckman, Brig, Gen. C. A., 821; tele- 
gram to B. from, 337 ; telegrams from 
B. to, 860, 488, 492-494, 498, 499; 
letter from Shaffer to, 425 ; reinforce- 
ments ordered to report to, 488, 492; 
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401; Birney ordered to join, 401, 405^; 
ordered to relieve Birney, 493; report 
from, 494; letters from B. to, 552, 555 
Hedrick, Jolm A., 391 
Heintsleman, General, suggested to 
replace Hooker, 73 

Henning, Maj. B. S., letter to B. from, 
411 

Henry, C. S., letters from B. to, 388, 
424, 509; letters to B. from, 423, 483, 
559; appointed Special Treasury Agent, 
423 

Eeraldy the New York, 77, 78, 85, 134, 
150, 173 

Herbert, Capt. J. K., letters to B. from, 
99, 120, 125, 133, 566; meeting with 
Banks of, 121, 126; arrangement with 
King & Pennoek, 133, 134, 565-567 
‘‘Hercules,’’ the, 428 
Hertford, 331 
Hewitt, Major, 562 
Hewitt, Mayor, pays troops, 7 
H. G. See GreeUy^ Horace 
H, H. C., Captain, 278, 280 
Higgins, Judge, 99 

Highland, John, letter to B. from, 535 
Hildreth & Co., D. M., 43, 44 
Hildreth, Fisher A., letters to B. from, 
4, 81, 170, 203, 574; asks selling price 
of the yacht, 4, 30; letter to Mrs. B. 
from, 29; to meet Weed, 73; 79, 140, 
249; tobacco transaction with B., 203 
Hildreth, Miss Florence, 130, 214, 216 
Hildreth, Israel, death of, 30 
Hildreth, Lauretta, 293 
Hill, Captain, 409 
Hill, Thomas, 370 
Hilton Head, 61, 62, 91, 95 
Hinks, Brig. Gen. Edward W., letter to 
B. from, 136; letter from B. to, 137; 
desired by B. for Commandant of De- 
pot, 144; ordered to join B., 548 
Hinton, Col. James W., 3, 10; letter to 
B. from, 312; letter from B. to, 314 
Hitchcock, Maj, Gen. K. A., matter of 
exchange of prisoners under, 147, 214, 
233; sent to consult B., 214; letters 
to B. from, 214, 357; letters from B. 
to, 215, 233, 296, 352, 486; appoints 
B. Commissioner of Exchange of 
Prisoners, 247, 248; letters from Quid 
to, 248, 337; B. asks release of Thomp- 
son, 296; 582, 583 
Hodge, Col. William H., 101 
Hoffman, Mr,, 829, 330 
Hoffman, Col. WUliam, letters from B. 
to, 435, 507, 588, 597 


Hoke’s Brigade, 332, 382, 593 
Holabird, Col. S. B., 113, 120, 133, 528, 
529, 536 

Holcomb’s Legion Cavalry, 414 
Holland, 154 
Hollowing Point, 347 
Holly Spring, Miss., 37 
Holmes, 0. B., 478 

Holt, Col. Joseph, letters from B. to, 207, 
256, 266, 341, 425; 213, 241 
Homan, Isaac, 107, 108 
Honla, 96 

Hood’s Brigade, 363 
Hooker, General, 1, 71, 73, 180 
Hooker, Lieutenant, 511 
Hopkins, Dr., 551 

Hopkins, William C., 292, 431, 432; 
letter to B. from, 512; letter from B. 
to, 512 

Horn, Private, 161 
Horton, Lieut. William L., 204, 205 
Houghton, Mr., 462 
Houston, Gen. Sam, 12, 83 
Howard, Mr., sent to Richmond for 
information, 478, 479; 552 
Howe, Dr., 196 
Howe, Judge, 112 
Howe, Frank, 28 
Howell, Judge, 126 
Hubbard, Mr., 103 
“Hull,” the, 367 
Hume’s Scouts, 414 
Hunt, Lieut., 200 
Hunt Case, the, 198, 231 
Hunt, Seth B., 46 
Hunter, 18, 91 
Hunt’s Battery, 409 

Hurlburt, Gen. S. A., B. introduces Fay, 
Jr., to, 291, 292, 334; letter from B. 
to, 292 

Hutchins, A. J. B., Statement from, 329, 
358 

nulchin.s(>ii, Lieut., 480 
HuieluriHon, Mrs,, 233 
Hyde County, 342 

I 

“IniouviLLio,” the, 113 
Illinois, 100, 117 
Indiana, 117, 149, 106 
Indiana Volunteers, the, 21st Rcg’t. of, 
103 

Internal Revenue Tax, the, 339, 340 
Intenial Trade Regulations, the, 202 
Ittvalide Corps, the, 146 
Iowa, 117 
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Irvine, Captain, 251 

Irwin, Richard B., Special Orders issued 
by. No. 80, 48, No. 82, 48 
Irwin, Capt. WilKam H., 502 
Isaacs, M. S., letters from B. to, 371, 412 
Italy, Minister to, see Owen, Robert 
Dale 

Ivor Station, 493 

J 

Jackson, 220 

Jackson, Gen. Andrew, 1 

Jackson, James, 359 

Jackson Raiboad Depot Office, the, 536 

Jacobs, 14 ^ 

James, Captain, 178, 540 
James, Horace, letters from B. to, 179, 
210; appointed chaplain of District of 
North Carolina, 188; letter to B. 
from, 224 
James, John, 236 

James River, the, 151, 166, 167, 188, 
208, 549, 565, 584 
Jameson, Major, 210 
Jewett, Mr., 308 
Jocknicks, Captain, 161 
Johnson, Captain, 297, 319 
Johnson, D. G., 75 
J ohnson, Mary Jane, 540 
Johnson, Reverdy, 583 
Johnson, spy, 19 

Johnson's Island, 128, 129, 251, 274, 486 
Johnston, arrest of, 253 
Johnston, Capt. George H., letter from 
J. F. Smith to, 155, 329 
Jones’ Bridge, 549 

Jones, Eliza A. See Van Lieu, Miss 
Jones, Gilman, 58, 71, 135 
Jones, James Ap.,” 228, 319, 564, 565 
Jones, Newton C., 311 
Jones, Samuel, hanging of, 310-316 
Jones, Thomas Ap., 485 
Jordan, B. asks for deed of emancipation 
for, 57, 313 

Jourdan, Col. J., Special Orders by. No. 
9, 270; letter from B, to, 350; B. 
suggests promotion of, 350, 365, 369 
Journal, the, 483 

K 

Kansas, 91, 115, 122, 136, 191 

KoefF, Father C., letter from B. to, 519 

Keegan, Louisa A., 38, 39 

Keegan & McCann, 38, 39 

Keesc, Colonel, 495 


Kellogg, Dr., 19 

Kellogg, John D., letter to B. from, 138; 
B’s reply to, 139 

Kelly, David, letter from B. to, 232 
Kemper’s Brigade, 332, 382 
Kennedy, Capt. S., 567 
Kensel, Capt. George A., letters to B. 

from, 92, 109; 140 
Kentucky, 38, 117, 196 
Kernahan, A., 37 
Kerns, Private, 341 
Ketchum, A. C., 75 
Keyes, Capt. H. W., 487 
Key West, 566 

Kilbum, Provost Marshal, 524 
Kilpatrick, General, at New Kent Court 
House, 484, 487, 488, 491; telegrams 
from B. to, 488, 492, 493; ordered to 
march to Gloucester Point, 493, 494, 
499; raid of, 501, 508; at King’s and 
Queen’s Court House, 519 
Kilpatrick’s Cavalry, 519 
King, General, 543 
King, Charles, 46 

King, Horatio, letter to B. from, 31; 32 
King & Pennock, 133, 134 
Kmg and Queen’s Court House, 493 
Kingston, N. C., 377, 416 
Kinsman, Lieut. Colonel, 293 
“Kinsman,” the, 47 

Kinsman, Gen. J. Burnham, letters to 
B. from, 115, 116; notified to join B., 
135; superintendent negro affairs, 187, 
188, 222, 548, 573; letters from B. to, 
253; B. introduces Tatem to, 253; 
difficulty with Wistar, 573 
Kinston, 593, 594 
Kohn, Bernard, 328 

Kruttschnidt, J., Acting Prussian Consul, 
87; in “Essex” case, 87, 88, 89 

L 

Labitat, Mr., of Havana, 221 
Lachane, Spy, 19 
Ladd, J., letter to B. from, 98 
Ladd, Lieut. William J., 204, 205 
Lafourche, the, 13, 102, 104 
Lake Ponchartrain, 129, 220 
Lancaster County, 146, 275, 292, 542 
Lancaster Court House, 244 
Lane, General, 115 

Lane, George W., statement concerning, 
329; 358 

Latrobe, Mrs. John H. B., letter from B. 
to, 342 

Laurason, 50, 51, 
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“Laurel Hill/’ the, 113 
Lauretta, see Eildrethf Lauretta 
Lawrence, Captain, 285, 44*9 
Lazerac De Forgeret Fils, 407 
Leach, Mr., 172, 173 
Ledlie’s Brigade, 426 
Lee, Captain, 359 

Lee, Gen. Robert, 1, 73, 191, 348; attack 
on Newbern, 363, 365, 369; about 
Richmond, 369-383; 549, 552, 553 
Lee, Rear Adm. S. P., Davis asks help 
of navy from, 151; 152, 226; letters 
from B. to, 265, 267, 347, 406, 491, 
555, 558, 584, 598; 267, 316, 363; 
telegrams from B. to, 367, 493, 494; 
416, 429, 438, 449, 506; letter to B. 
from, 550; 567, 596 
Leeds, Eng., 31 
Lee’s Army, 501 
Lehman, 549 

Lemore, Alfred, imprisonment of, 36 
Lemore, Jules, 36 
“Les Enfants Perdus,” 91, 95 
Leverick, William E., 407 
Levy, Miss Frances, 571 
Lewis, Colonel, 396 
Lewis, Keeper, 571 
“Lewis Clark,” the, 347 
Lexington, Ky., 540 
Libbey, Prison, 226, 415, 427 
Lieber, Maj. G. Naman, 302 
Light House Point, 289 
Lincoln, Mr., Postmaster of Brooklyn, 
465 

Lincoln, Abraham, case of Bcnham, 2; 
asks Military and Naval Commanders 
to facilitate B.’s passage along Missis- 
sippi River, 7~8, 9; invites B. to dine, 
13; Zachary appointed by, 14; offers 
B. the command of Dept, of the Gulf, 
15, 21, 22, 27; 16, 20; appoints King 
one of board of ComnuHsioners, 31; 
Emanciaption Proclamation, 32, 111, 
155, 156, 204, 206, 214, 240, 289; 
criticism of administration, 33, 96, 
348, 422, 482, 497, 574, 575; 66; gives 
B. precedence of rank, C7“69; Iicsitales 
on appointment for Bee. of War, 71, 72, 
78; controlled by Seward, 81; letter 
from D. D. Field to, 97; appointment 
of B. to Dept, of New York, 97; Grant 
opposed to, 99; sends despatches to 
England, 105; Proclamation granting 
General Amnesty, 110, 228, 806, 855, 
460, 468; terms for peace, 111; asked 
to send B. to St. Louis, 115-116, 119; 
feeling toward B. of, 119, 120, 186, 187, 


515, 576, willing to send B. to New 
Orleans, 120; reelection of, 134, 307, 
422, 448, 513, 518, 553, 554; deter- 
mined to give B. a command, 136; 
willing B. should go to North Carolina, 
136; feelings toward Banks, 137; 
authorizes exportation of tobacco, 
165, 168, 540-542; letters from B.; 
to, 172, 233, 241, 266, 450, 460, 464, 
469, 502, 569; orders regarding sen- 
tence of death, 203, 241, 341, 401, 469, 
569; ipviting radicals to see, 214; B. 
asks pardon for James Barnes of, 266; 
letters to B. from, 272, 490; order 
relating to discharge of prisoners, 272- 
277; 273; telegrams from B. to, 295, 
341, 400, 488, 493, 547; 417; attitude 
of Germans toward, 422; proclamation 
of blockade, 432; declines to give 
Wallace a command, 441; history of 
administration of, 448; complaint 
against B. to, 448; B, reports on 
Pierpont complaint to, 450-460; B. 
asks pardon for C. W. Newton, 460; 
in connection with Thompson episode, 
464-466, 553; 474; fate of Dahlgren 
reported to, 488, 493; orders four 
questions to be put to prisoners of 
war, 507; telegrams to B. from, 488, 
517, 547; prayer for, 510; 547; passes 
granted by, 551 
Lincoln, Mrs. Abraham, 139 
Linnell, Captain, 486 
Litchfield, Colonel, 484 
Little Wycomocs River, the, 316 
Liverpool, 88, 154 

Livingston, Commodore, letter from B, 
to, 234 

Lizzie, Miss (Elizabeth Edson), 382 
Lochiel, 66 

Locke, Maj. Eric, letter to B. from, 553; 

letter from B. to, 600 
Lockwood, Brig. General, letters from B. 
to, 225, 237, 537; 287, 289; telegram 
from B. to, 351 
“Long Branch,” the, 449 
Long Bridge, 549 

Longslrccl, Gonend, 176, 549, 552 
“Lookout.,” letter to B. Ctoni, 40 
Louisiana, 24, 37, 39; B.’s poliey for 
118-120, 123, 136; Beeessiou Ordi- 
nance of, 204; (rov, of, sec Moore 
T.O.; Bank of, 501 
I^ouiHiana Bank, the, 7 
Lovell, General, charged with selling 
New Orleans, 94 
Lowell, 05, 00 
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Loweney, J. Y., 75 

Luber, Maj. Gnaman, see Lieber, 528 

Lull, Mr., 103 

Lyon, 18 

Lyons, Lord, 37, 38, 40; letters to Seward 
from, 153, 154; 202, 416, 588 
Lyons, Maj. Thomas W., letter from B. 
to, 316; 517 

M 

McCall, Louvet, 104 
McCheney, 518 

McChesney, Col. J. M., letter to Peck 
from, 260 

McClellan, Gen. George B., 12, 16, 18, 
28; question of rank of, 67; date of 
appointment of, 67, 68; restoration of, 
95; candidate for President, 482 
McClelland Hospital, the, 336 
McClellan’s Bridge, 552 
McClure, Capt. John W., 133; releases 
Mrs. Fuller’s house, 302; 529, 532-536 
McCormack, Dr. Charles, 588, 589 
McCready, Mr., 199 
McCreery, Colonel, 417 
McCurdy, Rev, R., 117 
McCurdy, R. H„ 46, 199 
McDonald, J. W., letter to Purriance 
from, 244 

McDonough, Mr., 50 
McDougall, Colonel, 599 
McDowell, Maj. Gen. Jim, opinions on 
operations in North Carolina, 191, 192; 
B. sends for, 192; letter to Barney 
from, 192 

McHugh, James, 154 
Mackay, Mr., 483 
McKay, Henry, 363 
McKaye, Golonel, 197 
McKee, Major, 535 

McKinney, Chaplain, letter to B. from, 
555; letter from B. to, 556 
McKinney, T. D., 236 
McLane, Colonel, see McLean, CoL 
J. T. C. 

McLean, Mrs. Lottie A., letter from B. 
to, 201 

McLean, CoL J. T. C., charges against, 
199, 200, 201, 385, 406 
McLcarn, J. G., 100; letter to B. from> 
101 

McMurdy, Rev. Doctor, letter from 
Wolf to, 496; 513; letter to Mrs. B. 
from, 575 
McPhail, Mr., 433 
MeVey, Lieut., 362, 363 
Magruder, General, 11 


Mahler, Jacob, 535 

Mail and Ex'press, the New York, 535 

Maine, 105, 106 

Maine Volunteers, the 9th Reg’t. of, 91, 
95 

Maison Doree, 115 
Malloney, Mr., 412 

Mallory, Mr., Sec. of the C. S. Navy, 
573, 576 

Manchester, 333 

Manden, Lieut. William J., letter from 
B. to, 313 

Manden, Mrs. William J., 270, 313 
Manly, Miss, 205, 503, 517 
Marivalt, Mr. de. Commander of the 
‘‘Tisiphone,” 165, 166, 167, 168 
Marshall, C. H., 46 

Marshall, Prof. J. W., letter from King 
to, 31 

Marston, Brig. Gen. G., letters from B. 
to, 215, 238, 252, 275, 277, 328, 384, 
395, 449, 470, 505, 511, 517, 567, 569; 
B. commends, 254; ordered to cross 
Potomac, 275; telegram from B. to, 
278; expedition of, 293; 351; letter 
from Shaffer to, 415; 431, 435; letter 
from Sargent to, 486, 597 
Martin, Col. A. D., 489, 490, 517 
Martin, Capt. Fred., 234, 570 
Martin, Henry, letter from B. to, 327 
Maryland, 93, 238 

Maryland Volunteers, the 5th Reg’t. of, 
502 

Mason Brothers, the, 70 
Massachusetts, recruiting in, 248, 249 
Massachusetts Heavy Artillery, 2d 
Reg’t. of, 273, 335, 336 
Massachusetts Volunteers, the, 248; 
14th Reg’t. of, 543; 23rd. Reg’t. of, 
494; 24th. Reg’t. of, 204, 229; 27th, 
Reg’t. of, 494; 30th Reg’t. of, 566; 
54th Reg’t. of, 566 
Massett, Mr., 437, 439 
Matergarda, 124 
Mathews County, 519 
May, T. P., 8 

Meade, Maj. General, 180; B. asks 
relief for Palmer from, 365, 366; 
cooperation of, 867, 368, 374, 383; 
548, 549, 551; telegram to Halleck 
from, 552 

Meadow Station, 361, 375 
Meagher, Gen. Thomas Francis, letter 
to B. from, 141; recommends Graham, 
141-142 

Meigs, Maj. General, letters from B. to, 
5, 828 
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Memminger, Mr., 412 
Memphis, 32; letter from B. to Com- 
mittee from, 75 
Mercer, Dr., 561 
Mercier, Count, 416 

Mercier, Dr., Pres. Louisiana Bank, 7; 

Member of Commission, 7 
Mercier, Heni*i, Envoy Extraordinary 
and Minister Plenipotentiary of His 
Majesty the Emperor of the Erench, 
164; Conference with Seward, 164- 
168; 520; letter to Seward from, 521; 
letter from Villeneuve to, 521 
Meredith, Brig. General, 150, 173, 174, 
213, 215, 435 

Merrefield, Joseph, letter from B. to, 
448; complains to Pres, against B., 
448 

“Merrimac,’’ the, 199, 266 
Messinger, Captain, telegrams from B. 
to, 378 

Methodist Episcopals, the, 577 
“Metropolitan,” the, 58 
Mexico, 34, 41 

Michigan Volunteers, the, 103 
Middle Department, the, 158 
Middlesex Company, 291; agents for, 
291; 349 

Middlesex County, 339, 519 
Middlesex Mills, the, 36, 49, 245, 334 
Midgitt, Capt. D. W., 390, 391 
Mihols, Ass’L. Adj’t. Gen. W. A., 593 
Miles, Mr., 358, 432, 433 
Miller, Henry W., 162 
Mine Run, 398 
Minnesota, 191, 239 
“Minnesota,” the, 151, 367 
MissisKsippi, the army of, 25; 117 
“Mississippi,” the, 5, 47, 199, 566, 507 
Mississippi River, the, 4; B.'s trip of 
observation to, 7, 15, 25, 41, 04, 125 
Mississippi Valley, the, 78 
Missouri, 100, 115, 119, 122, 190, 214 
Mitchell, Robert, 244 
Mix, Colonel, 442 
Mobile, 11, 62, 63, 100 
Mob jack Bay, 500 

Monfort, J. W., agent for exchange of 
prisoners in Indiana, 149 
Monroe, Robert, 393 
Montgomery, Colonel, 91, 95 
Montreal, 10 

Montreal City Bonds, 245 
Moore, Mrs., 170 

Moore, H. X, letter to B. from, 294 
Moore, Gov. T. 0., 560 
Mordica Creek, 244 


Morehead City, 151, 295, 362, 365, 369 
Morgan, organizing raid, 550, 551 
Morgan, Judge, 14, 100, 515 
Morgan, E. E., 46 
Morgan, P. H., 113 
Morning Chronicle, the, 575 
“Morning Light,” the, 557 
Morrill, L. M., letter to B. from, 414; 

letter from B. to, 414 
Morris, Brig. General, letter from B. to, 
252; B. requests report on prisoners 
from, 252 

Morris, Captain, 463 

Morris, Mrs., B. grants pass to, 463 

Morris Island, 92 

Morrison, Col. J. J., letter from B. to, 
502; telegram to B. from, 595 
Morse, Major, statement concerning, 
329; 358 

Morse, B. H., letter from Risley to, 226 
Morse, L. J., 230 

Morton, F., letter to B. from, 181; 

letter from B. to, 182 
Morton’s Ford, 386, 397 
Moseley Hall, 593 

Mulford, Maj. John E., 250, 258, 352, 
357; letters from B. to, 377, 547, 551; 
469, 470, 509 

Mumford, William B., 32, 98 
Mumsfreesboro, 12 

Mykloski, Alexander, 502, 503, 503, 595 
“Mystic,” the, 267 

N 

Naglee, Bkig. General, in command 
Disk of Va., 329 

Nansemond, the, 347, 491, 492, 494 
Napoleon, 64 
Nashville, 38 
National Advocate, the, 13 
National Convention, the, 513 
National Intelligence, the, 31, 515 
National League, the, 307 
National Republican, the Richmond, 304, 
405 

Native Guards, the, 1st Regt. of, 528; 

3d Reg’t. of, 23; 4 th Rcg’t. of, 17 
Nay, 14 

Negro alTiurs, Sup(‘riu tendon t of, see 
Kimrmm, Om, J. Burnham 
Negro Enlistment Bill, the, J6 
Nelson, Col J. A., 464, 465, 490, 495 
Nesmith, Stmator, 506 
Ncuse River, 372, 503 
Neville, Julian, 14 
New England Division, the, 15 
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New Hampshire, Gov. of, see Gilmore, 
J, A. 

New Hampshire Volunteers, the, 3d 
Eeg’t. of, 95; 8th Reg’t. of, 103; 
10th Reg’t of, 332, 353, 495, 569; 
13th Reg’t. of, 204 

New Hooper’s, 296 

New Iberia, 8, 120 

New Kent Court House, 410, 477, 484, 
488, 564 

“New London,” the, 177, 222 

New Mexico, 83 

New Orleans, 1 ; Col. Butler arranges to 
leave, 4; return of B- to, 4, 8, 9, 14- 
16, 19, 21, 25, 28, 29, 34, 54, 57, 119, 
120, 122, 136, 448, 535; shipment of 
sugar from, 5; affairs under Banks in, 
8, 9, 14, 18, 19, 23, 28, 47, 48, 54, 72, 
102, 448; Zachary in, 9, 14; rebel 
communication from, 10-14; condi- 
tions of troops in, 22-23; B.’s former 
experience in, 25, 32; the Woman 
Order in, 32, 411; Lemore in Parish 
prison in, 37; Parker, P. M. at, 43; 
Citizens’ Bank of Louisiana in, 43, 44; 
trade in, 48; Committee of Public 
Safety, 50; Southern independent 
rights association, 51; B.’s sudden 
recall from, 58; army at, 61; base of 
operations, 62; last expedition to, 63; 
taken by Banks, 63; Confederate 
loan for defense of, 87 ; the selling of, 
94; dispute over B.’s transactions in, 
98; notes in banks of, 104; Citizens’ 
Bank of, 105; B. the hero of, 106, 
113; Finnegan at, 123; investigation 
into official conduct of B. in, 292; 
occupancy of Mrs. Fuller’s house in, 
300-304; 520, 521; Consul of France 
at, see Merder, Henri; 532, 534, 
535; Canal Bank of, 560, 562; John- 
son in, 584; 585 

New Orleans and Bayou Mail Co., the, 
113 

New York, Gov. of, see Seymour, 
Horatio, 40 

“Now York,” the, 251 

New York City, 5, 6, 44, 58, 65, 97, 103, 
167 

New York Volunteers, the. Mounted 
Rifles of, 396, 401, 409, 410; 3d 
Cavalry of, 161, 360, 425, 442; 20th 
Cavalry, 178; 16th Artillery, 502, 
599; 48th Rcg’i. of, 95; 75th Reg’t. of, 
108; 85th Reg’t. of, 260; lllth Reg’fc. 
of, 599; 112th Reg’t of, 329; 118th 
Rog’t. of, 426, 495; 189th Reg’t. of 


426; 162d Reg’t. of, 567; 8th 

Battery of, 492 

Newbern, 61, 62, 140, 151, 152, 161, 169, 
200, 237, 296; attack on, 362, 363, 365, 
366, 369, 372, 377, 379, 381, 384, 396, 
399, 401; B. protests against opening 
port at, 372, 384; 414, 593, 594 
Newport, 369 

Newport Barracks, B. stops trading at, 
350 

Newport News, 151, 218, 340, 347, 492 
Newton, General, 460 
Newton, Mrs. C. A. See Newton, Mrs, 
Margaret 

Newton, Cincinnatus W., Pres, asked to 
pardon, 460 

Newton, Courtney A., 355, 356 
Newton, Mrs. Margaret, 355, 356 
Nichols, A. A., 528, 530 
Nickerson, 28 
Nickols, Mrs., 154 
Nicol, Alexander, 416 
Nolt, Vincent, 108 
Nominating Convention, 99 
Norcross, Lieut., 384 
Norfolk, Va., 62, 76, 141, 143, 156, 166, 
181, 194, 202, 226; clash between 
military and civil government of, 282- 
285, 821-324, 450-460; 290, 297, 308, 
309, 321-323, 329; Mayor of, see 
Smith, John F.; public schools at, 
415; trade system in, 424, 493, 541, 
542; enemy’s designs on, 548, 549; 564; 
churches in, 576, 591-593, 597 
Norfolk Gas Company, the, 262 
North Carolina, Gov. of, see Vance, 
Governor; 27, 32, 118, 136; trade and 
commerce in, 151-153; District of, 
188; 196, 199, 468, 477, 487, 501 
North Carolina Volunteers, the 2d 
Reg’t. of, 520; 41st Reg’t. of, 593; 
66th Reg’t. of, 312 
North West Landing, 313 
Northampton Country, 248, 279, 363, 
576, 577 

Northumberland County, 146, 207, 275, 
292, 542 

Northumberland Court House, 244 
“Notes and Criticisms on Shakespeare,” 
by Hackett, 306 
Nottingham, 386 

0 

Oath of Alijbgiance, the, 209, 290, 
306, 340, 342, 355, 416, 452, 505, 507, 
519, 539, 592 
O’Fallon, Pat, 307 
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Official Records, 96, 148, 188, 203, 248, 
291, 300, 366, 369, 370, 376, 383, 384, 
386, 397, 399, 400, 401, 413, 414, 418, 
450, 470, 484, 485, 487, 491, 492, 498, 
515, 516, 536, 550, 558, 563 
Official Records, War of Rebellion, the, 
see Official Records 
Official Register, the, 66 
Officer Commanding Depot of Prisoners 
at Johnson’s Island, see Pierson, Lieut. 
Col. W. S. 

Officer Commanding Forces, in North 
Carolina, letter from B. to, 257 
Officers of the Army and Navy who 
served in the Civil War, 117 
Ohio, 105, 112, 116, 117 
Ohio Volunteers, the, 5th Reg’t. of, 310 
Olcott, Col. H. S., Special Commissioner 
War Dept., 161; letter to B. from, 
198; letter from B. to, 199; 212, 213, 
390 

Old Dominion, the Portsmouth, 290 
Old Dragon Bridge, 519 
Old Point, 217 
Old South Quay, 596 
Oliver, Mr., 506, 596, 597 
Oliver and Co., W. W. G., letter from 
B. to, 212; 487 

Onderdonk’s Cavalry, Col,, 519 
Opdyke, George, 97, 179 
Ora, the, 14 

Oram, James F., letter to B. from, 98; 

B.’s reply to, 99 
Orange Court House, 552 
Ordinance of Secession, the, see Louisi- 
ana 

Ossoli, Countess, 303, sec also Fuller, 
Margaret 

Ould, Robert, Confederate Comm, of 
Exchange in Richmond, 148; 149, 173; 
letters from B. to, 243, 247, 250, 286- 
288, 334, 338, 370, 415, 421, 479, 508, 
509; letters to Hitchcock from, 248, 
280, 337, 357; correspondence with B. 
of, 255, 259, 357, 377; reports on 
deliveries at City Point, 337; attitude 
toward B. of, $52, 517; letter to 
Mulford from, 357; asked to report on 
B. E. Chase, 415; 417; proposition as 
to surgeons, 419, 421; 485-437; letter 
to Seddon from, 469; B. asks return of 
body of Dahlgren, 509; compared to 
B., 516, 517; 547, 555, 571 
“Our General,” 95 

Owen, Robert Dale, Representative 
from Indiana, X96; Mimstw to Italy, 
196; Author, 196; ohaiman American 


Freedmen’s Inquiry Assoc,, 196; letter 
to B. from, 196; letter from B. to, 197 

P 

Palmer, Brig. General, at Newbern, 
362, 365, 366, 368, 369, 379, 396; 
letter from B. to, 362; 582 
Pamlico Sound, 164 
Pankatank, the, 500, 511 
Pantego, 391 

Parish Prison, the, 37, 55 
Park, John, 75 

Parker, Commodore F. A., letters from 
B. to, 292, 500, 542; 316, 433; letter 
to B. from, 511 
Parker, J. D., 104 

Parker, J. M. G., letters from B. to, 43, 
534 

Parker, Mrs. John W., letter from B. to, 
208 

“Parks,” the, 258 
Parrott, the, 441 

Parton, James, letters to B. from, 30, 
70, 84, 115, 150, 447, 582; asks for 
interview, 30; 92, 106; suggests offices 
for, 115; book by, 164, 807, 308, 411, 
447 

Pasquotank, the, 501 
Pasquotank County, 231, 269, 311, 331 
Paul, Monsieur, French Consul at 
Richmond, 235, 236, 276, 540; 541, 542 
Paulson, Thomas L., letter from B. to, 
319 

Paymaster of District of North Carolina, 
the Senior, letter from B. to, 229 
Peabody, Judge, 14, 18 
Peck, Maj. Gen. John J., views on 
slavery, 153; letters from B. to, 160, 
168, 169, 218, 221, 231, 237, 260, 280, 
297, 399, 424, 441, 491, 501, 517, 537, 
503; B. orders arrest of Respress 
by, 160; the Dibble case, 168-171; 
letter from McChesney to, 260; 
(General Order No. 46 by, 260; in- 
formation concerning the ram, 267, 
321; telegrams from B. to, 367, 3S4; 
414; plan for capture of Plymouth, 
441, 449, 593; lelLer to B. from, 449; 
485; treatment of pri.soner.s by, 479, 
481; lelLtTs to Pickett from, 481; 
letters from Pickett to, 481; to hold 
North Carolina against all comers, 501 
Peckham, Merritt, letter from B. to, 558 
Pemberton, James, 330, 331 
Pennsylvania, Gov. of, see Curtin, A. 
G, 1, 78, 93 
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Pennsylvania Volunteers, the, 1st Light 
Artillery, 409; 8d Heavy Artillery, 
266; 5th Cavalry, 362, 426; 11th 
Cavalry, 361, 409; 76th Peg't., 91, 95 
Pensacola, 23, 60 
Perkins, Judge, 514 
Perkins, Mrs., 514 
Perley, 79 

Perquimous County, 269 
Perrin, Captain, 227 
Perry, Lieut. Colonel, 361, 375 
Perry, Mr., 291 

Petersburg, 366, 368, 382, 383, 999, 549, 
552, 593 
Peyton, 597 

Phelps, Gen. J. W., 17, 18 
Philadelphia, 161, 241, 551 
Philadelphia Conference, the, 577 
‘‘Phillipp Allen,” the, 272 
Phillips, Wendell, letter from B. to, 204; 
letter to B. from, 206; views on 
slavery, 207; 574 

Pickett, Maj. General, in the hanging of 
Samuel Jones, 310, 312; before New- 
bern, 362, 363, 366, 399; 368, 370, 382; 
treatment of prisoners of war, 425, 
479-481; letters from Peck to, 481; 
letters to Peck from, 481; letter from 
B. to, 582; at Petersburg, 593 
Pickett’s Division, 491, 549 
Pierce, Captain, 325 
Pierce, Carlos, 180 

Pierce, Edward L., letters to B. from, 
34, 95 

Pierce, President, 196 
Pierce Brothers, the, 179 
Pierpont, P. H., letters from B. to, 180, 
284; offers to commission oflS:cers of 
colored reg’t., 180, 181; Gov. of 
Virginia, 279; letter to Fry from, 279; 
questions drafting in Accomac County, 
279; letter to B. from, 282; contro- 
versy concerning military vs. civil 
government of Norfolk, 282-285, 320, 
321-324, 450-460, 473; letter to 
Stanton from, 321 

Pierrepont, Edwards, letter to B. from, 
476; letters from B. to, 560, 595 
Pierson, Lieut. Col. W. S., letters from 
B. to, 128, 131; letters to B. from, 
181, 132; letter from Gen. Thompson 
to, 132 

Pig’s Point, cavalry reconnoissance of, 
837 

Piney Point, 437, 439 
Pittsburg, 133 
Plainfield, HI, 558 


Plaquemine, 8 
Platenmine, 4 

Plumly, Major, 48, 121, 126, 133, 134 
Plymouth, 449, 558, 563, 582; attack 
upon, 593, 595 
Plymouth Church, the 489 
Plymouth River, the, 600 
Point Lookout, 214, 248, 250; as a 
Prison Camp, 254, 255, 270; postal 
facilities at, 256, 265; discharge of 
prisoners from, 272, 277; 274, 293, 
296, 316; hospital at, 336; 486, 507, 
538, 557, 572, 575, 597, 598 
Polk, Maj. General, 412 
Pomeroy, S. C., letter to B. from, 136; 
Republican Senator from Kansas, 136, 
506 

Pomhet Landing, Conn., 349 
Pompey, Colonel, 417 
Pontchatoula, 123, 129 
Pool, George D., letter from B. to, 305 
Poor, Charles E., 308, 514 
Port of Beaufort, 152 
Port Hudson, operations against, 4, 15, 
17, 28, 29, 46, 60, 102; 12, 21, 62, 103, 
120, 567 

Port Royal, 26, 34, 61, 92, 95, 96 
Porter, Captain, 308 
Porter, Ensign, 555 

Portsmouth, Mayor of, see Collins, 
Daniel, 156, 181, 194, 290, 458, 491- 
493, 498; Savings Banks of, 502; 
churches in, 576 
Potomac, the, 63, 73, 139, 275 
Potomac, the Army of the, 58, 141, 348, 
408, 487, 549, 599 

Potomac flotilla, the, 432, 437, 438, 439, 
440; Senior Naval OjBficer Command- 
ing, see Parker, Commodore F. A. 
Powers, Peter, 179 
Presbyterians, the, 577 
Princess Anne County, 459 
"Princeton,” the, 429, 430, 506 
Proclamation of Amnesty, the, 110, 238, 
306, 855, 460, 463 

Promotion of Recruiting among Ereed- 
men, the Society of, 222, 245 
Protestant Episcopals, the, 577 
Prussia, Minister from, see Cerolf, 
Baron von; Acting Consul from, see 
KruUschnidt, J. 

Puffer, Capt. A. E., letters to B. from, 
81, 82; offers resignation, 81, 82; 
ordered to leave for duty, 135; 226; 
letter from Appleton to, 388, 350, 
895, 506; letter from H. D. Grant to, 
550 
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Pamance, Com. H. Y., letter from 
McDonald to, 244 


Q 

Quakee, 331, 332, 381, 382, 383, 485 
R 

Ratne, C. Barker, 359 
Raleigh, 162 
Ramsey, General, 305 
Ransom, General, 495 
Ransom’s Brigade, 519 
Rapidan, the, 369, 370, 397, 398 
Rappahannock, the, 58, 73, 193, 244, 
276, 351, 383, 500, 511, 542, 549 
Raymond, Mr., author of history of Lin- 
coln’s administration, 448 
Raymond, Charles A., letter from B. to, 
415 

Raymond, Henry J., 97 
Read, Mr., 81, 513 
Read, Mrs., 293 
Rebel Cabinet, the, 258 
Rebel Cavalry; along the Rappahannock 
River, 244 

Rebel Secretary of State, the, sec 
Benjamin, J. P. 

Red Bill, 123 

Red River, the, 4, 8, 28, 46, 535, 560 
Red River Farm, 280 
“Relief,” the, 81, 574, 575 
“Reno,” the, 258 
Renshaw, Commodore, U, 12 
Republican, the, sec National Republi- 
can, the Richmond 

Respics, Isaiah, see Respre.w, Isaiah 
Respress, Isaiah (Fx- Mayor of Wash- 
ington N.C.), case of, 160, 161, 278, 
380-394 

Reynard, C. A„ 168 
R. H. A., Surgeon, 304 
Rhode Island Volunteers, the, 1st 
Cavalry, 415; 3d Rcg’t. of, 95 
Rice, John IL, letter to B. from, 230; 

letter from B. to, 230; 338 
Richardson, General, 543 
Richardson, Thomas, lettcir to Ih from, 
344; telegrams from B. to, 407, 410 
Richmond, 63, 73, 99, 100, 142, 147, 
162, 172, 225, 228, 244, 246, 275, 310, 
$88, 348, 851; move on, 361, 362, 365, 

868, 878, 375, 881-888, 896, 897, 899- 
401, 408, 425, 442; enemy’s forces at, 

869, 870, 880, 881, 888; route to, 894, 
405; escape of officers from, 413; 


information concerning, 478, 479, 485, 
509, 541, 542, 549, 551, 552, 564, 570, 
583; French Consul at, see Paul, 
Monsieur 

Richmond County, 275 
Richmond Tobacco Trade, the, 235, 236 
Riggs, Captain, 499 
Rio Grande, the, 40, 83, 177 
Ripley, Colonel, 363 
Ripley, General, 305 
Rip Raps, the, 218, 247 
Risley, H. A., letter from B. to, 200; 
letter to Morse from, 226; on getting 
products from insurrectionary districts, 
226; conference with Thomas and B., 
238, 289; letters to B. from, 288, 363; 
Accomac and Northampton, County 
matters, 288, 363; telegram from B. 
to, 377; 423, 483 
Ritchie, Dr., 356 

Roanoke Island, 144, 210, 224, 225, 232, 
539 

Roanoke River, the, 225, 429, 512, 582, 
600 

Robert, Colonel, letter from B. to, 272; 
495 

Roberts, General, 370 
Robertson’s Cavalry, 414 
Robinson, Lieut. T. l^, letter from B. to, 
282; 501 

Rockey Mount, 161 
Rogley, Major, 306 

Rosecrans, General, 12, 18, 92, 99, 114, 
125, 214 
Rose, la, 8 

Rowley, Miss, letter from B. to, 504 
Rowley, Charles, 564 
Rowley, Tom, 564 

Rucker, Gen. D. 11., telegram from B. 
to, 343 

Russell, AdjT. General, 281 
Russell, Juclge, 245 
Russian Fleet, the, 217, 223 
Russian Minister, the, 563 
Russian Sailor, the, see Mykloshi, 
Alexander 

Ryan, John, 364, sec also Dixon, James 
Ryan, ''I’liomas L„ letter from IL to, 132 
Ryan’s Thoroughfare, 5{)3 


S 

SABmB Fash, 120, 124 
St Denis Hotel, the, 844 
St* Helena, 01 
St James Hotel, the, 590 
St* Joseph, Mo*, 184 
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St. Louis, 20, 78, 116, 117, 119, 120 
St. MartinviUe, 8 
St. Mary's County, 438, 439 
St. Mary's River, tke, 511 
“St. Maurice,” the, 100, 101 
St. Nicholas, the, 27, 36 
Salisbury, N.C., 415 
“Sample,” the, 390, 392 
Sandford, Maj. General, 108 
Sandusky, Ohio, 128, 129 
Sandy Cross, 495 

Sargent, Lieut. H. T., reports for Board 
of Survey, 486 
Savannah, 62, 63, 100 
Sawtell, Col. George F., appointed supt. 

of labor of prisoners, 364 
Sawtelle, Colonel, 250 
Sawyer, Messieurs, 137 
“Saxon,” the, 500 
Schenk, General, 158 
Schofield, Mr., removal of, 116, 119, 120, 
214 

Schooler, Adj’t. Gen. William, on re- 
cruits, 335, 336 
Scott, Gen. Winfield, 26, 124 
Scruggs, Donegant Co., 104 
Seabrook, Captain, letter from B. to, 280 
Secretary of the C. S. Navy, see 
Mallory y Mr. 

Secretary of the Navy, the, see Welles, 
Gideon, 218, 316, 317; Assistant, see 
Fox, 0. V. 

Secretary of State, the, see Seward 
Wm. E.; Assistant, see Dana, C. A. 
Secretary of the Treasury, see Chase, 
Salmon P.; Assistant, see Field, M. B. 
Secretary of War, see Stanton, Edwin 
M.; B. suggested as, 36, 58, 71, 77, 
78, 90; Assistant, see Watson, P, H,, 
also Dana, C. A. 

Sedgwick, Maj. Gen. John, telegrams 
from B. to, 274, 369, 370, 381, 384, 386; 
telegrams to B. from, 274, 369, 381, 
383, 386; coiiperation of, 374, 376, 
381, 383, 386, 397, 398; telegram from 
Hallcek to, 397; telegram to Hallcck 
from, 397 

Seigel, Maj. Gen. F., letter from B, to, 
288 

Senate, the, 69 

Sentinel, the Richmond, 408, 573 
ScrriH's Engineer Regiment, 91 
Sewall’s Point, as depot for prisoners, 
143, 144, 146 

Seward, William H., Secretary of State, 
18; 20, 28, 87, 38; responsible for 
affairs in N.O. under Banks, 47, 71, 


72; attitude toward B., 77, 78, 83, 
135, 515; friendliness for Banks of, 77; 
control of Lincoln, 81; letters to B. 
from, 86, 171, 172, 196, 276, 477, 576; 
letters from B. to, 87, 154, 171, 235, 
276, 468, 573; downfall of, 105; treat- 
ment of H. G., 115; letter from Lyons 
to, 153; letters to Stanton from, 164, 
276, 520, 542, 592; conference between 
Mercier and, 164-168; 191; letter 
from Chase to, 202; letter from Stan- 
ton to, 202; C. A. Smith case, 202, 203, 
591-593; 411, 475; in “Stolen” silver 
case, 521-536, 583 
“Seymour,” the, 387 
Seymour, Horatio, Governor of New 
York speech of, 97; letter from B. to, 
364 

Shaffer, Mrs., 110 

Shaffer, Col. J. W., 27; letters to B. 
from, 77, 90, 110, 178, 180, 213, 320, 
352, 518; 100, 101, 109; ordered to 
meet B., 135; 139; interview with Col. 
Butler, 178; telegram to B. from, 211; 
letter to Adj. Gen. from, 248 ; 334, 344; 
telegram to Stanton from, 413; reports 
in B.’s absence, 414; report from 
Wistar to, 414; letter to Marston from, 
415; letter to Heckman from, 425; 584 
Sharpsbiirg, 355 
Shaw, Colonel, 566 
Shelley, Capt. R. L., 228 
Shenandoah Valley, 124 
Shepard, Capt. W. T., see Sheppard, 
Capt. William T. 

Shepley, Governor, 90 
Shepley, Gen. George F., member of 
commission, 7; letter to B, from, 14; 
28; 54,55,56,90,124; inthe“Stolen” 
silver case, 521-536; 561 
Sheppard, Capt. William T., 235, 237 
Sherman, General, 12, 499 
Sherman, Senator, 117 
Shiloh, 64 

Ship Island, 5, 13, 94, 524, 590 
Sibley Prison, 352 
Siegel, General, 422, 423 
Sfiano, Mr., 115 
Simpson, Captain, 499 
Skilton, Lieut., 225 

Skinner, Dr. Salmon, letter from B. to, 
199 

Slade, J. W., 280 
Slicer, Captain, 272 

Slough, Brig. General, letters from B. to, 
182, 583 

Small, Miss Jennie, 182 
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Smitli, Mr., of Newbern, 161 
Smith, Mrs., 583 

Smith, Charles A., 202, 203; letter to 
Seward from, 591-593 
Smith, John D., 416 

Smith, John F., letter from Collins to, 
155; letter to Johnston from, 155; 156, 
308, 309 

Smith, Gen. Kirby, 46, 555 
Smith, Col. M. B., 310, 312 
Smith, Maj. Robert K., 329, 590 
Smith, Samuel, 7, 122, 476, 560-563 
Smith, W. H., telegram from B. to, 378 
Smith, William F., letter to B. from, 
176; unable to accept offer of com- 
mand from B., 176 

Smith, William Prescott, 146; letter 
from B. to, 147 

Smith & Company, Samuel, 7, 560-563, 
595 

Smith’s Point Light Vessel, the, 244 
Snelling, Mrs. Susan 0., letter from B. 
to, 558 

Snyder’s” Bluff, 10 

“Society of Friends,” the, agent of, 
see Totem, Mr.; endeavors to alleviate 
condition of negroes, 253 
“Sophronia,” the, 437, 438, 439 
Soul6, Mr., 51 
South Carolina, 62 

South Carolina Volunteers, the, 2d 
Reg’t. of, 95 
South Mills, 311 

Southern independent rights association, 

51 

Southron, Mr., 293 

“Spaulding,” the, 171, 265, 279, 362, 367 
Spear, Col. Samuel P., letter to B. from, 
310; letter from vSmith and (hirdner 
to, 311; 300, 375, 400, 484 
Spear’s Cavalry, 510 
Special Order No. 62, 486 
Spence, William, 311 
Spencer, Dr., Medical Purveyor Dept. 

of the Gulf, 57; letter from B. to, 57 
BT)mt of the Timm, Wilkes’, 83, 111 
Spooner, John Alden, letter from B. to, 
387; 395,484 

Springfield, III, 90, 110, 518 
Staekpole, Major, 589 
Stafford, Michael, letter from B. to, 229 
Stafford, Col. S. H., letter from French 
to, 54; letter to B. from, 54; criticism 
of Batiks, 54; answers attack on B. 
in Worldf 55; in “Stolen” silver case, 
521-536 

Stafford, Thomas* 229 


Stanton, Edwin M., 2; approves state- 
ment of B., 6; 15, 16, 20, 21; letters 
from B. to, 37, 38, 40, 66, 85, 90, 96, 
113, 123, 129, 142-146, 148, 158, 181, 
182, 193, 203, 205, 208, 209, 217, 219, 
234, 242, 246, 254, 255, 259, 269, 296, 
300, 330, 331, 333, 336, 356, 359, 380, 
389, 407, 417, 418, 425, 426, 429, 460, 
463, 471, 476, 478, 487, 502, 503, 508, 
.516, 519, 520, 531, 539, 549, 557, 570, 
571, 584, 590, 595, 599; telegrams to B. 
from, 40, 85, 135, 141, 140, 160, 174, 
175, 366, 400, 548, 550, 552, 563, 582, 
583; 41; letters to B. from, 66, 96, 147, 
193, 270, 287, 479, 515; desires to dis- 
place Hooker, 73; superseding of, 73, 
77, 78, 83; telegrams from B. to, 85, 
142, 146, 147, 159, 174, 200-208, 257, 
258, 337, 345, 366, 377, 396, 400, 401, 
407, 413, 418, 484, 499, 551; B. jislcs 
permission to publish argument on 
Question of Rank, 85, 116; contro- 
versy with Haupt, 117; responsible for 
condition of railroads in West, 118; 
B. asks hearing for Finnegan from, 
123; asks release on parole of Gen. 
Thompson, 129; 13$; friendly toward 
B., 137, 515; 139; requests Graham’s 
service, 142; B. asks sanciLion to 
erection of building from, 145; B. 
asks for Invalide Corps, 146; B.’s 
choice of Depot for prisoners inex- 
pedient, 146, 147; B. sends head- 
quarters news to, 147; on exchange of 
prisoners, 147, 148, 149, 150, 173, 182, 
198, 213, 259, 356, 417, 426, 50B; 
B. asks for annexation to his Dept., 
158; letters from Seward, 164, 276, 
520, 528, 542, 592; concerning ex- 
portation of tobacco, 164, 165, 276, 
540-542; allows B. to offer bounty to 
negro recruits, 174; letter to Chase 
from, 175; criticism of, 197; letter to 
Seward from, 202; the Smith case, 
202, 203, 591-593: B. asks permission, 
lo n‘(Tuit, 207; 200; opposed to Con- 
n<H‘Ucut maUer, 213; 231, 232; B. 
asks autliority to appoint VolunUter 
OllicHT (Commissary of Musters, 234; 
views <‘om‘<^rning (mlistuig of n(‘gro<*s, 
243, 245; B. asks oi)portunity to 
report on complaints, 247; 248: assigns 
Point Lookotit, A(;(!omae, and Nortli- 
ampton to B.’s command, 248; B. 
reports on conditions at Point J[K)okoub, 
254, 255; B. asks to relieve Brig. 
Gen’ls., 257; B, reports on Wild’s 
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expedition, 269; 285; B. reports on 
Fuller house, 300-304 ; 320. 321; 

letter from Pierpont to, 321; story 
concerning Vice Pres. Stephens, 331; 
concerning raising companies heavy 
artillery, 335, 336; B. asks conversion 
Point Lookout Hospital to other uses, 
336; state of things in Confederacy 
reported to, 359; Shaffer reports 
escape of Union officers to, 413; sends 
B. regulations of Treas. Dept., 425; 
letter from Welles to, 428; letter from 
Vanderhoof to, 461; with regard to 
Russian sailor, 502, 503, 563, 595; 
telegram from Meade to, 549; 571, 576, 
595, 597 

Stanton, F. P., 506 
“State of Maine,” the, 326 
Stearns, William H., 332, 353, 469 
Stephen, 140 

Stephens, Rebel Vice President, goes to 
Europe, 330, 331 

Stevens, Captain, 159; regiment of, 160 
Stevens, John Austin, 41, 42, 83 
Stevens, Robert J., asks permission of 
purchase and removal of produce, 342 
Stevens, Thaddeus, letters from B. to, 
204, 350 

Stewart, Major, 144 

Stocking, George W., letter from B. to, 
483 

Stockley, J. D., 311 
Stone, Brig. Gen. C. P., 529 
Stow, Rev. Baron, letters from B. to, 
50, 51 

Streight, Colonel, 413 
Strong, Maj. Gen. George C., letters to 
B. from, 27, 91, 94; at St. Helena, 91; 
organizing a division, 94; death of, 
101, 106, 109, 133; 102, 123, 129; 
B.’s tribute to, 132; promotion of, 
133 

Strout, Mr., 212 
Stuart, J. E. B., 549 
Stuart, W., 592 

Sturges, Captain, 177, 222, 223 
Suffolk, 61, 62, 329, 337, 488, 491, 501, 
519, 590, 597 
Suffolk County, 107 
Sumner, Cffarles, 2, 35, 56, 105 
Sumter, fall of, 108; a picket post of the 
enemy, 114 
Suncook, N.H., 135 
Supreme Court, the, 204 
Surrogate's Court, New York, 579, 581 
Syme, Dr. James, claim of, 584-591 


T 

Tache, the, 59 

Tappen, Lewis, letter from B. to, 207 
Tarboro, 594 

Tarboro Bank, the, 309, 394 
Tarboro Ra^, the, 442 
Tatem, Mr., agent of Society of Friends, 
253, 261 

Taylor, General, 129 
Taylor, Lieut. Colonel, 252 
Taylor, Franklyn, telegram to B. from, 
111; telegram from B. to, 111 
Taylor, Hardy S., 391 
Taylor, James, 440 

Taylor, Stephen B., letter from B. to, 
358; 432 

Taylor, Tazwell, 309, 564 
Teche, the, 8, 28 
Temple, N. T., 311 
Tennessee, 75, 196, 291 
Terry, Brig. General, 486 
Texas, 12, 13; expedition to, 16, 22, 23, 
41, 120, 121, 122, 124, 125, 133; 35,40, 
83, 338 

Texas, the Department of, 123 
Thomas, Col. Charles, letter from B. to, 
268 

Thomas, Brig. Gen. Lorenzo, letters 
from B. to, 36, 204, 331, 416;^report in 
matter of imprisonment of Alfred 
Lemore, 36; letter from Shaffer to, 248 
Thomas, Uriah, letter to B. from, 200; 
238, 239 

Thompson, Sergeant, 538 
Thompson, Gen. E. T., 447 
Thompson, Mrs. Emma C., letter to B. 
from, 274 

Thompson, J. C., letter to B. from, 327 
Thompson, James, 266 
Thompson, Jared D., 464-466, 553 
Thompson, Miss Lillie J., letter from B. 
to, 553 

Thompson, Gen. M. Jeff, letters to B. 
from, 127, 129, 134; letter from B. to, 
128; kindness to Thornton of, 127-130; 
prisoner at Johnson's Island, 127, 128, 
129, 296; condition of, 131; B. sends 
help to, 131; letter to Pierson from, 
182; wife asks to see, 274; 486 
Thompson, Mrs. M. Jeff. See Thomp- 
son, Mrs. Emma C. 

Thornton, Captain, letter from B. to, 
127; 128, 129 

Thorpe, T. B., letter to B. from, 106 
Timberlake, Mrs. M. A., letter from B. 
to, 253 
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Times, the London, 31 
Times, the New York, 77, 98, 100, 115, 
447 

**Tisiphone,’* the, commander of. See 
Marivalt, Mr. de. 

Titan,” the, 499, 500 
Tobacco, regulations governing exporta- 
tion of, 165-168 

Townsend, Col. E. D., letter from B. to, 
221; 288; letter from Day to, 472; 490; 
telegram to B. from, 135, 570 
Trade, legal and illegal in the insurrec- 
tionary districts of Virginia and North 
Carolina, with references to officials 
and others connected therewith, 118, 
119, 136, 146, 147, 151-153, 160-162, 
164-171, 175, 177, 179, 180, 196, 
199-203, 207-209, 211, 212, 218, 221, 
223-226, 230, 231, 235-239, 244, 246, 
260-262, 267-269, 272, 278, 279, 281, 
288, 289, 292-295, 297, 305, 306, 316- 
318, 325, 327-330, 340, 342, 343, 346- 
348, 350, 353-355, 357-359, 363, 372, 
377, 378, 384, 385, 388-394, 402-406, 
423-425, 428-434, 442-447, 450-452, 
460-463, 467, 468, 477, 483, 487, 495, 
496, 501, 506, 509, 510, 512, 513, 
517, 555, 559, 560, 570, 571, 596, 597, 
600 

Train, Charles R., letter to B. from, 
442 

Transfugees, the, 543, 545, 557 
Treasury Regulations, the, Nos. 51-54, 
506 

Trenholm & Co., 154 
Trewhart, Captain, 391 
Tribune, the Chicago, 99, 100 
Tribune, the Now York, 36, 121, 173, 
584 

Trimble, General, 443 
Tripler, A. B., 220 
Trumbull, Mr., 100 
Tucker, Andrew J., 582 
Tupelo, 25 

Turner, Gen. J. W., letters to B. from, 
27, $0, 94, 114; shirts for East, 77; 
tribute to B. from, 80; Chief of Htalf, 
91; 109; takes Eort Wagner, 114 
Turner, L. C., letter to B. from, 10 
Twiggs, Gen. David E., claims of heirs 
Tyer, Mrs. J., 827 
to, 585 

Tyler, George C., 560; letter to B. from, 
576 

Tyler, J. ex-President, 827 
Tyrell County, 842 


U 

“Underwriter,” the, 372 
Union League, the, elects B. to the 
Commander in Chief, 20 
Union Village, 244 

United States Army, the, 14th Reg’t., 487 
United States Courts, the, 38 
United States Military Railroads, the, 
Col. Haupt chief of construction and 
transportation in, 117; promoted, 117 
Upham, 79 

Upham, N. G., letter to B. from, 481 
Upshur, Elizabeth T., letter from B. to, 
281 

Urbana, 493, 500, 511 
Usher, Major, 562 

V 

Vallandigham, Mr., 105, 113 
Vance, Governor, 436, 437 
Vanderhoof, T. H., case of, 400-463; 
letter to Stanton from, 461; letter to 
B. from, 462; Supt. of Contrabands, 
462 

Van Lieu, Miss, 228; letters from B. to, 
228, 319, 485, 564; 220, letter to B. 
from, 331; sends information, to B., 
381-383 

Van Slack, Mrs., 221 
Vermillion Bayou, 120 
Vicksburg, 4, 11, 12, 25, 100, 102, 113, 
124 

Victoria, Queen, 34 
Vielc, General, 416, 592 
“Village Belle,” the, 177, 272, 325 
Villcncuve, Adolph, Silverware of, 520“ 
536 

Vincent, Gen. T. M., 274; Telegram from 
B. to, 379; telegram to B. from, 575 
Virginia, Gov. of, sec Pierpont, F. IL, 
38; Army of, 117; slavery in, 155, 156; 
exportation of tobacco from, 165-168, 
172; Eastern Shore of, 281, 289; 
legislature of, 417, 419; G(mcral 
A.s.seml)ly of, 592 
Virginia ('onnty, 275 
Virginia VolimUH^rs, tins 5tli ('avalry of, 
519; 9lh C^.avalry of, 519 
Vodges, 92 

W 

^^Wababu,'’ tiim, 91 . 

Wade, 78 

Waff, J. F., letter from B. to, 402 
Wager, Mr,# 92 
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Wagstaff, Major, 110, 111 
Wallace, Maj. Gen. Lew, suggested as 
Chief of Staff to B., 440, 441; “Siege 
of Cincinnati” by, 440; views on 
negro question, 441 
War Records, the, 414, 441, 426, 512 
Wardrop, Col. David W., 76 
Wardwell, B., 485, 564 
Warsaw, 161 
Washburne, E. B., 99 
Washington County, 342 
Washington, N.C,, 1, 14, 16, 20, 30, 32, 
34, 38, 58, 63, 65, 72, 73, 90, 94, 98, 
139, 152, 168 

Washington, N.C., 62, 161; Mayor of. 

See Respress, Isaiah 
Washington & Salisbury, the, 291 
Waterville College, 51 
Watkins, 582 

Watson, P. H., Asst. Sec. of War, 180, 
198; letters from B. to, 212, 258, 
295, 304, 325, 536; letters to B. from, 
231, 253, 540; 285; asks help in matter 
of requisition for boats from, 305; 
telegram from B. to, 365; 415 
Webb, Francis, 104 
Webb, James, 244 
Webster, George, 250 
Webster, Capt. R. C., 261 
Webster, Sidney, letter to B. from, 597 
Webster, Mrs. Sidney, 597 
Webster, William P., 248; letter to B. 
from, 578 

Webster, Mrs. William P., 249, 
Wedworth, Governor, 538 
Weed, Thurlow, 28, 72; expected in 
Washington, 73; 78; gets up meeting, 
81 

Weitzel, Gen. Godfrey; advance of, 8; 
28; expedition of, 46; 60; letters to B. 
from, 101, 599; asks Banks for fur- 
lough, 102; with regard to promotion, 
104, 321; letter from B. to, 412; 
telegram to B. from, 473; 548 
Welles, Gideon, letter to Stanton from, 
428; 570; letter to B. from, 600 
Wells, Captain, 567 
Wendell, Mr., 291 

Wentworth, Tappan, letters to B. from, 
307, 513 

Wescoat, Joshua P., 559 

Wesaells, Brig. Gen. H. W.. 267, 386, 449; 

letter to Peck from, 593 
West, Col. R. M., 257, telegrams from 
B. to, 343, 493; letters from B. to, 
340, 467; 375, 409, 487 
West Indies, 101 


West Point, 51, 500 
“Westerville,” the, 11, 12 
Westmoreland County, 275 
Wheeler, Capt. N. N., 260, 469 
Whelan, Major, 396, 410 
Wheldon, Lieut. Col. Charles M., 340; 
letter to B. from, 347; reply from B. to, 
347; statement in Syme case, 590 
Whitaker, Judge, 125, 126 
White, Major, 424; telegram from B. to, 
501 

White, Mrs., 551 

White, Horace, letter to B. from, 259 
White, James M., 311 
White, Richard Grant, 46 
Whitford, Colonel, 594 
Whitehurst, P. H., letter to B. from, 290; 
443, 446, 447 

Whitelock & Co., W., begs permission 
of purchase and removal of produce, 
342 

Whitely, Mr., of the Herald, 78 
Whitely, L. A., letters to B. from, 506, 
596 

Whiting, William, 213, 231; letter from 
B. to, 434 

Whitney, General, 36 
Whitney, Lieut., 260 
Whitney & Hatheway, 81 
Whittimore, Maj. H. 0., 565-567 
Wiard, Herman. See Wiard, Norman 
Wiard, Norman, 178, 258, 295 
Wicks, Pendes, letter from B. to, 313 
Wicks, Mrs. Pendes, 270; held as hostage, 
313 

Wicomisco, the, 433 

Wiegel, Lieut. Wm. H., letter from B. 

to, 42; recommended by B., 42 
Wild, Brig. Gen. E. A., 177, 194; letters 
from B. to, 205, 206, 261, 289, 340, 
364, 510; expedition of, 234, 269; treat- 
ment of guerillas, 270, 272; in Jones 
case, 310, 312, 313, 314, 315; 321; 
B.’s directions regarding taxation, 340; 
orders relating to Margaret Newton 
set aside, 355, 356; in Buck case, 
445Hfe47; telegrams from B. to, 473, 
488 

Wilder, Capt. Charles B., 188; letter to 
B. from, 466; letter from B. to, 469 
Willard’s Hotel, 140 
“Wm. Bacon,” the, 428 
Williams, Captain, 538 
Williams, General, 113 
Williams, Mrs., 538 
Williams, John T., 311 
Williams, William, 311 
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Williamsburg, 61, 341, 360, 375, 396, 

409, 549 

Williamson, Steve, 240 
Williamston, 593 
Willing, Mr., claim of, 505 
Willis, Maj. Elijah, 225 
Wilmington, 62, 164, 192, 264, 372 
Wilson, General, letter from B. to, 484 
Wilson, Henry, 16; letters from B. to, 
20, 228, 335, 345, 489; 98; letters to 
B. from, 105, 227; 179, 259, 321, 336 
Wilson, John, letter to B. from, 421 
Wilson, John S., British Consul, 592 
Wingfield, Mr., 510, 564 
‘‘Winnants,’’ the, 499 
Winthrop, Miss, letter from B. to, 75 
Winthrop, Theodore, 75, 76 
Winslow, Dr., 331 

Wisconsin Volunteers, the, 4th Reg’t. of, 
103, 572 

Wistar, Brig. Gen. I. X, expecting attack, 
151; tributes to, 159; letters from B. 
to, 163, 357, 362, 373, 499, 548, 550, 
552, 573; expedition to Charles City 
Court House, 208; visits B., 216; 
telegrams from B. to, 274, 338, 351, 
360, 366, 367, 378, 379, 399, 405, 

410, 488, 499; telegrams to B. from 
321, 340, 341, 361, 401; expedition to 
Bichmond, 361, 362, 368, 374, 375, 
376, 396, 399, 408, 409, 410; letters 
to B. from, 368, 374, 563; suggestions 
for appointment of second in com- 
mand, 875; reports on provision for 
local defense, 375; letter to Davis 
from, 408; reports escape of Union 


ofilcers, 413, 414; Duncan to report 
to, 498; directed to sweep Peninsula, 
500; in Middlesex and Mathews 
Counties, 519; difficulty with supt. 
negro affairs, 573 

Wolf, S., letter to McMurdy from, 496 
Woman Order, the, 32, 411 
Wood, Ben, 70, 92 

Wood, Bradford R., letter to B. from, 
74; views on slavery, 74; rumor of 
recall of, 74 

Wood, Fernando, 81, 292 
Woodbridge, J. X, 177 
Woodbury, Conn., 385 
Woodside, La., 523 
World, the N. Y., 54, 70, 115, 510 
Worley, Mr., 448 

Wright, Erastus, letter to B. from, 474 
Wright, Act. Master William, letter 
from B. to, 267 
“Wyandot,” the, 347 


Y 

Yates, Govbenor, 476 
“Yazoo” river, the, 10 
York River, 151, 351, 500, 555 
York River Railroad, 549 
Yorktown, 151; fire in, 216, 217; negroes 
in, 253; Baker’s Cavalry arrives at, 
338; 340, 376 

Z 

Zachary, Dr., 3, 9, 14 
Zantzinger and Co., 857 
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